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CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX, 



SHEWING THE CONTENTS OF THE 132 LESSONS. 

PERIOD I. 
From the Creation to the Deluge. 1656 years. 

B.C. LESS. SUBJECTS OF THE LESSONS. PAGE. 

4004 1. The creation ; the sabbath; the fall of man ... 1 

4003-3074 2. Cain, Abel, & Seth ; descendants of Cain & Seth 4 

3017-2348 3. Enoch translated ; of Noah ; the deluge ... 6 

PERIOD II. 

From the Deluge to the Death of Joseph, 712 years. 

2347-2281 4. Covenant with Noah ; conduct of his sons ... 9 

2234 5. Building of Babel ; confusion of tongues ... 11 

21 26-1 92 1 6. Terab's family ; Noah dies ; call of Abram ... 13 

1918-1910 7. Abram and Lot ; Melchizedek; Ishmael born ... 16 

1898 8. Abram &Sarai's names changed; doom of Sodom 18 
1897-1859 9. Isaac born; Hagar and Ishmael cast out; Isaac 

offered; Sarah's death and burial ... ... 20 

1856-1846 10. Eliezer fetches a wife for Isaac; Shem dies ... 23 

11. Job is supposed to have lived ; his history ... 25 

1836-1760 12. Esau and Jacob ; Rebekah and Jacob deceive Isaac 29 

1752- 1739 13. Jacob serves Laban ; marries; becomes rich ... 31 

1729-1716 14. Jacob comes to Mamre; Joseph sold; Isaac dies 34 

1715-17^6 15. Pharaoh's dreams ; Joseph's brothers buy corn... 37 

1689-1635 16. Jacob blesses his sons; dies; is buried; Joseph dies 39 

PERIOD III. 

From the Death of Joseph to the Death of Moses. 183 years. 

1634-1491 17. Bondage of Israel; Moses born; flees to Mid ian 43 

1491 18. Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh ; the plagues ... 46 

19. The Passover; death of the first-born; the exodus 49 

20. Pillar of cloud and fire ; passage of the Red Sea 5 1 
„ 21. Bitter water; manna ; quails ; Amalek conquered 54 
„ 22. The delivery of the law; Moses in the mount ... 57 

1491-1490 23. The golden calf worshipped ; the tabernacle ... 60 

1 490 24. Nadab and Abihu slain ; the Levites consecrated 63 

1489 25. Miriam's leprosy; quails; spies sent to Canaan 66 

1489-1471 26. Rebellion of Israel; rebellion of Korah ... 69 
1453 27. Miriam dies ; Moses offends God ; Aaron dies ; the 

fiery serpents; Sihon and Og conquered ... 72 

1452 28. Balak and Balaam ; idolatry in Moab... ... 74 

1451 29. Inheritance of the Reubenites; death of Moses ... 77 
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PERIOD IV. 

From Entrance into Canaan to Anointing of Saul. 355 years. 

B.C. LESS. SUBJECTS OF THE LESSONS. PAGE* 

1451 30. Joshua; spies sent to Jericho ; fall of Jericho ... 81 

1451-1445 31. Achan ; Ai taken ; the deceit of the Gibeonites... 85 

1444-1427 32. Tabernacle set up ; Canaan divided ; Joshua dies 88 

1425-1413 33. Bezek, Hebron, &c. taken ; idolatry commences... 92 

1413 34. Micah — the Danites ; wickedness of the Benjamites 95 

14)3-1 285 35. Servitudes of Israel for their sins ; their deliverance 98 

1252-1245 36. Oppression of the Midianites ; history of Ruth .. . 101 

1245 37. Gideon delivers Israel; refuses to be their ruler ... 104 

1235-1206 38. Abimelech king; Jephthah delivers the Israelites 107 

1182-1143 39. Samson born ; Samuel dedicated ; Eli is reproved 110 

1130 40. Samson's riddle ; he slays many Philistines ... 113 
11 20-1 117 41. Samson takes away the gates of Gaza; he pulls 

down the temple of Dagon ; his death ... 115 

1116 42. The ark of God taken; Hophni and Phinehas 

slain ; Eli's death ; the ark returned ... 118 

1096 43. The people repent ; they ask for a king ... 122 

PERIOD V. 

From Anointing of Saul to Death of Solomon. 120 years. 

1095 44. Saul is anointed ; he conquers the Ammonites ... 125- 

1093-1063 45. Saul reproved ; rejected ; David is anointed ... 128' 

1062 46. Goliath defies Israel ; David slays him ... 131 

„ 47. Jonathan's friendship to David ; Saul's enmity ... 134 

1060 48. David at Nob; flees to Adullain; many join him 137 

„ 49. The priests at Nob slain ; Samuel dies ... 140 

„ 50. Nabal's churlishness to David ; Abigail's present 144 

„ 51. Nabal dies ; David marries Abigail; spares Saul 147 

3055 52. Saul consults a witch ; Samuel appears to him... 150 

„ 53. David spoils the Amalekites ; the battle on Gilboa 154 

„ 54. David's lament for Saul ; David anointed ... 157 
„ 55. Abner proclaims Ishbosheth king ; Abner is slain ; 

Ishbosheth is slain ... f ... ... 160 

1048-1045 56. David anointed ; takes Mount Zion; ark removed 164 

1044-1043 57. David's prosperity; he resolves to build a temple 168 

1036-1031 58. David's sin ; Nathan reproves him ; Solomon born 171 

1030-1025 59. Amnon's wickedness ; Absalom's conspiracy ... 175 

1025 60. David flees; Absalom comes to Jerusalem ... 178 

„ • 61. The Council; of Ahithophel ; Absalom slain ... 181 

1022 62. David returns ; Sheba's revolt suppressed ... 185 

1019-1017 63. Gibeonites avenged ; David numbers the people... 188 

1015 64. David's charge to Solomon ; A donijah rebels ... 192 

1014 65. Preparations for the temple ; death of David ... 195 

„ 66. Solomon's sacrifice and vision ; of Adonijah ... 198 
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B.C. LI8S. SUBJECTS OF THK LESSONS. PAOB. 

10)3-1 01 1 67. Solomon's marriage ; of Hiram; Shimei slain ... 201 
1 005 68. The temple built, and furnished with costly vessels 204 
1004 69. The temple dedicated ; God accepts the temple ... 206 
1003-992 70. Tadmor built; Queen of Sheba visits Salomon... 209 
992-980 71. Solomon's dominion; his fame; he forsakes God 213 
978-975 72. Solomon's enemies ; repentance; Proverbs; death 216 

PERIOD VI. 

The Kingdoms of Judah and Israel, 369 years. 

*** THE LIMES IN ITALICS REFER TO THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 

975 73. Rehoboam reigns ; revolt of the ten tribe* ... 220 

974 74. Jeroboam? s idolatry; the altar rent; his arm is 

withered; the disobedient prophet ... ... 222 

972-958 75* Rehoboam forsakes God ; Shishak's invasion ... 226 

957-953 76. Abijah's success ; Asa reigns; Jeroboam dies ... 228 

951-941 77. Asa conquers the Ethiopians ; he purchases aid 

against Baasha, and is reproved ... ... 232 

930-918 78. Omri builds Samaria; Ahab reigns ... ... 235 

917-912 79. Asa dies; Jehoshaphat reigns well and prospers ... 238 

910-906 80. Elijah's mission to Ahab; his miracles; a famine 240 

905 81. The sacrifice on Carmel; the priests of Baal slain 243 

902 82. Elijah at Horeb ; God comforts him ; Elisha is called 246 

901 83. Siege of Samaria ; victory promised to Ahab ... 249 

900 84. Benhadad taken; Ahab's covenant with him ... 252 

899 85. Ahab covets Naboth's Vineyard; Naboth stoned ... 255 

897 86, Battle at Ramoth-gilead; Ahab is slain.. ... 258 

896 87. Jehoshaphat reproved ; conquers the Moabites, &c. 261 

„ 88. Ahaziah's impiety ; Elijah is translated to heaven 263 

„ 89. Elisha succeeds Elijah ; the Moabites conquered ... 267 

892 90. Elisha multiplies the widow's oil; heals the pottage 270 

„ 91. Naaman is cured of his leprosy ; Gehazi punished 272 

889 92. The Syrian host smitten with blindness ... ... 276 

„ 93. Jehoshaphat dies jJehoram reigns; restores idolatry 279 

886-885 94. Benhadad besieges Samaria; HazaeVs conspiracy... 281 

884 95. Jehu anointed ; Jezebel slain ; Jehu destroys Baal 284 

878-856 96. Athaliah reigns; Joash succeeds; temple repaired 288 

S56-840 97. OfJehu,Jehoahaz,andJehoash; Elisha' s death... 290 

840 98. Idolatry & ingratitude of Joash ; Hazael's invasion 293 

839-825 99. Joash is slain ; Amaziah reigns ; wars with Jehoash 295 

810-808 100. Uzziah reigns ; wars with the Philistines, &c. ... 298 

801-787 101. Hosea, Amos, and Joel prophesy ... ... 301 

„ 102. Jonah commanded to cry against Nineveh ... 305 

784-776 103. Death of Jeroboam II; interregnum in Israel ... 308 

772-762 104. Shallum f Menahem, Pekahiah, and Pekah reign 

in succession; Uzziah 's transgression ... 311 
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B.C. LESS. SUBJECTS OF THJC LK3SONS. PACK. 

75d-742 105. Reigns of Jotham and Ahaz; Isaiah prophesies ... 3J3 
741-730 106. Wickedness of Ahaz; he is taken captive ; Pekah 

invades Judah ; idolatry of Ahaz ... ... 316 

(740) (FIRST CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL.) 

730 {Shalmaneser makes Hoshea tributary) 

726 107. Ahaz dies ; Hezekiah reigns; the passover kept... 319 
725-721 108. Prophecies of Micah ; Shalmaneser subdues and 

imprisons Hoshea ; he takes all Israel captive 322 
(721) END OF THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 

720-713 109. Hezekiah resists Assyria; his illness; the dial ... 325 
711-706 110. Hezekiah's ostentation ; Sennacherib's invasion ... 328 
699-698 111. Isaiah prophesies ; Hezekiah's prosperity and death 331 
698-643 112. Manasseh's captivity ; his repentance ; Amon reigns 334 
641-624 113. Josiah's good reign ; the book of the law found ... 337 
„ 114. Zephaniah and Jeremiah reprove the Jews ... 339 
611-609 115. Josiah slain; Habakkuk prophesies; of Jehoahaz 342 
608-606 116. Jeremiah's predictions; he is accused; the Rechabites 345 
„ 117. Jeremiah specifies the seventy years' captivity; 

Nebuchadnezzar spoils Jerusalem & the temple 348 

PERIOD VII. 
The Captivity and the Return of the Jews. 206 years. 
606-599 118. Of Daniel; Jehoiakim rebels; Nebuchadnezzar 

besieges Jerusalem; Zedekiah made king ... 351 
„ 119. Jeremiah prophesies of the captivity and resoration 353 
„ 120. Denounces the princes ; Ezekiel prophesies ... 356 
593 121. Zedekiah rebels; Jeremiah is imprisoned ... 359 
590-588 122. Jerusalem besieged ; Zedekiah slain ... ... 362 

(588) THE COMPLETE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH. 

„ 123. Gedaliah ; Ezekiel prophesies against Tyre ... 365 
570 124. Nebuchaduezaar's vision ; Shadrach, Meshach,and 

Abednego are cast into a fiery furnace ... 368 
569-561 125. Nebuchadnezzar's pride punished ; Daniel's vision 372 
555-538 126. Belshazzar's feast ; the hand-writing on the wall ; 

Cyrus takes Babylon; Belshazzar is slain ... 375 
537-536 127. Daniel is accused ; God preserves him in the den 

of lions ; Cyrus proclaims liberty to the Jews 378 
534-464 128. The second temple; conspiracy of the Samaritans 382 
462-458 129. Ahasuerus deposes Vashti and marries Esther ... 385 
453-452 130. Haman's enmity to the Jews ; Mordecai promoted 388 
452-444 131. Haman is hanged ; Nehemiah visits Jerusalem ... 391 
440-400 132. The walls completed; Nehemiah testifies against 

the Jews ; Malachi prophesies of John Baptist 394 
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PERIOD I. 

FROM THE CREATION TO THE DELUGE. 
B.C. 4004— B.C. 2348. 1656 years. 

1. THE CREATION AND THE FALL OF MAN. 
Genesis i.-iii. 

*** The words, phrases, %c. of which explanations are given, are preceded by afuUpoint (•) ; 
the names of places noticed are in italics. 

In the -beginning God -created the -heaven and the -earth. 
And the earth was -without form, and void ; and -darkness was 
upon the -face of the deep. On the first day God created -light. 
On the second day God made the -firmament. On the third 
day God -divided the waters from the land, and created -plants. 
On the fourth day God made the sun, moon, and stars. On the 
fifth day God created the -fishes and the birds. On the sixth day 
God created the -cattle, the beasts, and -creeping things ; and 
last of all he -made man, in his own image. God having created 
all things in six days, pronounced them to be -very good. He 
•rested on the seventh day, and -blessed it. 

And the Lord God planted a garden -eastward in Eden ; and 
out of the ground he made to grow every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food ; the -tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the -tree of knowledge of good afod evil. 
And the Lord God put -Adam, the man whom he had formed, 
into the garden of Eden, to -dress it and to keep it. And the 
Lord God brought unto Adam every beast of the field and 
every fowl of the air, to see what he would call them ; and 
whatsoever he called every living creature that was the -name 
thereof. 

And God said " It is not good that the man should be alone, 
I will make him a -help meet for him ;" so he formed a woman 
and brought her unto the man. And Adam called his wife's 
name Eve, because she was to be the mother of all living. 

B 1 
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THE CREATION. 



God permitted Adam and Eve to eat of all the fruits that 
grew in Eden except one ; that one was the tree of knowledge. 
The -serpent -deceived Eve, and -tempted her to sin. She ate of 
the fruit which God had forbidden and gave also to her husband ; 
thus they both disobeyed God. God -cursed the serpent, and 
promised a Saviour to -redeem man from his power. He said to 
the woman that her sorrow should be increased with the 
increase of children ; and to the man he said, " Cursed is the 
ground for thy sake ; -in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground ; for out of it wast thou taken ; for 
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." 

When God had thus -sentenced Adam and Eve to suffering 
and to death, he -expelled them from the garden of Eden. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



beginning — the commencement. 

created— caused to exist. 

heaven — the expanse which surrounds 
the earth, including the celestial bodies 
— planets, stars, and comets. 

earth — the planet on which we live, 
with its various productions. 

without form and void — not in its pre- 
sent shape, nor occupied by the num- 
erous beings and productions which 
exist upon it. 

darkness — absence of light. ^ 

face of the deep — surface of the waters 
which covered the whole earth. 

light — the medium of vision. 

firmament — the atmosphere, or aerial 
medium surrounding the earth, nnd in 
which it revolves ; by its means light 
and sound are transmitted, and animals 
exist. 

divided, $c. — gathered the waters 
into channels, or hollow places, thus 
causing the dry land to appear. 

plants — everything included in the 
vegetable kingdom, viz.: grass, herbs, 
and trees ; there are more than 80,000 
species of plants. 

2 



fishes and birds — the animals of the 
waters and the firmament. 

cattle and beasts — domestic and wild 
animals. 

creeping things — this term is supposed 
to apply to such animals as the lizard, 
snake, &c. as well as creeping insects. 

made man — formed man in his bodily 
parts and gave him a living soul. 

in his own image — having dominion ; 
Ps. viii.6; true knowledge, Col. Hi. 10; 
holiness, Eccles. vii.29; Ephes iv.24. 

vet y good — admirably adapted for the 
purposes intended. 

rested — ceased from further acts of 
creative power. 

blessed — added happiness to a holy 
observance of it. 

eastward — toward the sun-rising. 

treeof life — the means of renewed and 
prolonged existence to man. 

tree of knowledge — the test by which it 
should be known whether man would 
remain good, or prefer becoming evil. 

Adam — ' the ground/ or * earth ;' the 
human body is composed of earthy 
elements. Paul says, the first Adam 
is of the earth, ' earthy Cor. xv. 4T. 
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dress and keep — to keep the trees and 
the plants in order, and to preserve the 
various species, not only by observing 
their various habits, but by pruning, 
grafting, planting, <fec. 

mxfltt-s-many of the Hebrew names of 
animals express some peculiarity or 
quality of size, form, disposition, <fcc. 

help meet— a. being endowed with a 
rational soul, and having feelings 
similar to his own. 

Eve — s life the companion and 
'help-meet' of Adam, and the mother of 
the whole human family. Neither 
Adam nor Eve had to pass through the 
years of infancy and phildhood. 

serpent — the devil. Rev. xii. 9 ; xx. 2. 

deceived — caused to err, by making 
her believe a lie. 

tempted — offered inducements ; spoke 
of the advantages of disobedience. 



GOD SEEN IN HIS WORKS. [4004-2348 B.C. 

cursed — given over to punishment 
and misery. 

redeem — to restore by paying the 
price. " * 

in sorrow— with feelings of anxiety, 
care, and trouble, yet not without hope 
sentenced— pronounced the punish- 
ment for disobedience. 



expelled — drove out. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

Eden is supposed to have been situ- 
ated near the head of the Persian 
Gulf, where the rivers Euphrates and 
Tigris empty their waters ; but several 
other situations have been assigned to 
the garden of Eden. The name, Eden, 
means pleasure or delight, thus indi- 
cating the great beauty and richness of 
Adam's first inheritance ; hence it was 
not uncommon for pleasant localities to 
be called Eden. 



GOD'S EXISTENCE SHOWN IN THE UNIVERSE. 

"GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH." 

Who gave the sun his noonday light? 
Who taught the moon to shine by night? 
Whose hands the sheet of heaven unrolled, 
All set with stars like drops of gold? 

Who gave the winds their course to know ? 
The ocean-tides to ebb and flow? 
And day and night preserve their bounds ? 
And changing seasons lno\^ their rounds? 
Could man conceive the vast design ? 
Could he the grand machine combine? 
Stretch his weak hands from pole to pole, 
And bid them on their centre roll? 
'Twas God who gave creation birth, 
God formed this wondrous globe of earth, 
And breathe'd throughout the mighty whole, 
The likeness of a living soul. 

Bow then to God, O all that live ! 
To God eternal praises give; 
Who fashioned by his mighty hand 
Sun, moon, and stars, and sea, and land. 

* Roscoe. 
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2. CAIN, ABEL, AND SETH. 
Genesis iv.-v. 5. 

Cain was the eldest son of Adam and Eve. His brother 
•Abel was their second son. Abel was a keeper of sheep, but 
Cain was a -tiller of the ground. They both brought -offerings 
to God. Cain's offering was of the -fruits of the earth. Abel's 
offering was of the -firstlings of his flock. God -accepted Abel 
and his offering,, but unto Cain and his offering he had -not 
respect, Cain became very angry, and his -countenance fell. 
The Lord reproved Cain, and said " Why art thou wroth ? and 
why is thy countenance fallen ? If thou doest well, shalt thou 
not be accepted ?" 

And Cain talked with Abel his brother ; and it came to pass 
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel 
his brother, and slew him. The Lord then said unto Cain, e 
" What hast thou done ? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth 
unto me from the ground, and now art thou -cursed from the 
earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand ; when thou tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her strength ; a -fugitive, and a 
•vagabond shalt thou be in the earth." Cain feared that some 
one would slay him, but the Lord said unto him, " Whosoever 
slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold." 
And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt 
in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. Here he built a 
city, and had many -descendants. One of his descendants, 
named Jabal, -invented -tents ; another, Jubal, invented 
•musical instruments ; another, Tubal, was an -artificer in brass 
and iron. 

God gave Adam and Eve a son who was called -Seth. He 
was a good man. His descendants were called the children 
of God. The descendants of Cain were called the children 
of men. Adam was one-hundred-and-thirty years old at the 
birth of Seth. Adam and Eve had many other sons and 
daughters. Mankind increased very fast because they lived 
so long. Adam lived nine-hundred-and-thirty years. 
4 

Digitized by Google 



"THE CUBSE OF CAIN." [4004-2348 B.C. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Cain — * possession implying a high 
sense of value ; Eve imagined this 
child was the promised deliverer, 
bence she exclaimed on first seeing him 
'I have gotten a man from Jehovah.' 

Abel — * vanity ;' this name plainly 
shows that our first parents had their 
hopes centred in Cain, in contrast with 
whom they esteemed this child as 
'vanity.' 

tiller — a husbandman, a cultivator of 
the ground. 

offerings — things dedicated to God, 
as expressive of the gratitude and 
depen dance of the offerer. 

fruits — produce of the soil. 

firstlings — the first born. 

accepted — showed favour towards by 
a visible sign. 

not respect — not regard ; took no 
favourable notice of it. 

countenance fell — looked sullen and 
revengeful. 

// thou doest well — Isa. i. 16,17 ; 
Ezek.xxxiii. 11-19 ; Rom. ii. 6,7. 

cursed from, ifc. — not a spot on the 
surface of the world would yield him 
comfort ; unhappiness and discontent 
would be his portion. 



fugitive — banished from the presence 
of his parents and kindred. 

vagabond — conscious guilt would 
render him unsettled in his habits even 
though distant from his father's home, 
the scene of his awful crime. 
descendants — offspring, children, grand- 
children, <fec. 

invented— found out ; contrived a new 
thing. 

tents — these were the constant dwell- 
ings of men in early times ; the cover- 
ings of the tents were generally of 
coarse hair-cloth. Lessons 7,20,116. 

musical instruments — many are men- 
tioned in the Bible which will be de- 
scribed under their respective names. 

artificer — a clever workman in arts 
executed by the hand j a worker in 
metals. 

Seth — 'a substitute;' because given 
instead of Abel; the invention of 
letters is ascribed to him. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Nod — * laud of wandering ;' was a 
country east of Eden. It was so named 
because Cain the "fugitive" dwelt 
there, when he fled from the presence 
of his bereaved and sorrowing parents, 
after he had murdered his brother. 



THE CURSE OF CAIN. 

" WHERE IS ABEL THY BROTHER ?" 

O the wrath of the Lord is a terrible thing ! 
Like the tempest that withers the blossoms of spring, 
Like the thunder that bursts on the summer's domain, 
It fell on the head of the homicide Cain. 

And lo! like a deer in the fright of the chase, 
With a fire in his heart, and a brand on his face, 
He speeds him afar to the desert of Nod — 
A vagabond smote by the vengeance of God. 

All nature to him has been blasted and bann'd, 
And the blood of a brother yet reeks on his hand ; 
And no vintage has grown, and no fountain has sprung, 
For cheering bis heart, or for cooling his tongue. 
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The groans of a father his slumbers shall start, 
And the tears of a mother shall pierce to his heart, 
And the kiss of his children shall scorch him like flame, 
When he thinks of the curse that hangs over his name. 

And the wife of his bosom — the faithful and fair — 
Can mix no sweet drop in his cup of despair ; 
For her tender caress and her innocent breath, 
But stir in his soul the hot embers of wrath. 

And his offering may blaze — unregarded by Heaven; 
And his spirit may pray — yet remain unforgiven, 
And bis grave may be close'd — but no rest to him bring 
O the wrath of the Lord is a terrible thing ! 



3. ENOCH. METHUSELAH. NOAH. THE DELUGE. 

Genesis v. 6-vii. 

•Enoch was a descendant of Seth. God -took him to 
heaven when he was three-hundred-aDd-sixty-five years old, 
because he -walked with God. Seth died some years after, 
being nine-hundred-and-twelve years old. Enoch had a son 
named -Methuselah. He was the oldest man that we read of. 
He lived nine-hundred-and-sixty-nine years. Methuselah 
had a son named -Lamech. Lamech was the father of -Noah. 
When Noah was born Lamech said he should comfort them. 
Noah became the father of three sons, -Shem, -Ham, and 
•Japheth. 

The wickedness of men increased on the earth. God said 
he would destroy mankind by a -Flood, but he would save 
Noah and his family. God commanded Noah to make an -ark 
of wood. He said " Behold I do bring a flood of waters upon 
the earth, to destroy all flesh wherein is the breath of life, 
from under heaven ; and every thing that is in the earth shall 
die. But with thee will I -establish my -covenant ; and thou 
shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and 
thy sons' wives with thee. And of every living thing of all 
flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep 
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THE DELUGE. 



[4004-2348 B.C. 



them alive with thee ; they shall be male and female. Of 
fowls after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth 
after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep 
them alive. And take unto thee of all food that is eaten, and 
thou shalt gather it to thee ; and it shall be for food for thee, 
and for them/' 

Noah obeyed God by building the ark ; while it was being 
built he -warned mankind of the approaching flood. He then 
went into the ark, as God had commanded him ; the rain 
began to fall, and the -fountains of the great deep were also 
broken up. The waters increased on the earth forty days and 
forty nights. The waters rose above the highest mountains. 
•All flesh died, except Noah, his family, and the living things 
that were with them in the ark. The waters prevailed on the 
earth one-hundred-and-fifty days. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Enoch — 'dedicated ;' this highly 
favoured saint foretold the judgment of 
God upon the wicked. Jude 14.15. This 
prophecy had, no doubt, a primary 
reference to the flood which God 
brought in upon the ungodly. 

took him — removed him from this 
world without dying. St. Paul says 
u God translated him that he should not 
see death." 

walked, tfc. — bis feelings, thoughts, 
and conduct were in agreement with 
the known character of God. 

Methuselah—* blessed be God.' 

Lantech — * sending;' he died about 
five years before the flood. 

Noah — ' rest,' or 'comfort;' his 
father probably had a prophetic intima- 
tion that this son should be the peculiar 
object of the divine favour and the 
medium of blessing to the world ; 
hence, concluding that he was the pro- 
mised Saviour, he called him Noah. 

Shem — 'name,' 'renown;' his five 
sons peopled the most delightful dis- 



tricts of the East. From him descended 
fhe Messiah, who is called ' the plant 
of renown,' whose fame shall extend 
all over the earth. Ezekiel xxxiv. 29. 

Ham — 'hot ;' referring, no doubt, to 
the regions his descendants would 
inhabit. 

Japheth — 'extension ;' fulfilled in his 
numerous and wide-spread posterity. 

wickedness — daring sin ; opposition to 
God's will, and denial of his power. 

increased — became daily less tolerable. 

flood— the waters were to cover the 
earth as they did at first Less. 1. 

ark— a vessel to float on the waters. 

establish — make sure ; confirm. 

covenant — the divine promise. Less. 4. 

warned — told them of their danger. 

fountains — sources of rivers and 
springs. Job xxviii. 10,11, and Ezek. 
xxvi. 19. 

all flesh died— because the human 
family had become morally corrupt. 
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ENOCH'S EXAMPLE. 



WALKING WITH GOD. 



"ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD." 



To " walk with God"— -this Enoch did, 

And thus God's children do; 
They " walk hy faith, and not by sight," 

With Jesus full in view. 

To "walk with God" — as two dear friends, 

Conversing every day; 
Such company will make amends 

For troubles by the way. 

To "walk with God"— that child who would, 

Must with his God agree; 
Sin he abhors — and loves what's good — 

And heaven he longs to see. 



To " walk with God"— Ah ! this is bliss ! 

Our heaven begun below ; 
And in a world of snares like this, 

It saves from many a foe. 

To "walk with God" is my desire, 

Whatever others do; 
And lest I weary grow, and tire, 

I'll lean upon him too. 

Yes, gracious God ! I'll lean on thee— 

Thy promises, thy word, 
My strength and my support shall be, 



And, when my journey here is done, 

O let me come to thee; 
And sit with Jesus on his throne, 

Thy glorious face to see. 




COWPER. 




PERIOD II. 



FROM THE DELUGE TO THE DEATH OF JOSEPH. 
B.C. 2347 — B.C. 1635. 712 years. 

4. HISTORY OF NOAH AFTER THE FLOOD. 



God -remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the 
cattle that was with him in the ark ; and God made a wind to 
pass over the earth, and the waters -assuaged. The fountains 
also of the deep and the -windows of heaven were stopped, and 
the rain from heaven was -restrained. And the waters -return- 
ed from off the earth continually, and after the end of one- 
hundred-and-fifty days the waters were -abated ; and the ark 
rested on the mountains of Ararat, Noah sent forth a -raven 
and a -dove ; the raven did not return, but the dove returned. 
Seven days after, Noah sent forth the dove again and she 
returned with an -olive leaf in her mouth. Noah sent forth the 
dove again seven days after, and it returned no more. God 
commanded Noah to leave the ark. Noah did so, and offered 
a -sacrifice to God which he graciously accepted. God then 
•promised that -seed-time and -harvest, and -cold and -heat, and 
•summer and -winter, and day and night, should never cease. 
God promised never more to destroy the earth by a flood, and 
as a -token of his promise he set his -bow in the cloud. He 
said, " And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over 
the earth that the bow shall be seen in the cloud ; and I will 
remember my covenant, which is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh ; and the waters shall no more 
become a flood to destroy all flesh." 

After the flood, Noah planted a vineyard. He made wine 
of the grapes, of which he drank and was drunken. His son 
Ham -mocked him. When Noah rose from his wine, he fore- 
told that the descendants of Ham should be servants to the 
descendants of Shem and Japheth, whom he blessed because 
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PERIOD II. J "THE BOW IN THE CLOUD." 



they were dutiful. One of Shem's descendants was Heber, 
from whom the Hebrews were probably named. Shem is 
called the father of all the children of Heber ; so that it would 
appear the Hebrews descended through Shem, the son of Noah. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



remembered— had a gracious regard, 
towards them 

assuaged— decreased ; became less 
and less. ' 

windows— < flood-gates the clouds 
which retain the raiu. Mai. iii. 10. 

restrained— kept back. Gen. i. 7. 

returned— gradually sank into their 
natural beds or channels. 

abated — became less and less. 

raven — a bird that would be lured to 
feed on dead bodies if any were visible. 

dove — a bird strong in flight, that feeds 
on the earth, and that loves its home. 

olive — a beautiful and valuable ever- 
green ; it is abundant in the East. 

sacrifice — an offering, or a thing 
devoted to God. Sacrifices were 
generally consumed by fire. 

promised — Lesson 3, * covenant.' 

seed-time — from the beginning of 
October to the beginning of December. 

harvest — from the beginning of April 
to the beginning of June. 

cold — from the beginning of February 
to the beginning of April. 

heat — from the beginning of August 
to the beginning of October. 

summer— from the beginning of June 
to the beginning of August. 

winter — from the beginning of De- 



cember to the beginning of February. 
In Palestine and the neighbouring 
countries the Arabs still reckon the six 
divisions of the year here spoken of. 

token — a sign or mark of remem- 
brance. 

bow — rainbow ; thus constituting that 
which is the invariable result of the 
sun shining through the rain as a sign 
of the unchangeableness of God's 
promise. 

vineyard— -a plantation of vines. 

mocked— jeered ; laughed contempt- 
uously. Lesson 9, ' offence.' 

servants— slaves ; Africa, whence the 
negro slaves are procured, is peopled 
by Ham's descendants. 

Heber or J26er— 'from the other 
side' ; referring to the emigration of his 
far-famed descendant, Abraham, from 
Mesopotamia to Canaan. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Ararat— 'cursed a mountainous 
district lying near the centre of the 
kingdom of Armenia; in the north-east 
portion of the mountain range there 
are two peaks, the highest of which is 
said to be 17,000 feet above the level of 
the sea. It was probably on one of 
the lower slopes of this mountain that 
Noah, his family, and the living crea- 
tures which had been preserved during 
the deluge disembarked from the ark. 



THE BOW IN THE CLOUD. 

"AND THE DOVE CAME IN. .AND LO IN HER MOUTH WAS AN OLIVE LEAF.' 

Sweet Dove ! the softest, steadiest plume 

In all the sunbright sky, 
Brightening in ever-changeful bloom 
As breezes change on high; — 
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THE BUILDING OF BABEL. [2347-1635 B.C. 



Sweet Leaf! the pledge of peace and mirth, 
"Long sought, and lately won," 

Bless'd increase of reviving Earth, 
When first it felt the Sun;— 

Sweet Rainhow ! pride of summer days, 
High set at Heaven's command, 

Though into drear and dusky haze 
Thou melt on either hand;— 

Dear tokens of a pardoning God, 

We hail ye, one and all, 
As when our fathers walk'd abroad, 

Freed from their twelvemonths' thrall, 

God, by His bow, vouchsafes to write 

This truth in Heaven above; 
As every lovely hue is Light, 

So every grace is Love. 



5. THE BUILDING OF BABEL. THE PEOPLING 
OF THE EARTH. 
Genesis xi. 1-9, x. & xi. 10-23. 

About one-hundred-and-thirteen years after the flood, many 
people having journeyed from 'the East, -settled in the -plain of 
Shinar, And they said one to another, " Let us build us a 
city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven ; and let 
us make us a -name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face 
of the whole earth." 

They all spoke one language ; but God said he would there 
•confound their language, that they might not understand one 
another's speech. It was because God wished them to be 
settled -in various parts of the world, that he made them to 
speak different languages. So they left off to build the city 
and the tower, and -separated from each other. Therefore the 
name of the place is called Babel because the Lord did there 
confound the language of all the earth ; and from thence did 
the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 
Thus were they punished. 
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PERIOD II.] 



DESCENDANTS OF NOAH. 



The descendants of Shem dwelt in Armenia and the East. 
The descendants of Ham peopled Canaan, Arabia, Egypt, 
and Africa. The descendants of Japheth inhabited western 
Asia and Europe. -Nimrod, a descendant of Ham, built 
several cities in Babylonia. He was the first king. -Asshur 
was a descendant of Shem ; he built Nineveh, and other cities. 
A son of Ham, named Canaan, had eleven sons ; they lived in 
different parts of the land of Canaan, and their descendants 
were called Canaanites ; the eldest, Sidon, was the father of 
the Sidonians ; the other sons of Canaan were the fathers of 
the Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgasites, Hivites, Arkites, 
Smites, Aradites, Zemarites, and Hamathites. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



settled — had fixed their residence. 

plain — an open level tract of country. 

name — make ourselves, 'renowned' 
by the confederacy we have formed, 
and the work we have undertaken. 

one language — the original language 
which God gave to Adam. 

confound — confuse, so as to break up 
all possibility of working in harmony. 

in various parts — that God's design in 
creating man — to replenish or fill the 
earth — might be carried out. 

separated — parted from each other; 
spread abroad. 

Nimrod — 'rebel;' the first who as- 
sumed dominion over his fellow-men. 

Asshur — from whom the country 
called Assyria received its name. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

The East — the portions of the world 
thus spoken of in the scriptures are 
generally those which lie east of Judea, 
particularly Mesopotamia, Armenia, 
and Persia. 

Shinar — an extensive <fe very fertile 

(►lain, and the proper name of Baby- 
onia; it comprehended much of the 
countries between the rivers Euphrates 
and Tigris. 
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Babel — 'confusion ;' the seat of the 
great confederacy of man to thwart the 
design of God. 

Canaan — the country inhabited by 
the descendants of Canaan, a son of 
Ham. It was a land of great fertility, 
flowing with milk and honey. God pro- 
mised Abraham that his posterity should 
possess this land. Less. 6. 

Arabia — a large country south and 
east of Canaan and to the east of Egypt. 

Egypt — an ancient and a celebrated 
country and kingdom of Africa. 

Africa — one of the five great, divi- 
sions of the earth ; known in Scripture 
as the land of Ham. 

Asia — the largest of the five divisions 
of the earth; the principal countries 
mentioned in the Old Testament, except 
Egypt, were in Asia. 

Europe — the smallest of the five 
division? of the earth; its inhabitants 
are intelligent and enterprising. 

Nineveh — the metropolis of Assyria, 
it was founded by Asshur, and situated 
on the river Tigris; its remains have 
been recently discovered, and some of 
its sculptures brought into England. 
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FAMILY OF TERAH. [2347-1635 B.C. 



THE VAIN EFFORTS OF MAN. 

"LET US MAKE US A NAME." 

" Deep be the building laid, 

The tower shall reach to heaven 
The boasting word was said, 

The proud command was given, 
And well the work was plann'd, 



And who shall stay the hand, 
And stop the builder's pride? 

The Lord the work surveyed, 

He saw the tower arise, 
Whose top they proudly said 
Should reach unto the skies. 
Wise men the work had plann'd, 

Strong men the building raise; 
Why do the workmen stand, 

And all confounded gaze? 

With labour vast they toiled, 

Their labour proves in vain ; 
By change of speech they 're foiled 

In their work on Shinar's plain. 
And children ! have you power 

To strive against the Lord, 
Who the men of Babel's tower 

Confounded by his word. 



6. FAMILY OF TERAH. THE CALL OF ABRAM. 



Genesis ix. 28,29 ; xi. 23-xii. 9. 



Terah, a descendant of Shem, had three sons, named -Abram, 
Nahor, and Haran. Haran was the father of Lot. Terah 
lived at Ur in Chaldea. Noah was alive when Terah lived in 
Chaldea. Noah lived to be nine-hundred-and-fifty years old. 
He probably lived in Armenia after the flood, and died there. 
Soon after the death of Noah, Abram was born. Haran, the 
eldest son of Terah, died before his father in the land of his 
•nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees, leaving one son named Lot, 
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PERIOD II.] THE CALL OF ABRAM. 

and two daughters named Milcah and -Sarai. The two 
remaining sons of Terah married the daughters of Haran ; 
Milcah became the wife of Nahor ; and Sarai was married to 
Abram. 

God called Abram to leave Chaldea, and he, together with 
the whole house of Terah, came to Haran, at which place they 
remained some years. Terah died at Haran. Abram was 
then seventy-five years of age ; the divine command was 
renewed. God said to him, " Get thee out of thy , country, 
and from thy -kindred, and from thy -father's house, unto -a 
land which I will shew thee ; and I will make of thee -a great 
nation, and I will -bless thee, and make thy -name great ; and 
thou -shalt be a blessing ; and I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee ; and -in thee shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed." 

Abram separated himself from the household of Nahor, 
and obeyed the call of God, for he came into Canaan with 
Sarai, his wife, and Lot, his brother's son. And when they 
came to the plain of Moreh, the Lord appeared unto Abram, 
and said, " Unto thy seed will I give -this land." Here 
Abram builded an -altar unto the Lord, and he removed from 
thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his 
tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east, and 
there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the 
•name of the Lord. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Abram — 'higfh father;' a prophetic 
intimation of his future greatness. 

nativity — birth •place; one's country. 

Sarai — 'my princess;' she was the 
grand -daughter of Terah, and the niece 
of Abram. 

kindred — relations by blood of every 
degree — fathers, brothers, cousins, &c. 

father's house — the residence of his 
ancestors. 

a land — God had not yet named it to 
him, t hat his faith might be exercised. 

a great nation— to be the parents of a 

u 



nnmerous progeny, which should con- 
stitute in alter years a great nation, 
was an object of ambition among the 
ancients. 

bless thee — give happiness to him per- 
sonally, and in his family. 

name great — cause him to be univer- 
sally known and respected. 

shall be, tfc. — good men are the means 
of blessing to others. 

in thee — Abram and his descendants 
were the preservers of the divine truth 
during successive ages, till Christ came 
who brought salvation unto all men. 
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"WALKING : 

this land— A b ram's fai th being proved , 
God now names his inheritance. 

altar — a low building of stone or 
other materials on which sacrifices were 
placed. 

name of the Lord — the known char- 
acter of God ; proofs had been given of 
his terrible power, his goodness, and his 
faithfulness; as well as of his for- 
bearance towards sinners notwith- 
standing his hatred of sin. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Uz — 'fire' or 'light;' probably a 
sacred city, specially devoted to the 
worship of the celestial bodies. 

Chaldea — or Babylonia; the ori- 
ginal name of this region was Shinar. 
Chaldea is often used for Babylonia, 



JY FAITH." [2347-1635 B.C. 

and the Chaldeans and Babylonians 
are mentioned as the same people. 

Ha ran — this name was given to the 
city by Haran, the father of Lot; it 
was situated in the north-western part 
of Mesopotamia. Terah died there after 
a residence of about sixty years. 

Moreh — this place was in the vale 
of Shechem ; near it fprew a remark- 
able oak-tree. Gen. xxxv. 3 ; and 
Josh, xx iv. 26. 

Bethel — 'house of God;' at this 
time the place was called Luz, but Moses 
calls it Bethel by anticipation. It was 
first called Bethel by Jacob after his 
dream of angels ascending and de- 
scending. 

Hai or Al — a city about nine miles 
distant from the place where Jericho 
afterwards stood. Lesson 3 1 . 



WALKING BY FAITH. 

"FAITH IS. .THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN." 

'Tis by the faith of joys to come 

We walk through deserts dark as night ; 

Till we arrive at heaven our home, 

Faith is our guide, and faith our light. 

The want of sight she well supplies, 
She makes the pearly gates appear ; 

Far into distant worlds she flies, 
And brings eternal glories near. 

Cheerful we tread the desert through, 
While faith inspires a heavenly ray, 

Though lions roar, and tempests blow, 
And rocks and dangers fill the way. 

So Abram by divine command 

Left his own house to walk with God ; 

His faith beheld the promised! land, 
And fire'd his zeal along the road. 

Watts. 
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PERIOD II.] THE WAR AGAINST SODOM. OF HAGAR. 



7. HISTORY OF ABRAM & LOT. I8HMAEL BORN. 

Genesis xxii. 9-xvi. 

Abram went into Egypt, because there was a -famine in 
Canaan. He told Sarai his wife to say to the king of Egypt, 
that she was his sister. The king took Sarai to his house, but 
God sent -plagues upon -Pharaoh, who soon after sent Sarai and 
Abram away. 

Abram was very rich in cattle, and silver, and gold. Lot 
had also many flocks, and herds, and tents. They journeyed 
together to Bethel. Their -herdsmen quarrelled because there 
was not food enough for all their cattle. Abram wished that 
there should be no strife between them. He told Lot to choose 
a part of the land for himself, and he chose the Plain of Jor- 
dan, near Sodom, because it was well watered. Abram dwelt 
in Canaan. The men of Sodom were very wicked. God 
renewed his promises to Abram, who removed to the plain of 
M arrive. 

Four kings made war against the cities of the plain of Sodom. 
They conquered the kings of the plain, and they took Lot 
prisoner. Abram armed his servants, and pursued the four 
kings. He defeated them, and brought back Lot and all his 
goods. -Melchizedek, -king of Salem, and -priest of the most 
High God, met Abram and blessed him. God afterwards 
renewed his promises to Abram, and said his seed should be 
as numerous as the stars of heaven. Abram then had a -vision, 
and God made known to him the future -bondage of his 
descendants in Egypt. 

•Hagar was Sarai's -handmaid whom she gave to Abram. 
Hagar -despised her mistress, "and fled from her. The angel of 
the Lord found Hagar in the wilderness. He told her to 
return, and -submit to her mistress. He said she should 
have a son, and call his name -Ishmael. He said Ishmael 
should be a -wild man ; that his hand should be against every 
man, and every man's hand against him. Hagar called the 
name of the Lord that spake unto her " Thou God seest me." 
The well was called Beer-la-hai-roi. Soon after this Ishmael 
was born; at which time Abram was eighty-six years old. 
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'THOU GOD SEEST ME." [2347-1635 B.C. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



I 1 

lii 



famine— scarcity of food, probably 
from long continued drought. 

plagues — 'strokes;' inflictions of Di- 
vine vengeance on account of sins. 

Pharaoh — ' the sun ;' a name assumed 
by several of the ancient kings of Egypt 

herdsmen — care-takers of cattle ; the 
latriarchs who followed the pastoral 
life had large possessions of flocks and 
herds. At this early period, the land was 
not enclosed for culture. In summer 
the shepherds moved northward for the 
protection which the hill-country af- 
forded from the heat, and in the winter 
they removed to the plains of the south. 

Metchizedek — ' king of righteousness ;' 
it is not known whether he had a prede- 
cessor or successor in his kinglv and 
priestly office. He was probably one 
of the chief princes of the Canaanites. 

king — the chief magistrate or highest 
authority in a country. 

priest — one appointed to offer sacri- 
fices for others. 

vision — a supernatural appearance of 
future events, usually shown in dreams 
at night, or in a trance. 

bondage — servitude by compulsion, 
not by mutual agreement ; slavery. 

Hagar — an Egyptian slave, a descend- 
ant of Ham. Les. 4, < servants.' 

handmaid — a female servant who 
waits at hand. 

despised — scorned ; behaved contemp- 
tuously or disrespectfully. 



submit — to yield meekly and obedi- 
ently, not answering again. 

Ishmael — ' God shall hear because 
God heard Hagar's sighs of grief when 
in the wilderness. 

icild— of a roving disposition ; not 
subject to the restraints of a settled 
community; living by plunder; at 
continual war, but never in subjection. 
Such are the descendants of Ishmael, 
the Arabs, at the present day. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Plain, <fcc. — the southern part of the 
valley of the river Jordan; this region 
was very fertile, part of it was called the 
plain of Siddim, where stood Sodom, 
Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboim, and Zoar. 

Jordan — ' fast-flowing ;' so called 
from the rapidity and the strength of its 
current. Notwithstanding the turbid 
state of the river, yet when its water 
is drawn off and allowed to stand, it 
speedily becomes clear and agreeable, 
and retains its purity for a long time. 

Mamrb — a plain near Hebron ; it 
is supposed that the name Mamre was 
derived from one of the three chieftains 
who accompanied Abram in the pur- 
suit of Chedorlaomer. 

Salem — ' peace ;' the city of which 
Melchizedek was king ; it is supposed to 
have been the first name for Jerusalem. 

Beer-la-hai-roi— 'the well of 
Him that seeth me ;' it is in the wilder- 
ness of Shur, on the south of Canaan. 



THE ALL-SEEING GOD. 

"THOU GOD SEEST ME." 

Lord thou hast searchM and seen me through, 
Thine eye commands with piercing view, 
My rising and my resting hours, 
My heart and all its inward powers. 

My thoughts, hefore they are my own, 
Are to my God distinctly known ; 
He knows the words I mean to speak, 
Ere from my opening lips they break. 
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PERIOD II.] THE NAMES OF ABRAM AND SARAI CHANGED. 



Within thy circling power I stand ; 
On every side I find thy hand : 
Awake, asleep, at home, abroad, 
I am surrounded still with God. 

Amazing knowledge, vast and great ! 
What large extent; what lofty height! 
My soul, with all the powers I boast, 
Is in the boundless prospect lost 

0 may these thoughts possess my breast, 
Where'er I rove, where'er I rest ! 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
Consent to sin, for God is there. 

Watts. 



8. THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM. 
Genesis xvii.-xix. 29. 

When Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord 
appeared to him, and said unto him, "I am the -Almighty 
God ; -walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will make 
my -covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee 
exceedingly." God then said to Abram, " And thou shalt be a 
father of many nations ; neither shall thy name any more 
be called Abram, but thy name shall be -Abraham, for a father 
of many nations have I made thee." God also changed the 
name of Sarai to -Sarah ; and said she should be a mother of 
nations. Sarah was then nearly ninety years old. God said 
the name of Abraham's son should be -Isaac. 

Three -angels visited Abraham, and were entertained by 
him. The promise of a son was repeated, and the coming 
destruction of the cities and people of Sodom was made 
known to him. God said their sins were very -grievous. 
Abraham -interceded for Sodom, saying, " Wilt thou also 
destroy the -righteous with the wicked ?" The Lord answered 
that he would not destroy the city if there were ten righteous 
men in it. 

Two angels went to Lot, and he entertained them in his 
house. The men of Sodom wanted to do wickedly. The 
18 
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SODOM AND GOMORRAH OVERTHROWN. [2347-1635 B.C. 

angels struck the men of Sodom with blindness. They 
hastened Lot and his family from the city, the Lord being 
merciful to him. God -permitted Lot to take -refuge with his 
daughters in Zodr. God then rained upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah -brimstone and fire from heaven. He overthrew 
the cities of the Plain of Jordan, and all the inhabitants. 
Lot's wife disobeyed the divine command, not to lookback 
as they fled from the city ; she looked behind her, and became 
a pillar of salt. Abraham arose early the next morning and 
looked toward Sodom ; he saw that the smoke of the 
country went up like the smoke of a -furnace. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Almighty God— the True God, the 
only Lord who has all power in heaven, 
and in earth ; the worshippers of idols 
'apposed their deities to possess attri- 
butes limited to their rank and duties. 
The true object of worship is, however, 
Almighty. 

walk before — obey me confidently and 
cheerfully, as one who walks in the 
fall light of day. The term implies 
unceasing obedience. 

covenant — the solemn promise or en- 
gagement of Jehovah to bestow peculiar 
blessings on Abram and his posterity ; 
which promise enjoined upon them the 
datv of unswerving obedience to his 
will. When parties who were equal 
made covenants either was at perfect 
liberty to accept or not accept the 
proposal of the other ; but when God 
covemmts with any of his creatures he 
only proposes and man accepts. 

Abraham — * father of many nations ;' 
pot only was he the father of the Israel- 
ites, bat the Ishmaelites, the Midianites, 
and other nations traced their origin 
alike to him. 

Sarah — 4 princess of a multitude.' 

Isaac — ' joy ;* because Abraham laugh- 
ed with delight when God repeated his 
promise of a son, whose mother should 
be Sarah. 

angels — < messengers the holy and 
blessed spirits who are in the pre- 
»enee of the Lord, ever ready to execute 
bis will. 



grievous— heavy ; hard to be borne; 
causing a feeling of grief. 

interceded — prayed for ; srtood for a 
time between them and punishment. 

righteous — persons who regulated 
their life by the laws of God, so as to 

E lease him. Those who act justly and 
enevolently are ' righteous.' 

merciful — compassionate ; pitiful. Ps. 
ciii. 8. 13. 

permitted — allowed in answer to his 
prayer. 

refuge— shelter ; protection. 

brimstone . .the inflammable and suffo- 
cating properties of this mineral ren- 
dered it an effective agent in this work 
of speedy and complete destruction. 

furnace — metals are melted in fur- 
naces, therefore an intense heat is 
required ; the quantity of fuel they 
consume occasions much smoke. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Zoar— ' small though threatened 
with the same destruction as that which 
fell on the other cities of the plain of 
Sodom wjt was spared at Lot's entreaty ; 
its former name was Bela. 

Sodom and Gomorrah— two of the 
cities of the plain of Siddim ; the Dead 
Sea or Salt Lake which now covers the 
site is about fifty miles long and eight 
miles wide ; the Arabs call this lake 
the ' Sea of Lot.' 

19 
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• THE DEAD SEA. 

"AND HE OVERTHREW THOSE CITIES, AND ALL THE PLAIN, AND ALL THE 
INHABITANTS." 

The wind blows chill across those gloomy waves — 
Oh I how unlike the green and dancing main! 

The surge is foul, as if it roll'd o'er graves; — 
Stranger, — here lie the cities of the plain. 

Yes, on the plain, by wild waves covered now, 

Rose palace once, and sparkling pinnacle; 
On pomp and spectacle beam'd morning's glow, 

On pomp and festival the twilight fell. 

Lovely and splendid all, — but Sodom's soul 

Was stain'd with blood, and pride, and perjury ; 

Long warn'd, long spare'd, till her whole heart was foul, 
And fiery vengeance on its clouds came nigh. 

And still she mock'd, and dance'd, and taunting, spoke 
Her sportive blasphemies against the Throne ; — 

It came ! The thunder on her slumber broke: — 

God spake the word of wrath! Her dream was done. 

Yet, in her final night, amid her stood 

Immortal messenger, and pausing Heaven 
Pleaded with man, but she was quite imbued, 

Her last hour wane'd, she scorn'd to be forgiven ! 

'Twas done ! — down pour'd at once the sulphurous shower, 
Down stoop'd in flame, the heaven's red canopy, 

Oh ! for the arm of God in that fierce hour ! — 
'Twas vain, nor help of God or man was nigh. 

They rush, they bound, they howl, the men of sin; — 
Still stoop'd the cloud, still burst the thicker blaze ; 

The earthquake heave'd ! — then sank the hideous din ! — 
Yon wave of darkness o'er their ashes strays. 

Croly. 



9. THE BIRTH OF ISAAC. THE TRIAL OF 
ABRAHAM'S FAITH. 
Genesis xx.-xxiii. 
After the -destruction of the cities of the plain Abraham 
went -southwards and -sojourned in Oerar. He deceived 
•Abimelech, the king, by saying Sarah was his sister. God 
came to Abimelech in a dream and told him to restore Sarah 
20 
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to Abraham. Abimelech reproved Abraham for his -deceit, 
but afterwards made him -presents. 

The son which God promised to Abraham was born. 
Abraham called the child's name Isaac. Abraham was then a 
hundred years old. He and his family lived at Beersheba. 
Ishmael mocked Isaac ;tod for this -offence he and his mother 
were cast out of Abraham's house. Hagar went with her son 
into the Wilderness of Beersheba, Hagar thought Ishmael 
would die of thirst, but God provided water for them both. 
God promised Hagar that he would make of Ishmael a great 
nation. Ishmael gr^w up in the wilderness, and became an 
•archer. His mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. 

God commanded Abraham to -offer up his son Isaac as a 
sacrifice. Abraham prepared to obey God. He went to a 
mountain which God told him of in the land of Moriah. 
There he built an altar, upon which he laid his son ; but as he 
was about to slay him the -angel of the Lord said, " Lay not 
thine hand upon the -lad, neither do thou any thing unto him : 
for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son from me." Abraham then 
offered up a -ram which God had provided instead of Isaac. 
Thus was Abraham's faith -tried, and the sacrifice of Isaac 
prevented. God again blessed Abraham for his obedience. 
Sarah died at the age of one-hundred-and-twejity-seven years. 
Abraham bought of -Ephron, the Hittite, the field and cave of 
Machpelah for a burying^place. There he buried Sarah. 
Sarah is the only woman whose age is recorded in the Bible. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



destruction— complete burning up of 
tbe inhabitants and the plarn ; the site 
was then overflowed by the waters of 
the Jordan. 

southwards — towards tbe meridian, or 
place of the sun at noon. 

sojourned — resided for a time, not 
settled ; we are sojourners upon earth 
as our fathers were. 

Abimelech— ^ father of the king;' a 
common name of the kings of Gerar, 
indicating the hereditary nature of 
their royalty. 



dream— God often made known his 
will to the ancients in dreams. Lesson 
7, * vision,' and Job xxxiii. 14-16. 

deceit — falsehood in word or act ; the 
fear of man was a snare to Abraham, 
and caused him to lie. 

presents — ' gifts either to make 
amends for his detention of Sarah, or 
to secure Abraham's friendship now that 
he knew he was the ' friend of God.' 

offence — sin ; God has always ex- 
pressed his displeasure against the sin of 
mocking. Les. 4, 'mocked' <fe 'servants.' 
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archer — skilled in the use of the bow 
and arrow, both as a hunter and a 
warrior. 

offer up — slay him as a being devoted 
to God in sacrifice. 

angel of the Lord—' messenger one 
that is sent to execute the orders of 
Divine Providence. 

lad — r youth ; Isaac was at this time 
about twenty-five years of age. 

ram — a male goat or sheep, much used 
in sacrifice in after times. 

tried — proved his faith in God's power 
to raise Isaac again from the dead. 
Hebrews xi. 19. 

Ephron — a descendant of Heth; the 
owner of the plot of ground which 
Abraham purchased for a burial- place ; 
this curious transaction is fully re- 
corded at the close of the twenty-third 
chapter of Genesis. 

cave — a natural or artificial excava- 



[ OF HAGAR. 

tion ; caves were used in ancient times 
as burial places. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Gerar — a royal city and country of 
the Philistines, near Gaza, the territory 
of which was extensive. 

Bbersheba— 'the well of the oath 
was the place in the south of Canaan 
where Abraham and Abimelech, king of 
Gerar, made a covenant of peace. 

Wilderness — an uncultivated and 
dreary district: the wilderness here 
spoken of extended southward from Pal- 
estine to Mfunt Sinai. Less. 25. ' W. 
of Paran/ 

Mori ah — the name of a mountain on 
the north-east of Jerusalem. 

Mac h pel ah — the name of the cave, 
near Hebron, which Abraham pur- 
chased of Ephron, the Hittite. Several 
of the patriarchs and their wives were 
buried there. 



HAGAR IN THE DESERT. 

«60D OPENED HER EYES, AND SHE SAW A WELL OP WATER." 

Injured, hopeless, faint, and weary, 

Sad, indignant, and forlorn, 
Through the desert wild and dreary, 

Hagar leads the child of scorn. 

Who can speak a mother's anguish, 

Painted in that tearless eye, 
Which beholds her darling languish, 

Languish unreliev'd, and die. 

Lo ! the empty pitcher fails her, 

Perishing with thirst he lies, 
Death with deep despair assails her, 

Piteous as for aid ne cries. 

From the dreadful image flying, 
Wild she rushes from the sight; 

In the agonies of dying, 

Can she see her souVs delight? 

. Lo ! the angel of the Lord, 

Comes thy great distress to cheer, 
Listen to tne gracious word, 
See, divine relief is near. 
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"Lift thine eyes, heboid yon fountain, 
Sparkling 'mid those fruitful trees ; 

Lo! beneath yon sheltering mountain 
Smile for thee green bowers of ease. 

" In the hour of sore affliction, 

God hath seen and pitied thee ; 
Cheer thee in the sweet conviction, 

Thou henceforth his care shall be." 

Mrs. Tighe. 



10. THE MARRIAGE OF ISAAC. 
Genesis xxiv.-xxv. 6, 12-18, & xi. 10,11. 
When Abraham was very old, he called his -faithful servant 
•Eliezer to him ; and made him promise not to take a wife for 
Isaac from the daughters of the Canaanites. He told him to 
journey into Mesopotamia, and brine: Isaac a wife from Abra- 
ham's own kindred. Eliezer obeyed the directions of Abraham, 
and went to the city of Nahor. It was -evening when Eliezer 
came to a well near the city, to which the women usually came 
to -draw water ; and while hiscamels rested, he prayed to the 
Lord for success, saying, " O Lord God of my master Abraham 
I pray thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness 
unto my master Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the well 
of water ; and the -daughters of the men of the city come out 
to draw water ; and let it come to pass, that the -damsel to 
whom I shall say, Let down thy -pitcher, I pray thee, that I 
may drink ; and she shall say, Drink and I will give thy 
camels drink also; let the same be she that thou hast 
appointed for thy servant Isaac ; and thereby shall I know 
that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master." As soon 
as he had finished his prayer, -Rebekah, a daughter of 
Bethuel, Abraham's nephew, came to draw water. The 
servant asked her to give him drink, she did so, and also 
drew water for his camels. When Eliezer knew who she was 
be -blessed God for having brought him to his master's kindred. 
He afterwards went to her father s house, where he told his 
errand, and asked Rebekah in marriage for Isaac. Bethuel, 




PERIOD II.] REBEKAH GOES INTO CANAAN. 

and his son -Laban, answered, " The thing -proceedeth from the 
Lord and Rebekah -consented to go with Eliezer. They 
•blessed her and sent her away with her -nursei Rebekah first 
saw Isaac when he was -meditating in the fields. She became 
his wife, and Isaac loved her. 

Soon after Isaac's marriage, Abraham married Keturah, and 
had six sons. Ishmael became the father of twelve -princes. 
Shem was the last of the race who had lived before the flood. 
He died at the age of six-hundred years. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



faithful— true to his master's com- 
mands ; loyal. 

Eliezer--' God's help;' it is thought 
he was a kinsman of Abraham. 

promise — this was in the form of an 
oath, which form pledged Eliezer to act 
true to his own convictions of God's 
faithfulness to Abraham and his seed. 

evening — in the east evening or early 
dawn is better suited to laborious duties 
than the middle of the day, owing to 
the great heat at noon. 

draw— the wells being generally deep, 
the water is drawn up by means of a 
Ducket attached to a rope. 

camel—* carrier an eastern beast of 
burden which has been called " the 
ship of the desert." The camel is 
endued with great strength. He is 
taught to kneel to receive his load, to 
be disburdened, to drink, &c. 

daughters — women of every rank per- 
form this laborious task. 

damsel — a young unmarried woman. 

pitcher — an eaTthen vessel with two 
handles ; it was carried on the head 
or left shoulder, and held by the right 
hand, and when presented to any one 
was supported on the left hand. 

Rebekah—' noose she was cousin to 
Isaac. 

Bethuel— the father of Rebekah; he 
was a son of Nahor, Abraham's brother. 

blessed God— praised the Lord for his 
goodness. 

24 



Laban — Rebekah's brother; the eldest 
son of Bethuel. 

proceedeth, Sfc. — they saw the whole 
affair was of God's appointment. 

consented — being one who trusted in 
the Lord, and feared to offend him, she 
offered no objection to this uncommon 
proceeding. 

blessed — wished her great prosperity. 

nurse — in the east this domestic is 
regarded as a second parent ; she not 
only rears the children but often 
accompanies a married daughter to 
her new home to be her adviser, as- 
sistant, and friend. 

meditating— probably thinking de- 
voutly of God's promises with regard 
to his seed. 

princes — chiefs of tribes or clans. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

Mesopotamia — a large province of 
Asia, situated between the rivers Eu- 
phrates and Tigris. In a part of Meso- 
potamia, called the Land of Shinar, 
were the first dwellings of men after 
the deluge, when they began to build 
the Tower of Babel. In the same 
plain after many years, the great city 
Babylon was built. Mesopotamia 
became a part of the Assyrian Empire, 
and afterwards, successively, of the 
Babylonian, Persian, and Macedonian 
Empires. It is now included in 
Persia. 
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ISAAC AND REBEKAH. 



" SHE BECAME HIS WIFE, AND HE LOVED HER; AND ISAAC WAS COMFORTED AFTER 
HIS MOTHER'S DEATH." 



It was the solemn hour of eve, 

When twilight shades were gathering o'er him, 
That Isaac wander'd forth to grieve 

The recent loss of her that bore him ; 
And when that tender friend is gone, 

The heart conceives it hath no other ; 
And all the joys that life has known, 

Seem parted with a parted mother. 

But while to him the path of life 

Look'd darksome through the tears of sorrow, 
Rebekah came — his promised wife — 

To bid him dream of joy to-morrow ; 
And if there be a human art 

Unknown to sister, friend, or brother, 
It is a wife's to wean the heart 

From sorrowing o'er a parted mother — 

It is a wife's with radiant eye 

To light a husband's path of sadness, 
As twilight stars steal on the sky 

To fill the darkening vales with gladness ; 
It is a wife's to soothe the breast ; 

(The breast that loves her — loves no other), 
With earnest of that holy rest, 

When he shall join a parted mother. 



•Job, it is supposed, lived in the time of Abraham. His 
possessions were in the land of Uz in Idumea. He was a 
very good man, and God had blessed him with large flocks 
and herds, and with seven sons and three daughters, and he 
was the greatest man in the East. 

Satan 'obtained leave to 'tempt Job ; one messenger came to 
tell him that all his cattle had been carried off by a band of 
Sabeans ; another messenger came and said the fire of God 



W. Knox. 



11. THE HISTORY OF JOB. 
Book of Job. 
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PERIOD II.] 



JOB'S CONTROVERSY. 



had fallen from heaven, and burned up all his sheep ; another 
came and told him that three bands of Chaldeans had fallen 
upon his camels, and carried them away ; another brought 
him word that a wind had smitten the house in which all his 
children were assembled, and they were slain. 

Job's faith in God was not shaken by these 'calamities ; he 
•bowed with -submission to -God's will and said, " The Lord 
gave, and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of 
the Lord." 

After this Satan was permitted to tempt Job still further, 
and Job was -smitten with a painful disease, which covered his 
body from the sole of his foot to his crown. His wife then 
tempted him to forsake God, but he answered, " What ! shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil." In all this Job did not sin with his lips. Three of his 
friends, -Eliphaz, -Bildad, and -Zophar, came to him to comfort 
him ; instead of which they -aggravated his distress, by telling 
him that his afflictions were sent upon him as a punishment 
for some great sin. Job denied the accusation, and in declar- 
ing his own innocence, -evinced some impatience at the afflictions 
he endured. He allowed that God afflicts the wicked, and 
blesses the righteous, but he also shewed them that the 
righteous often have to bear severe -trials. One of his friends 
named -Elihu, a younger person than those who had spoken, 
then reproved Job's three friends for condemning Job, and 
shewed that God is just in all his ways. He called on Job to 
•reflect upon his own impatience, and to remember that God's 
power and wisdom are far beyond man's -comprehension. 

After this God addressed Job out of the whirlwind, showing 
him by -reference to his own mighty power as displayed in 
the formation and -condition of the -universe, and the strength 
and structure of many of the large animals which inhabit 
it, the -insignificance and -ignorance of man. Job then humbled 
himself, and said, " Behold I am -vile, what shall I answer thee, 
I will lay mine hand upon my mouth." He also said unto the 
Lord, " I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no 
thought is -withholden from thee. I repent in -dust and ashes." 





HISTORY OF JOB. [2347-1635 B.C. 



God reproved the three friends of Job; but he healed Job 
of his disease, blessed him with greater riches than he had 
possessed before, and gave him, also, another family of sons 
and daughters, many servants, and large possessions. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Job — * to repent,' 4 to praise ;' it is 
generally supposed that this much 
tried vet highly favoured servant of 
God, lived in the time of Abraham ; 
others consider that he lived in the 
time of Moses. 

obtained leave— without the Divine 
permission, not even Satan himself can 
inflict injury upon one of God's child- 
ren. 1 Cor. x. 13. 

tempt — try or prove ; Job's profession 
of faith in God and submission to his 
will was tested by severe afflictions. 
James v. 1 1 and 1 Peter i. 7. 

Sabeans — the descendants of Sheba, 
one of Shem's posterity ; their territory 
lay in the northern part of Arabia, be- 
tween the Red Sea<fc the Indian Ocean. 

calamities — troubles ; painful bereave- 
ments. 

bowed — fell prostrate ; this expressive 
mode of showing respect, humility, 
and grief still prevails in the East 

submission — the yielding up of one's 
own will unreservedly. 1 Pet v. 6. 

God's will — made known by those 
painful dispensations which were not 
the resulfof Job's folly or wickedness, 
but which had their origin in the 



sovereign will of Him who has power 
to give life or to take it away. 

smitten,, a sudden personal affliction 
manifested upon him. 

Eliphaz — * God my strength ;' a native 
of Temnn, a city of Idumea. 

Bildad—a resident of Sbuah, a district 
east of Arabia Petrea. 

Zophar — « forward ;' a citizen of 
Haamah, in Edom. 

aggravated — increased ; made more 
distressing bv their suspicions of his 
mora] rectitude. 



evinced — showed ; expressed. 

trials— -sufferings ; afflictions. 

EUhu—' God Jehovah ;> he was a 
native of Buz in Arabia. 

reflect — to meditate upon ; to remem- 
ber his impatience with grief. 

comprehension — understanding ; grasp 
of thought. 

reference— pointing to; naming ex- 
pressly. 

condition — state and relation of the 
various elements of the material 
creation. 

universe— the world, and all the be- 
ings which inhabit it; the system of 
worlds above and around us. 

insignificance — littleness ; weakness. 

ignorance — want of knowledge. 

vile — mean ; a creature of earth — as a 
worm compared with God. 

withholden — kept back ; concealed. 

dust and ashes — sitting in dust, as a 
token of humiliation, and casting ashes 
on the head as a symbol of great grief, 
were practices common in the East. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Uz— an extensive district in Idumea; 
it was first settled by the descendants of 
Uz or Huz, one of Shem's posterity. 

Idumea — the country to the south of 
Canaan, called also Edom ; it extends 
into Arabia Petrea and to the borders 
of the Ked Sea; it was first inhabited 
by a powerful tribe called Horifes, 
and afterwards by the descendants of 
Esau, who are called Edomites; its 
climate was agreeable, and its soil 
fruitful, and it was defended by a 
natural fortress of rocks. Less. 13. 
< Mount Seir.' 
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JOB'S COMPLAINT. 



"I WAS NUT IN SAFETY, NEITHER HAD I REST, NEITHER WAS I QUIET; YET 
TROUBLE CAME." 



Of all my race there breathes not one, 

To comfort or deplore me ; 
Pain wakes a pulse in every bone, 

And death is closing o'er me. 
Still do$h his lifted stroke delay, 

Protracted tortures dooming, 
I feel ere life has pass'd away, 

His very worm consuming. 

Night spreads her mantle o'er the sky, 

And all around are sleeping, 
While I in tears of agony, 

My restless couch am steeping. 
I sigh for morn — the rising day 

Awakes the earth to gladness, 
I turn with sickening soul away 

It smiles upon my sadness. 

A crown of glory ^race'd my brow, 

While nations bent before me; 
Princes and hoary sires would bow, 

To flatter and adore me. 
To me the widow turn'd for aid, 

And ne'er in vain address'd me; 
For me the grateful orphan prayed, 

The soul of misery bless'd me. 

I rais'd the drooping wretch that pine'd 

In lonely anguish lying; 
Was balm unto the wounded mind, 

And solace to the dying ; 
Till one stern stroke of all my state, 

Of all my bliss, bereft me ; 
And I was worse than desolate, 

For God himself had left me. 

All hope on earth for ever fled 

A higher hope remaineth ; 
Ev'n while his wrath is o'er me shed, 

I know my Saviour reigneth. 
The worm may waste this withering clay, 

When flesh and spirit sever; 
My soul shall see eternal day, 



And dwell with God for ever. 



Dale. 
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JACOB OBTAINS ESAU'S BIRTHRIGHT. [2347-1635 B.C. 



12. THE HISTORY OF ISAAC. HE BLESSES 
HIS SONS. 
Genesis xxv. 20-xxviii. 

Abraham died at the age of one-hundred-and-seventy-five 
years. -His sons Isaac, and Ishmael buried him in the cave 
of Machpelah. Twenty years after Isaac and Rebekah were 
married they had two sons. The Lord told Rebekah before 
they were born, that the elder should serve the younger. This 
was -fulfilled many years after in their descendants. -Esau was 
the first-born, and Jacob was the younger son. Esau was a 
•cunning hunter, a man of the field. Jacob was a -plain man 
dwelling in -tents. Esau came from the field weary and faint. 
He asked Jacob for his red pottage. Jacob would not give it to 
him except for his -birthright. Esau thought his birthright was 
of little use, and sold it to Jacob for his pottage. They were 
then thirty years of age. 

There was a famine in Canaan, and Isaac went to Gerar. 
God confirmed to Isaac the promises he had made to Abraham. 
Isaac told the men of Gerar that Rebekah was his sister. 
The king afterwards reproved Isaac for his deceit. Isaac's 
flocks and herds increased very much. The herdsmen of 
Gerar quarrelled with Isaac's herdsmen about the wells of 
water. Isaac left Gerar, and dwelt in Beersheba. Some 
years after, Ishmael died in the -presence of his brethren. 

When Isaac was old his eyes were -dim, and he could not 
see. He called his son, Esau, to bless him. Rebekah wished 
Jacob to have the blessing, and she and Jacob -deceived Isaac. 
Isaac gave Jacob the first-born's blessing, saying, " God give 
thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and 
plenty of corn and wine : let people serve thee, and nations 
bow down to thee : be lord over thy brethren, and let thy 
mother's sons bow down to thee : cursed be every one that 
curseth thee, and blessed be every one that blesseth thee." 
When Esau came in, Isaac knew that he had been deceived, 
and he blessed Esau also, saying, " Behold, thy dwelling shall 
be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from 
above ; and by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy 
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PERIOD II.] JACOB FLEES INTO PADAN-ARAM. 

brother ; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the 
dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck." 
Esau -hated Jacob for having obtained their father's greatest 
blessing ; and he said he would slay Jacob. Jacob fled to Laban, 
his mother's brother, at Padan-aram ; on his way he had a 
vision at Bethel. God promised to protect and bless hiTp in 
all places, and bring him again into Canaan. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



His sons, ifc. — though living at a dis- 
tance from one another, it would seem 
that they maintained a friendly inter- 
course. 

fulfilled—took place as had been fore- 
told. 

Esau — 'covered with hair ;' he was of 
a daring, hasty spirit; resentful, but 
forgiving ; it does not appear that he 
was under the influence of the fear of 
God. He was called Edom, or 'red.' 
from the circumstance of selling his 
birthright for a mess of red pottage. 

Jacob — * heeler/ ' supplnnter' ; he was 
a man of domestic virtues and 
affections ; eminent for piety ; a man of 
faith and prayer. In all his troubles 
he sought for succour from God alone, 
whose hand he recognised in all the 
affairs of life. 

cunning — clever in the chase ; skilful 
in the pursuit of one's calling. Ezod. 
xxxv. 35 ; 1 Kings vii. 14. 

plain — quiet ; prudent ; fond of home ; 
not given to daring exploits. 

tents — are still used in the East. 
Esau's life sometimes compelled him to 
take shelter in trees and caves, or to 
lie exposed upon the ground ; Jacob 
preferred the calmer life of dwelling 
in tents. Lesson 2, ' tents/ 

birthright — the chief blessing belong- 
ed to the first-born by right ; still it 
might be forfeited voluntarily, as in 
this case, or on account of crime; 
I Chron. v. i. The chief blessing 
included special consecration to the 



Lord's service, great dignity, and 
superiority over brethren. 

presence — surrounded by his relatives ; 
probably the children of Abraham and 
Keturah are referred to in the term 
* brethren.' 

dim — a film had obscured his power of 
sight; as old age advances a gradual 
j decay of the senses takes place, 
i deceived — Rebekah being aware that 
• Jacob was the object of God's special 
! favor, felt, as was natural, peculiarly 
| anxious about' him; but this feeling 
: was not kept in proper subjection to 
| the law of God, nence she conceived 
j a plan for deceiving her husband, into 
1 which Jacob unhappily fell. She did 
this to render sure tne promise of God 
that 'the elder should serve the 
younger ;' but he who promised that 
Jacob should have the sovereignty 
over his brother was able to bring it 
to pass, without necessitating any of 
his children to acts of dishonour and 
injustice. Lesson 13, 'deceived.' 

hated — a feeling of indignation and 
contempt at Jacob's deceit ; and dislike 
and resentment toward* him for hav- 
ing obtained that blessing which some 
years before he had bartered for a 
mess of pottage. Esau's hatred did 
not however continue to the end of his 
life ; Lesson 13. ' reconciled.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Padan-aram — a district in the north- 
ern part of Mesopotamia in which some 
of Abraham's kindred were settled. 
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JACOB SERVES LAB AN. [2347-1635 B.C. 



PRATER OF JACOB. 

*I AM WITH THEE AND WILL KEEP THEE IN ALL PLACES WHITHER THOU GO EST. " 

O God of Bethel ! by whose hand 

Thy people still are fed; 
WTio, through this weary pilgrimage, 

Hast all our fathers led ! 

Our vows, our prayers, we now present 

Before thy throne of grace ; 
God of our fathers, he the God 

Of their succeeding race. 

Through each perplexiug path of life 

Our wandering footsteps guide, 
Give us each day, our daily bread, 

And raimeot fit provide ! 

O spread thy covering wings around, 

Till all our wanderings cease, 
And at our Father's love'd abode 

Our feet arrive in peace I 

Now with the humble voice of prayer 

Thy mercy we implore; 
Then with the grateful voice of praise 

Thy goodness we'll adore. 

Logan. 



13. JACOB SERVES LABAN. HE RETURNS TO 
CANAAN. 
Genesis xxix-xxxiv. 

Jacob came into the land of the people of the east ; he 
inquired for Laban, the son of Nahor, when he came to -a well 
at Haran. To this well Rachel, a daughter of Laban, came 
to water her father's sheep. Jacob made himself known to 
Rachel, and Laban received him with much kindness. While 
Jacob lived at Padan-aram he kept the flocks of Laban, his 
uncle. He agreed to serve Laban seven years, for his 
daughter Rachel. Laban -deceived him, and gave him 'Leah. 
He served again other seven years for Rachel. He married 
both Laban's daughters, and he had many children. 



Digitized by 



PEBIOD II.] JACOB RETURNS INTO CANAAN. 



God blessed Jacob, and his riches increased exceedingly ; 
he had much cattle, and many maid-servants, men-servants, 
and -camels, and -asses. He stayed with Laban twenty years. 
Laban and his sons -envied Jacob, because of his great riches. 
Jacob left Laban, and took with him his wives and children. 
Laban followed him and overtook him on Mount Gilead ; 
but -God came to Laban by night and said to him, " Take 
heed that* thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad." 

Rachel had stolen her father's images. Laban searched for 
them, but found them not, for she sat upon them ; and Jacob 
was wroth with Laban : and said, " What is my trespass ? what 
is my sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after me P" He also 
said, " This twenty years have I been with thee ; thy ewes and 
thy she goats have not cast their young, and the rams of thy 
flock have I not eaten. That which was torn of beasts I 
brought not unto thee \ I bare the loss of it ; of my hand didst 
thou require it, whether stolen by day, or stolen by night. 
Thus I was ; in the day the -drought consumed me, and the 
frost by night ; and my sleep departed from mine eyes. Thus 
have I been twenty years in thy house ; I served thee fourteen 
years for thy two daughters, and six years for thy cattle: and 
thou hast changed my wages ten times. Except the God 
of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had 
been with me, surely thou hadst sent me away now -empty. 
God hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, 
and rebuked thee yesternight. ,, Laban and Jacob -covenanted 
not to do harm to each other. 

The -angel of God met Jacob at Mahanaim. Jacob heard 
that his brother Esau was coming towards him, and he feared 
to meet him ; so he prayed to God to deliver him and his 
family from Esau's hand ; he also sent messengers before him 
with a great -present. At Peniel God changed Jacob's name to 
•ISRAEL. The two brothers met, and were -reconciled to each 
other. Esau returned to Mount Seir. Jacob journeyed to 
Succoth ; he bought a parcel of land from the Shechemites, and 
erected an altar there. Dinah, the daughter of Jacob, was 
by the prince of Shechem. Afterwards, her brothers, 
n and Levi, deceitfully slew many of the Shechemites. 



2 




a well— An eastern countries wells are 
of vast importance ; those near towns 
are frequented by the women of 
every family, hence they are suitable 
places for travellers to make inquiries. 

Rachel — 'ewe;' she was Jacob's 
cousin, her father being the brother of 
his mother Rebekah. This young 
and beautiful woman followed the avo- 
cation of a shepherdess, a thing not 
uncommon in those times. Exod. 
ii. 16,17. Rachel became the mother 
of two children— Joseph <fe Benjamin. 

deceived — a certain retribution attends 
every act of disobedience to the divine 
laws. Jacob had been guilt v of 
deceiving his father, and now he is 
himself deceived by his own uncle. 
Moreover Jacob was not privileged to 
see his mother any more, by whose 
aid he had deceived his father. 

Leah — God compensated Leah for 
being less loved than Rachel, by making 
her the happy mother of seven children 
--Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Issachar, Zebulun, and Dinah. 

camels — beasts of burden adapted for 
travelling over sandy deserts. Less. 10. 

asset — eastern asses are larger and 
very superior to those with which we 
are familiar; in many respects they 
are preferable to horses. 

envied— envy leads to other crimes, 
as in the case of Cain ; and there is 
little doubt that the envy of La ban's 
sons would have urged them to some 
desperate act, had not Jacob fled accord- 
ing to the Lord's command. 

God came— as God's intervention is 
never unnecessary, it is evident that 
Laban and his company had intended 
to inflict some injury upon Jacob. 

images— probably small figures in 
human shape; such household gods 
were long a source of iniquity in Israel. 

drought, ifc.—so excessive are the 
summer heats in Canaan that the grass 
is often burned up ; while the nisht 
dew* render the atmosphere very cold. 

empty — Jacob apprehended that La- 
ban intended to rob him of all that he 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [2347-1635 B.C. 

had acquired in Padan-aram — his wives, 
children, and property. 

angels met, ijc— to comfort him after 
one trial, and to prepare him for ano- 



ther just at hand. 

present— in the East gifts are pre- 
sented to superiors ; the presentation of 
which indicates the inferiority of the 
party presenting them. 

Israel— 1 beholding God,' or 'the 
prince that prevailed with God ;' the sur- 
name of Jacob which was afterwards 
applied to his whole posterity. 

reconciled— friendship was restored, 
and distrust of each other removed. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Mount Gilead—* heap of testi- 
mony;' the mountains of Gilead lie east 
of the Jordan, and extend from Anti- 
libanus southward into Arabia Petrea. 
On one of these hills was Galeed, the 
heap of witness, of Jacob and Laban. 

Mahanaim— « two hosts ;' a Levitical 
citv beyond the Jordan, between Mount 
Gilead and the brook Jabbok : its name 
was given to it by Jacob because the 
angels of God met him there on his 
return from Padan-aram into Canaan. 

Peniel or Peniiel— « the vision of 
God :' a place east of the Jordan near 
the ford of the brook Jabbok, at which 
Jacob received the name of Israel. 

Mount Seir— the mountainous tract 
to the south of Canaan extending from 
the southern extremity of the Dead 
Sea to Ezion-geber. This country 
was inhabited by the posterityof Esau, 
and called Edom. Less. 1 1, * Idumea.' 

Succoth— 'tents;' the first encamp- 
ment of the Israelites after they left 
Egypt; also a city of Gilead at which 
Jacob dwelt before he went to Shechero. 

Shechem— ' nart or portion ;' a city 
of Ephraim. forty miles from Jeru- 
salem, situated in "the valley between 
Mts. Ebal and Gerizim. At this place 
the sons of Jacob, Simeon & Levi, slew 
ti.e Shechemite* deceitfully. Near 
Shechem wns Jacob's well, and the 
parcel of ground which Jacob gave to 
his son Joseph. 
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PERIOD II.] THE NAME OF JACOB CHANGED. 



BROTHERLY FORGIVENESS. 

- AND ESAU RAN TO MEET JACOB, AND EMBRACED HIM, AND FELL ON IMS NECK* 
AND KI*f»ED HIM." 

We walk together side by side, 
Within one hamlet we abide, 

And play beneath the same preen tree ; 
Along the self same path we roam, 
The like temptations round us come, 
And all are pilgrims hastening home, 

Where Christ our Lord shall ever be. 

We must not linger in the race, 
To look into each other's face, 

And count the sins our brothers do, 
And tell them o'er, as though we found, 
A pleasure in the grievous sound, 
As though our own hands were not bound, 
^ And we had nothing bad to rue. 

Each has his own appointed part, 
To watch the sins of his own heart, 

To keep his bridal garment bright; 
The beam is dark in his own eye, 
He must not scan too curiously, 
The little motes that dimly lie, 

And darken less his brother's light. 

Verses for Holy Seasons. 



14. BENJAMIN BORN. JOSEPH'S EARLY HISTORY. 
Genesis xxxiv.-xxxvii. & xxxix. 
After Jacob had lived some time at Shechem God commanded 
him to remove to Bethel, and to put away the -strange gods 
from his -household ; he* built an altar at Bethel. At this place 
God had appeared to him when he fled from Esau on his way 
to Padan-aram. God appeared to Jacob again at Bethel, and 
blessed him, and called his name Israel, and God said, " The 
land which I gave Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, to thee will 
I give it and to thy seed after thee will I give the land." As 
Jacob journeyed from Bethel to Ephrath, -Benjamin, his 
youngest son, was born. Rachel, the mother of Benjamin, 
died, and was buried at Ephrath. After that, Jacob came to 
his father at Mamre. Esau became rich, and had many 
children ; his descendants were called Edomites. The des- 
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JOSEPH IS HATED, SOLD, AND IMPRISONED. [2347-1635 B.C. 



cendants of Jacob were afterwards called ISRAELITES, from his 
new name Israel. 

Jacob loved -Joseph more than his other children, but his 
brethren hated him. Joseph dreamed dreams, showing that 
his father and his brethren would bow down before him. His 
brethren hated him the more for these dreams, and sold him 
to a company of Midianites which came from Gilead with their 
camels bearing spicery, balm, and myrrh, which they were 
carrying down into Egypt. His brethren dipped his coat in 
the blood of a kid which they killed, and showed it to their 
father. Jacob thought some evil beast had devoured Joseph. 
The Midianites took Joseph into Egypt, and sold him as a 
slave to Potiphar, an officer of -Pharoah, king of Egypt. 
And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous 
man. And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and 
that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 
And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him : and 
he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he 
put into his hand. And it came to pass from the time that he 
had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, 
that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake ; 
and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in the 
house, and in the field. And he left all that he had in Joseph's 
hand ; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he 
did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured. 
Potiphar's wife spoke falsely of Joseph, and had him cast into 
prison. While Joseph was in prison in Egypt, Isaac died in 
Canaan. His sons Esau and Jacob ^went to Mamre, where 
Isaac had lived many years, and buried him. The age of 
Isaac was a-hundred-and-fourscore years. 



strange god*— household divinities; instead of Benoni, 'son of my sorrow,' 
soch as those which Rachel stole from which the dying Rachel had called him. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



her father. Lesson 13, 'images.' 



Joseph — * adding;' was the elder of 
Rachel's two sons ; he was a youth of 
upright principles and conduct; and 
was afterwards of great service to his 
aged father and his brethren. Lesson 16. 



household — not only those which* is 
wives possessed, but the idols belong- 
ing to his servants, male and female. 




PERIOD II.] 



"DIRGE OF RACHEL." 



GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Edomites — from Edom * red,' a name 
given to Esau. Lesson 12, * Esau.' 

Ephrath — ' abundance the ancient 
name of Bethlehem, on the way to 
which place Benjamin was born, and 
Rachel was buried. Though celebrated 
on many accounts, it was a very small 
place; it was on an eminence about 
six miles south-west of Jerusalem. 

Midianites — descendants of Midian, 
the fourth son of Abraham <fc Keturah ; 
their country was in Arabia Petree. 
The merchants who bought Joseph of 
his brethren are called Midianites and 
also Ishmaelites ; the party was pro- 



bably composed of descendants of 
both Midian and Ishmael. 

G i lead — a country east of the Jor- 
dan, celebrated at this time for its medi- 
cinal balsams, and for its spices. 
Lesson 13, 4 Mount Gilead.' 

Egypt — called also Mizraim after 
one of Ham's sons, lay on the borders of 
the river Nile ; it measured in extent 
about 11,000 square miles. Though 
the climate of* Egypt was extremely 
hot, yet the inundations of the Nile 
rendered it a very fertile counlry, so 
much so, that for a long period it was 
reckoned the granary of the world. 
Less. 5, 'Egypt.' 



DIRGE OF RACHEL. 

-AND RACHEL DIED, AND WAS BURIED IN THE WAY TO EPHRATH, WHICH IS 
BETHLEHEM." 

And Rachel lies in Ephrath's land, 

Beneath her lonely oak of weeping, 
With mouldering heart and withering hand, 

The sleep of death for ever sleeping. 

The Spring comes smiling down the vale, 

The lilies and the roses bringing; 
But Rachel never more shall hail, 

The flowers that in the world are springing. 

The Summer gives his radiant day, 

And Jewish dames the dance are treading; 

But Rachel, on her couch of clay, 
Sleeps all unheeded and unheeding. 

The Autumn's^ripening sunbeam shines, 

And reapers to the field is calling; 
But RachePs voice no longer joins 

The choral song at twilight's falling. 

The Winter sends his drenching shower, 
And sweeps his howling blast around her; 

But earthly storms possess no power, 
To break the slumber that hath bound her. 

Thus round and round the Seasons go, 
But joy or grief no more betide her, 

For RachePs bosom could not know 
Though friends were bound in death beside her. 

W. Knox. 
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JOSEPH INTERPRETS PHARAOH'S DREAMS. ["2347-1635 B.C. 

15. THE EXALTATION OF JOSEPH. 
Genesis xl.-xlvii. 26. 

God was with Joseph and gave him -favour in the sight of 
the keeper of the prison. Pharaoh's -chief butler and chief 
baker were in prison also, each of whom had a -dream which 
Joseph interpreted. After some time Joseph was released from 
prison to interpret the dreams of the king. The king's dreams 
were to show him, that there would be seven years of great 
plenty in Egypt ; and then seven years of grievous famine. 
And* Joseph said " Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man 
•discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. And 
officers to gather all the food of those good years that come, 
and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep 
food in the cities. And that food shall be for store to the land 
against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the land 
of Egypt ; that -the land perish not through the famine." 
Pharaoh acknowledged the wisdom of Joseph and made him 
•governor over all Egypt ; he also gave him to wife Asenath, 
daughter of -Potipherah, the priest of On. Joseph had two 
sons, -Ephraim and -Manasseh. During the years of plenty 
the earth brought forth by handfbls, and Joseph stored up 
much corn ; and in the years of famine -people from many lands 
came to Egypt to buy corn. 

The famine was sore in all lands, but there was corn in 
Egypt. Jacob sent his sons, except Benjamin, from Canaan 
to Egypt, to buy corn. Joseph knew them, but they did not 
know him. They bowed themselves to the earth before him. 
He -treated them roughly, said they were spies, and put them 
in prison. He -heard them speaking to each other of their 
cruelty to their brother Joseph. He bound Simeon, and sent 
the others to Canaan with corn. He commanded them to 
bring their youngest brother with them. Jacob was unwilling 
to let Benjamin go ; at last he consented. They came the 
second time to Joseph, then he made himself known to them. 
He -forgave them, and sent waggons for his father, and his 
brothers' families. When Jacob heard that Joseph was 
governor of Egypt, and when he saw the waggons which had 
been sent by him, he said, " It is enough, Joseph my son 

37 

Digitized by Google 



PEBIOD II.] JACOB'S FAMILY REMOVE INTO EGYPT. 

is yet alive, I will go down and see him before I die." 
Seventy souls of the house of Jacob came into Egypt. 

Pharaoh received Joseph's father and brothers very kindly. 
He gave them the land of Goshen to dwell in. He told 
Joseph to make some of his brothers -rulers over his own cattle. 
Joseph nourished his brethren and their families with bread. 
During the famine he bought up all the land of Egypt for the 
king, in exchange for corn, -except the land of the priests. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



favour — respect and esteem on ac- 
count of his virtuous conduct. 

chief butler, #c— two officers of great 
trust in eastern courts. 

dream — the importance attached to 
dreams in ancient times as intimations 
of future events, shows how ardently 
men desired communications from the 
Deity. Dreams are no longer con- 
sidered as a channel of instruction 
from God to man, because Revelation 
is complete — "life and immortality 
having been brought to light by the 
Gospel." 

discreet — wise ; cautious ; prudent. 

the land — by a figure of speech, the 
land is used for the inhabitants. 

governor — Pharaoh also gave Joseph 
the new name Zaphnath-paanean, 
which means « the revealer of secrets,* 
in allimion to his ability to interpret 
dreams. 

Asenath — daughter of an idolatrous 
priest or prince, and the mother ol 
Ephraim and Manasseh, the heads of 
two of the tribes of Israel. 

Potipherah — ' sun's own;' Joseph's 
father-in-law ; he held a post of great 
importance as a religious chief, or 
civil ruler, or as both. 

Ephraim—* fruitful the younger of 
Joseph's two sons ; his name though 
given by Joseph, as expressive of his 
own prosperity, referred chiefly, by 
prophetic intimation, to Ephraim's 
future greatness, as the head of a 
numerous and powerful tribe. Less. 16. 

Manasseh— 'forgetting;' the birth of 
38 



a son caused suchjoy to Joseph that he 
forgot all his sufferings, both from the 
conduct of his own brothers, and that 
of his Egyptian master and mistress. 

people from — though Egypt's fertility 
was great, yet the wisdom and pru- 
dence of Joseph in disposing of the 
abundance of the land was necessary 
that a suitable supply of corn might be 
stored up against the years of famine. 

bowed— how literally were Joseph's 
dreams fulfilled ! 

treated, 6fc. — not from vindictive feel- 
ings, but to bring to their remembrance 
their past sins, and their cruelty towards 
himself. 

heard — they, imagining that Joseph t 
was an Egyptian, and not acquainted 
with their language, (for he spake nnto 
them by an interpreter) and that he was 
ignorant of their history, spoke of 
their crime towards their brother with 
remorse, even in his hearing. 

Simeon — 'hearer;' he who assisted 
Levi in the slaughter of the Shechem- 
ites, had probably been foremost in 
persecuting and selling his brother 
Joseph ; he was bound and retained in 
Egypt. 

youngest — Benjamin was innocent of 
any unkind ness towards Joseph; he 
was the youngest member of the 
family. 

forgave — this was another proof of 
Joseph's goodness of heart. 

rulers — the care of cattle was not 
agreeable to the Egyptians, probably be- 
cause Egypt had been recently nnder 
the dominion of shepherd -kings, who 
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JACOB'S APPROACHING DEATH. ["2347-1635 B.C. 



had conquered the former kings and 
established a new dynasty. 

bought up — the Egyptians who held 
their binds independent of the will of 
their sovereign, had from this time to 
pay a tribute of one-fifth of the pro- 
duce to the king ; the land was no 
longer their own. 

except — the lands of the nobility and 
priesthood were left in their own hands 
by the policy of Joseph. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

On — a city of Egypt near to the land 
•f Goshen, noted for its idolatry. 



Heliopolis, one of its names, means 
' the city of the Sun and Bethshemesh, 
another name of the city, means * the 
house or temple of the Sun.' It was 
the daughter of the priest of On whom 
Pharaoh gave in marriage to Joseph. 

Goshen — « approaching ;' the district 
of Egypt which Pharaoh gave to Jacob 
and his family, in which they settled, 
where Jacob lived seventeen years, 
and where he died. It was on the 
eastern side of the Nile and had 
excellent pastures ; it was preserved 
from the plagues with which the other 
parts of Egypt were afterwards 
afflicted. 



JOSEPH S EXALTATION. 

"AND JOSEPH'S BRETHREN CAME AND BOWED DOWN THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM.' 

In lofty halls of gorgeous state, 

The wond'ring shepherds stand, 
And humbly bend before the prince, 

The ruler of the land; 
They little dream their brother sits, 

On that exalted seat, 
And they fulfil the word of God, 

In bowing at his feet. 

God is not man, that he should lie, 

His purposes shall stand, 
And vain it is for worms of earth 

To rise against his hand ; 
God is not man, that he should chauge, 

His word is fixed and sure, 
Though heaven and earth shall pass away, 

His word shall still endure. 

M. A. Stodart. 



16. DEATH AND BURIAL OF JACOB. DEATH OF 

JOSEPH. 
Genesis xlvii. 27-1. 
When the time of Jacob's death drew nigh he charged 
Joseph not to bury him in Egypt. He made Joseph's two 
sons heads of tribes, saying, " Thy two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, are mine ; as Reuben and Simeon they shall 
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PERIOD II.] JACOB BLESSES HIS SONS. 

be mine." He then blessed them, saying, " God before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God 
which fed me all my life long unto this day, the -Angel 
which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads ; and let 
my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac ; and let them grow into a multitude 
in the midst of the earth." And when Joseph saw that his 
father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it 'dis- 
pleased him : and he held up his father's hand to remove it 
from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head. And Joseph 
said unto his father " Not so, my father : for this is the first- 
born ; put thy right hand upon his head." And his father 
refused, and said, " I know it, my son, I know it : he also shall 
become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his 
younger brother shall be -greater than he, and his seed shall 
become a multitude of nations." And he blessed them that 
day, saying, " -In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee 
as Ephraim and as Manasseh : and he set Ephraim before 
Manasseh." Jacob then called his -sons to him to tell them 
what should -befal their descendants in the last days. He 
spoke to them of the future -condition of their children under 
various -expressive -figures. He predicted the coming of Christ 
in the tribe of Judah, saying, " The -sceptre shall not depart 
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from -between his feet till -Shiloh 
come, and unto him shall the -gathering of the nations be." 

After Jacob had made an end of blessing his sons he charged 
them thus, " I am to be gathered unto my people ; bury me 
with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, in the field of Machpelah which is before Mamre in 
the land of Canaan." All the time that Jacob lived in Goshen 
was seventeen years ; he died at the age of one-hundred-and- 
forty-seven years. 

Jacob's body was -embalmed in Egypt before it was taken 
into Canaan. Joseph and his brethren went from Egypt to 
Canaan to bury their father. Many of the Egyptians went 
with them to a place which was called Abel-mizraim. When 
Joseph and his brethren had buried their father, they returned 
into Egypt. 
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After the burial of Jacob, Joseph repeated his forgiveness to 
ub brethren, who had feared he would punish them. Joseph 
spcke kindly, and said God intended their evil for good, to 
save much people alive. He nourished his brethren and their 
families while he lived ; he died at the age of one-hundred- 
and-ten years. Before he died he said to his brethren, " God 
will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the 
land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, and 
ye shall carry up my bones from hence." Joseph's remains 
were then embalmed and put in a coffin in Egypt. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



charged — Jacob's confidence in the 
faithfulness of God to give Canaan to 
his posterity, was so unwavering that 
he gave this last testimony to it 

Angel — 'messenger;' Jacob experi- 
enced many deliverances by the inter- 
position of a spiritual messenger. 

displeased — the feelings of paternal 
affection in Joseph were, as in the case 
of Isaac, drawn more towards the first- 
born than the younger; hence he felt 
displeased at discovering what he con- 
ceived to be an unfortunate mistake on 
the part of his aged father. 

greater — the preference was on moral 
grounds; personal religion can alone 
render a man acceptable with God. 

in thee— or * by thee ;' their posterity 
should he the standard and example of 
fruitfulness to all the other tribes. 

sons — the heads of the twelve tribes 
of Israel, viz: Reuben, ' behold a son ;' 
Simeon, * hearing;' Levi, * joined;' 
Jmdah, 'praise:' Dan, 'judging;' 
Naphtali, 'wrestling ;' Gad, ' a troop ;' 
Asker, *ble«sed;' Issachar, 'reward;' 
Ztbulon, 'delight;' Joseph, 'adding;' 
and Benjamin, 'son of my right hand.' 
hefal — come to pass, or happen unto. 
last days — including their history 
from the conquest of Canaan down to 
the second coming of Christ. 

condition — circumstance* of their 
civil, social, and religious state. 

listinct ; plain ; forcible. 



figures — emblems, or representations ; 
the sceptre for royalty, a star for a king, 
a lion for power, <fec. 

sceptre — the emblem of royalty. 
Though the national independence of 
the Jews was quite gone at the coming 
of Christ, yet there was an appearance 
of sovereignty in the person of Herod : 
so that this prophecy was literally 
fulfilled. 

lawgiver — referring to Moses, who 
was heard by the people in the teach- 
ings of the Scribes and Pharisees, whose 
duty it was to instruct the people in all 
things pertaining to the laws of Moses. 
Matt, xxiii. 2,3 ; Acts xv. 21. 

between — as a lion standing over his 
youngs securely defends them from 
danger, so the tribe of Judah — the most 
powerful of the twelve, protected and 
perpetuated the ritual religion of 
Moses till Christ came in whom it 
was fulfilled. 

Shiloh— 'sent ;' a title of the Mes- 
siah, employed especially to denote the 
consummation of the kingdom of 
Judah, and priesthood of Levi in him. 
In the next generation after the death 
of Christ the Romans came and over- 
threw the temple and city of Jeru- 
salem, so that the ecclesiastical and 
civil government of the Jewish people 
were together destroyed. 

gathering — while the last sentence 
refers to Christ's first coming, this 
looks forward to the time when he 
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' DEATH-BED OF JACOB." 



shall return to receive the unreserved 
obedience of all men — Gentiles as well 
as Jews; for "unto him every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue confess." 

embalmed — the practise of preserving 
the dead prevailed, and probably 
originated in Egypt The process of 
embalming lasted about ten weeks, 
and generally cost a large sum of 
money. When embalmed, the body 
was laid in a coffin of stone or wood, 
and placed upright against a wall 
where it remained a long time, in some 
instances for years, before it was re- 
moved to a vault The Hebrews did 
not practise embalming, but in the 
case of Jacob, and in that of Joseph, 



it was necessary, as their remains had 
to be conveyed to a considerable dis- 
tance for interment A few specimens 
of the embalmed bodies of ancient 
Egyptians may be seen in the British 
Museum. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Abrl-mizraim — a place on the west 
of the Jordan to which the Egyptians 
accompanied the sons of Jacob when 
tbey conveyed their father's body to 
Canaan for burial. It was called Abel- 
mizraim, or 'mourning of the Egypt- 
ians', by the Canaanites; it was 
previously known as "the threshing- 
floor of A tad." 



DEATH-BED OF JACOB. 

« BEHOLD I DIE; BUT GOD SHALL BE WITH YOU, AND BRING TOU AGAIN UNTO THE 
LAND OF YOUR FATHERS." 

I die, my son! behold, I die! 

But cease, my Joseph, cease to weep ; 
For God, who is our strength on high, 

Shall thee and all thine offspring keep; 

And while his stormy wrath shall sweep 
The spoil from many a heathen hand, 

Our faithful race shall safely reap 
The harvest fruits of Canaan's land. 

I die, my son ! behold* I die ! 

But thou shalt like a cedar grow ; 
Shalt lift thy branches to the sky, 

And firmly fix thy root below: 

For though the archers drew the bow, 
And chase'd thee from thy sire's abode; 

Yet thou, where'er thy steps might go, 
Wast shielded by the arm of God. 

I die, my son ! behold, I die ! 

And thou shalt lav these limbs distrest 
Where Abraham and Sarah lie, 

Where Isaac and Rebekah rest; 

Where Leah's fond and feeling breast 
To death's consuming couch I gave; 

Where sleep the faithful and the blest, 
In far Machpelah's sacred cave. 

W. Knox. 
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PERIOD III. 

FROM THE DEATH OF JOSEPH TO THE DEATH 
OF MOSES. 

B.C. 1635— B.C. 1451. 184 years. 

17. BONDAGE OF ISRAEL. MOSES' EARLY 
HISTORY. 
Exodus i.-iv. 17. 

The children of Jacob's sons increased greatly in Egypt. 
A new king, also called Pharaoh, ruled over Egypt, but he 
knew not Joseph. He -oppressed the Israelites with a cruel 
'bondage, and made them work like slaves in making -bricks. 
The children of Israel increased so much, that the king 
•ordered that their male infants should be destroyed. Just 
before this -decree Aaron was born. His father and mother, 
'Amram and Jochebed, were of the tribe of Levi. 

The parents of Aaron had another son born. They hid 
him for three months. When they could no longer hide 
him, they placed him in an ark of -bulrushes on the brink of 
the river Nile. The king's daughter came to the river to 
bathe ; she found the child, and called its name -Moses. 
•Miriam, the sister of Moses, who was watching the child 
afar off to see what would become of him, was told to call a 
nurse for the child, and she fetched his -mother. 

Moses was instructed in all the knowledge of Egypt. At 
forty years of age he saw an Egyptian smiting an Israelite ; 
and he slew the Egyptian. The next day he saw two Hebrews 
quarrelling and he reproved him that did the wrong. He 
replied to Moses, "Wilt thou kill me as thou didst the Egyptian 
yesterday." Moses was then afraid to stay in Egypt because 
the deed he had committed was known. He fled into 
Midian, where he fed the flock of -Jethro, a priest, forty 
years. He married Zipporah, Jethro's daughter. 

God knew of the bondage of the children of Israel in Egypt ; 
and he remembered his promise to give them the land of 
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PERIOD III.] GOD APPEARS TO MOSES. 

Canaan. He appeared to Moses, in a -burning bush, on 
Mount Horeb, and there appointed him to go into Egypt, 
and demand the release of the Israelites from bondage. 
Aaron, the brother of Moses, was appointed to be -spokesman 
to the people and to Pharaoh, whenever they should appear 
before him, because Moses was slow of speech. Moses was 
commanded to take his -rod with him wherewith he should do 
-signs. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



oppressed— treated with harshness 
or severity. 

cruel — inhuman ; as natural enemies ; 
like some beasts with their prey. 

bondage— slavery ; unpaid servitude. 
Lesson 7. 

bricks— were made of clay found on 
the banks of the Nile ; the clay was 
mixed with straw in order to bind it 
better together; the occupation was 
dirty and unwholesome, <fe the drudgery 
so severe that it was always performed 
by slaves or criminals. 

ordered— the power of the king to 
doom his subjects to death or banish- 
ment was admitted in the east, and is 
still exercised by barbarous and despotic 
sovereigns. 

decree — a royal command ; a law. 

Amram — was a son of Kohath, and a 

frandson of Levi ; his wife was named 
ochebed ; they were the parents of 
Moses, whom they hid for three months 
to save him from being drowned. 

Aaron — was the elder son of Amram 
and Jochebed, and the brother of Miriam 
and Moses. After the delivery of the 
Ten Commandments, he became the 
high priest of the Israelites. 

hid — to evade the cruel decree of 
Pharaoh. 

no longer— his cries and sportive 
laughter would attract attention at 
this age. 

bulrushes — the bulrush grew on the 
banks of the Nile ; baskets and small 
boats were made of it, such boats being 
generally coated with pitch both with- 
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in and without. This plant was also 
called the papvrus, and from it the 
Egyptians made their paper ; it was 
also applied to many other useful 
purposes. 

bathe — this necessary act of ablution 
is more regularly performed in the east 
than in this country ; and precautions 
are taken to render public bathing- 
places safe from observation and 
intrusion. 

Moses — ' drawn out;' Pharaoh's 
daughter not onlv had this child drawn 
out of the water, but she adopted him as 
her son. This practice of adopting, or 
receiving into a family, the offspring of 
others, has prevailed from the earliest 
times ; and the children so received 
became entitled to all tne privileges of 
the household as fully as if they had 
been related by birth.' Moses became 
entitled to the throne of Egypt by this 
adoption into Pharaoh's family, there- 
fore he was educated in all the art* 
and literature of Egypt. 

Miriam — ' high she was probably 
ten years of age at this time. 

mother — as Jochebed did not resort 
to an unjustifiable stratagem to <ave her 
child from the effect of the king's 
decree, but simply cast herself and her 
child upon the care and interposition 
of God, she was rewarded not only by 
seeing her child rescued from death, 
but also restored to her own bosom, 
accompanied by the lavish bounties of 
the king's daughter. 

Jethro — supposed to have been a des- 
cendant of Abraham ; he is also called 
Raguel and Reuel. 
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MOSES ON HOREB. 



[1635-1451 B.C. 



burning: bush — a beautiful emblem of 
the preservation of the Israelitish 
nation in tbe midst of their fiery fur- 
nace of trial in Egypt. 

demand — to ask authoritatively, with 
a determination not to receive refusal. 

spokesman — the deliverer of a mes- 
sage ; Moses was less qualified than 
Aaron to be spokesman to the king. 

rod— shepherd's staff. 

signs — wonderful acts; miracles as 
evidences of his divine mission. 



GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Nile— the principal river of Egypt 
which overflows its banks at certain 
seasons, and thus waters and enriches 
the surrounding countries: a figurative 
allusion to which is made oy Jeremiah, 
the prophet. The chief cities, towns, 
and villages of Egypt are built along 
the banks of this river. In Rxodus it 
is called "the river," in Isaiah and 
Jeremiah it is spoken of as the " Sihor." 

Horeb — * desert * solitude ;' a cele- 
brated mountain of Arabia to the west 
of Sinai. Less. 27, * displeased;' Less. 
29, < Meribah.' 



MOSES IN THE DESERT OF MIDIAN. 

"I WILL NOW TURX ASIDE, AND SEE THIS GREAT SIGHT WHY THE BUSH IS NOT BURNT.' 

Go where a foot hath never trod, 

Through unfrequented forests flee ; 
The wilderness is full of God, 

His presence dwells in every tree. 

To Israel and to Egypt dead, 

Moses the fugitive appears ; 
Unknown he live'd, till o'er his head 

Had fallen the snow of four-score years. 

But God the wandering exile found 

In his appointed time and place ; 
The desert-sand grew holy ground, 

And Horeb's rock a throne of grace. 

The lowly bush a tree became — 

A tree of beauty and of light, 
Involv'd with unconsuming flame, 

That made the noon around it night 

Thence came the eternal voice that spake 

Salvation to the chosen seed ; 
Thence went the Almighty arm that brake 

Proud Pharaoh's yoke, and Israel freed, 

By Moses, old, and slow of speech. 

These mighty miracles were shown, 
Jehovah's Messenger,' — to teach 
That power belongs to God alone. 

J. Montgomery. 
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18. THE RELEASE OF ISRAEL DEMANDED. THE 
PLAGUES. 
Exodus ix. 27-xi. 

Moses met his brother in the mount of God, and kissed 
him. They went to the -elders of the children of Israel ; and 
Aaron told them all the words which the Lord had spoken 
unto Moses, and did signs in their sight. The people 'believed, 
and bowed their heads, and worshipped. After this Moses 
and Aaron went before Pharaoh. They demanded the release 
of the Israelites. The king would not let the people go, but 
he made their bondage harder ; an& the people of Israel were 
•wroth with Moses and Aaron. They went again, at God's 
command, to require Pharaoh to let the Israelites go, but 
Pharaoh would not hearken to them. God then sent the 
following plagues on Egypt* to punish Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians : — 

•1. He turned the waters of Egypt into blood for seven days ; 

the fish died, the river stank, and the Egyptians could 

not drink of the water. 
•2. He caused frogs to come up from the streams and rivers 

and ponds, which covered the land of Egypt, and when 

they died the land stank. 
•3. He smote the dust of the land, and it became lice on man 

and beast throughout all the land of Egypt. 
•4 He sent swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and 

into the houses of all his people, and the land was 

corrupted. 

•5. He sent a grievous murrain on the cattle of the Egyptians, 
and their cattle died ; but not one of the cattle of the Israel- 
ites died. 

•6. He sent boils and blains on man and beast, throughout all 

the land of Egypt. 
•7. He sent hail, rain, and fire on the land of Egypt, and it 

smote all that was in the field, both man and beast, and it 

smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree. 
•8. He sent locusts, which ate up every herb of the land 

that the hail had left. 
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[1635-1451 B.C. 



•9. He sent a thick darkness over the land for three days ; 
the Egyptians saw not one another, neither rose any from 
his place ; but all the children of Israel had light in their 
dwellings. 

The Israelites were free from all the plagues. During each 
plague Pharaoh promised to let the Israelites go ; — but after 
each plague was removed by the -entreaties of Moses, he 
refused to let them go. God then threatened to destroy all 
the first-born of Egypt, both of man and beast. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



kissed — a mode of salutation common 
in the East. 

elders — men of age, character, wis- 
dom, experience and skill in judging ; 
Moses and Aaron went to them first, 
because they were the representatives 
and guides of the people ; it was there- 
fore natural for them to suppose the 
people would be guided by the advice of 
the elders. 

believed — though in the lowest de- 
gradation of slavery, and surrounded by 
the grossest idolatry, they retained the 
knowledge of the True God, and 
cherished the remembrance of his 
promises to their fathers respecting 
Canaan ; they admitted the miracles 
of Moses as proofs of his mission, and 
believed that the time of God's pro- 
mised visitation was at hand. 

wroth — angry ; because their hopes ol* 
immediate deliverance from their 
servile bondage were disappointed. 
God's messengers often experience 
undeserved reproach and unmerited 
blame. 

1st plague — the Nile was one of the 
principal objects of Egyptian worship ; 
the change of its water into blood 
manifested that their idol was power- 
less. Considering it merely as a 
physical punishment, it was severe, 
as water is in constant demand in hot 
climates for quenching thirst, as well 
as for other purposes. Ancient and 
modem wrilers unite in praising the 
peculiarly agreeable qualities of the 
water of the Nile. 



2nd plague — the frog which was com- 
mon in the Nile, was one of the sacred 
animals of Egypt ; in this case the 
object of their superstition became the 
instrument of their punishment. It is 
not known whether the Egyptians 
esteemed or disliked frogs, but in both 
ancient and modern times objects of 
dislike or fear have been regarded as 
deities, 

3rd plague — great care was taken by 
the Egyptians not to harbour any 
kind of vermin. The priests were 
shaved every third day that no de- 
testable creature might harbour upon 
them when they were performing 
their duty to their gods. This plague 
would consequently be most noisome 
to them. Some commentators consider 
that mosquitos are the insects referred 
to under the word Mice.' 

\th plague — it is generally thought 
that the * flie*' were the species of beetle 
called the cockroach — the sacred beetle 
of the Egyptians ; it devours every 
thing that comes in its wav — clothes, 
books, plants ; and it also inflicts 
severe bites on man. Thus the Egypt- 
ians were again chastized by one of 
their own idols. 

5th plague — it was especially pro- 
vided that the cattle of the Israelites 
should sustain no harm when those of 
the Egyptians were slain by the deadlv 
murrain. Pharaoh sent to ascertain if 
this was the case ; he found it so, but 
he still refused to allow the Israelites 
to depart. 
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6/A plague — this infliction was one of 
such severe pain on the bodies of the 
Egyptians — boils and blains, ulcers and 
inflammations, that even the priestly 
magicians could not stand in the pre- 
sence of their sovereign. 

7th plague — rain is seldom seen in 
Egypt, hail is almost unknown ; such a 
visitation would be awful. Thunder 
and lightning are unfrequent and never 
injurious. How then must the king 
and his people have been alarmed oy 
the terrible thunder and lightning 
that "ran along the ground!" This 
plague alarmed the king. He sent 
nastily for Moses and Aaron and 
acknowledged his sin ; he afterwards 
again hardened his heart. 

8th plague — all the vegetation left by 
the hail and rain was devoured by the 
locusts — the next infliction of divine 
anger on Egypt ; these insects are of 
the form and appearance of crickets 
and grasshoppers, but much larger; 



there are many distinct species, and 
they are all destructive ; some species 
migrate in immense numbers, and 
wherever they settle they destroy not 
only the hopes of the husbandman, 
but every vegetable production within 
their reach, even the bark of trees. 
They destroy much more than they 
devour. Locusts are extensively used 
as an article of food by the Arabs. 

9th plague — a darkness so thick and 
intense that it seemed a material sub- 
stance; perhaps accompanied by a wind 
which filled the air with dust or sand 
during its continuance; such winds are 
not uncommon in eastern deserts. Some 
imagine that a dark dense fog was 
spread over the land which would be 
appalling to the inhabitants, as fogs are 
never naturally produced in Egypt. 
Whatever was its nature it obscured 
the glory of their great deity, the sun, 
for three days. 

entreaties — earnest prayers. 



THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 

"I WILL.. MULTIPLY MY SIGNS AND MY WONDERS IN THE LAND OF EGYPT." 

When Pharaoh dare'd to vex the saints, 

And thus provok'd their God, 
Moses was sent at their complaints, 

Arm'd with his dreadful rod. 

He call'd for darkness, darkness came 

Like an o'erwhelming flood ; 
He turn'd each lake and every stream, 

To lakes and streams of blood. 

He gave the sign, and noisome flies 
Through the whole country spread ; 

And frogs, in croaking armies, rise 
About the monarch's bed. 

Through fields, and towns, and palaces, 

The tenfold vengeance flew ; 
Locusts in swarms devour'd their trees, 

And hail their cattle slew. 

Now let the world forbear its rage, 

Nor put the church in fear : 
Israel shall live through every age, 

And be the Almighty's care. Watts. 
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THE TENTH PLAGUE. THE DEPARTURE. [1635-1451 B.C. 

19. THE TENTH PLAGUE. THE DEPARTURE. 
Exodus xii. 1-39. 

Before the ninth plague was sent on Egypt, -God instituted 
the passover ; he told the Israelites to kill a -lamb, and sprinkle 
its blood on the sides of their doors ; the lamb was to be roasted, 
and they were to be ready to depart when they ate of it. They 
were also to eat unleavened bread six days. God said he 
would smite all the •first-born in Egypt, but he would pass 
over the doors of the Israelites, when he saw the blood of the 
Jamb upon them. God commanded the Israelites to keep the 
Lord's passover -every year ; and when they should come into 
the land which he would give them, if their children should 
ask the meaning of this service, they were to say, " It is the 
sacrifice of the Lord's passover, who passed over the houses of 
the children of Israel in Egypt, when he -smote the Egyptians, 
and -delivered our houses." And at midnight the Lord smote 
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of 
•Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the 
•captive that was in the -dungeon ; and all the firstborn of cattle. 
And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants, 
and all the Egyptians ; and there was -a great cry in Egypt ; 
for there was not a house where there was not one dead. 
Pharaoh then called for Moses and Aaron, and told them to 
depart with the children of Israel ; and to take with them 
their flocks and herds. The Israelites -borrowed jewels from 
the Egyptians, silver and gold, and raiment. They departed 
from Barneses in Goshen. They numbered about -600,000 
men on foot, besides children. The period which elapsed from 
the time of the call of Abraham to the departure of the 
Israelites from Egypt was -four-hundred-and- thirty years. 
God had foretold this bondage of his descendants to Abraham. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS 

God instituted— appointed ; established by 
his command. 

passover — a solemn feast commemorative 
of the passing over the housesof the Israelites 
*hen the destroying angel smote the first- 
bora of Egypt. 

lamb— the lamb was to be without blemish. 



unleavened — unfermented ; there was not 
sufficient time for the fermentation of the 
dough from the moment when Pharaoh 
commanded the Israelites to leave Egypt 
to the time of their actual departure. 

first-born— the eldest male-child of a 
family *the expression first-born is some- 
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times expressive of great dignity. The first- 
born of the sacred animals died also, and 
we are informed, that when a sacred animal 
died the lamentation was louder than on 
the death of a child. 

every year— so that this great event should 
not be forgotten by the Hebrew nation. 
The feast of the passover not only referred 
to the great events in Egypt, but it also 
prefigured the coming and sacrifice of Him 
who is our paschal lamb — the lamb of 
God, without sin, which taketh away the 
sin of the world. 1 Cor. v. 8 ; John i. 29. 

mote Sf delivered— smote the Egyptians 
with plagues, and not the Israelites— smote 
the first-born of Egypt, and delivered Israel 
from their long and bitter bondage. 

Pharaoh— this was net the Pharaoh by 
whose daughter Moses was brought up. 

captive— a prisoner. 

dungeon— & prison-house ; the prisons in 
the East are generally unwholesome. 

a great cry — lamentation and bitter weep- 
ing in every Egyptian family. As the 
people went about the streets lamenting 
loudly when a death took place, the outcry, 
when every family had lost a member, must 
have been awfuL 

borrowed— not according to our idea of 



borrowing, that is to be returned ; but 
asked, or demanded, without any intention 
or intimation of returning the articles thus 
obtained. The Egyptians had long profited 
by the slavish toil of the oppressed He- 
brews ; who were now leaving behind 
them much valuable property. The Egypt- 
ians gave readily in their panic, and the 
justice of the proceeding cannot be ques- 
tioned, for it was by God's command. 

600,000— it is computed that the entire 
population of the Hebrews, men, women 
and children at the time of their departure 
was not less than 2,400,000. 

430 years— the actual stay of the Israelites 
in Egypt, from the time that Jacob went 
thither with his sons and their families to 
the Exodus, was 215 years; but the 
sojourning of the Israelites and their 
fathers in the land of Canaan, and in the 
land of Egypt was 430 years. 

fbretoUd— lesson 7, * vision * bondage.* 
GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

R amkses oa Raamsbs— a treasure-city in 
Egypt which the Israelites built during 
their bondage ; it is supposed in the land 

I of Goshen. From this place the Israelites 
departed, when they left Egypt, after the 
death of the first-born. 



DEATH OF THE FIRST-BORN. 

"AC MIDNIGHT THE LORD SMOTE ALL THE FIRST-BORN IN THE LAND OF EGYPT." 

'Tis midnight— 'tis midnight o'er Egypt's dark sky, 
And in whirlwind and storm the sirocco sweeps by: 
All arid and hot is its death-breathing blast — 
Each sleeper breathes thick, and each bosom beats fast. 
And the young mother wakes and arouses from rest, 
And presses more closely her babe to her breast; 
But the heart that she presses is death-like and still, 
And the lips that she kisses are breathless and chill. 
And the young brother clings to the elder in fear, 
As the gust falls so dirge-like and sad on his ear, 
But that brother returns not the trembling embrace: 
He speaks not— he breathes not — death lies in his place. 
And the first-born of Egypt are dying around; 
*Tis a sigh — 'tis a moan — and then slumber more sound: 
They but wake from their sleep, and their spirits have fled — 
They but wake into life, to repose with the dead. 
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THE EGYPTIANS PURSUE THE ISRAELITES. [1635-1451 B.C. 

And there lay the infant still smiling in death, 
And scarce heav'd its breast as it yielded its breath ; 
And there lay the boy, yet in youth's budding bloom, 
With the calmness of sleep — but the hue of the tomb ! 

And there fell the youth in the pride of his prime ; 
In the morning of life — in the spring- tide of crime : 
And unnerv'd, is that arm and fast close' d is that eye, 
And cold is that bosom which once beat so high. 

And the fond mother's hope, and the fond father's trust ; 
And the widow's sole stay, are returning to dust : 
Egypt has not a place where there is not one dead, 
From the proud monarch's palace to penury's shed. 

And the hearths of that country are desolate now, 
And the crown of her glory is struck from her brow : 
But while proud Egypt trembles, all Israel is free — 
Unfetter'd — unbound as the wave of the sea. 

Rogers. 



20. THE PURSUlf . PHARAOH'S HOST DROWNED. 
Exodus xii. 40-xiv. 

After God had given -further instructions relative to the 
'keeping of the Passover, he commanded the Israelites to 
•sanctify their first-born unto him, as e a -memorial of the destruc- 
tion of the first-born of Egypt. Moses -took with him from 
Egypt the bones of Joseph. And the Lord -went before the 
people by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way ; 
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light. 

The Egyptians -repented that they had let the Israelites go, 
and Pharaoh and -his host pursued them. They overtook 
them, -encamping by the Red Sea, beside Pihahiroth. And 
when Pharaoh and his host of -chariots drew nigh, the 
children of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians 
marched after them ; and they were sore afraid : and 
the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord ; and they 
said unto Moses, " Because there, were no graves in Egypt, 
hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness ? where- 
fore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of 
Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell thee in 
Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egypt- 
ians ? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, 
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than that we should die in the wilderness." And Moses said 
unto the people, " Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which he will show to you to day : for 
the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them 
again no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and 
ye shall hold your peace." 

By the command of God, Moses was to lift up his rod 
over the sea, and the water would -divide, that the Israelites 
might pass through the sea. The angel of the Lord then 
•went behind the camp of the Israelites ; the cloud also removed 
from before their face, and stood behind them. And the 
cloud was darkness to the Egyptians, but it gave light by 
night to the people of Israel ; so that the one came not near 
the other all the night. 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the waters 
were divided. The children of Israel passed through the sea 
on dry ground. The Egyptians pursued them with their 
chariots and horses. Moses, by the command of God, again 
stretched his rod over the sea ; the waters returned, and 
Pharaoh's host was -drowned. Thus the Lord saved Israel 
that day out of the hand of the Egyptians. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



further instructions — all the congregation 
were to eat of the passover. Strangers and 
proselytes who were dedicated to God 
might eat of it ; it was to be eaten in one 
house, roasted whole, 6c not a bone broken. 

sanctify— set apart ; to devote ; to keep 
from every employment but that of the 
Lord's public service. Less. 24, ' instead.' 

memorial — a means by which the memory 
of an event or person is preserved ; stones, 
pillars, statues, are sometimes erected as 
memorials. 

took — in obedience to Joseph's dying in- 
junction (Less. 16) ; though they left Egypt 
in haste they did not omit this duty. 

went — that is the visible tokens of God's 
presence, as their unerring guide and 
protector, accompanied them ; they were 
thus prevented from going astray, while 
they had evidence that they had a more 
•xalted leader than Moses. 
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repented— regretted ; wished they had not 
let the Israelites depart : they had overcome 
their first grief and terror, and wished to 
have their slaves again in bondage. 

his host— a. large number of warriors ; a 
mighty army. 

encamping— preparing to pitch their tents 
that they might have some rest, for they 
had by this time walked about 100 miles. 

chariots— cars on which to ride ; two kinds 
are mentioned in the Bible — those used 
merely to ride in, and war-chariots. 

thou — an ungrateful return to Moses for 
his pious and patriotic devotion to their 
national welfare. Such conduct is not to 
deter the great-minded from doing good as 
they find opportunity. 

tell thee— long-continued oppression had 
bowed down their spirits, and deprived 
them of those aspirations for liberty and 
independence which men naturally foal. 
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fiat, ^c— insensibility to danger is not 

here enjoined, but calm reliance on the 
power of God. 

divide— hemmed in by mountains, no 
escape was left them but by the miracle 
which was thus wrought in their behalf ; the 
spot at which the waters were divided cannot 
now be pointed out with certainty. 

went behind— the pillar of fire which had 
gone before the Israelites was now removed 
to the rear; it gave light to the Israelites, 
while the cloud concealed them from the 
Egyptians. • 

drowned — It is by no means clear that 
Pharaoh perished in the Red Sea with his 
army. 



GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Red Ska— called also the Arabian Gulf, 
separated Arabia on the east, from Egypt 
and Abyssinia on the west ; it is 1,400 
miles in length, and averages 140 in width. 

Pihahiroth — * opening of the valley the 
route of the children of Israel was at first 
direct for Canaan, but when they came to 
the • edge of the wilderness' God com- 
manded them to turn, an order which they 
obeyed, and which led them into a narrow 
defile— the Red Sea being on their left, and 
a mountain range on their right, 'shut in 
by the wilderness' without any means of 
escape, unless through the sea. The 
Egyptians were thus tempted to follow 
them to their own destruction. 



SONG OF MIRIAM. 

"SING TO THE LORD FOR HE HATH TRIUMPHED GLOR'OUSLY; THE HORSE AND HIS 
RIDER HATH HE THROWN INTO THE SEA." 

Ye daughters and soldiers of Israel, look back, 
Where — where are the thousands who shadow'd your track — 
The chariots that shook the deep earth as they roll'd — 
The banners of silk, and the helmets of gold ? 

Where are they — the vultures, whose beaks would have fed 
On the tide ot your hearts ere the pulses had fled ? 
Give glory to God, who in mercy arose, 
And strew'd mid the waters the strength of our foes. 

When we travell'd the waste of the desert by day, 
With his banner-cloud's motion he marshalled our way ; 
When we saw the tire'd sun in his glory expire, 
Before us he walk'd, in a pillar of fire. 

But this morn and the Israelites* strength was a reed, 
That shook with the thunder of chariot and steed : 
Where now are the swords and their far-flashing sweep, 
Their lightnings are quenchM in the depths of the deep. 

O thou — who redeemest the weak one at length, 
And scourgest the strong in the pride of their strength — 
Who boldest the earth and the sea in thine hand, 
And rulest Eternity's shadowy land — 

To thee let our thoughts and Our offerings tend, 
Of virtue the Hope, and of sorrow the Friend ; 
Let the incense of prayer still ascend to thy throne, 
Omnipotent — glorious — eternal — alone. 

New York American. 
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MANNA AND QUAILS SENT. 



21. THE BITTER WATER. AMALEK CONQUERED. 
Exodus xv.-xix. 

When Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea-shore 
they feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and his servant 
Moses. Then the Israelites sang a song of praise to God. 
They entered the wilderness of Shur, and after three days' 
journey came to Marah, where the waters were bitter. They 
•murmured, saying, " What shall we drink P" The Lord 
shewed Moses a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, 
they were made sweet. They came to Elim, where were 
twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten palm-trees ; 
here they encamped. 

They left Elim, and came into the Wilderness of Sin. 
Here they murmured against Moses and Aaron, because they 
wanted -bread. Then the Lord said unto Moses, " I will rain 
bread from -heaven for you ; and the people shall gather it 
every day." On the sixth day they were to gather a -double 
portion, because the morrow was the sabbath, when there 
should be none. A pot of the -manna was laid up, and kept ; 
so that their children might see the food with which the Lord 
fed them in the wilderness. God also gave them quails, say- 
ing, " At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall 
be filled with bread/' 

The Israelites again murmured against Moses, because they 
wanted water. God told Moses to smite tfye -rock in Uoreb, 
and water should come out of it. He did so, and the Israel- 
ites drank. The Amalekites came against Israel at Rephidim. 
Moses stood on the top of the hill, and held up the -rod of 
God during the battle ; when he held up his hand Israel 
•prevailed, but when he let it down Amalek prevailed. Moses' 
hands were heavy ; and Aaron and -Hur seated him on a 
stone and stayed up his hands until the going down of the sun, 
when the Amalekites were -discomfited. And the Lord said 
unto Moses, " -Write this for a -memorial in a book, and 
•rehearse it in the ears of -Joshua ; for I will -utterly put out 
the -remembrance of Amalek from under heaven." After 
leaving Rephidim the Israelites came into the Wilderness of 
Sinai. God called to Moses out of the Mount Sinai, saying, 
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" Thus shalt thou tell the children of Israel, if ye will obey my 
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then shall ye be a peculiar 
•treasure unto me above all people ; for all the earth is mine, 
and. ye shall be nnto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy 
nation." The Lord then commanded that the people should 
be sanctified, for the third day he would come down in the 
sight of all the people upon Mount Smai. Jethro, the 
father-in-law of Moses, came to him bringing with him Zip- 
porah, Moses' wife, and her two sons, -Gershom and Eliezer ; 
Jethro -rejoiced with Moses for all the goodness which the 
Lord had done to Israel. By the advice of Jethro Moses 
appointed -rulers to assist him in the government of the people. 
Jethro returned to his own land, and Moses went up into the 
Mount Sinai. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



murmured — grumbled ; complained ; re- 
proached Moses again. 

bread — the dough and other food which 
they had brought with them out of Egypt 
had now been consumed. 

heaven — the sky ; the clouds. Lesson 1, 
'heaven,' and ' firmament.' 

double — two-fold ; the quantity required 
for two days. This miracle was repeated 
weekly for forty years in order to preserve 
inviolate the Sabbath, or rest of the Lord ; 
and in attestation of its sanctity. 

manna — the name of the ' bread from 
heaven' on which the Israelites were fed 
for forty years. When first it was seen 
by them they exclaimed Man-hu, 'What 
is it V from this question arose its name. 

quails — the quail is a bird similar in form 
and habits to the partridge, but not so 
large. At this season, spring, the quails 
migrate in immense flocks from Asia into 
Europe ; a strong wind would therefore take 
them out of their direct route, and bring 
them over the camp of Israel, about which 
they fell from fatigue. 

rock— St. Paul refers to this rock as a type 
of Christ. ICor. x. 4. 

rod of God — that which was once the 
humble staff of Moses when tending the 
sheep of Jethro, is here called 'the rod of 



God,' because of its connexion with the 
miracles performed by the Lord in Egypt 
and in the wilderness. 
prevailed— overcame ; gained the advantage. 

Hur — one of the chief men in Israel ; he 
was the son of Caleb. Less. 25, 26, and 32. 

discomfited — rou ted ; compelled to flee. 

write — Moses was commanded to write in a 
book— this is the first mention of writing 
that we find in Scripture. 

memorial — a thing to be remembered by. 
Lesson 20. 

rehearse- repeat ; make it known ; let it 
not be forgotten. 

Joshua— 'the Lord saves;' he was the 
captain of the army of Israel at the battle 
with the Amalekites; he is called the 
minister of Moses, and he was the leader 
of the Israelites after the death of Moses, 
Lessons 29 and 30. 

utterly — completely; none shall remain. 

remembrance - the remembrance of their 
country which cannot now be determined 
with certainty ; while that of their deeds 
and doom was written by Moses. 

peculiar— particular ; pre-eminent; se- 
lect; having special advantages. 

treasure —wealth ; riches ; they should be 
the preservers of the riches of divine 
I revelation, and of the true worship of God. 
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priests — their sacrifices being according to 
God's appointment were acceptable unto 
him; while the sacrifices of the heathen 
were abomination in his eyes. 

Gershom— 1 a stranger;' his father thus 
named him, "because," said he, "I have 
been an alien in a strange land." 

Eliezer —* God my help:' at his birth 
Moses felt secure from the " sword of Phar- 
aoh," therefore he expressed his gratitude to 
God in the name he gave to his second son. 

rejoiced— this shows that Jethro was a 
worshipper of the true God; it is generally 
believed that he was a descendant of 
Abraham. The Kenites and the Rechab- 
ites descended from Jethro; they after- 
wards lived among the Jews and became 
proselytes. 

rulers— by Jethro's advice they were to be 
able men, such as fear God, men of truth 
and hating covetousness. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Shur — a sandy tract of wilderness, west 
of Arabia Petrea, and between Canaan and 
Egypt. Hagar fled to this wilderness the 
first time she left her mistress. 

Ma rah — * bitterness ;' a place in the 
Wilderness of Shur to which the Israelites 
came after three days* journey from the Red 
Sea, and where they found the waters so 
bitter that neither they nor their cattle 
could drink of it. It is supposed that the 
bitterness was not permanently removed, 
for travellers inform us of a well, named 
Hawarah, the waters of which are now 
bitter, the locality also corresponding 
with that of Marah. 



Elim — the place in the wilderness of Sin 
at which the Israelites encamped after they 
left Marah. 

Wilderness of Sin — the wilderness 
which the Israelites traversed between Elim 
and Mount Sinai. In this wilderness God 
first sent the Israelites manna, and com- 
manded the observance of the Sabbath. 

Horbr — refers to a mountain district, or 
group of mountains, from one of which, 
called Sinai, an extensive and terrible 
wilderness derived its name. The Mount 
Hord> where Moses fed Jethro's flocks was 
another part of this mountain chain. 
Lesson 17. 

Amalekites— a powerful tribe, living 
chiefly by predatory warfare ; they were des- 
cended from Ham ; their country lay 
towards the southern extremity of the 
land of Canaan. They were the first of 
nations to oppose the Israelites in their 
progress to Canaan. Their existence, as 
a nation, was endangered by Saul, and 
extinguished in the time of David. 
Lessons 45 and 53. 

Rephidim — one of the noted encamp- 
ments of the Israelites in the wilderness, 
near to Mount Horeb, where they wanted 
water, and complained bitterly to Moses 
for bringing them out of Egypt. 

Wilderness of Sinai— the desert which 
the Israelites traversed between Rephidim 
and Taberah. In this wilderness Jethro 
visited Moses, judges were appointed, the 
Tabernacle was erected, and Aaron and 
his sons were consecrated. This wilderness 
had its name from one of the principal 
mountains of the Horeb range named Sinai. 



THE HEALING OF MARAH'S WATERS. 

"THEY COULD NOT DRINK OF THE WATERS OF MARAH FOR THEY WERE BITTER.* 

Marah! whate'er the tree might be 

Which made thy bitter waters sweet, 
The christian in its power may see 

Of power divine an emblem meet. 

Full many a cup from which the lip 

Draws back as from a poisoned bowl, 
Through love's divine discipleship 

Is rendered grateful to the soul. 
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The world's distaste, pride's heartless scorn, 

A toilsome life, perchance a grave, 
Are things as loveless and forlorn 

As ever was thy bitterest wave. 

But these endure'd for Jesus' sake, 
Are render'd, through his love divine, 

A cup 'tis pleasure to partake, 

Change'd by his power like Cana's wine. 

The tree which Marah's waters heal'd, 
Which sweetness gave, or could restore, 

Is of his cross a type reveal'd, 

Which he who bears repines no more. 

O may this love in us abound 

Guide to our Elim's happy shore, 
Where wells for every tribe are found, 

By living palm-trees shadow'd o'er ! 

Barton. 



The people were sanctified and gathered around the 
mountain, and the third day there were thunders and light- 
nings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of 
the trumpet exceeding loud, so that all the people that were in 
the camp trembled. And -God spake all these words, saying, 
" -I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth : thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : for I the 
Lord thy God am a -jealous God, visiting the -iniquity of the 
fathers -upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that -hate me ; and shewing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name -in vain. 

4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 



22. THE DELIVERY OF THE LAW. 
Exodus xx. 1-21. 
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shalt thou labour, and do all thy work : but the seventh day is 
the sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, thy 
maidservant, -nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates : for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day : where- 
fore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and -hallowed it. 

5. -Honour thy father and thy mother ; -that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

6. Thou shalt not kill. 

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

8. Thou shalt not steal. 

9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt 

not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his 
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is 
thy neighbour's." 

When the people saw the Law delivered amidst thunders 
and lightnings, and the mountain smoking, and heard the 
noise of the trumpet, they feared exceedingly and stood afar off. 
The -glory of God was on Mount Sinai six days, and on the 
seventh day God called Moses into the mount, and he remained 
there forty days. Then God gave him the two tables of stone, 
with the -Ten Commandments written on them. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



sanctified — externally purified. 

God spake — the voice of the Lord God 
was beard speaking out of the fire ; the 
commandments were xpoken audibly, so 
loud as to be heard by the immense 
multitude gathered round the mount, 
hut no similitude or form was seen 
whence that voice proceeded, 

/ am, Sfc. — God proposes himself as 
the sole object of religious worship. 

jealous — God will not allow balf- 
heartedness in his service; people 
cannot give themselves partly to God 
and partly to the world. 

mapn the, $c. — that is if their character 

^l^t of their fathers— haters of God. 
n#— to dislike those habits and 
-\ 



practices which are pleasing to God is 
to dislike him ; to prefer any pleasure 
to that of worshipping God in spirit and 
in truth is to hate him. Luke x. 16. 

in vain — unnecessarily ; thoughtlessly. 

holy — separate; implying that it was 
not to be a day of labour. 

nor, ifc. — this blessed provision for 
the advantage of God's creatnres 
extends to the domestic animals which 
labour for man, and to those persons 
wbo are strangers to religion, as well as 
to faithful servants of God. 

hallowed — consecrated ; set apart for 
religious service. 

honour — respect ; reverence ; esteem ; 
obey. 
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that lAy-—filial piety, or the cultivation 
and practice of the domestic virtues, 
draw down God's blessing; undutiful 
children are generally godless, and as 
the condition upon which God promised 
to preserve Canaan to the Israelites 
was obedience to his commands, so any 
violation of them would render their 
possession of it less secure. 

covet — to lone for; to desire ear- 
nestly that which is another's. 

glory — a brilliant and splendid dis- 
play. Psalm xix. 1 ; Less. 23, * glory.' 

Ten Commandments — the first forbids 
idolatry in its worst form — worshipping 
any other beirie or thing than God ; the 
second forbids the making of any sup- 
potable likeness of the Great Being for 
the purpose of worshipping God through 
a representation ; the third inculcates 
the utmost reverence for the name of 
God, forbidding its use in a light, 
thoughtless, or unnecessary manner; 



the fourth commands scrupulous abstin- 
ence from manual labonron the sabbath, 
and the entire dedication ofthedayto 
the Lord's service ; these four command- 
ments teach our duties to God. The 
fifth enjoins on children the duty of 
obedience to parents, and adds the 
promise of a blessing to those who 
observe it : the sixth forbids anger, ha- 
tred, revenge, and such other feelings as 
lead to murder; the seventh torbids all 
uncleanness and pollution in thought 
word, or act, for these sins are included 
in adultery ; the eighth furbids injustice, 
cheating, evading the payment of debts, 
and all extravagance under the terra 
theft; the ninth forbids lyine, deceit, 
equivocation slander, backbiting, tale- 
bearing ; and the tenth forbids us to 
wish to possess the goods of another, 
including discontent, ambition, self-love, 
envy, which are all sources of covetous- 
ness. These six commandments show 
us our duties to our fellow-creatures. 



THE SPIRITUAL LAW. 

''BUT THE WORD IS VERY NIGH THEE, IN THY MOUTH AND IN THY HEART, THAT 
THOU MAYST DO IT." 

Say not the law divine 
Is hidden from thee, or afar remov'd ; 

That law within would shine, 
If there its glorious light were sought and lov'd. 

Soar not on high, 
Nor ask who thence shall hring it down to earth ; 

That vaulted sky 
Hath no such star, didst thou but know its worth. 

Nor launch thy bark 
In search thereof upon a shoreless sea, 

Which has no ark, 
No dove to hring this olive-branch to thee. 

Then do not roam 
In search of that which wandering cannot win, 

At home ! At home ! 
That word is plac'd, thy mouth, thy heart within. 

Oh ' seek it there, 
Turn to its teachings with devoted will ; 

Watch unto prayer, 
And in the power of faith this law fulfil. Barton. 
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23. THE GOLDEN CALF. THE TABERNACLE. 
Exodus xxxii.-xl. 

While Moses was in the mount, the people became -impa- 
tient ; and Aaron, at their desire, made them a golden -calf, 
which they 'worshipped. God told Moses of the heinous sin 
which the people had committed ; and he said, " This is a -stiff- 
necked people, now therefore let me alone that my wrath may 
wax hot against them ; and I will make of thee a great 
nation." And Moses -besought the Lord for the people ; 
reminding him of his promises to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, that he would multiply their seed as the stars, and give 
them the land of Canaan. Then the Lord repented him of 
the -evil which he said he would do unto them. Moses then 
came down with the two tables of stone in his hand ; but when 
he saw the people -dancing, and worshipping the golden calf, 
he was greatly grieved, and he -threw down the two tables of 
stone, and broke them. He -reproached Aaron : and according 
to God's command, he appointed the -Levites to punish the 
Israelites for this sin. Three thousand of those who worship- 
ped the calf were slain by the Levites. 

Moses again besought the Lord to -pardon the people ; but 
God said, " Whosoever hath sinned, him will I -blot out of my 
book." God then sent a plague among them. The Lord also 
refused to go with them up to Canaan. The people mourned 
for their sin, and prayed that God would forgive them. 
Moses also entreated the Lord to go with them. The Lord 
then consented to lead the people. 

The Lord wrote again the Ten Commandments on two 
tables of stone, and gave them to Moses. God directed two 
•wise-hearted men, Bezaleel and Aholiab, to -comstruct the 
•Tabernacle ; the people brought gold and silver, brass, wood, 
and other free-offerings for the work, more than enough, and 
the tabernacle was made with its -curtains and coverings 
according to all that the Lord commanded. Bezaleel and 
Aholiab also made the vessels and furniture for the tab- 
ernacle ; the -Ark was made of -shittim-wood ; the -mercy-seat 
— which was the lid or covering of the ark, was of pure gold ; 
and on it small winged figures, called cherubim, were placed. 
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The -table was made of shittim-wood, and the dishes, 
spoons, and covers, which were kept on it, of pure gold. The 
-candlestick, with six branches, was made of pure gold ; the 
•incense-altar was of shittim-wood, overlaid with gold ; the 
altar of 'burnt-offering was of shittim-wood, overlaid with 
brass ; and the vessels of the altar — the pots, shovels, basons, 
flesh-hooks, and fire-pans, were made of brass ; the laver, 
which held water, in which the priests washed their hands 
and feet was also made of brass. •Vestments were made for 
the priests ; the chief of these were the *ephod, with its 
•breastplate of precious stones, the robe, the -broidered coat, 
the -girdle, and the mitre. 

After all was finished the tabernacle was erected in the 
wilderness ; the coverings were put on it, the furniture and 
vessels were anointed and placed within it, and the tabernacle 
was -consecrated to the Lord. Then a cloud covered the tent 
of the congregation, and the 'glory of the Lord filled the taber- 
nacle. And when the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in their jour- 
neys ; but if the cloud was not taken up, then they journeyed 
not till the day that it was taken up. 

God chose Aaron and his sons to be priests. They were 
to offer prayers and sacrifices to God for the people. Moses 
consecrated them with oil, and the blood of bulls and rams. 
They were required to live holy lives. God promised to 
•sanctify Aaron and his sons, to serve him. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



impatient — unable to bear delay ; and 
in the absence of Moses they desired 
some visible image of the Deity. 

calf — in imitation of the idolatry of 
Egypt ; where a calf, or young hulloek 
was worshipped at their principal feasts. 

worshipped — not as God, but as his 
representative. 

stiff necked — self-willed ; headstrong ; 
obstinate. 

besought — prayed earnestly. 

repented — God changes not his pur- 
poses as man does, nor regrets as though 
as had committed an error; but he is 



moved with compassion towards the 
miserable, or he is entreated by their 
prayers, and does not execute his 
threatening. Ezekiel xviii. 21-32. 

evil — harm; injury; destruction. 

dancing — according to the custom of 
the Egyptians at their religious festi- 
vals. This custom was followed in 
ancient times not only by idolaters but 
by the worshippers of the True God. 
2 Sam. vi. 14 ; Ps. xxx. 11. This sacred 
dancing was not for amusement. 

threw down — from a sudden and pow- 
erful emotion of displeasure. 
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PERIOD III.] 

reproached — severely blamed ; chided. 

Levites — descendants of Levi. Lesson 
82, < Levites.' 

pardon — forgive; pass by without 
punishment. 

bint out — tnke them from the living ; 
just as the names of those who died 
were blotted out from the registry of 
their respective tribes. Less. 26, ' die.' 

wise-hearted — skilful in design and 
execution. 

construct — form ; erect ; huild. 

tabernacle — tent of the Lord ; it had 
moveable walls of hoards, and within it 
the services of God's worship were per- 
formed until the completion of Solo- 
mon's temple. Lesson 68. 

curtains — to divide the tent, and to 
separate the most holy from the holy 

Elaee ; also for covering it, and for 
anging before the entrance. 
ark — a chest in which were deposited 
the pot of manna (Lesson 21) and the 
tables of the law ; it was placed in the 
inner divwion of the tabernacle ; the ark 
was overlaid with gold. 

shittim-wood — considered to be a spe- 
cies of acacia which grows abundantly 
in the deserts of Arabia. 

mercy -seat — the lid or covering of the 
ark. It was so called because a cloud 
rested upon it indicative of the presence 
of Jehovah. Before it the high priest 
stood to ask counsel of the Lord and 
blessings for the people. 

cherubim — small figures with the hu- 
man fnce, and the wings of a bird ; they 
were placed at enr»h end of the mercy - 
seat, covering it with expanded wings. 

table — upon it were placed twelve 
loaves of new bread every Sabbath, the 
old loaves having been previously re- 
moved by the priests. Leviticus xxiv. 8. 
These loaves were set before God in 
gratitude for his bounty, and as a lively 
emblem of the oneness of the twelve 
tribes — for they were all one bread. 
The priests ate of this bread ; but it was 
unlawful for others to do so. Less. 48, 
4 hallowed.' 

candlestick — the seven sockets were 
daily filled with pure olive oil, and the 
,5 ghts were certainly kept burning from 
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sunset until sunrise, and probably during 
the day also. 

incense-altar — incense was composed 
of gums & spices which God expressly 
named; frankincense being the chief 
ingredient. None but the priests were 
to burn it, and they were to burn it 
morning and 4 evening before the Lord.' 

burnt-ojfering — the sacrifice ; a type 
of the sacrifice of Christ for our sins. 

vestments — garments ; priestly robes. 

ephod— b. small cloak made of linen 
for the ordinary priests ; of cotton, 
coloured with crimson, purple, and blue, 
for the High Priest On each shoulder 
of the ephod was a precious stone, on 
whi^h were engraved the names of 
the tw T elve tribes, six on each. 

breastplate — the breastplate formed 
the front part of the ephod,. it was set 
with twelve precious stones in frames of 
gold, bearing the names of the twelve 
tribes. It is believed that upon it were 
presented visible manifestations of the 
Divine Will with reference to any in- 
quiry made by the priest. 

robe — a long linen gown of light blue, 
all of one piece, with a hole at the top 
for the head to pass through, and on 
each side for the arms. To this robe 
bells and pomegranates were attached. 

broidered coat — a robe with sleeves 
to the wrists, it was worn both by the 
high priest and the ordinary priests. 

girdle — this was made of fine twined 
linen, embroidered with blue, purple, 
and scarlet; it was long enough 1o be 
wound several times round the body, 
and was worn over the coat. 

mitre — a turban of fine linen with a 
plate of pure gold in front, on which was 
inscribed "Hoi.infss to the Lord." 

consecrated — formally set apart for 
God's service. 

glory — the cloud was the token of 
God's presence. Lesson 22. 

sanctify — Lesson 20. The priesthood 
was from this time vested in the sons of 
Aaron, and continued in bis family till 
Christ came. T he other families of the 
tribe of Levi bad duties assigned to 
them connected with the service of the 
tabernacle, but they were not eligible 
for the priesthood. 
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THE DIVINE GUIDANCE. [1635-14(51 B.C. 



WAITING FOR DIVINE GUIDANCE. 

"AND WHEN THE CLOUD WAS TAKEN OP FROM THE TABERNACLE, THEN THE 
CHILDREN OP ISRAEL JOURNEYED." 

How beautiful the lessons taught 

By Israel's journeyings still appear ; 
With what divine instruction fraught, 

For christian pilgrims to revere. 

And many a law whose influence sway'd 

The earlier chosen of the Lord, 
Divinely understood, may aid 

Our holy progress Z ion-ward. 

Have we no ark in this our day? 

Are tent and tabernacle gone? 
No cloud to tell us when to stay? 
No radiant light to lead us on? 

What if those outward signs are fled, 
Their hidden meaning long shall last, 

And souls, by Christ their Captain led, 
Learn present wisdom from the past. 

Such when the cloud hasf veiPd from sight 

Theft ark within, awhile must rest, 
And wait the dawning of that light 

Whose guidance heretofore has blest. 

But when the fire with brightness burns, 
And when the shadowy cloud is gone, 

These, as the light of grace returns, 
In hope and gladness journey on. 

Barton. 

24. NADAB AND ABIHU SLAIN. THE LEVITES. 

Leviticus ix. -Numbers x. 
When Aaron made his first offerings to the Lord for him- 
self, and for the people, as Moses commanded him, the glory 
of the If>rd appeared unto all the people, and there came a 
•fire out from before the Lord, and consumed the burnt-offering 
upon the altar, which when all the people saw they shouted 
and fell upon their faces. 

Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them 
his 'censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and 
offered -strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them 
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PERIOD III.] OFFERINGS, ETC. CHARGE OF THE LEVITES. 

not. And there went out fire from the Lord, and -devoured 
them, and they died before the Lord. The people took the 
bodies of Nadab and Abihu and buried them outside of the 
camp. God then commanded that the priests should not drink 
wine nor strong drink -when they went into the Tabernacle, 
lest they should die. 

God gave Moses many -laws for the Israelites. Some of 
them are called the ceremonial law ; they relate to sacrifices and 
offerings in general, to religious feasts and fasts, to cleansings 
of various kinds, to forbidden food and forbidden pleasures. 
The principal offerings were the -Burnt-offering, Meat-offering, 
Peace-offering, Sin-offering, and Trespass-offering. Another 
class of laws were for the guidance of the judges and rulers in 
the government of the nation ; these laws are called the civil 
•code. All these ordinances and laws the Israelites were 
commanded strictly to observe. 

Two men strove together in the camp, and one of them 
blasphemed and cursed God. He was put into prison. 
Moses inquired of the Lord how he was to be punished. God 
said he was to die. The people took him gut side the camp, 
and -stoned him until he died. His mother was Shelomith, an 
Israelitish woman, but his father was an Egyptian. 

The descendants of Levi were called Levites. When the 
children of Israel journeyed in the Wilderness of Sin, Grod 
said the Levites were to serve him in the Tabernacle. He 
accepted them 'instead of the firstborn of the Israelites. Moses 
consecrated them. Their business was to instruct the people, 
to wait on the priests, and to take care of all things belonging 
to the tabernacle. The sons of Levi were Gershon, Kohath, 
and Merari ; their descendants -constituted the three orders of 
Levites ; the Gershonites had charge of all the coverings, 
hangings, and curtains of the tabernacle ; they were to en- 
camp on the western side of the tabernacle. The Kohathites 
were appointed to carry the ark and the sacred vessels, the 
table, and the candlesticks : they were to encamp on the south- 
ern side of the tabernacle. The Merarites had the care of the 
boards, pillars and sockets, of the tabernacle, and of the court 
round about ; they were to encamp on the northern side of the 
tabernacle. 




THE STRANGE OFFERING." [1635-1451 B.C. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



fire— probably the mode by which 
God testified his acceptance of Abel. 
Lew. 2, < accepted f & Less. 81, < fire.* 

censer — a pan, or small vase, used for 
carrying the fire in which the incense 
was burned from the altar to other 
places. 

strange — irregular ; the fire they used 
was not taken from the altar, bat from 
fire in common use. 

devoured — consumed ; burned up. Less. 
88, 'consumed.' 

tram— perfect sobriety in all who 
conducted the service of the Lord was 
henceforward enjoined, which leads to 
the conclusion that Nadab and Abihu 
were drawn into the sin of which tbev 
had been guilty by an improper indul- 
gence in wine. 

laws — rules ; directions to be ob- 
served. 

burnt offering, Sfc. — with the excep- 
tion of the peace-offering, which was a 
lacrifice of gratitude for mercies re- 



ceived, or of supplication for blessings 
needed, the other offerings were atone- 
ments for sin. 

code — book ; body, or series of laws. 

ordinances — observances ; ceremonies 
ordered to be observed. 

stoned — this horrid mode of destroy- 
ing life was inflicted on idolaters, 
blasphemers, sabbath-breakers, and 
rebellious children ; the witnesses 
against them were required to com- 
mence the dreadful punishment, after 
which the assembled multitude com- 
pleted it. Lesson 26, 'stoned.' 

instead — it was commanded that the 
first-born of all the tribes should be 
devoted to God, as Israel's expression 
of gratitude for their deliverance from 
the destroying angel; but now God 
chose the tribe of Levi, and accepted 
them for his service instead of the first- 
born of all Israel. Less. 20, 'sanctify.' 

constituted— formed of parts or sec- 
tions. 



THE STRANGE OFFERING. 

"AND THERE WENT OUT FIRE FROM THE LORD AND DEVOURED THEM." 

This is the abode where God doth dwell, 

This is the gate of Heaven, 
The shrine of the Invisible, 

The Priest, the Victim given. 

O holy seat, O holy fane, 

Where dwells the Omnipotent, 
Whom the broad world cannot contain, 

Nor Heaven's high firmament. 

Here, where the unearthly guest descends 

To hearts of innocence, 
And sacred love her wing extends 

Of holiest influence. 

Let no unhallow'd thought be here 

Within that sacred door; 
Let nought polluted dare draw near, 

Nor tread the awful floor; 

Or, lo! the avenger is at hand, 
And at the dcor doth stand! 

Child's Christian Year. 
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25. MIRIAM'S LEPROSY. THE SPIES' REPORT. 



Numbers x. 33-xiii. 



When the children of Israel journeyed from Mount Sinai, 
the ark of the -covenant went before them three days' 
journey to seek for a resting place for them. And when 
the ark set forward, Moses said, " -Rise up, Lord, and let thine 
enemies be scattered ; and let them that hate thee flee before 
thee." And when it rested, he said, " Return, O Lord, to the 
many thousands of Israel." 

The people again complained, and the Lord was greatly 
displeased ; he sent down fire, which consumed many of 
them. Moses prayed for them, and the fire was quenched. 
The place was called Taberah. They came to Kibroth- 
hataavah; there they murmured for flesh, God was angry 
and sent them quails ; the people ate them and were -afflicted 
with a great plague ; and many died. Moses complained 
of the great burden of governing the people ; God appointed 
seventy -elders to assist him. The spirit of God which 
rested upon Moses descended on the seventy elders, and they 
•prophesied. Two of them, called Eldad and Medad, did not 
go into the tabernacle, but taught in the camp ; Joshua 
desired Moses to forbid them from prophesying, but Moses 
would not ; he said, " Would God that all the Lord's people 
were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit upon 
them \" Miriam and Aaron -spake against Moses, because he 
had -married an Ethiopian woman. For this the Lord -punished 
Miriam with -leprosy ; she became white as snow, and was 
shut out of the camp for seven days. 

God commanded twelve men to be sent to search Canaan ; 
a man out of each tribe. Moses therefore sent twelve men, 
that were heads of the people, from Kadesk-barnea ; and he 
said unto them, " Go see the land what it is ; and the people 
that dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or 
many ; and what the land is that they dwell in, whether it "be 
good or bad ; and what cities they be that they dwell in, 
whether in tents, or strong holds; and what the land is, 
whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein or 
not, and be of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land." 
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REPORT OF THE SPIES. [1635-1451 B.(X 

80 they went up, and searched the land, and after forty days, 
they returned. They brought a bunch of grapes from Eshcol, 
so large, that -two men were required to carry it. All the 
spies said that Canaan was a good land, — a land -flowing with 
milk and honey. Caleb and Joshua, two of the spies, wanted 
the people to go and take possession of it ; but the ten told 
them they were not able. They said, " The cities are strong, 
and the people who dwell therein are giants/' The people 
believed the false report, and lifted up their voice and wept 
that night. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



covenant— the ark was so called be- 
cause it contained the tables of the law 
on which were inscribed the terms of 
agreement between Jehovah and the 
children of Israel ; by the observance of 
which they should have secured to them 
possession of Canaan, the privilege of 
being 1 a peculiar people unto God, and 
all the temporal blessings connected 
therewith. Jer. xxxi. 3 1 -34. 
Rise up, Qc. — whether the people moved 
forward or rested Moses offered a prav- 
ertoGod. 

afflicted— punished for their murmur- 
ing. 

elder* — a selection from the large 
number of elders already recognised by 
the several tribes. Lesson 18, 'elders.' 

prophesied— spoke with the authority 
of God's messengers, or that of appoint- 
ed teachers. 

spake against — they were jealous of 
the extraordinary favour bestowed upon 
him by Jehovah. 

married— the wife of Moses was the 
daughter of Jethro, a priest of Midian, 
(Lesson IT) in Hebrew she is called a 
Cushite ; this term is generally applied 
to the Ethiopians of Arabia. 

punished — Miriam was evidently the 
chief offender, as Aaron was not in- 
cluded in the punishment. 

leprosy— h loathsome and contagious 
disease in the skin, still common in 
Syria and the East; it especially affects 
the knees and elbows, and sometimes 
the whole body. There were several 



kinds of leprosy ; in this case, and in 
those of Gehazi and Uzziab, the disease 
was a judgment inflicted by the 
Almighty. Lessons 91 and 104. 

seven — this number of days was 
appointed for her cure. 

two men — it is generally supposed that 
the grapes were borne on a staff be- 
tween two men, not because of the size 
of the cluster, but that the grapes might 
not be bruised. Travellers state that 
some of the species of grapes of Pales- 
tine and Syria are extraordinarily large, 
and also that the bunches are larger 
than those of France and Italy; the 
valley of Eshcol still produces grapes 
of large size and delicious flavour. 

flowing with — a phrase proverbial 
of great abundance. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Taberah — 4 burning ;' a place of 
encampment in the Wss. of Pa ran. 

KlBROTH-H ATTA AVAH — < graves of 

lust;' the encampment of the Israel- 
ites at which they lusted for flesh. 

Ethiopia-— southern Arabia was thus 
called. 

Kadbsh-barkea — a city near the 
wilderness of Paran on the southern 
border of the promised land. From 
Kadesh-barnea the Israelites had to 
turn back into the wilderness, when 
condemned to wander therein forty 
years for their rebellions. 

Eshcol — * a cluster of grapes ;' when 
the land was divided, the valley of 
Eshcol lay between. Simeon and Dan. 
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PERIOD III.] THE PILGRIM. 

"MY COVENANT. -TO GIVE THEM THE LAND OF THEIR PILGRIMAGE." 

Pilgrim to the land of rest, 

Canaan fair beyond the skies, 
Through the desert oft distressed, 

Where the tiery serpent flies. 

Zion's road's a chequer'd scene, 

Sorrows mingle with our joy, 
Lights and shadows intervene, 

Here a song and there a sigh. 

Earth, 'tis but a howling waste, 
Storms of pungent sorrows blow, 

Waters bitter to the taste, 

From the brooks of Marah flow. 

Forward press through sore dismay, 
Griefs, and groans, and heavy woes, 

Flame by night, and shade by day, 
Still the cloudy pillar goes. 

See the wat'ry deep divides, 

Pharaoh's host to bury there, 
Still the flaming pillar guides, 

Leads the van, and guards the rear. 

Thus the dreary path they trod, 
Follow'd by the cloud and flame, 

. Murmur' d oft against their God, 
We, alas ! have done the same. 

Did they kiss their calves of gold, 
Bow and shameful homage pay? 

Let it ne'er in Gath be told, 
We have kiss'd them every day. 

Thou art still our cov'nant God, 

Let thy guiding pillar show, 
While we tread the self same road, 

Where to stand, and when to go. 

Eshcol's clusters we have eat, 

Sweet their taste, their number few; 

Lord, thy visits now repeat, 

While we pass the desert through. 

Soon with yonder blood-bought crowd, 
We shall sing on Canaan's shore, 

Songs of triumph, sweet and loud, 
War with Amalek no more. 




Kent. 
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26. ISRAELS REBELLION. OF KORAH, &c. 
Numbers xiv.-xxii. 

Then all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and 
Aaron ;.and -the whole congregation said," - Would God that we 
had died in the land of Egypt ! or would God we had died in 
this wilderness ! -Let us make us a captain and let us return into 
Egypt." Then Joshua and Caleb spake unto all the people, 
saying, " Rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the 
people of the land ; their defence is departed from them, and 
the Lord is with us." But all the congregation spake of 
stoning them. The glory of the Lord then appeared in the 
tabernacle before* all the people ; and the Lord said unto 
Moses, " How long will this people -provoke me ? I will smite 
them with a -pestilence." Moses prayed to the Lord not to 
destroy them. God then said that all the men that came out 
of Egypt, except Caleb and Joshua, should wander forty years, 
and -die in the wilderness, and that their children should 
possess the land. God commanded the Israelites to -turn 
back again into the wilderness. The unfaithful spies died of 
the plague. The next day the people marched towards 
Canaan, -contrary to God's will. They were met by the 
Canaanites and the Amalekites, who defeated the Israelites, 
and slew many of them. The Lord permitted the Israelites 
to be thus punished because of their great disobedience. 

While the Israelites continued in the Wilderness of Paran 
a man was found gathering sticks on the Sabbath day. God 
commanded him to be stoned. God had declared that all who 
worked on the Sabbath should surely die. 

•Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and On rebelled against Moses 
and Aaron. -The earth opened and swallowed them up ; and 
fire came and devoured two-hundred-and-fifty men who 
•offered incense with them. The next day the people began 
to rebel, but God sent a plague among them, and 14,700 died. 
According to God's command a -rod for each tribe was placed 
in the tabernacle ; and on the next day it was found that 
Aaron's rod had budded, blossomed, and brought forth 
-almonds. The Lord said, " Bring Aaron's rod again before 
the -testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels." 
The rod was a token that God had chosen Aaron and his 
house to be priests, and none other. 
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PERIOD III.] NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



the whole congregation— though the 
Israelites were divided into twelve dis- 
tinct tribes, they are, nevertheless, 
spoken of as but one assembly. 

Would God* ifc.—they wished they 
had died in Egypt, or in the wilderness. 

Let us, Sfc. — they came to the resolve 
that instead of going forward to Ca- 
*aan they would go back to Egypt. 
Did they expect that the cloud of God 
would lead them, and the manna fall to 
sustain them in their rebellion ? 

provoke — excite to wrath; arouse to 
indignation; not that Jehovah was c 
provoked as man is, but that their 
conduct deserved his anger aud punish- 
ment. 

pestilence — a destructive and conta- 
gious disease. 

wander — and die — this was the sad 
punishment for their unbelief and dis- 
obedience. Heb. iii. lT-iv. 2. Lesson 
23, « blot out.' 

turn back — the first command to turn 
back (Lesson 20, ' Pihahiroth') was to 
bring them into a position of peril where 
their faith should be tried, and where 
they should experience God's power and 
goodness ; but now the command to 
turn is for their punishment. They had 
arrived within a short distance of the 
southern border of the land of Canaan ; 
and they were ordered to turn back into 
the * terrible wilderness* through which 
the Lord 'had safely led them. 

contrary — instead of humbling them- 
selves before God, thev rashly proceeded 
to further acts of disobedience. 

Korah — Korah was of the tribe of 
Levi ; he grew jealous of the dignity 
conferred upon the family of Am ram — 
Moses being the chosen lawgiver, and 
Aaron <fc his sons the appointed priests 

Dathan, $c — these leaders were of 
the tribe of Reuben, Jacob's eldest son ; 
probably they were displeased with the 
pre-eminence of Moses and Aaron, and 
submitted to Koran's guidance. 

the earth, Moses proposed to try 
the question of his divine mission and 
authority by submitting the decision to 
God ; he therefore separated the people 
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from the rebels, saving, that if Korah 
and his company should die a natural 
death then the Lord had notsent bim. 
As soon as the separation was complete 
the judgments of God fell on the rebels. 

offer incense— the spiritual leadership 
was the subject of contention. Korah 
and his company advanced the plea that 
all the congregation were holv — any of 
them being equally acceptable to God 
as priests and teachers. This opinion 
was refuted by the sudden destruction 
of the rebels. . 

rod— a shepherd's staff; the great 
mass of the people having become dis- 
affected, a plague was not only sent 
among them, but a miracle was per- 
formed in order to shew that the spiri- 
tual guidance of Israel was vested in 
the tribe of Levi and in the family of 
Aaron. The rods were emblematical 
of spiritual leadership. Psalm xxiii. 4 ; 
Isaiah xl. 10,11. John x. 11-14. 

almond — the Hebrew name of the 
almond-tree denotes its hasty growth & 
early maturity ; it grows extensively in 
Palestine, and around its borders, and 
blossoms very early in the vear, so early 
as January ; it is supposed that the rods 
of all the chiefs were made of this tree ; 
the miracle of Aaron's rod alone bud- 
ding, blossoming, and bearing fruit at 
the same time determined the con- 
troversy as to the priesthood; there 
were no more disputes or rebellions on 
this subject. 

testimony — meaning the ark of the 
testimony, or ark of the covenant. Less. 
2.5, 'covenant.' The tables of the Law 
constituted the covenant, or agreement, 
between God and the people. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

Wilderness op Paran — lay south 
of Beersheba, and was near to Edom 
and the wilderness ofZin. Into this 
wilderness Hagar and Ishmael went 
when expelled by Abraham. Lesson 9. 
The Israelites entered this wilderness 
after leaving Mount Sinai ; it is called 
by Moses, "the great and terrible 
wilderness." 
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OUR EXAMPLES. 



[1635-1451 B.C. 



"NOW ALL THESE THINGS HAPPENED ONTO THEM FOE EN SAMPLES, AND THEY 
ARE WRITTEN POR OUR ADMONITION." 



When Israel's host belov'd of God, 
From Egypt sought the desert dread, 
By day the cloud before them sped, 
By night the fiery pillar led; 

Unhurt the Red Sea depths they trod; 
He rain'd down bread from Heaven's blue height, 
He bade the rock yield water bright, 
Till promis'd Canaan met their sight, 

With blushing vine and fertile sod. 

We seek a land of more delight 

Than aught that promis'd Canaan gave; 
We have escape'd from sin's dark grave, 
Have pass'd the pure baptismal wave; 

Christ leads us on by day and night, 
The Bread that feeds our weariness, 
The Rock that, in the wilderness, 
Still gushes pure and free to bless 

Our souls with spiritual might. 

We must not be like Israel's band, 

Who tempted God by deed and thought, 
Who scorn'd the law His prophet taught, 
Who loath'd the precious food he brought, 

And wished again for Egypt's land ; 
His holy faith they would not hold, 
But lov'd the tales the heathen told, 
And made them idol gods of gold, 

Provoking His almighty hand. 

These things are our examples given, 
That we, who walk in brighter day, * 
May hold our faith more pure than they ; 
Nor in this bad world go astray 

To sin by evil passions driven; 

Till He, whom type and lay foretold 
In mystic signs and songs of old, 
Shall lead us o'er life's dreary wold, 

Safe to our happy home in Heaven. 



Verses for Holt Seasons. 
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PERIOD III.J THB ARK. ELDERS APPOINTED. 

27. MIRIAMS DEATH. THE FIERY SERPENTS. 
Numbers xx. xxi. 

Then came the whole congregation of Israel to Kadesh, in 
the Wilderness of Zin ; here Miriam died and was buried. 
At this place there was no water for the congregation, and 
they gathered themselves together, against Moses and against 
Aaron. God commanded Moses to speak to the rock, find 
water should come forth. Moses smote the rock twice, saying 
unto the people, " Hear now, ye rebels, shall we fetch water * 
out of the rock." Moses thus -displeased God ; and God told 
him he should not take the Israelites into Canaan. 

Moses sent messengers to the king of Edom, to ask him 
to allow the Israelites to pass through his land ; saying, " We 
will not pass through the fields, or through the vineyards, 
neither will we drink of the water of the wells ; we will go by 
the king's highway, we will not turn to the right hand nor to 
the left, until we have passed thy borders." And Edom said, 
" Thou shalt not pass by me, lest I come out against thee 
with the sword." The people -then journeyed to Mount Hor. 
Here Aaron died,' and his son, Eleazar, was appointed high 
priest. Aaron was not permitted to enter Canaan, because he 
and Moses had disobeyed God. Aaron's age was one-hundred- 
and-twenty-two years. 

The Israelites again rebelled against God and against Moses. 
God punished them by sending -fiery serpents among them. 
The people acknowledged that they had sinned and asked 
Moses to pray unto the Lord to take the serpents away. 
And Moses prayed for the people. Moses was then directed 
to make a -brazen serpent and to put it on a pole, that all those 
who had been bitten by the fiery serpents, when they 'looked 
up to the brazen serpent might be -healed. 

The Israelites sent messengers to Sihon, king of the Amor- 
ites, asking leave to pass through his land ; but he and Og, the 
king of Bashan, came against Israel, with their armies. They 
were defeated, and themselves, with their armies, slain. The 
Israelites took -possession of their countries, and cities, from 
the River Arnon to Mount Gilead, and all Bashan. 

n 
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NOTES AND £ 

displeased — God will have his com- 
mands strictly observed; Moses was 
desired to speak to the rock, instead of 
which he struck it twice in a presumptu- 
ous spirit. God said, « the water shall 
come forth f "Shall we fetch water," 
was the reprehensible language of 
Moses. 

should not, Sfc — God is no respecter of 
persons ; the multitude who came oat 
of Egypt were denied entrance into 
Canaan for their rebellion ; and for 
one act of disobedience the honor of 
leading Israel into their long-promised 
possession was denied to Moses. 

then Journeyed, ^c— they did not fear 
the threatened assault of the warlike 
Bdomites, bat God had forbidden war- 
fare with their brethren, fhe children of 
Esau, saying, " meddle not with them, 
for I will not give you of their land, no, 
not so much as a foot-breadth ; because 
I have given Mount Seir unto Esau for 
a possession." Lesson 13. 

fiery serpents— it is generally supposed 
that these serpents are called Jiery on 
account of their burning bites ; some 
commentators suppose they were 
winged serpents ; and we are informed 
by ancient writers that this wilderness 
was formerly infested with serpents 
having wings. 

brazen — the brazen serpent became 
the cause of idolatry in the time of 
Hezekiah. Lesson 107. Christ refers 
to it as a type of his own death and of 
the efficacy of faith in him. John iii. 14. 

looked — God appointed the simplest 
means of cure that his graciou* inter- 
ference might be acknowledged, and 
that all who chose might avail them- 
selves of it. 

healed — several ancient writers assert, 
that the bite of the serpents, which 
abounded in this wilderness, was so 
venomous and deadly as to be beyond 
the reach of art to cure it. 

possession — though Moses was not 
permitted to go over Jordan, he had 



APPLANATIONS. [1635-1451 B.C. 

the gratification of seeing the first fruits 
of God's promise, which was to put 
Israel in possession of a part of their 
inheritance. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES.* 

Kadbsh— not Kadesh'barnea, from 
which place the Israelites were com- 
manded to turn back again into the 
wilderness; but Kadesh, near Exion- 
geber, on the western border of the 
territory of Edom. 

Edom— the country to the south of 
Canaan, called also Idumea; it extends 
into Arabia Petrea and to the borders 
of the Red Sea ; it was peopled by the 
descendants of Esau who are called 
Edomites. 

Mount Hor — a mountain of Arabia 
Petrea on the borders of Edom, where 
Aaron died and was buried. It is said 
to be the highest of the mountains of 
Seir. 

Amorite8 — the descendants of Kmer, 
or Amor, the fourth son of Canaan ; 
they inhabited the mountainous tracts 
to the east of the Dead Sea. After the 
kings of the Amorites were slain, their 
territory on the east of the Dead Sea 
was occupied by the tribes of Reuben 
and Gad ; and on the west by the tribe 
of Judah. The Gibe unites were Amor- 
ites. 

Bashan — a fertile district of Canaan, 
east of Jordan and the sea of Galilee ; it 
was celebrated for its oaks, its pastures, 
and its cattle. Its king was a man of 
gigantic stature, bence his name Og, 
which means ' giant 

Arson — a river which rises in the 
mountains of Gilead and falls into the 
Dead Sea ; it divided the country of 
the Amorites from that of the Moabites. 

Mohnt Gilead — ' heap of testi- 
mony the mountains of Gilead lie 
east of the Jordan, and extend from 
Anti-libanus southward into Arabia 
Petrea. 
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PERIOD III. J BALAK SENDS FOR BALAAM. 



GRACE AND SIN. 

"THEY PROVOKED HIS SPIRIT 80 THAT HE SPAKE UNADVISEDLY WITH HIS LIPS." 



Moses, the patriot fierce, became 

The meekest man on earth, 
To shew us how love's quickening flame, 

Can give our souls new birth. 

Moses, the man of meekest heart, 

Lost Canaan by self-will, 
To shew, where grace has done its part, 
« How sin defiles us still. 

Thou who hast brought me in thy fear, 

Yet seest me frail at best, 
O grant me loss with Moses here, 

To gain his future rest! 



28. BALAK AND BALAAM. IDOLATRY IN MOAB. 



When the people of Moab saw all that Israel had done to 
the Amorites, they were sore afraid. -Balak, the king of Moab, 
sent for -Balaam to -curse the Israelites. At first God would 
not permit Balaam to go. Balak sent again, and Balaam was 
•permitted to go, but he was to speak only that which God told 
him. On his way to Moab, the angel of the Lord met him, 
and he was again told not to curse the Israelites. Balak. took 
Balaam to the top of Mount Peor ; there instead of cursing 
the Israelites, he was forced to bless them and to foretell their 
greatness. He desired to die the death of the -righteous, 
which was a good prayer from a wicked man. Balak said to 
Balaam, " What hast thou done unto me ? I took thee to curse 
mine enemies, and behold, thou hast blessed them altogether." 
And Balaam answered, "Must I not take heed to speak that 
which the Lord hath put in my -mouth ? God is not a man that 
he should lie ; neither the son of man that he should -repent ; 
hath he said, and shall he not do it, or hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good? Behold I have received command- 
ment to bless ; and he hath blessed ; and I -cannot reverse it." 
When Balaam had further foretold the prosperity of Israel, 
"""Sqk's anger was kindled, and he -smote his hands together, 



Child's Christian Year. 



Numbers xxii.-xxxi. 
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IDOLATRY IN MOAB. 



[1635-1451 B.C. 



and said, " Flee thee to thy place ; I thought to promote thee 
to great honour, but -the Lord hath kept thee back from 
hononr." Balaam replied to Balak, " If Balak would give me 
his house full of silver and gold I cannot go beyond the com- 
mandment of the Lord." 

At Shittim, in Moab, the Israelites were ensnared into 
idolatry with the Midianites. This was done by the -advice 
of the wicked prophet, Balaam. For this sin God sent a 
plague on them and 24,000 of the people died. During the 
plague, Zimri, an Israelite, sinned greatly in taking a Midian- 
itish woman named Cozbi, into his tent. Phinehas, the son 
of Eleazar, the high priest, slew them both. Then the plague 
stopped, and God promised great blessings to Phinehas. 

The Israelites were numbered at Shittim. Many directions 
were given them about dividing the land, its inheritance, 
their offerings, feasts, &c. To punish the Midianites, God 
commanded Moses to take 12,000 men, and make war 
against them. The Israelites slew -all the men of Midian, 
with their kings, but spared the women. Balaam was -slain 
in this battle. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Balak — the tame request that had 
been made to the king of Edom (Les. 27) 
was made to Balak, bat he would not 
consent ; he and the neighbouring kings 
were probably ignorant of the miracu- 
lous supply of food, daily provided for 
the Israelites, and imagined that a fam- 
ine would be the result of supplying 
food to so large a number; they might 
also apprehend that admission into 
their territories being granted, the 
Israelites would then attempt to con- 
quer their countries. 

Balaam — * devourer of the people 
it is not known whether he was only a 
pretender, or a divinely inspired pro- 
phet ; it is however certain that he was 
deterred from cursing the Israelites, 
and compelled to pronounce over them 
the inspired language of blessing. 

curse — according to the notion of 
idolaters, that priests or diviners could 
influence the decision of their gods— 



Balak hoped that Balaam might, by 
incantations and sacrifices to the God 
of the Hebrews, cause the destruction 
of the people whose approach he dreaded. 

permitted— the character of Balaam 
was that of a covetous and greedv man ; 
he "loved the wages of unrighteous* 
ness," and therefore eagerly desired to 
obtain them from Balak. Lesson 11, 
* obtained.' 

righteous — alluding to the Israelites, 
whom he esteemed as a holy nation, or 
probably to the happy death of Israel 
after whom this people were called — an 
intimation which he might have obtain- 
ed from God. 

mouth — a plain declaration that the 
message he nnd to pronounce was not 
in accordance with his own feelings. 

repent — not likely to reverse his de- 
cisions ; he would assuredly fulfil his 
promise to Abraham by giving Canaan 
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to his posterity. In another sense 
repentance is sometimes ascribed to 
God. Lesson 23. 

cannot — notwithstanding his fame as 
a diviner, he confessed his otter in- 
ability to influence the will of the Most 
High. 

smote — from a feeling of bitter dis- 
appointment and rage. 

the Lord — Balak was evidently igno- 
rant of the true God, although he had 
heard Balaam apply the name Jehovah 
to the God of the Hebrews. Balaam, 
it appears, understood that Jehovah 
was the God of gods — the Almighty. 

advice — he who did not dare to corse 
Israel, wickedly suggested a plan 
whereby they might be made to draw 
down the displeasure of God upon them- 
selves. 

great blessings — the promise of per- 
petual priesthood to him and his seed. 

all — not the entire nation, but all that 
horde which was concerned in the 
seduction of Israel: other hordes or 
tribes were at a distance from this 
scene of destruction. Lessons 36,37. 

slain— justice speedily overtook this 
wicked man, and that too among the 
people who had given themselves up to 
his teaching and authority. 



: BALAK AND BALAAM. 



GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Moab — * father's progeny;' the port 
of Arabia Petrea on the east of the 
Dead Sea; it was inhabited, after the 
gigantic race of the Emim were con- 
quered, by the descendants of Moab, 
one of the sons of Lot The territory 
of Sihon had belonged to the Moabites, 
but they were dispossessed of it by that 
warrior chief, who in his turn was 
subdued by the Israelites under Moses. 

Mount Peor— one of the heights of 
the Abarim mountains. 

Shittim— the place in the plains of 
Moab where the Israelites were en- 
snared into idolatry by the Midianites, 
and the idolaters were slain. 

Midian — a country of Arabia Petrea, 
the people of which were descendants 
of Midian, the fourth son of Abraham 
and Keturah. The Moabites & Midian- 
ites were neighbours and appear to have 
lived on terms of friendship. The 
Midianites were an unsettled race, and 
like the Ishmaelites lived a wandering 
life ; sometimes living by plunder, 
sometimes following the avocation of 
merchants. Lesson 14. They joined 
with the Moabites to obtain the services 
of Balaam to curse Israel ; and their 
looser morals, arising from their un- 
settled habits, rendered them better 
agents for ensnaring the Israelites into 
idolatry and other sins. 



BALAK AND BALAAM. 

" HOW GOODLY ARK THY TENTS, O JACOB, AND THY TABERNACLES, O ISRAEL !" 

Upon the hill the Prophet stood, 
King Balak in the rocky vale, 
Around him, like a fiery flood, 
Flash 'd to the sun his men of maiL 

'Twas morn; — 'twas noon; — the sacrifice 
Still roll'd its sheeted flame to heaven ; 
Still on the Prophet turn'd their eyes, 
Nor yet the fearful curse was given. 

'Twas eve; — the flame was feeble now, 
Dried was the victim's purple blood; 
The sun was rushing broad and low 
Upon the murmuring multitude. 
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THE CITIES OF REFUGE. [1635-1451 B.C. 



" Now curse, or die !" — The gathering roar 
Around him, like a tempest, came; 
Again the altar stream'd with gore ; 
And blush'd again the sky with shame. 

The prophet was in prayer; — he rose, 
His mantle from his face he flung ; 
He listen' d, where the mighty foes 
To heaven their evening anthem sung. 

He saw their camp, like endless clouds, 
Mix'd with the horizon's distant blue; 
Saw on the plains their marshalPd crowds; 
Heard the high strain their trumpets blew. 

A sudden spirit on him came, 

A sudden fire was in his eye ; 

His tongue was touch'd with hallow'd flame, 

The "Curser" swell'd with prophecy. 

"How shall I curse whom God hath bless'd? 
" With whom he dwells, with whom shall dwell !" 
He clasp'd his pale hands on his breast, 
" Then, be thou blest, O Israel !" 



29. CITIES OF REFUGE. DEATH OF MOSES. 
Numbers xxxii.-Deuteronomy xxxiv. 

The tribes of Reuben and Gad had a very great multitude 
of cattle ; and when they saw that the land of Jazer and 
Gilead, which had been taken from Sihon and Og, were good 
for pasturage, they asked Moses to give them those lands for 
their possession. Moses told them that Canaan must be first 
conquered ; these tribes then proposed to -leave their wives 
and children in possession of the country, while they went 
fully armed before their brethren, to conquer Canaan ; and 
then they would return and possess their land. 

The Lord appointed -forty-eight cities to be given to the 
Levites. Six of them were to be cities of -refuge for those 
who had slain others by accident. Three of the cities, Bezer, 
Eamoth, and Golan, were on the east of Jordan, and the other 
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PERIOD III.] THE DEATH OF MOSES. , 

three, Kadesh-Naphtali, SAec/iem, and Hebron were on the ' 
west of Jordan. The man-slayer who had slain another 
unawares, might flee to a city of refuge, and remain there safe 
from the avenger of blood, until the death of the High Priest, 
when he might -go abroad without fear of punishment. 

God made it known that he had appointed Joshua to 
succeed Moses. Moses wished to go into Canaan, and prayed, 
saying, " I pray thee let me go over and see the good land 
that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain and Lebanon!' 
But the Lord would not permit him to go over because he had 
smitten the rock at Meribah, when God had commanded him 
to speak to it only. Before Moses died he -repeated the Law 
to the Israelites ; exhorted them to obedience ; forbade 
idolatry ; and prophesied of Christ. He -foretold that Israel 
would worship idols after they entered Canaan ; that they 
would be 'taken as slaves into a strange country ; and aftei 
that be scattered over all the world. 

Moses ascended Mount Nebo, and from thence he beheld 
the promised land. He again exhorted the Israelites to 
obedience. He blessed them and then died. His age was one- 
hundred-and- twenty years. He was -buried in a valley of 
Moab. The people mourned thirty days. And there arose 
not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses whom the Lord 
knew 'face to face, in all the signs and the wonders, which the 
Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to 
all his servants, and to all his land, in all that mighty hand, 
and in all the great terror which Moses shewed in the sight of 
all Israel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



leave — God had promised protection 
to their wives, children, property, and 
land*, at those seasons when all the men 
of Israel were to appear before him in 
the place which he should choose; find 
as it was a duty on these men to assist 
their brethren when they crossed over 
Jordan, they relied on the same promise 
that their in heritage would be pre- 
served free from the invasion of their 
enemies. Exodus xxxiv. 23, 24. 
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forty~eight — these cities were chosen 
out of all the tribes of Israel ; the 
Levites were consequently dispersed 
throughout the entire population, thus 
fulfilling a great object of their appoint- 
ment to the priesthood — that of being 
the religious instructors and judges of 
the people. Lesson 32, 'forty-eight.' 

refuge— this protection extended only 
to those who had caused death by 



Digitized by Google 
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accident ; if a murderer escaped to one 
of these cities he was forbidden pro- 
tection, the command being, " If a man 
come presumptuously upon his neigh- 
boar, to slay him with guile, thou shalt 
take him from mine altar, that he may 
die." 7 

avenger — the person to whom the 
right belonged of avenging the blood 
of the deceased by slaying the offender; 
he was generally the nearest kinsman 
of the person slain. If, however, the 
man-slayer escaped to one of the cities 
of refuge, the avenger dared not harm 
him until the case had been investigated : 
when, if innocent, he was received 
within the city; but if guilty, he was 
delivered up to the avenger. 

death — Jewish writers inform us that 
to make the bomicides in the cities of 
refuge contented with their lot lest, 
growing dissatisfied, they should wish 
for the death of the high priest, the 
mother of the existing Pontiff, or other 
friend interested in his prosperity, usu- 
ally supplied them with many of the 
necessaries and even with the comforts 
of life. 

go abroad — the * avenger* dared not 
pursue him. When a homicide died 
before the High Priest, his remains 
were given to his relatives to be buried 
among his own people. 

repeated — the chief portions of the 
ceremonial and civil laws, as well as 
*the moral laws. Lesson 22, 'Ten 
Commandments;' Lesson 24, Maws,' 
* burnt offering,' ' code,' * ordinances.' 

foretold — Lesson 35, * served. 9 

taken — Lessons 108, 1 18, 120. This 
prophecy has been literally fulfilled. 

buried — the Lord buried him over 
against Beth-peor ; but this was not 
made known to the Israelites, the proba- 
ble reason being lest future generations 
should attach tne superstitious idea of 
peculiar sanctity to the spot. 

face to face — apparently as closely and 
familiarly as one man speaks to another. 



GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Jazer— « he that helps ;' a city at the 
foot of the mountains of Gilead, near a 
small river of the same name, which 
falls into the Jordan. 

Bezeb — was in the tribe of Reuben ; 
it was situated in a desert part of the 
country, near Arabia. 

Ramoth — was in Gilead, in the por- 
tion of Gad ; it was not far from the 
Jabbok, and but sixteen miles from 
Rabbah ; it was in after years the scene 
of many wars. 

Golan — belonged to the tribe of 
Manasseh; it stood a short distance 
west of the lake of Galilee. The district 
around it was afterwards called Gaulo- 
nitis. 

Kadesh-naphtali— a city, as its 
name imports, in the portion of Naphtali. 

Shechem— a city in the valley be- 
tween Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. 
Lesson 13. 

Hebron — a very ancient city, for- 
merly called Kirjath-arba ; it was in the 
inheritance of Judah. Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob resided at Hebron, and it was 
a place of much importance in the later 
history of the Israelites. 

Lebanon — * white;' so called from 
its snow-capped summits; an extensive 
mountain range on the northern bound- 
ary of Palestine; its cedars, streams, 
and wines are orten referred to in 
Scripture. At present there are not 
more than 500 cedars growing upon its 
sides, while the vines which once grew 
in abundance on its declivities have 
nearly disappeared for want of culture. 
Moses longed to see "that goodly 
mountain, even Lebanon." 

Meribah— 1 strife ;' one of the places 
where the Israelites encamped ; it was 
on the western arm of the Red Sea. 
Lesson 27, * should not.' 

Nebo — one of the mountains in the 
Abarim range ; it was opposite Jericho, 
and commanded an extensive view of 
the promised land. 

Moab — the country on the east of the 
Dead Sea. Lesson 28. 
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PERIOD III.] A PROPHET'S OLD AGE. 



*• AND MOSES WAS A HUNDRED-AND-TWENTY YEARS OLD WHEN HE DIED 
EYE WAS NOT DIM, NOR HIS NATURAL FORCE ABATED." 



How lightly o'er thy guarded head 
The lapse of silent years had sped, 

How poor the spoils of time, 
To leave thee thus, in life's last stage, 
A living greenness in old age 

So splendid and sublime. 

Thy natural vigour unimpair*d, 
An eye whose lustre still declar'd 

Age could not dim its ray, 
How brightly must thy sun have set, 
Which on the verge of night had yet 

The radiance of noon day. 

Had age so vigorous and serene, 
E'en in that distant era been 

A thing regarded not, 
Not thus had history's page unroll'd 
Thy triumph o'er decay, and told 

Thy proud, peculiar lot 

But thus conspicuously was shown 
Vigour and brightness not thy own 

To life's last parting hour, 
That Israel in that wond'rous sign 
Of might more glorious far than thine, 

Should own Jehovah's power. 

That we, who sooner reach life's close, 
May in our weakness yet repose 

On his eternal truth, 
Who, if to Him alone we live, 
In age unto the soul can give 

Spring's renovated youth. 



Barton. 
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FROM THE ENTRANCE INTO CANAAN TO THE 
ANOINTING OF SAUL. 
B.C. 1451 — B.C. 1096. 355 years. 

30. JOSHUA SUCCEEDS MOSES. JERICHO TAKEN. 
Joshua i.-vi. 

Seventy souls of the house of Jacob went into Egypt when 
Joseph sent for his father, his brothers, and their families. 
•Six hundred thousand Israelites left Egypt besides the women 
and the children. Of this large number only -two, Joshua 
and Caleb, were permitted to enter into Canaan. After the 
death of Moses, Joshua became the leader of the Israelites as 
God had appointed; the Lord said unto Joshua, "Arise, go 
over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which 
I do -give to the children of Israel. Every place that the sole 
of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I 
said unto Moses. There shall not any man be able to stand 
before thee all the days of thy life ; as I was with Moses so 
I will be with thee ; I will not fail thee nor forsake thee. Be 
strong and of a good courage : for unto this people shalt thou 
divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their 
fathers to give them. And this -book of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein day 
and night, -that thou mayest observe to do according to all that 
is written therein : for then thou shalt make thy way pros- 
perous, and then thou shalt have good success." Joshua sent 
two spies to Jericho; and they came into Bahab's house, 
and lodged there. The king of Jericho heard of them, and 
he sent men to take them ; but Rahab concealed the men, 
and afterwards let them -escape through a window. Before 
the men left her house she told them that terror had fallen 
upon all the people of the land because of the Israelites ; 
and she made them -promise that when God should give the 
city into their hand, they would spare her life, and the lives 
of her parents, and brethren, and sisters. 
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PERIOD IV.] DIRECTIONS FOR TAKING JERICHO. 

The spies returned and told Joshua all that had happened. 
Early the next morning, Joshua and all the people removed 
from Shittim, and came to Jordan, The priests, carrying the 
Ark of God, went -forward, and the people followed. The 
river Jordan -divided, and all the Israelites passed over. 
As soon as the priests and the people had -reached the 
opposite side, the waters returned, and flowed as before. 
•Twelve stones were set up as a memorial that the waters had 
divided for the Israelites to pass over. The Tribes encamped 
at Oilgal and kept the passover. They ate of the old and also 
of the new -corn of the land, and the manna ceased falling. 
The Canaanites were much afraid when they heard that God 
had dried up the waters of Jordan for the Israelites to pass over. 

The " captain of the Lord's host," appeared to Joshua before 
Jericho, and gave him directions about taking the city. He 
uaid, " The men of war shall compass the city, and go round 
about the city once each day, for six days. And seven priests 
shall bear before the ark seven -trumpets of rams' horns : and 
the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and 
the priests shall blow with the trumpets. And it shall come 
to pass, that when they make a -long blast with the ram's horn, 
and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people 
shall shout with a great -shout ; and the wall of the city -shall 
fall down -flat, and the people shall ascend up every man 
straight before him." These directions were obeyed, and the 
city was taken. Kahab and her family were saved. The city 
was burnt ; and Joshua pronounced a -curse on whomsoever 
should rebuild it. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



600,000 — the exact number was 
003,550, and the number of the men 
when they came in sight of Canaan was 
001,730, so 'hat during their wanderings 
in the wilderness, one generation hav- 
ing died, their number was diminished 
1820. 

two — the two faithful spies. Lessons 
**,26. ^ 

give — though God had reserved Ca- 
naan for Israel in the distribution which 
he made of the earth among the sons of 
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Adam, (Dent, xxxii. 8), yet he did not 
dispossess those nations which had first 
occupied it until their wickedness had 
become insufferable. 

600* of the law — an ordinary book of 
the present day does not convey a 
correct idea of the roll, or volume, re- 
ferred to. These rolls or volumes 
among the Israelites at tbis time were 
formed of the papyrus which grew on 
the Nile. Lesson 17, 'bulrush.' The 
stalks of this plant were split, and 
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pressed, ihe edges of the leaves united 
with paste, and thus formed info large 
sheets to the extreme ends of which 
two rollers were generally attached. 
When written upon, the sheet was 
rolled up on one of the rollers ; & as it 
was read it was rolled back upon the 
second roller. Many other substances 
were also used for these written rolls, as 
the bark of trees, linen, cotton-cloth, 
skins of animals, &e. Literature had 
doubtless been cultivated among the 
Israelites ; their ' house of bondage' 
was at this time as greatly celebrated 
Tor its learning as for its idolatry ; in 
Canaan too there was a * city of letters,' 
Kirjath-sepher, which was a seat of 
Canaaniti*h learning. 

meditate — to think upon ; to turn over 
and over in the mind. 

that thou mayest, (fc. — reading and 
meditating upon the word of God must 
lead to love of it, and produce cheerful 
and active obedience. 

all that is written — Joshua was not at 
liberty to adopt such portions of the 
law as might be most agreeable to him : 
he was to observe all that had been 
written ; so are we. 

Rahab — her faith is commended by 
Paul, and James ; Heb. xi. 31 ; James 
ii. 25; both Christian and Jewish 
writers speak highly of Ruhab ; by some 
she is made the ancestress of Christ 

escape — Rahab's house was seated on 
the town wall, the spies had therefore 
no difficulty but to keep watch from the 
roof, where they were hidden among 
the flax-stalks from the * pursuers' sent 
in quest of them. 

terror — dread; great fear; God 
weakened the courage of the Canaan- 
itish idolaters, thus fulfilling his promise 
given through Moses, "There shall 
no man be able to stand before you ; 
for the Lord your God shall lay the fear 
of you and the dread of you upon all the 
land that ye shall tread upon." 

promise — the condition of this promise 
was that she should hang in her window, 
on the day when Jericho should he 
taken, the scarlet rope by which she had 
let them down. 



forward— before the people. The 
priests of the Lord took the lead with 
the symbol of the Divine presence, 

divided— as did the Red Sea for their 
fathers when they left Egypt. Lf-s. 20. 
The passage of the Jordan was effected 
at the most, unfavourable season for 
fording — it being the time when, from 
the melting of the snows of Lebanon, 
if had overflowed its banks; its depth 
and the rapidity of its current being 
increased from the same cause. This 
miracle which took place at noon, and 
no doubt in the presence of many of 
the Canaanit.es, was calculated to strike 
terror into the people of the land as well 
as to inspire Israel with devout con- 
tidence in God. 

reached — arrived at; the priests were 
the last to reach the shore, although 
the first to enter the bed of the divided 
river ; according to God's command, 
they stood in the midst until all the 
people had passed over. The conduct 
of the priests and Levifes reflects great 
honour upon them; they showed their 
faith in God's word, and their forward 
zeal to promote the welfare of their 
brethren of all the other tribes. 

twelve — one for each tribe ; they wera 
taken from the middle of the river. 

corn— the inhabitants of the plain fled 
on the appronch of the Israelites, leav- 
ing behind them stores of old corn, 
besides the produce of their fields, either 
just reaped, or still standing, for it was 
now the time of the barley-harvest. 

captain, A-c. — a messenger from God 
in human form; Joshua fell down be- 
fore him when he became aware of his 
sacred character, and while in that 
position, the angel delivered the Lord's 
message unto him respecting the 
taking of Jericho. 

seven — the number is of very frequent 
occurrence in the scriptures. Seven 
days completed the week of creation 
and rest ; every seven years formed a 
week ofyears — the seventh year being 
a year of rest ; and at the close of every 
week of seven vears — every fiftieth yenr, 
there was n Jubilee. The clean animals 
were taken by Noah into the. ark by 
sevens; there* were seven years of 
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plenty and seven years of famine in 
Egypt, and there are many other 
illustrations of peculiarity in this num- 
ber. In the present instance seven 
priests, bearing seven trumpets were to 
precede the ark while going round the 
city once each day for six days, and 
seven times on the seventh day. 

trumpet* — this ancient instrument 
was much used in various observances 
of the Israelites ; the ram's horns were 
hollowed out Trumpets were also 
made of brass resembling horns. 

ton? blast— the blowing of the trum- 
pets indicated assaults upon the 
besieged town, while the long bla«t gave 
the idea of a general charge which 
should end in the breaking down of 
the city defences. 

shout— following out the idea referred 
to above, the shout being one of victory. 

shall fall — when, by their obedience 
to the directions given, they hud proved 
their faith in God's power to give them 
success by means the most unlikely, then 
should they find that the victory was 
their's. 

flat — the defences were really less 
formidable than they appeared to be to 
a people not accustomed to warfare. 
Doubtless Jericho was an important 
and well-fortified city ; and its early 
fall increased the consternation of the 
Canaanites, already spiritless from 
hearing of the miraculous passage of 



' THE FALL OF JERICHO. 



the Jordan, while it was an encourage- 
ment to the unwarlike Israelites. 

saved — because she observed the con- 
dition required by the spies. 

curse — this curse was accomplished 
many years after. Lesson T8. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Jericho — was about six miles west 
of the Jordan, and twenty-two north- 
east of Jerusalem ; it is called by Moses 
'the city of palm-trees;' because the 
palm-tree flourished in the low and very 
sultry plain in which Jericho stood. 
The 'plain of Jericho' was part of the 
* plain of Jordan;' it was formerly 
extremely fertile though now scarcely' 
any signs of vegetation appear. 

Jordan— this celebrated river of 
Canaan, rises at the foot of Mount 
Lebanon, and flows southward through 
the marshes, formerly called the waters 
of Merom ; thence through the Lake of 
Cinnereth : and thence southward to 
the Dead Sea, into which it falls. Its 
length is about 150 miles. Less. 7. 

Giloal — 'rolled off;' a city on the 
east of Jericho about 18 miles north- 
east from Jerusalem, and the place 
where the Israelites encamped after 
they had passed over the Jordan. It 
was about five miles west of the river, 
and it became the seat of govern- 
ment during the wars of Joshua. Here 
too the tabernacle remained till its 
removal to Shilob. Lesson 32. 



THE FALL OF JERICHO. 

"THE MEN OF WAR SHALL COMPASS THE CITY, AND GO ROUND ABOUT THE 
CITY ONCE EACH DAY FOR MX IMYS," fee. 

"Ye warriors of Israel, encompass the wall 

"Of this infidel city, that's destined to fall; 

"Ye Levites, go carry the ark of our God 

" Round the fortified bounds of this Gentile abode ! 

" And tell by the trump, while your voices are dumb, 

"That the merciless hour of its judgment is come." 

"Ye warriors of Israel! ye priests of the Lord! 

" Ye last with the ark, and ye first with the sword ! 

•' Seven times on the seventh *day encompass ye round 

" This city of Canaan that cumbers the ground ; 

" And when 'tis accomplish'd, the trump shall be blown, 

"The people shall shout, and the walls be o'erthrown." 
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Around and around went the ark of the Lord, — 
Around and around went the arm'd with the sword, — 
Around and around the wide circle they passed, — 
Till .the city did reel like a drunkard at last, 
And then came the shout, and the trumpets long sound, 
And the high walls of Jericho fell to the ground. 

The slaughter began — and the city was drunk 
With the red streams that flow'd from the crowds as they sunk, — 
From the youth that was strong, and the maid that was gay; 
And the stricken in years, and the child of a day ; 
Till the fire of the victors the carnage consum'd, 
And Jericho lay in her ashes entomb'd. 



Achan, a man of the tribe of Judah, committed a trespass 
against God. He took from the spoils of Jericho, a Babylonish 
'garment, two hundred shekels of -silver, and a wedge of 'gold, 
which he hid in the earth, within his tent. For his sin the 
Israelites were • discomfited at At. Joshua then fell upon his 
face before the ark of the Lord, and said, " O Lord, what 
shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies ! 
For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land shall 
hear of it, and shall environ us round, and cut off our name 
from the earth : and what wilt thou do unto thy great -name P" 
God told him of the sin that had been committed ; and gave 
him directions for the -discovery and punishment of the offender. 
•Achan was discovered and put to death, and Ai was after- 
wards taken. Joshua then built an altar to God on Mount 
Ebal. The -blessings of the law were pronounced from 
Mount Qerizim, and the -cursings from Mount Ebal. 

The inhabitants of Gibeon were afraid of the Israelites, 
when they heard what had been done to Jericho and to Ai ; 
and they went to Joshua, in -old shoes and old clothing, pre- 
tending that they had come from a far country. Joshua and 
the princes of Israel made a -covenant of peace with them. 
Three days after, they found that the Gibeonites were neigh- 
bours, and that they had deceived them. The Israelites 



W. Knox. 



31. ACHAN'S SIN. THE GIBEONITES. 
Joshua vii.-xxii. 




PERIOD TV.] THE SUN AND MOON STAND STILL. 

would not destroy them, but made them -hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water, for the camp and the tabernacle of Israel. 

Five kings encamped agaiust Gibeon, because its inhabitants 
had made peace with Israel. Joshua went to assist, the 
Gibeonites. At this battle the sun and moon -stood still at the 
command of Joshua, till the kings were conquered. The five 
kings fled to a cave at Makkedah. They were taken and 
hanged. Joshua also conquered -many other kings of Canaan, 
and -gave their land for an inheritance to Israel. 

The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half tribe of Manasseh 
•returned to the East of Jordan when Canaan was conquered. 
They built an -altar near the Jordan, for a witness that they 
belonged to Israel. The other tribes feared that it would 
lead them into idolatry, but the tribes of Reuben and Gad said 
their altar was not for burnt-offerings, nor sacrifices, -but for a 
witness : and they called it Ed. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Jchan or Achor. Geographical Notes. 

took — his sin consisted in appropriat- 
ing what had been devoted to God. 
Devoted things could not be redeemed, 
neither could men or animals devoled 
to death. Lev. xxvii. 28,29. Carrying 
out the principle of devoting the first 
of every thing to God, this city, the first 
captured hy Israel, was given tip to him 
as n devoted city. 

garment — as Babylon in after years 
became justly celebrated for it* superior 
textures; so now the plain of Shinar. 
where Babylon afterwards stood, 
appears to have acquired a reputation 
for the manufacture of costly rones. 

silver — gold — * they that will be rich 
fall into a temptation and a snare; for 
the love of money is the root of all evil ' 
1 Tim. vi. 9,10. * No 'covetous man, 
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance 
in the kingdom of God.' Ejphcs. v. 5. 
* Covetousness is idolatry.' Col. iii. 5. 

discomfited — though the number slain 
was small compared with the vast 
multitude of Israel, yet this repulse 
afforded evidence of the withdrawal of 
the Divine protection. 

kef ore — the ark was the emblem of | 
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God's presence and majesty; the Israel- 
ites prayed with their feces turned to- 
wards the nrk, tabernacle, or temple ; 
idolaters turn towards their idols ; those 
who acknowledge no visible representa- 
tion of God look upwards to the illimi- 
table space of heaven, their idea of God's 
infinite character being thereby exalted. 

environ — surround ; enclose. 

name — believing that the knowledge 
of (he True God was sustained only by 
the Israelites as a nation, Joshua con- 
templated their extinction as fatal to 
the interests of true religion, and to the 
fulfilment of the promises made to their 
fathers. 

discovery — this was by lot, n mode of 
deciding doubtful matters much resorted 
to in former times ; the opinion being 
that God would cause the lot to fall on 
the guilty. Solomon says, " the lot is 
cast in'o the lap, but the whole dis- 
posing thereof is of the Lord." 
blessings — for obedience. 
cursings— for disobedience. 
old shoes — though the Gibeonites had 
asses, yet, as eastern travellers walk 
I most of their jouruey alongside the 
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uses that carry their clothes, provisions, 
or merchandise, if their shoes had nnt 
presented an old and a worn appear- 
ance, suspicion and detection would 
have heen the probable result. 

covenant — a Iriendly agreement.; the 
Israelites believed the evidence of their 
sen«es, and did not inquire of God. The 
elders then sat down with the prince* 
of the Gibeonites, and afe of their 
victuals, according to ancient custom, 
in token of amity. 

keirers of wood, tfc. — for all Israel 
during the campaigns of Jo«hun ; but 
on'y for the tabernacle service when the 
tribes obtained possession of their in- 
heritance. This service was ontv severe 
at the great festivals. The Gibeonites 
were not slaves but tributaries. 

stood still — the popular idea of the 
sou travelling round the earth is here 
expressed, but not the philosophical one 
that the earth revolves round its own 
axis; but in scripture, popular language 
is always adopted. There are many 
corroborations of this wonderful event 
in eastern writings — in the nnnals of 
China, in Herodotus, and in Homer. 

many — thirty-one kings in nil. This 
great number of kings for so small a 
territory as Canaan is not surprising, 
since the early nations consisted of 
small states independent of each other. 
These states generally included but one 
town or city, with an extent of country 
round it sufficient for its supplies of the 
fruits of the earth. 

gave — Lesson 32, ' tribes.' 

returned — they had been nb*ent from 
their families and possessions about 
six years. Lesson 2*J, 4 leave.' 

altar — a huge pile of stones, intended 
for a witness to future generations. 



feared — this state of mind was credi- 
table to the nine tribes and a hair, bu^ 
alas ! they were soon led into idolatry. 

but for a witness— this showed their 
attachment to the Mosaic institutions 
and also their feeling of ju«t pride as 
belonging to the nation of Israel, in 
whom centnr d all the blessings pro- 
mised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Al — a city of ancient Canaan between 
which and Bethel Abraham pitched 
his tent, and built an altar. It was 
about nine miles north of Jericho, and 
three miles west of Bethel. 

Achan OR Achor — 'distress;' the 
valley was called Achor from the 
eirmmsfance of Achan's transgression 
and death. 

Mount Ebal — a mountain in Eph- 
raim, opposite Mount Gerizim ; in the 
valley between them was the ancient 
city of Shechem. 

Mr. Gerizim — a celebrated moon- 
fain in the tr.be of Ephraim, near 
Shechem, and opposite to Mount Ebal. 

Gibeon — * high ;» the chief city of the 
Gibeonites; it was situated on a hill, 
about five miles north from Jerusalem. 
The Gibeonites were Hivites, a tribe of 
the Amorites, and the only people of 
Canaan who made peace with the 
Israelites. 

Makkkdah — a city in the plain of 
Judah ; it was one of the royal cities of 
the i'anaanites. 

East of Jordan— included the terri- 
tory which belonged to Sihon and Og, 
but which was afterwards possessed by 
the Reubenites, Gudites, and half tribe 
of Mnnas«eh. 

Ed — 'witness;' this altar stood on 
the eastern side of the Jordan, in Gilead. 



JOSHUA COMMANDS THE SUN TO STAND STILL. 

■•UN, STAND THOU STILL UPON GIBEON ; AND THOU, MOON, IN THE VALLEY OF 

AJALON." 

" Stand still, refulgent orb of day! 

The Jewish victor cries: 
So shall at last an ani:el say, 

And tear it from the skies. 
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A flame intenser than the sun 

Shall melt his golden urn; 
Time's empty glass no more shall run, 

Nor human years return. 

Then with immortal splendour bright, 

That riorums orb shall rise, 
Which through eternity shall light 

The new-created skies. 

On the bright ranks of happy souls, 

Those blissful beams shall shine; 
While the loud song of triumph rolls, 

In harmony divine. 
O let not sordid base desire, 

The soul's dark rayless night, 
Unfit us for heaven's sacred choir, 

Or God's eternal light! 

Butcher. 



32. CANAAN DIVIDED. JOSHUA'S EXHORTATIONS. 
Joshua xiii.-xxiv. 

When Joshua was old and -stricken in years, the Lord said 
unto him, " Thou art old and stricken in years, and there remain- 
eth yet very much land to be possessed." Joshua had conquer- 
ed thirty-one kings and their countries, but he had not conquer- 
ed the whole of the land. The Levites had -forty-eight cities 
assigned to them, with land round them. Caleb asked for 
Hebron for his inheritance. The tribes of Judah -could not 
drive out the Jebusites from Jerusalem, and they dwelt 
together. The Tabernacle was set up at Shiloh, and the cities 
of refuge were appointed. Canaan was then -divided among 
the tribes by lot. The Anakim were destroyed. The 
children of Joseph's two sons had two portions allotted to them. 
God had fulfilled all the promises he had made to Israel. 
The bones of Joseph, which were brought from Egypt, were 
buried in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought 
of the Shechemites : it was the inheritance of the Ephraimites, 
who were called, " the children of Joseph." 

Before his death, Joshua called for all Israel, and for their 
elders, judges, and officers, and said unto them, " Ye have seen 
all that the Lord your God hath done unto all these nations 
88 
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because of yon ; for the Lord your God is he that hath fought 
for you. And the Lord your God shall expel them from 
before you, and drive them from out of your sight ; and ye 
shall possess their land as the Lord your God hath promised 
unto you. Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do 
all that is written in the book of the law of Moses. That ye 
'come not among these nations, these that remain among you ; 
neither make -mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to 
•swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto 
them : but cleave unto the Lord your God." Joshua reminded 
the Israelites of God's gracious goodness towards them, he 
warned them against -idolatry, and he said God would -cut them 
off if they forsook him. He told them of their former idolatry, 
and said, " As for me, and my house, we will serve the Lord." 
The people answered, " The Lord our God will we serve, 
and his voice will we obey." All these -exhortations were 
delivered at Shechem. So Joshua let the people depart 
every man unto his inheritance. Joshua died soon after, being 
a hundred-and-ten years old and he was buried in Timnath- 
Serah. And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, who had 
known all the works of the Lord, which he had done for 
Israel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Mirieken ifc. — weakened by age ; less became afterwards a source of much 

trouble and sin in Israel. Lesson 33, 
* tributaries.' 



active than formerly. 

forty-eight — the suburbs of these cities 
extended to about 2.000 cubits or 3,000 
feet round each; these suburbs were 
sufficiently extensive for their gardens 
and the pasturage of their cattle. It 
was not necessary that the Levites 
should engage in agriculture, as the 
tithes and first-fruits assigned to them, 
and brought by the other tribes, .were 
more than sufficient for their wants. 

could not — this was unhappily the 
case with other tribes, as well as with 
that of Judah. No doubt they were 
impatient to enjoy their newly acquired 
possessions, and were thus gradually 
weaned from their trust in God as their 
captain. This compromise with the 
' of the original inhabitants 



divided — (Divisions of Canaan.) See 
Geographical Notes. 

tribes — the tribes were twelve, 
according to the twelve sons of Jacob j 
but the withdrawal of the tribe of Levi 
for the exclusive service of the taber- 
nacle left the number but eleven. The 
two sons of Joseph having however 
been adopted as heads of tribes instead 
of 'their father, the number twelve, 
among whom Canaan was to be divi- 
ded, was thus rendered complete. 
Lesson 16. 

keep — preserve from alteration and 
injury. 

do— obey cheerfully and heartily. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



come not— -mingle not with them; 
form no intimate connexions with them. 
Lesson 35, 4 look.' 

mention — they were scrupulously to 
avoid every allusion to the idols of the 
people around them. 

swear— the highest and most unex- 
ceptionable witness is appealed to by 
an oath; God is that witness, not fho.se 
things of the imagination which idola- 
ters swear by and worship. 

idolatry— the worship of any being, 
creature, or thing, instead of God ; and 
also the worshipping of the true God 
under any figure or other representa- 
tion of him. These sins' are forbidden 
by the first and second commandments. 
Lesson 22, 'Ten Commandments.' 

cut them off— from their land by 
allowing other nations to carry them 
away captive. Many of them should 
also be cut off, or slain by the sword, 
famine, and pestilence. Lessou 108, 
'taken.* 

former— referring to the idolatry 
practised by Abraham's kindred on the 
other side of the river Euphrates. 

evhortatiom— encouraging and warn- 
ing addresses, or incitements to obe- 
dieuce. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Hebron — the district within which 
Hebron was included whs given to 
Caleb, but the city itself belonged to 
the priests, inasmuch as it was one of 
the cities of refuge. Lesson 29. 

Jebusites — Jebus was an ancient 
name of Jerusalem from its founder the 
father of the Jebusites, a tribe of the 
Canaanites who occupied the city and 
the surrounding country. Lesson 56. 

Jerusalem—' fountain of peace/ or 
• vision of peace ;' was the metropolis of 
the land of Israel. It is often spoken 
of in the Scriptures as the Holy City, 
because God chose it to place there .his 
name, his temple, and his worship. It 
was in the southern portion of Canaan, 
and was situated partly in Judah and 
partly in Benjamin. Joshua partly con- 
quered it, and the Israelites and the 
Jebusites jointly* occupied the city, but 
in different parts. Lessou 27, 'Salem.' 
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Sh iloh— < pence ;' a place which was 
in the southern part of Ephraim about 
fifteen miles north of Jerusalem ; it was 
situnted on a mountain to the north of 
Bethel. At this place the Tabernacle 
was set up, and here the ark of God 
remained nearly three hundred and 
fifty years, until it was taken by the 
Philistines. At Shiloh the promised 
land was divided among the tribes by 
lot, and the cities of the Levites, and 
those of refuge were appointed. 

Anakim — a gigantic tribe who lived 
in some parts of Canaan; they were 
descended from Annk, asonotArba, 
who gave the name to Kirjath-arba, 
afterwards Hebron. The unbelieving 
spies saw them and were afraid of them. 

Timnath-Serah— a city in the 
mountains of Ephraim, the inheritance, 
residence, and burial place of Joshua. 

DIVISIONS OP CANAAN. 

Reuben — the territory of the Reuben- 
ites was bounded on the south by the 
river Arnon, on the east by the Moabites 
and Ammonites, on the north by the 
t'ibe of Gad, and on the west by the 
Jordan. Reuben was guilty of gross 
immorality, and was thus punished; as 
the eldest son, the priesthood should 
have belonged to him, but it was trans- 
ferred to Levi; while his birthright 
was transferred to Judah. 

Gad — the Gadites were situated 
north of the Reuben ites, east of Jordan, 
west of the Ammonites, and south of 
the half tribe of Manasseh. 

Manasseh (half-tribe) — Half the 
Manassites were east of the Jordan and 
north of the Gadites, bounded on the 
north by part of the Lebanon range, 
and on the east by the hills of Bashon 
and Mount Hermon. 

Naphtali— this tribe inhabited the 
country over against the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, the river Jordan running 
between them; and had the Jordan on 
the east, the springs of Jordan and 
Mount Lebanon on the north, the tribe 
of Asher on the west, and Zebulon on 
the south. 

Asher— lay west of Naphtali; 
western boundary of this tribe was the 
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Mediterranean Sea, Phoenicia was on 
the north, Naphtali on the east, and 
Zebolon on the south. 

Zfbulon — this tribe had for its 
northern border the divisions of Naph- 
tali and Asher, the Mediterrnnean Sea 
was its boundary westward, the Jordan 
eastward, and Issachar southward. 

I88ACHAR — extended from the Medi- 
terranean Sea to the Jordan, having: 
Zebolon to the north, and the other 
half-tribe of Manasseh southwards. 

Manasseh (half-tribe) the 

tract this half-tribe occupied lay south- 
ward of Issachar, its eastern and 
western borders being the same as 
those of that tribe, while to the south 
the Ephraimites had their portion. 

Ephraim — had the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Jordan for its western and 



eastern boundaries, Manasseh on the 
north, and parts of Dan and Benjamin 
on the south. 

Brnjamin — this tribe had part of the 
Jordan and the Dead Sea for its eastern 
border, Ephraim on the north, Dan on 
the west, and Judah on the south. 

Dan — extended from the lot of Ben- 
jamin to the Mediterranean, having 
Ephraim on the north, and the Phi- 
listines and part of Judith on the south. 

Judah — lay west of the Dead Sea. 
south of the tribe of Benjamin and 
part of Dan, east of the land of the Phi- 
listines, and norlh of the land of Edom. 

Simf.on — the inheritance of Simeon 
was within lhat of Judah, being placed 
in its southern extremity, having 
Judah and Dan north, and Edom on 
the south and west. 



HOLY RESOLUTIONS. 

"AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE WE WILL SERVE THE LORD." 

God of my life, through all its days 
My grateful powers shall sound thy praise; 
The song shall wake with opening light, 
And warble to the silent night. 

When anxious cares would break my rest, 
And griefs would tear my throbbing breast, 
Thy tuneful praises raised on high 
Shall check the murmur and the sigh. 

When death o'er nature shall prevail, 
And all its powers of language fail, 
Joy through my swimming eyes shall break, 
And mean the thanks I cannot speak. 

But 0 ! when that last conflict's o'er, 
And 1 am chain'd to flesh no more, 
With what glad accents shall I rise, 
To join the anthems of the skies. 

Soon shall I earn the exalted strains, 
Which echo o'er the heavenly plains; 
And emulate with joy unknown 
The glowing seraphs round thy throne. 

The cheerful tribute will I give, 

Long as a deathless soul can live ; 

A uork so sweet, a theme so high 

Demands, and crowns eternity. Doddridge. 
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33. DISOBEDIENCE OF THE ISRAELITES. 



Judges i. ii. 

Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the 
children of Israel asked the Lord, saying, " Who shall go up 
for us -against the Canaanites first to fight against them ?" 
And the Lord said, " • Judah shall go up : behold, I have 
delivered the land into his hand." And Judah said unto 
Simeon his brother, " 'Come up with me into my lot, that we 
may fight against the Canaanites ; and I likewise will go with 
thee into thy lot." So Simeon went with him. And Judah 
went up : and the Lord delivered the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites into their hand; and they slew at Bezek, ten- 
thousand men. They found Adoni-bezek, at Bezek, and they 
•cut off his thumbs, and great toes. And Adoni-bezek said, 
" Threescore and ten kings, having their thumbs and great 
toes cut off, gathered their meat under my table : as I have 
done, so God hath requited me." And they brought him to 
Jerusalem and there he died. Hebron and several other 
cities of the Canaanites were afterwards taken. The tribe of 
Judah took Hebron. Caleb 'promised to give his daughter, 
Achsah, to the man who should take the strong city, Debir. 
•Othniel, the nephew of Caleb, went up against the city, and 
took it. Achsah asked Caleb to give her the -water-springs, 
after he had given her a south land ; so Caleb gave her the 
upper and the nether springs. 

The tribes of Israel did not drive out all the Canaanites 
from the cities they took, but they dwelt among them and in 
some of the cities they made the Canaanites 'tributaries. An 
angel of the Lord came -from Gilgal to Bochim and reproved 
them ; he said, " *I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have 
brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers : 
and I said, I will -never break my covenant with you. And 
ye shall make no -league with the inhabitants of this land ; ye 
shall -throw down their altars : but -ye have not obeyed my 
voice : why have ye done this ? Wherefore I also said, -I will 
not drive them out from before you ; but they shall be as 
thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you." 
When the angel spake these words the people lifted up their 
voice and wept. 
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IDOLATRY. NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1451-1096 B.C. 

About fourteen years after the death of Joshua, the Is- 
raelites began to worship the idols of the Canaanites. They 
forsook God, and served Baal and Ashtaroth, and God delivered 
them into the hands of the -spoilers, and they were oppressed. 
They also •intermarried with the Canaanites which God had 
forbidden. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



asked the Lord— they inquired of God 
through the high-priest in the taber- 
nacle, lor God made his will known to 
the high-priest so long as the Israelites 
served him. 

against the, $c— they mastered in 
great numbers, and retook several of 
the cities which th* Israelites hnd cap- 
tured ; besides which much of the land 
still remained in the possession of the 
Canaanites. 

Judah — besides enjoying the privilege 
of the birth-right, this tribe was the 
most numerous and powerful of all the 
tribes. 



e, tfc<— Jndah invites Simeon ; the 
strong asks the aid of the weak, engag- 
ing to render similar services in return ; 
as the territory of these two trihes was 
in one general lot or division, those who 
were enemies to one tribe would be 
enemies to the other also. 

cut off- — a common practice among 
eastern warriors to disable their enemies 
from handling a weapon or running with 
agility. A loni-bezek then confessed his 
own cruelties. 
three-score and ten — Lesson 31,* many.' 
requited— repaid ; punished in the 
same way. 

promised— offers of this nature were 
made to inspire young men with feelings 
of emulation and intrepidity. Saul 
made a similar offer. Lesson 46. 

Othniel — « lion of God he was the 
son of Kenaz, Caleb's brother. He 
verified his name not only in the taking 
of Debir, but also by delivering the Is- 
raelites from the oppression of the king 
of Mesopotamia. Lesson 35, * judge/ 
water-springs— the land included in 
the gift of Caleb to Othniel is called a 



south land, that is a dry land ; hence we 
see the importance of Achsah's request, 
for it is well-known that scarcity of 
water is a severe calamity in oriental 
countries. 

tributaries— they paid a tax in money 
or gave a certain amount of labour as 
an acknowledgment of their subjection ; 
this was contrary to the Divine Law. 
The Asherites seem to have not even 
exacted this tribute, for they dwelt 
among the Canaanites as if they had 
been one nation. Lesson 32, < could not. 1 

from Gitgal, tfc— the angel first ap- 
peared at Gilgal, and it is probable that 
he accompanied them to Bochim, re- 
proving them as he passed along. This 
accounts for the general weeping of the 
people. 

/ made — here, as in many other an- 
gelic appearances, the angel speaks in 
the name, and with the authority, of 
Jehovah. 

never — God's promises shall surely be- 
fulfilled ; He is faithful and true. 

league — confederacy; mntual agree- 
ment; friendship. 

throw down — as long as there remain- 
ed so long would temptations to the 
practice of idolatry present themselves 
to the Israelites. 

ye have not— they had grown slothful » 
tired of war, and influenced by the love 
of ease, they allowed many of the Ca- 
naanites to settle down among them,, 
and to follow their idolatrous practices. 

twill wo*-— 'you will not drive them 
out, and therefore I will not' ; was the 
language of Jehovah ; thus their sin 
was made their punishment. When 
their hearts were right with God he 
went before them to drive their enemies 
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from before their fnce, now God allowed 
them to renp the bitter reward of their 
indolence and sinful confederacy. 

worship — pay religious adoration unto. 
Lesion 35, * served.' 

Baal, or Bel-—' master or lord :' this 
title of distinction was not given exclus- 
ively to one deity ; it was applied eener 
ally to the superior object? of pngnn ador- 
ation. Several nations worshipped the 
tun under this appellation; and many 
idols mentioned in Scripture have this 
title prefixed tn the name of the place 
to which they belonged, a* Banl-peor, 
Banl-meon, Baal -gad, Baal-beerith, 
Ac. which nnmes are supposed to refer 
to tome distinction in the nature of the 
rites observed at different places. The 
worship of Baal was almost universal ; 
it was followed by the Babylonian*, As- 
syrians, Carthaginians, Phoenicians, Ca- 
naanites, <fe probably in the British Isles. 

Ashtaroth — the worship of this idol 
prevailed chieflv among the Sidonians, 
who lived upon the northern bouudary of 
Canaan. In this idolatry the moon was 
adored, and her image was generally 
accompanied by the seven stars. The 
ritos eonneoted with the worship of this 



goddess were grossly impure and revolt- 
ing. Ashtnroth was worshipped by the 
Israelites under the title of the* queen of 
heaven.' Jeremiah vii. 18; xliv. 17. 

spotters — enemies j those who would 
oppress them. 

intermarried — thev took wives from 
the daughters of the Canaanites, and 
gave their daughters to the Canaanites. 
Lesson 35, ' took their.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Beekk — a city of the Canaanites of 
which Adonibezek was a king; it came 
into the possession of the tribe of Judah. 

Hebron — it is supposed by many, 
and with much reason, that this was 
the second time Hebron was taken from 
the Canaanites. 'Against,' p. 93. 

Derir — f oracle;' supposed to be a 
seat of learning among the Canaanites ; 
it was also called Kirjath-sepher, which 
means 'city of books.' This time it 
was re-captured by the Israelites. 

Bochim — ' weeping ;' a place sap- 
posed to be the same as, or near to, 
Shiloh; it is only mentioned as the 
place of weeping at which the Israelite* 
were reproved. 



TURN FROM YOUR IDOLS. 

-THEY FORSOOK THK LORD AND SERVED BAAL AND ASHTAROTH.* 

Where cedars wave on Syrian height 
Were altars rear'd for votive rite; 
And silver Jordan swept along 
To anthem loud and choral song. 

But not for great Jehovah's praise 
Did Israel's matrons pour their lays, 
And not for Him, in wooded glade, 
On sunny height, the shrine was made. 

And Judah 's maids wild dances trod 
To many an unclean heathen god ; 
And impious sires, in lone green wood, 
For offering pour'd their children's blood. 

They drank their flowing cups at noon, 
They prais'd at night the fair round moon ; — 
The chosen of the King of kings, 
They bowed down to created things. 
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THE IDOLATRY OP M1CAH, &C [1451-1096 B.C. 

Yea, gods they made of wood and stone; — 
Poor human hearts ! thus ever prone 
To leave the ways that God has shewn 
And make false idols of their own. 

We do not bend the adoring knee 
To demon gods neath forest tree; 
And when the fair round moon returns, 
No heart in votive rapture burns ; 

But wrong desire, and cherished sin, 
And selfish care eushrin'd within, 
And angry passions, prompt to wake ; 
These are the idols Christians make. 

The great Lord God enthron'd on high, 
He sees the souPs idolatry; 
He claims the first love of our hearts, 
Nor takes what is but His in part. 

Verses for Holy Seasons. 



34. MICAHS IDOLATRY. THE DANITES. 
Judges xvii.-xxi. 

There was a man of Mount Ephraim whose name was 
'Micah; he stole from his mother eleven hundred -shekels of 
silver which she had saved. She cursed the robber of her 
treasures in her son's hearing. After a time, Micah, stung 
by -conscience, restored the money to his mother ; whereupon 
she said, " Blessed be thou of the Lord my son. I had wholly 
'dedicated the silver to make a 'graven image and a -molten 
image." So she took -two-hundred shekels of silver, and gave 
them to the founder, who made thereof a graven image and a 
molten image : and they were in the house of Micah. And 
Micah had a -house of gods, and made an -ephod, and teraphim, 
and -consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest. In 
those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did 
that which was right in his own eyes. He afterwards obtained 
a -Levite of Bethlehem- Judah to be his priest. 

The Danites sent five men to seek an -inheritance, they came 
to the house of Micah, and asked the Levite, whom they knew, 
whether their way should prosperous. The Levite told 
them to -go in peace ; so they proceeded to Laish. At Laish 
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PERIOD IV»] THE WICKEDNESS OF THE BENJAMITES. 

the people lived carelessly, and without feeling -shame for 
their misdeeds. The Danites returned to their tribe, and 
told them that at Laish there was -no want of any thing that 
was in the earth. Six hundred men were then sent to Laish 
with the five spies as their guides. On their way thither they 
went into Micah's house, and -took away his image and his 

K'est. -Micah followed them, but they warned him to return, 
ey then went against Laish, which they took, and put the 
inhabitants to the -edge of the sword. There was 'no one to 
assist the people of Laish, for they had no dealings with any 
other people, and 'they lived quiet and secure, and free from 
all danger. Having changed the name of the city to Dan, 
they brought in Micah's image, and set it up, and appointed 
Jonathan, the Levite, to be their priest. The Danites as a 
tribe, thus commenced idolatry. 

A Levite of Ephraim was returning home with his -concubine. 
He entered into the city of Gibeah, in Benjamin. The 
inhabitants -abused her and she died. The Levite sent to all 
the tribes, and they assembled at Mizpeh. The Benjamites 
would not give up their wicked brethren. War was declared 
against the tribe of Benjamin by the other tribes. In the end, 
Benjamin was defeated with the loss of 25,000 men. The 
city was destroyed, the land desolated, and -men, women, and 
children were put to the sword. Only 600 men of Benjamin, 
who had fled to the rock Bimmon, were left. The Israelites 
had sworn not to give their daughters in marriage to the men 
of Benjamin. The city of Jabesk- Gilead was taken, because 
its inhabitants had not gone with the Israelites against the 
Benjamites ; — the men were put to the sword, and the young 
women were taken as wives by the Benjamites. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Micah—* humble.' 

shekels — 4 weights a shekel weighed half 
an ounce, value about 2s. Id. of our money. 
The sum stolen by Micah was therefore 
nearly equal to £116. sterling, 
. saved — carefully put by ; spared from 
expending. 

conscience— the knowledge that he was 
the dishonest person. Conscience is that 
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sense of right and wrong which shews us 
the moral character of our actions, and 
produces in us feelings of remorse or satis- 
faction as their result 

I had, SfC— this mistaken idea of honour- 
ing God, by dedicating a graven image to 
him, was the introduction of idolatry in 
that gross form forbidden by the second 
commandment. 
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dedicated—** apart at for a religious 
purpose. 

graven —cut out of stone or wood. 

molten — melted ; formed of metal that 
had been reduced to a liquid state. 

two-hundred shekels— value in our money 
about £21. 

house of pod*— probably in imitation of the 
tabernacle at Shiloh, in which was the ark 
of the covenant surmounted by the 
cherubim. Lesson 23, ' cherubim.' 

ephod— Lesson 23, ' ephod.' 

teraphim— household divinities or gods for 
family use, such as Laban's. Lesson 13, 
' images.' 

consecrated - to anoint or set apart his son 
to be a priest was an act of awful pre- 
sumption, as indeed all his proceedings 
were. Could the sudden destruction of 
Koran and his company for their assump- 
tion of the priestly office have been unknown 
to him? Lesson 2(5. 

king- God, their captain, judge, and king 
was forsaken, and every one followed the 
bent of his own corrupt imagination. 

LeviU — this man was the son of Gershom, 
and the grandson of Moses. 

inheritance— their lot was in the north- 
western corner of the tribe of Judah , and 
being found insufficient, five men were sent 
forth to look out for a suitable place where 
they could draft off a certain portion of the 
tribe. 

asked — consulted him as a priest of the 
Most High, thus shewing their own lament- 
able ignorance. 

go in peace— signifying that their project 
was approved, and that they should be 
successful. This answer corresponded with 
the event, and seemed to sanction the 
Idolatry. 

Hved carelessly— \n an indolent and 
thoughtless round of pleasures. 

shame— they were quite destitute of every 
feeling of decency and propriety ; their 
wickedness was great, every man might be 
as bad as he would, for there whs no law. 
nor magistrate to restrain or punish them. 

m# iromi— the fertility of the p'ace wa> 



made to contribute to their sensual excesses, 

and at the same time strengthened their 
idolatrous ideas of the all-producing powers 
of the sun and moon — their chief deities. 

took away - they not only stole Micah'a 
idols, but they prevailed on his priest to 
accompany them, so that their idolatry 
commenced with theft, and the hireling 
Levite accompanied them " because he was 
a hireling." 

Micah followed— they frightened Micah 
from attempting to rescue his idols, and aa 
he had no faith in their power to protect 
him he gave them up. 

edge of the sword— slew them ; because of 
the impure idolatry of the Canaan ites 
generally— these as well as others— God 
commanded that they should be slain. 

no one to assist —they were emigrants from 
Phoenicia, far from Sidon, and could not 
suddenly obtain help. 

(hey lived, SfC— being far removed from 
other tribes, in a fertile and beautiful local- 
ity they took no trouble to prepare for 
danger, not apprehending it 

set it up —this was ever a snare and re- 
proach to the Israelites. This Danite 
colony thought probably that as Shiloh was 
far distant, and the trouble of going thither 
three times a year was great, it was better 
to establish a representation of the taber- 
nacle among themselves; but this they 
ought to have known was forbidden. 

concubine— an inferior wife. In the east, 
a man may have several wives, but the first 
is the chief, the rest are all subordinates. 

abused her— this great sin is considered as 
the beginning of the corruption of Israel 
that followed, and is thus spoken of by the 
prophet Hosea, " Thou hast sinned from 
the days of Gibeah." Hosea ix. 9 ; x. 9. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Mount Ephraim— a hilly part of the 
territory allotted to the tribe of Ephraim. 

Bkthlkhem-judah— the same place ae 
Bethlehem, it is also called Bethlehem- 
Kphrath; it was always a small town, hut 
celebrated by events in the histories of Ruth 
nnd David. It was al*o the birth-place sf 
our Saviour. 
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Laisb or Dan— was a city and small 
territory in the northern extremity of 
Canaan; it was near the foot of Lebanon, 
and near the springs of the river Jordan. 
To this city Abraham pursued the kings 
when he rescued Lot from their hands ; it 
was then called Laish ; when the Danites 
took it they called it Dan, after the name of 
their father. When it came into the 



of Benjamin, whence it was often called 
Gibeah of Benjamin ; it was a few mil* 
north of Jerusalem, and it was the birth- 
place of Saul. 

Mizpah— * high place; a town of Ben- 
jamin, near Jerusalem, at which th« 
Israelites often held their national assem- 
blies. At this place Saul was anointed king. 
Rimmon — there is a conical chalky hill 



possession of the Danites, it changed its 1 nnd village which still bear this name in 
character, for instead of the inhabitants tbe vicinity of the ancient site of Gibeah. 
having, « no business with any man/ it be- ; jABKSH . olLISAI> _ a city in e^t^ Mana8 _ 
came in their hands, a city of commercial ^ ftt ^ f(K)t of m of the mountftin8 of 
importance. Gilead. It is mentioned several times in 

Gibkah — ' hill ;' a town in the territory I the history of Sauk 

' THE FATE OF THE WICKED. 

« IN THOSE DAYS . .EVERY MAN DID THAT WHICH WAS RIGHT IN HIS OWN EYES." 

The fate of the wicked a season may spare him 

He may put forth his boughs like the green spreading bay ; 

But the anger of God, like the lightning, shall sear him, 
And his bloom, like the smoke-wreath, be scattered away. 

He may dig a deep pit as a snare for his brother, 
He may spread a dark net for the feet of his friend ; 

But the trap he has laid for the fall of another 
Shall prove but the cause of his own in the end. 

He joy'd not in blessing — and blessings flee past him 
To the dwellings of those whose destruction he scheme'd; 

His pride was in cursing — and curses shall blast him 
Rebounding in wrath from the heaven he blaspheme'd. 

For the vengeance of God, in its fierce indignation, 
Shall blow him away like the chaff on the wind ; 

And his name may be sought in the next generation — 
But a branch of his stem shall not linger behind. 

W. Knox. 



35. SERVITUDES AND DELIVERANCES OF ISRAEL. 
Judges iii.-v. 

The children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebusites ; and 
they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their 
daughters to their sons, and -served their gods. And the 
children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and format 
the Lord their God and served Baalim. Then the -anger of 
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THE ISRAELITES ARE OPPRESSED. [1451-1096 B.C. 

the Lord was -kindled against them, and he caused them to be 
oppressed for eight years by Chusan-rishathaim, the king of 
Mesopotamia ; but when the Israelites cried unto God, he 
raised up Othniel to deliver them. Othniel was the first 
•judge of Israel. 

For forty years the Israelites served God, but for twenty-two 
years after, they again did evil, and God allowed Eglon, the 
king of Moab, to oppress them eighteen years ; after that, he 
raised up -Ehud to deliver them. Ehud slew Eglon, at Gilgal, 
and the Israelites slew 10,000 Moabites at the Fords of Jordan^ 
near Moab. The Philistines afterwards were permitted to 
•oppress Israel. But God raised up -Shamgar, a husbandman, 
who slew six-hundred Philistines with an ox-goad, and thus 
delivered them. 

God then permitted • Jabin, king of Canaan, who reigned in 
Hazor, to oppress the Israelites forty years. They cried unto 
the Lord, and he raised up -Deborah, a -prophetess, and -Barak, 
a valiant man of Naphtali, to deliver them. Barak pursued 
the host of Sisera, Jabin's captain, and destroyed them. 
Sisera fled to -the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber, the Kenite. 
Jael gave him -milk to drink, and he lay down to sleep in her 
tent. While he slept, she took a -nail of the tent, and a 
hammer, and smote the nail into his temples, and he died. 
Thus Israel was delivered from their fourth servitude, and 
Deborah and Barak sang a song of praise to God for the deliver- 
ance of Israel ; in this song, they recited the deeds of those who 
had helped -valiantly, the -manner of Sisera s death, and the 
supposed impatience of the mother of Sisera for her son's return 
loaded with spoil. They concluded their song thus, " So let 
all -thine enemies perish, O Lord : but let them that love him 
be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might." And the 
land had rest forty years. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

took fkar dau. — this was strictly forbidden was stupid, immodest, degrading and cruel 

while the worship of God was pure and 
elevating. Moses foretold this awful defec- 
tion. Lesson 29 ; compare also, 4 Baal and 
Ashtaroth,' Lesson 33; and 'no want,' 
Lesson 34. 



by the law of Moses. One who was married 
to an idolater was sure to be alienated from 
the service of Jehovah ; their children too 
would grow up irreverent and unholy. 
ttmd their godt-ihe service of idols 
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Baalim — the plural of Baal, including the 
several deities worshipped under this name. 
Lesson 33, 'Baal.' 

anger— God. was displeased with them, as 
he was with their forefathers, when they 
worshipped the golden calf. Lesson 23. 

kindled— &s a fire to consume them. 
Lesson 24, 4 fire,' Lesson 26, 4 Korab.' 
raised up — stirred up ; by infusing intohim 
a spirit of resistance and bravery, and a 
feeling of dependence and trust in God. 

Judge— from this time till the appointment 
of Saul, as king, the Israelites were governed 
by a succession of men called judges, who 
were raised up in times of danger. 

Ehud — he was sent by the Israelites with 
a tax or tribute to Eglon ; on announcing 
that he had a confidential message to him, 
Eglon's servants were commanded to with- 
draw ; Ehud then slew Eglon and fled. As 
soon as the Israelites heard of it. they rose 
up and slaughtered the Moabites, after 
which Ehud became their judge. 

oppress — to rule over with severity; to 
exact tribute and service by force. 

Shamgar—he was doubtless aided by his 
neighbours, himself acting as leader ; by 
God's help he discomfited the enemies of 
Israel. 

ox-goad — an instrument used for spurring 
on oxen when drawing the plough ; it was 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

immediate refreshment induced him to 
venture into a woman's tent uninvited; 
perhaps he imagined he should -be less likely 
to be discovered by his pursuers in a wo- 
man's tent. In entering it, however, he 
acted contrary to present & former customs. 

milk— he asked for^water, and she gave 
him milk — shewing him all the hospitality 
her tent afforded. 

nail— a. tent-pin with which the cords of 
the tent are fastened to the ground. 

smote, Sfc— this was a horrid and cruel 
act for a woman to perform ; she probably 
intended kindness to him at first, but after- 
wards was led to consider him as the deter- 
mined enemy of God and Israel, and under 
this sudden impulse of abhorrence deter- 
mined on his death. 
valiantly— bravely ; nobly. 
manner — by Jael's instrumentality ; show- 
ing that it was in accordance with God's 
retributive will. 

thine enemies— not only were they the 
enemies of Israel, but they hated God. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Fords of Jordan — shallow passages 
across the river which could be waded 
through at certain seasons, both by men & 
cattle. The Jordan, between Lake Tiberias 
and the Dead Sea is sixty miles in length ; 
but the level of the Dead Sea is nearly 



from seven to eight feet long, and armed < lft00 feet lower than that of La ke Tiberias, 
with a pointed spear at one end, and a plate Lesson 30, * Jordan.* 

of iron at the other. | Philistines^ — they occupied the west and 

discerner; king of Hazor; a former south . west CWBt of Canaan , it is believed 
by some that they had their origin from the 



city of this name was destroyed by Joshua, 
and its king also called Jabin, put to death. 
The city, it appears, was rebuilt, and re- 
gained its former importance. 

Deborah— •* a bee ;* she was eminent for 
piety and zeal; her judgment-seat was 
under a palm-tree in MountEphraim.be- 
tween Ramah and Bethel. Lesson 69, 4 tree.' 

prophetess— female prophets were not 
common among the worshippers of the true 
God ; among the heathens they and priest- 
esses were numerous. 

Barak— the city of Hazor was near the 
border of the tribe to which Barak belonged. 
Lesson 32, 4 NaphtalL' 

th* tent (/—it is probable that the men near the Amalekites. Jetliro, who * 
were absent, and that the necessity of Kenite, is expressly called a MidianHsv 



shepherd- tyrants who overran Egypt before 
the time of Moses. Lesson 17. Their 
kingdom was divided into five principalities, 
each of which had its own prince, all being 
united under one sovereign head. 

Hazor— a city in the north of Canaan, 
near the waters of Merom, of which Jabin 
was the powerful king ; he was conquered 
by Joshua; hut in the time of Deborah and 
Barak, another king Jabin, of Hazor, 
oppressed the Israelites. 

Kknitek — this people, it is supposed, 
were Midianitcs, and had their 
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THE MIDIANITES OPPRESS ISRAEL. [1451-1096 B.C. 



SISERA. 

"WHY TARRY THE WHIRLS OF HIS CHaRIOT ?•• 

Forth looked tfie mother from her lattice high, 
To Judah's valleys lurned her proud dark eye; — 
*' Why do his chariot wheels delay so long ? 
Why tarries thus the valiant and the strong ? 
Have they not sped? have they not won the day? 
To every man hath heen a glorious prey ; 
The gorgeous work by Syrian maidens plann'd, 
And fair young slaves, the brightest in the land. 

Sure he will deck his lov'd ones with the spoil." 
In vain she looketh toward that favour'd soil; 
With shout and song, in peace returning home, 
He cometh not; nor e'er again shall come. 
Far, far away, within the Kenites' tent; 
His brow is pierced, his stately head is bent; 
Where Kishon's ancient waters hurry by, 
On Taanach's plains his trampled warriors lie. 
For Israel's God hath led the glorious fight, 
Abinoam's son has conquered in His might, 
And she who sat by Bethel's judgment tree 
Has risen to chant the song of victory. 

Verses for Holy Seasons. 



36. THE MIDIANITES' OPPRESSION. RUTH. 
Judges vi. 1-7. Ruth. 

The children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
he delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. So 
severe was the oppression of the Midianites that the people 
of Israel were driven to take refuge in the dens of the 
mountains, and in the caves, and -strong holds. And the 
Midianites and Amalekites came and destroyed the increase of 
the earth, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor 
ox, nor ass. For they came up with their cattle, and their tents, 
and they came as grasshoppers for multitude, and they entered 
into the land to destroy it, and the Israelites were greatly 
impoverished. They cried unto the Lord for deliverance, and 
he sent a prophet to reprove them, and to show all the good 
that he had done for Israel, but that they had not obeyed his 
voice. 
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period iv.J 



HISTORY OF RUTH. 



•Elimelech and his wife 'Naomi were Israelites, who were 
driven from Canaan by the famine, and they went to reside in 
Moab. They had two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. Their sons, 
married wives of the Moabites, and died. Elimelech also died. 
Some time after, Naomi and her two daughters-in-law, Orpah 
and -Ruth, departed into Judah. Naomi wished her daughters- 
in-law to return to Moab. Orpah returned, but Ruth would 
not leave her mother-in-law ; she said, " Intreat me not to 
leave thee or to return from following after thee, for - whither 
thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge ; -thy 
people shall be my people, and -thy God my God ; where thou 
diest I will die, and there will I be -buried ; the Lord do so to 
me, and more also, if aught but death part thee and me." 
They both came to Bethlehem, in the beginning of 'barley 
harvest, and they -gleaned in the -fields of Boaz, a rich man, 
and a relative of the family. He afterwards -married Ruth, 
and she became the mother of -Obed, who was the father of 
Jesse, and the grandfather of David, from whom Christ 
descended. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



delivered — no nation has a right to 
assail nnd subdue another people ; yet 
God permits it as a punishment for sin. 
Lesson 51 , ' guiltless.' 

dens — clefts, chasms in mountains. 

caves — underground places of shelter 
nnd concealment. Les. 9, 'cave ;' 12, 
* tent-s •» and 49, ' in the cave.' 

strong holds — natural clefts in the 
rocks almost inaccessible. 

Elimelech— .« my God ;' he was of the 
tribe of Judah, a native of Bethlehem. 

Naomi—' beautiful on her return 
home, after Ihe death of her husband 
and sons, she wished to be called 
Marnh, which means * bitter,' (Les. 21) 
rather than her proper name. 

Ruth—' beauty ;' while she lived with 
her mother-in-law in Moab she became 
a convert to the worship of Jehovab ; 
and from the affection and attachment 
displayed by Ruth towards her, it is 
evident that Naomi was her instructress. 
In their widowhood one spoke of God, 
and the other learned to adore him. 

m 



whither thou,$c. — such ardent, grateful 
affection was honourable to Ruth, and 
it brought its own reward. 

thy people — she had resolved on be- 
coming one with the people of Israel; 
probably her deceased husband was 
remembered by her with reverence. 

thy God — she thoroughly renounced 
the idolatry of her own people and thus 
professed herself a worshipper of the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, ana Jacob. 

buried — the desire of being buried 
with one's kindred is so strong in east- 
ern countries that no higher proof could 
Ruth give of her sincerity; in renoun- 
cing her idolatrous nation and kindred. 

barley-harvest — commenced in March 
and closed in April. 

gleaned — gathered up the ears that 
fell from the binders, or that were left 
standing by the reapers. The Lord 
commanded that in the time of harvest 
— 1hat season of joyfulness to tbe 
husbandmen— the poof & the strangers 
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" INTREAT ME NOT TO LEAVE THEE." [1451-1096 B.C. 



should not be forgotten. Lev. ziz. 9.10, 
Dent. xxiv. 19-22. 

fields — patches of cultivated land, not 
enclosed as fields are in this country. 

Boaz — 'strength;' he was not only 
rich, but he was also a man of upright 
and conscientious principles, who would 
not try to evade obedience to the laws 
of God, from any inconvenience likely 
to attach to such obedience. 

married — marriages at this period, 
and for some time after were usually 
performed in the open air; the bride- 
groom surrounded by his companions 
and friends, havinjr arrived, was con- 
ducted under a canopy or bower, into 
which the bride was led closely veiled. 
The contract was then read to which 
both parties assented, and then the 



blessing was pronounced ; the blessing 
in Ruth's case, was spoken by the elders 
and nil the people assembled — it ran 
thus, " The Lord make the woman that 
is come into thine house like Rachel 
and like Leah, which two did build the 
house of Israel." Feasting and mirth 
succeeded the ceremony, and if the 
bridegroom was wealthy continued 
some days. 

Obed—t raising beautifully indi- 
cative of the elevation to which their 
family should yet attain. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Midianiies — these wandering war- 
rior herdsmen moved from place to 
lace impoverishing and crushing the 
sraelites whom God left helpless in 
their power. Les. 28, * all.' 



RUTH TO HER MOTHER. 

44 INTREAT ME NOT TO LEAVE THEE, NOR TO RETURN FROM FOLLOWING THEE," &«. 

I will not , cannot leave thee, every hope to me is dead, 

But the hope to smooth the pillow for an aged parent's head; 

Oh! bid me not depart from thee; — to wander by thy side 

1 8 now my only joy and wish, — my pleasure and my pride. 

Bid me not seek another lord, another land, or home ; 

I am the staff unto thy feet, wherever they may roam ; 

The scanty meal, the houseless head, no terrors have for me ; 

So I may watch and hunger, my mother dear, by thee. 

I would not leave thee for the wealth of fortune's richest smile ; 

Such lot were pain and grief to me, if thou wert poor the while; 

I would not leave thee, tho' the cloud that broods upon thy brow 

Were of a deeper, deadlier gloom than I behold it now. 

Thou say'st that thou art childless now, — thou hast no other son 

To be a link of love to us, to bind our souls in one! 

Oh ! who would smile with Chilion's smile, or speak with Chilion's tone, 

But her whose grief for Chilion was as bitter as thine own ? 

By the joy we both remember, by the loss we both lament, 

Bid me not serve my people's gods, nor seek my father's tent, 

1 am an alien at their hearth, a stranger at their shrine ; 

I have no kindred now but thee, I know no God but thine I 

And He will still be with us, in our smiles and in our tears ; 

In the weakness of my youth, and in the sadness of thy years; 

'J o cheer the darkness of our doom, how dark soe'er it be, 

And bless the grateful love with which my spirit clings to thee ! 

Poetical Star. 
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37. GIDEON DELIVERS ISRAEL; 

Judges vi. 7-viii. 28. 
At this time, when the Israelites were mourning for their 
sins against 4 God, an angel appeared unto 'Gideon, at OpArah, 
as he -threshed wheat by the -winepress, to -hide it from the 
Midianites. Gideon was the son of Joash, a descendant of 
•Abiezer, of the tribe of Manasseh. The angel said to Gideon, 
" The Lord is with thee thou -mighty man of valour ; go, and 
thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites." And 
Gideon said unto him, " Oh my Lord, -wherewith shall I save 
Israel ? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the 
least in my father's house/' And the Lord said unto him, 
" Surely -I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the 
Midianites as one man." Gideon was commanded to -throw 
down an altar which -his father had dedicated to Baal, and -to 
build an altar to the Lord. The Lord gave him -signs to 
shew that he would save Israel by his hand. Thirty-two- 
thousand men -joined Gideon beside the Well of Harod. When 
those who were -fearful had returned home there were 10,000 
left. Of the 10,000, only -three-hundred were chosen to 
deliver Israel. Every man had a trumpet, and also a -pitcher 
with a -lamp in it. The camp of the Midianites was -attacked 
by night, when every man of the three hundred shouted, " The 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon," and brake his pitcher, to 
shew his lamp. The Midianites were terrified and confused, 
60 they set every man's sword -against his fellow; and then 
fled. And the men of Naphtali, Asher, Manasseh, and 
Ephraim gathered themselves together, and pursued the 
Midianites. The Ephraimites took two princes of Midian, 
•Oreb and Zeeb, and slew them and brought their 'heads to 
Gideon. 

And the *men of Ephraim came to Gideon and said, " Why 
hast thou served us thus, that thou calledst us not, when thou 
wentest to fight with the Midianites?" and they did chide 
with him sharply. And he said unto them, " What have I 
done now in comparison of you ? -Is not the -gleaning of the 
grapes of Ephraim better than the -vintage of Abiezer ? God 
hath delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb 
and Zeeb : and what was I able to do in comparison of you ?" 
Then their anger was abated toward him, when he had said 
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GIDEON SLAYS ZEBA AND ZALMUNNAH [1451-1096 B.C. 

that. Gideon and his men then pursued the kings of Midian. 
The people of Succoth refused him and his men bread. The 
people of Penuel also refused him refreshment. He threatened 
to punish them, and fulfilled his threat on his return, when ho 
had taken Zebah and Zalmunna. He slew these two kings 
because they had slain his brethren. The people of Israel 
wished Gideon to be their ruler, but he refused, saying, " The 
Lord shall rule over you." He afterwards made an -ephod of 
the golden -earrings that had been taken with the spoil, and 
thus -unwittingly caused idolatry. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

Gideon — ' breaker.' 

threshed — beat out of the straw. 
Gideon used the flail, which shows that 
the quantity whs small ; the usual mode 
of threshing was by means of rollers set 
in a sledge, and drawn over it by oxen, 
or simply by the driving of oxen over it, 
to tread out the grain. 

vine-press — a place the least likely to 
excite the suspicion of the rapacious 
Midianites. Wine-presses were cavities 
in the ground lined with masonry. 
Lesson 50, 4 wine.' 

hide it — threshing-floors were gener- 
ally on eminences, and thus exposed to 
public view; had Gideon threshed his 
wheat on one of them the oppressors 
would have soon discovered it, and 
plundered him of the fruits of his toil. 
Had he employed oxen to tread it out, 
their lowing would doubtless have led 
to the discovery of that he wished to 
hide. 

Abiezer — * father of help.' 

mighty man. $c. — a man of physical 
vigour, and of a daring spirit. The 
language of the angel showed what he 
might become rather than what he 
actually was. 

wherewith — by what means ? 

/ will be with thee — if fhe Lord be 
with us who shall be against us ? 

throw down — we must clear our hands 
of all participation in sin, before we can 
expect God to bless our undertakings. 
P«. xx vi. 6 ; lxvi. 18. When Gideon's 
fellow- citizens heard of the indignity 
done to Baal they demanded that he 



should be slain; but his father said of 
Baal, " If he be god, let him plead for 
himself." Wherefore they called 
Gideon Jerubbaal, Met Baal plead.' 

his father — here we have the source 
of Israel's troubles— they built altars 
unto Baal and worshipped him. 

to build— it would appear that Gideon 
was in heart a worshipper of God. 

signs — Gideon was at first afraid to 
go according to the Lord's command, 
but the Lord granted him thr**** si-rns, 
at his own request, to satisfy him that 
he was the chosen instrument of salva- 
tion to Israel. First, the angel touched 
with his rod a repast which Gideon bad 
provided, and immediately fire issued 
from the rock and consumed it ; second, 
God caused the dew at night to fall 
only on a fleece of wool which Gideon 
spread, and not on the earth around it ; 
third, God caused the dew the next 
night to water the earth around the 
fleece, while the fleece itself remained 
dry. 

joined — came to him on hearing the 
call to action, which his messengers 
proclaimed at the sound of the trum- 
pet, throughout the tribes of Manas- 
seh, Asher, Zebulon, and Nnphtali. 

fearful — this was according to God's 
command. Deuteronomy xx. 8. 

three-hundred — the 10,000 were led to 
the water to drink, when those only 
were chosen who lapped as a dog. 

pitcher — an earthen vessel for holding 
water. 
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PERIOD IV.] 

lamp — the country abounded with 
olives, so that the quantity of oil for 
all these lamps was easily obtained. 
Le.«son 4, < olive.' 

attacked — they simply appeared round 
the enemy's camp. 

every man — the sound in er of so many 
trumpets would lead the Midianites to 
imagine that they had an immense 
number of assailants. 

against his fellow — this was the work 
of God; he caused the wildness of 
terror, and the madness of rage to seize 
upon them. Les. 45, * salvation.' 

Oreb and Zeeb — Oreb, * crow ;' Zeeb, 
* wolf.' 

heads — this practice was common in 
the East; the neads were considered as 
trophies of war. We read that in some 
cases the skulls of distinguished enemies 
slain in war were made into drinking 
vessels for the special use of the victors 

men of Ephratm — hearing of the dis- 
comfiture of the Midianites, they rose 
up to the pursuit ; but they felt angry 
that they had not been called at the 
first. Gideon's soft answer turned away 
their wrath. 

Is not, ifc. — this beautiful metaphor 
implied that their services at the end 



"CONFIDENCE IN GOD." 

had been greater than his at the begin- 
ning. 

gleaning — the remnants gathered by 
the poor after the harvest 
vintage — the harvest of the vineyard. 
ephod — God instructed him to build 
an altar, therefore that was not a sin ; 
but God did not instruct him to make a 
priestly ephod, and his doing so 

K roved that he judged incorrectly when 
e supposed the command to do one 
thing authorized him to do another. 

earrings — an ornament much used in 
eastern countries. The calf made by 
Aaron was partly composed of golden 
earrings which the women had con- 
tributed. Lesson 23. 
unwittingly — unintentionally ; not with 
the design of establishing idolatry, 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Ophrah — a town in eastern Man- 
asseh, also called Ephrah, chiefly men- 
tioned in the history of Gideon. 

Well op Harod— situated at the 
foot of Mount Gilboa. 

Sctccoth — a place in Gilead, and in 
the territory of Gad. Lesson 13. 

Pemel or Penuel — ' the face of 
God.' Lesson 13. 
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CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 

- SURELY I WILL BE WITH THEE." 

God is my strong salvation; 

What foe have I to fear ? 
In darkness and temptation, 

My light, my help is near. 

Though hosts encamp around me, 

Firm to the fight 1 stand: 
What terror can confound me, 

With God at my right hand? 

Place on the Lord reliance, 

My soul with courage wait; 
His truth he thy affiance, 

When faint and desolate : 

His might thine heart shall strengthen, 

His love thy joy increase, 
Mercy thy days shall lengthen; 

The Lord will give thee peace. 

J. MoNTGOMERT- 
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38. ABIMELECH MADE KING. OF JEPHTHAH. 
Judges viii. 29-xii. 8. 

Gideon left many sons. Abimelech was a son of Gideon, 
but not a lawful son. He -slew -all Gideon's lawful sons 
except one. -Jotham only escaped. After a time the men of 
Shecbem gathered themselves together, and made Abimelech 
their king ; Jotham came to Mount Gerizim, and by the 
following parable ridiculed the choice of the men of Shechem, 
and the pretensions of Abimelech ; " The trees went forth on 
a time to 'anoint a king over them ; and they said unto the 
olive tree, reign thou over us. But -the olive tree said unto 
them, should I leave my -fatness, wherewith by me they -honour 
God and man, and go to be -promoted over the trees ? And 
the trees said to the -fig tree, come thou, and reign over us. 
But the fig tree said unto them should I forsake my sweetness, 
and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees ? 
Then said the trees unto the -vine, come thou, and reign over 
us. And the vine said unto them, should I leave my wine, 
which -cheereth God and man, and go to be promoted over 
the trees ? Then said all the trees unto the -bramble, come 
thou, and reign over us. And the bramble said unto the trees, 
if in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and 
put your trust in -my shadow ; and if not, let -fire come out of 
the bramble, and -devour the cedars of Lebanon." He then 
told the men of Shechem of all that his father had done for 
them, and of their -ingratitude, and fled to Beer. Soon 
afterwards -Gaal conspired against Abimelech. The Shechem- 
ites were also dissatisfied with him. He was slain by a stone 
from a -fortress, which a woman cast upon his head. 

Tola was of the tribe of Issachar, and he dwelt in Mount 
Ephraim. He judged Israel twenty-three years. Jair was 
judge over Israel after Tola. He was a Gileadite, of the tribe 
of Manasseh ; he owned thirty villages. During most of his 
rei^n the Israelites were oppressed by the Ammonites. 

The Israelites began to serve the gods of Sulon, Syria, and 
Moab, and God suffered the Ammonites and Philistines to 
prevail against them. They cried unto the Lord, and he 
reminded them of their many deliverances, but that they still 
forsook him. While they were confessing their sins the 
Ammonites came against them. God then raised up Jephthah 
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PERIOD IV.] JEPHTHAH'S RASH VOW. 

to deliver them. Jephthah made a rash -vow to God before 
he went to battle ; to lulfil which he had to -sacrifice his 
daughter, after he had conquered the Ammonites. The 
Ephraimites quarrelled v ith Jephthah because he had gone 
against the Ammonites without them. They said also, " Ye 
Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim." The Gileadites then 
took the passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites, and 
when the Ephraimites said, " Let me go over," the men of 
Gilead said unto him, " Art thou an Ephraimite P" If he 
said, " Nay," then said they unto him, " Say now Shibboleth," 
and he said, " Sibboleth ;" for he could not frame to pronounce 
it right. Then they took him and slew him at the passages 
of Jordan ; and there fell at that time of the Ephraimites 
forty-and-two-thousand. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



slew — transactions of this kind have 
long been common in eastern courts; 
this is the first we read of. It after- 
wards became a practice for a newkiug 
to put his brothers to death lest their 
ambition should render his position as 
sovereign insecure. In Persia, banish- 
ment and loss of sight were till re- 
cently substituted for death. Lessons 41, 
•put out. <fec.' 96, * destroyed.' 

all — Gideon had seventy sons. 

Jotharn—' perfection of Jehovah.' 

king — this first attempt to establish 
kingly authority in Israel proved un- 
successful ; it had not the divine 
approval, as in the case of Saul. Lessons 
43 and 44. 

parable — a simple narration in which 
instruction is conveyed on one thing by 
speaking of other things; in this case 
the men of Shechem were spoken of as 
' trees choosing a king.' The natives 
of the East are very fond of stories, and 
are accustomed to the easy process of 
reasoning by analogy. 

ridiculed — mnde the subject of con- 
temptuous laughter. 

pretensions — conceited notions; as- 
sumption of gTeatness & power. Those 
who aspire to authority or knowledge 
without possessing any claim to them 
an pretenders. 

10* 



anoint — the ceremony by which kings 
and priests were set apart for their 
respective offices. 

the olive — the selection of the olive 
was not for its size, but for its invalu- 
able properties — its oil being one of the 
chief sources of wealth, comfort and 
luxury to the people of Canaan. Les. 4 t 
* olive,' Lesson 23, * candlestick.' 

fatness — referring to its unctuous fruit, 
and rich luxuriant Ibliage. 

honour God — by its being used in 
sacrifices, and in other services, of the 
tabernacle. 

promoted — raised to greater distinc- 
tion. 

Jig- tree — almost every family in Pal- 
estine cultivated the fig-tree; its leaves 
are large, affording a pleasant shade in 
summer; Less. 71, 4 under;' its fruit is 
soft, sweet, <fe nutritious. Les. 50, ' figs.' 

vine — one of the largest of the climb- 
ing plants; vines were common in Ca- 
naan, and were esteemed for their fruits 
which were eaten both fresh aud dried, 
& also made into wine. Les. 50, * wine.' 

cheereth God — speaking after the 
manner of men, God is here represented 
as being gratified with the drink-offer- 
ings of wine presented by sincere 
worshippers. 
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f S0N3 OF JEPHTHAH'S DAUGHTER." [1451-1096 B.C. 



bramble — the meanest of nil the trees, 
ept'y resembling Abimelech; by some 
Authorities it is supposed a species of 
bnrk-thorn is intended by the bramble. 

my shadow — a boast — Ihe bramble 
being both small and mean. 

fire — referring to its combustible 
nature. In this country the common 
whin, even in its sWe of greenness, full j 
of sap, and blossom, is one of the most 
combustible of substances. 

devour — swallow up by consuming. 
ingratitude — in assisting Abimeler-h 
to slay Gideon's sons; thev were, how- 
ever, severely punished, for the wicked 
Abmelech was made the instrument of 
slaying thousands of them when they 
revolted against him. 

Goal — t>>N man arted from selfish 
ambition not from anv patriotic desire 
to rid the country of Abimelech. 

fortress- — a strong tower in the city 
Thebez to which all the people fled when 
Abimelech besieged the place. 

Jephthah — * he will open ;' like Abim- 
elech he was not a lawful son ; his bre- i 
thron banished him; but in this time of 
danger they sent for him, and he became 
a captain, a deliverer, and ajudge. 
rash — hasty; ill-consider d. 
row — a religious promise. Vows 
were common in early times ; they were 
voluntary. Promises are not vows. Les. 
3*>, 'vowed.' 

* tcri/ice — <ome suppose that her 
aacrifice consisted in perlect seclusion 
from the world, and from the a;! vantages 



of married life; others believe that 
Jephthah really offered his daughter on 
an altar at Ophrah, lor it is well known 
that such a sacrifice would not be per- 
mitted on the Lord's altar at Shiloh. 

quarrelled — the Ephraimifes were a 
haughty tribe, they had quarrelled with 
Gideon'and now with Jephthah. They 
crossed the Jordan, and came into 
Gilead with the intention of wreaking 
their vengeance on Jephthah and his 
friends. 

shibboleth — * water-brooks this test 
is curious as shewing th«t differences 
in speech had arisen, by which particu- 
lar tribes could be di*tinguishea. 

passages — fordnble places. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Beer — * a weil Ihe place to whic 
Jotham fled is supposed to be Beerofh, 
an ancienl city of the Giheonites, in the 
tribe of Benjamin, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem. 

Sidon — the most ancient city of 
Phoenicia, much older than Tyre ; said 
to have been founded by Sidon, a grand- 
son of Ham ; it was in the tribe of Asb- 
er, but it was never subdued by the Is- 
raelites. 

Syria — a large country of Asia, be- 
tween the Euphrates and Arabia on the 
east, and south, with Mount Taurus on 
the north, and the Mediterranean Sea, 
and Canaan on the west. Damascus 
and Hamalh weie its principal cities. 
The ruins of Baalbec and Tadmor are 
still to be seen in its wilderness. 



SONG OF JEPHTHAH'S DAUGHTER. 

"AND JEPHTHAH VOWED A VOW UNTO THE LORD," Bit. 

Since our Country, our God— Oh my sire ! 
Demand that thy daughter expire; 
Since thy triumph was bought by thy vow — 
Strike the bosom that's bare'd for thee now ! 

And the voice of my mourning is o'er, 
And the mountains behold nie no more ; 
If the hand that I love lay me low, 
There cannot be pain in the blow 1 
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PERIOD IV.] COMING OF SAMSON. HANNAH'S PRAYER. 



And of this, oh my father! be sure — 
That the blood of thy child is as pure 
As the blessing I beg ere it flow, 
And the last thought that soothes me below. 

Though the virgins of Salem lament, 
Be the judge and the hero unbent! 
I have won the great battle for thee, 
And my father and country are free ! 

When this blood of thy giving hath gush'd, 
When the voice that thou lovest is hush'd, 
Let my memory slill be thy pride, 
And forget not I smile'd as I died! 



39. OF SAMSON, ELI, AND SAMUEL. 
Judges xii. 8-xiii. 25 & 1 Sam. i-iii. 
After the death of Jephthah, Ibzan judged Israel. He was 
succeeded by Elon, after whom Abdon was judge. Ibzan, 
Elah, and Abdon governed Israel twenty-five years. The 
Israelites again forsook God and he delivered them into the 
hands of the Philistines who oppressed them for the space of 
forty years. 

•The coming of Samson was made known to his mother, 
before it took place. She was the wife of Manoah, of the 
tribe of Dan. An angel told her that her son should begin 
to deliver Israel from the Philistines and that he must never 
be shaven, but brought up a -Nazarite from his birth. Manoah 
and his wife promised to obey the -injunctions of the angel, 
and in -due time Samson was born. 

When -Eli was 'judge and priest of Israel, a woman named 
•Hannah, one of the two wives of -Elkanah, prayed for a son. 
Elkanah comforted Hannah, saying " Why weepest thou ? and 
why eatest thou not ? and why is thy heart grieved ? am not 
I better to thee than ten sons ?" Hannah -vowed, if the Lord 
answered her prayer to -dedicate her son to the Lord all his life. 
As she was praying, Eli watched her ; she spake in her heart, 
only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard ; therefore 
Eli thought she was drunken. He said unto her, " Hovr 
long wilt thou be drunken ? put away thy wine from thee." 



Byron. 
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HANNAH'S PRAYER ANSWERED. [1451-1096 B.C. 

And Hannah answered, " No, my lord, I am a woman of a 
sorrowful spirit ; I have drunken neither wine, nor strong 
drink, but have -poured out my soul before the Lord." Eli 
then said, " -Go in peace ; and the God of Israel grant thee thy 
petition that thou hast asked of him." Then her countenance 
was -no more sad. 

The Lord heard Hannah's prayer, and gave her a son whom 
she called 'Samuel. After the child was weaned, she brought 
him to the house of the Lord in Shiloh. And she said to 
EH, " Oh, my lord, as thy soul liveth, I am the woman that 
stood by thee here praying unto the Lord. For this child 
I prayed, and the Lord hath given me my petition which I 
asked him; therefore also I have -lent him to the Lord — 
as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord." She also 
sung a song of thanksgiving to the Lord, in which she praised 
his power, and wisdom, and goodness. 

Eli had two wicked sons, Hophni and Phinehas. He 
reproved them, but they would not hearken to their father. 
They did -evil, and he did -not restrain them. A prophet came 
to Eli, and spake of the approaching downfall of his house. 
He said that Eli's two sons should die in one day ; — that God 
would raise up a faithful priest in Eli's place ; — and that Eli's 
•seed should come to poverty and dishonour. 

The child Samuel -ministered to the Lord before Eli. The 
Lord called on Samuel as he lay asleep. He thought Eli had 
called him ; but Eli knew the call was from the Lord, and told 
Samuel how to answer. The Lord -revealed to Samuel his 
judgment on Eli's house, which Samuel made known to Eli 
the next morning. 

All Israel knew that Samuel was appointed to be a -prophet 
of the Lord. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



the coming — his birth ; and that his 
life would be devoted to 1 he deliverance 
of bis people from the Philistine yoke. 

Samson — 'sun;' as long as he con- 
tinued a Nazarite his physical strength 
was prodigious; the mental powers of 
Samson were not of a high order, nor 
were bis moral perceptions correct. He 



was a man of strong passions, of patrio- 
tism, and of devotion. 

Nazarite — ' one devoted ;' ' one separ- 
ated' — as for some especial purpose. 
The Nazarite's vow included abstinence 
from wine, and all intoxicating liquors; 
he was to avoid everything polluted ; he 
was not to enter a house where a dead 
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body lay, nor to suffer the hair of his 
head 10* he shaven off. The Nazarif es 1 
vow might be tnken by men or women ; 
it generally lasted eight days, but in 
tome instances during life. 

injunctions — instructions ; commands. 

due — proper ; full ; complete. 
Eti — * exalted ;' he was descended from 
Ithnmar, the fourth son of Aaron ; he 
was a pood man, but deficient in pnter- 
nal discipline, which led to the ruin of 
his two sons, and his own unhappy end 

jvdge and priest — this union of distinct 
offices was admissible under the Mosaic 
dispensation ; for the nation was 
governed by unchangeable laws directly 
communicated by God, who ulso made 
known bis will in answer to devout en- 
quiries throueh the high priest. In all 
other countries the laws are based on 
the Will of the Sovereign, or the will of 
a governing body, or according to the 
will of the people at large ; they are 
consequently imperfect, and sometimes 
unjust, which is not the case with the 
laws of God. 

Hannah — { graciousness ;' though 
more beloved than Peninnah, the other 
wife of Elkannb, she was not so highly 
favoured with children. Lesson 13, 
* Rachel,' 1 Leah.' 

Elknnah — « God the jealous ;' aLevite, 
residing at Ramah. Les. 43, 'Raman.' 

vowed — no one was obliged to make a 
vow, but once made there was no excuse 
for its non-performance. But in the 
case of children and women, their vows 
might be forbidden by their fathers or 
husbands, provided they did so as soon 
as they became acquainted with them. 
Numbers xxx. 3-8. 

dedicate — as a Levite, her son would 
have to attend to the temple service ; 
but this vow of Hannah was that his 
service should begin very early in life, 



and that he should be a Nazarite. 

Lesson 38, * Na/arite.' 

poured out — a beautiful emblem of 
prayer — the unreserved outpouring of 
the heart's desires to God. 

Go in peace — an intimation that her 
prayer would be granted. 

no more sad — Hannah believed that 
Eli's words amounted to an assurance 
that her prayer would be heard ; and 
she recognized the will of God in the 
blessing of Eli. 

Samuel — ' asked of God ;' or s heard of 
God ;' at the time of his birth Israel 
was in a state of declension from the 
paths of pure religion ; profanity had 
spread among all classes, not excepting 
the ministers of the Tabernacle. 

lent — the recognition of maternal 
controul over the early training of the 
child is here indicated. God has given 
parent* this right, but they are respon- 
sible for its proper exercise. 

wi7 — they were licentious ; and they 
made use of that influence and authority 
which their office in the tabernacle gave 
them, to act with tyranny and rapacity 
— depriving those who offered Peace- 
offerings of their share of the sacrifices. 

not restrain — he did not keep them in 
check by the strong exercise of paternal 
and priestly authority; he barely re- 
proved them. 

I seed — children ; descendants; this 
! prophecy was f ulfilled in the degradation 

of A biathnr, many years af ter. Les. 66. 
ministered — served ; performed such 

acts as his youth permitted. 

revealed — made known; told him. 

prophet — a guide and judge in nation- 
al matters ; one to whom the will of 
God was made known ; an expounder 
of the laws which concern religions 
worship. 



THE BOY SAMUEL. 

"AND ALL ISRAEL KNEW THAT SAMUEL WAS ESTABLISHED TO BE A PROPHET." 

The child was young; — a tender thing 
About a mother's neck to climr, 
Upon a mother's hearth to hound, 
And scatter joy like sunshine round 
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O blessed child ! O mother blest ! 
What joy and glory on you rest ! 
In sorrow did she ask, and lo! 
God's mercies stream and overflow. 

Already, in the midnight hour, 

The Spirit of Eternal Power, 

From heaven descending, deigns to pour 

On that sweet child its Prophet lore. 

-And soon, on his advancing youth, 
The tribes shall lean in love and truth ; 
Wide, wider shall his fame expand, — 
Judge, prophet, father of the land. 



40. THE ACTS OF SAMSON. 
Judges xiv. xv. 

When Samson grew up, he went to TimnatA, where he 
saw a woman of the Philistines who pleased him. He told 
his father and mother to gel her for him to wife, but his parents 
did not wish it, for they knew not that it was -of the Lord. 
The Philistines at that time had -dominion over Israel. As 
he was going to Timnath, he slew a lion. On his return 
there was a -swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion, and -he 
took some of the honey, and did eat. He afterwards proposed 
a -riddle to the Philistines, at -a feast which he made, saying, 
" If ye find it out and declare it to me within seven days, then 
I will give you thirty -sheets, and thirty changes of garments ; 
but if ye cannot declare it to me, ye shall give me thirty sheets 
and thirty changes of garments/' Then he put forth the 
riddle, " Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong 
came forth sweetness." But they could not declare it. They 
told his wife to -entice her husband to tell her its meaning, 
that she might tell them, and that they might answer Samson. 
She did so, and they answered him on the seventh day, 
" What is sweeter than honey, and what is stronger than a 
hon ?" Then he knew that his wife had revealed it to them. 

The father of Samson's wife gave her to his -companion. 
Samson then -caught three-hundred -foxes, and put -firebrands 
to their tail.-', and let them go into the 'standing corn of the 
Philistines, which was burnt up. The Philistines were angry, 
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PERIOD IV.] SAMSON SLAYS A THOUSAND PHILISTINES, 
and burnt Samson's wife and her father with fire. He after- 
wards smote a great many Philistines, near the rock, Etam, 
The men of Judah were angry with Samson, for the Philistines 
were rulers over them ; they came to the rock Etam to 
bind him, that they might deliver him to the Philistines; and 
they bound him with two new cords, and brought him to Lehi. 
The Philistines shouted against him, and the -spirit of the Lord 
came mightily on him ; the cords became as burnt flax, and 
his hands were loosed ; he found a new jaw-bone of an ass, 
which he took, and slew a thousand men therewith. After this 
slaughter he nearly died of thirst, but God clave the jaw-bone, 
and water came out, which he drank and was refreshed. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



of the Lord — the Lord overruled the 
weak desires of Samson to make him a 
scourge to the Philistines. 

dominion — worship; rule. 

Israel — chiefly over the tribes of 
Judah, Dan, and Simeon. 

Hon — owing to the unsettled condition 
of the country these animals increased ; 
as cultivation extends and population 
iucreases in any country infested with 
beasts of prey, they gradually diminish 
in number till they become extinct. 
Deut, vii. 22 ; Lesson 108, 4 lions.' 

swarm — the lion's carcase was speed- 
ily reduced to a skeleton by beasts and 
birds of piey, nnd in so arid a country it 
soon became dried, so ns to form a 
convenient hive for the bees. Lesson 
63, ' birds.' 

he took — it appears that no one had 
discovered the liou's carcase while 
Samson was at Timnath, which proves 
thnt the country was (hinly inhabited, 
nnd thnt intercourse between towns was 
abridged, owing to tbe oppression and 
cruel domination of the Philistines. 

riddle — propounding riddles was a 
very ancient and common source of 
amusement »tt eastern feasts, indeed tbe 
practice prevails in most countries, but 
in the East more especially. 

a feast — the marriaee feast; he had 
been betrothed, or engaged to marry, at 
his first visit, this second visit was there- 
fore for the purpose of fulfilling his agree- 
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ment or contract; at such times feasts 
were made on a grand and costly scale. 

sheets — more properly shirts. 

changes — suits ; dresses. 

entice — this was very improper on 
their part, but the threat of burning her 
and her father's house, if she did not 
obtain tbe secret and disclose it to them, 

E roved that they were destitute of 
onor, humanity, and justice, and that 
they were men of depraved and wicked 
hearts, and ready for deeds of blood. 

companion — he was the bridegroom's 
man — his assistant at the marriage; his 
confidant ; he had the charge of all 
matters connected with the feast. His 
facilities for becoming personally ac- 
quainted with the bride, were, in the 
case of Samson, shamefully abused, for 
he acted the part of a traitor. 

caught — probably not by himself, 
but with the assistance of many who 
were glad of a stealthy opportunity to 
harass the Philistines. 

foxes — the jackall or wolf- fox is no 
doubt the animal referred to. J nc kails 
abounded in Palestine, and being gre- 
garious in their habits were more 
easily procured than the shy and cun- 
ning fox, which is not gregarious. 

firebrands — composed probably of 
dried brushwood. 

tails— each two had one firebrand 
attached ; this union prevented them 
from running away too fait, so that tbe 
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destruction of the corn might be ren- 
dered more certain. * 

standing — uncut 5 it was about the 
time of reaping. 

burnt — this was the result of a popu- 
lar outbreak, led by those whose corn 
had been burnt 

angry — their independence was gone; 
they feared to offend their Philistine 
masters. 

bind him — Samson allowed them to 
bind him upon their promising to do 
nothing more than deliver him up to 
the Philistines. 

shouted — they rejoiced thinking they 
had their enemy in their power. 

spirit of the Lord — a phrase used to 



denote a powerful emotion of the mind, 
or peculiar ability to act in a time of 
emergency. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Timnath — an ancient city of the 
Canaanites, first assigned to the tribe 
of Judah, and afterwards to Dan; it 
long remained in the possession of the 
Philistines ; it is chiefly noticed in the 
history of Samson. 

Etam— -a town and a rock in Judah, 
near Bethlehem. 

Lehi— < the jaw-bone the place at 
which Samson slew a thousand Philis- 
tines with a jaw-bone; its exact situa- 
tion is unknown ; a fountain sprung up at 
this place in answer to his prayer. 



THE DECEITFULNESS OF EARTHLY PLEASURE. 

The branch is stooping to thy hand, 

And pleasant to behold ; 
Yet gather not, although its fruit 

Be streak'd with hues of gold. 

The cup is dancing to thy lip, 

And fragrant is the wine; 
Yet dash the untasted goblet down, 

Though lusciously it shine. 

For hitter ashes lurk conceal'd 

Beneath that golden skin ; 
And though the coat be smooth, there lies 

But rottenness within. 

Though wings of pleasure fan the bowl, 

And bid it overflow ; 
Yet drugged with poison are its lees, 

And death is found below. 

Smedley. 



41. FURTHER ACTS, AND DEATH OF SAMSON. 
Judges xvL 

Samson came to Gaza, and the Gazites closed the 'gates and 
compassed him in the city and lay -in wait for him all the night, 
saying, " In the morning, when it is day, we will kill him." 
At midnight Samson arose, took the gates of the city from their 
hinges, and carried them away to the top of a hill, before 
Hebron. * 115 
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PERIOD IV.] SAMSON IS BETRAYED. HIS DEATH. 

Samson loved a woman named Delilah. The Philistines 
•bribed her with a large sum of money, to entice Samson to 
tell her the secret of his strength, that she might betray him 
to them. He -deceived her several times ; at length he -revealed 
to her, that he was a Nazarite, and if he were shaven he 
ghould be weak like other men. 

While he slept she called a man and caused him to -shave 
Samson's head. The Lord -departed from him, and his 
strength left him. The Philistines then took him, -put out his 
eyes, bound him with fetters, and made him -grind in prison. 
Samson's hair began to grow in prison, and his strength 
returned to him. 

The Philistines gathered together to make a great sacrifice 
to -Dagon their god, and to rejoice ; for they said, " Our god 
hath delivered Samson our enemy, and the destroyer of many 
of us into our hand." And when their hearts were -merry, the 
Philistines brought Samson into the temple of Dagon to make 
•sport while they were feasting. They set him between the 
pillars of the temple. And Samson said unto the lad that 
held him by the hand, " Suffer me that I may feel the -pillars 
whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them." 
Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords 
of the Philistines were there : and there were upon the roof 
about three-thousand men and women, that beheld while 
Samson made sport. And Samson called unto the Lord, and 
said, " O Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen 
me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once 
avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes." And Samson 
took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, 
and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, 
and of the other with his left. And Samson said, " Let me 
die with the Philistines." And he bowed himself with all "his 
might ; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all wlxo 
were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were 
more than they which he slew in his life. Samson 'judged 
Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years. 
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NOTES AND E 

gates — it was a walled city, as were 
nearly all towns and cities of importance 
in early times. 

in wait — lying in concealed places, 
from which they could observe his 
progress. 

arose — be jndged that they would try 
to ensnare him in order to effect his 
death. 

to the top— that this was a work of 
prodigious labour is certain from the 
fact that the Gazites were never able to 
fetch them down, a much easier task 
than that of carrying them up. 

bribed — the sum which the lords of 
the Philistines offered was about £600. 
in our money; and this shows how 
greatly Samson was dreaded by them ; 
for the sum was immense for the time 
and the country. 

deceived — in a playful manner; eva- 
sively. 

revealed— he told her all he knew and 
thus ruined himself. 

slept — she caused him to sleep with 
his head resting on her lap, as they 
both sat on the carpeted floor. 

share — oriental barbers are exceed- 
ingly clever in their art, owing to their 
extensive practice in shaving heads. 

departed— the condition that he should 
be a Nazarite was now broken and his 
strength left him. 

put nut — a very cruel mode of torture 
frequently inflicted previous to capital 
punishment. Sanson's case is the first 
that is recorded ; it afterwards became 
a common punishment in the East, 
especially in Persia. Lesson 38, * slew.' 

fetters — they were made of brass, 
iron; not being then in common use. 

grind — to turn round the upper mill- 
atone ; this being considered a woman's 



XPLANATIONS. [1451-1096 B.C. 

employment, it was therefore appointed 
to Samson for bis greater degradation. 
A mill consisted of two stones; the 
under one was hollowed out for the 
reception of the wheat, and the upper 
stone was turned by a handle at the top. 

Dagon — 4 fish- god he was represented 
with the head, face, and hands of a man, 
and the body of a fish. The country of 
the Philistines lay upon the sea-coast, 
which accounts for (his form of their 
idol. 

merry — the drunkenness and de- 
bauchery of pagan festivities were, on 
this occasion, indulged beyond measure. 

sport — in early times the practice of 
compelling enemies, captured in war, to 
contribute to the amusement of their 
conquerors generally prevailed. The 
same customs are found among the 
North American Indians, and other 
barbarous nations at this day. 

pillars — some of the temples of the 
ancients consisted of large square 
buildings, the flat roofs of which were 
sustained in the middle by pillars, the 
two centre ones being the most impor- 
tant ; the forcing these from their po- 
sition would bring down the edifice. 

judged — it does not appear that 
Samson displayed those qualities 
essential in a judge, properly so called ; 
nor was he at any time recognized as a 
leader or governor. By his mighty 
personal strength and dauntless courage 
he kept the Philistines in continual fear 
of him ; consequently during his life 
the people of Israel had comparative 
freedom from oppression. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Gaza— a strong city and principality 
of the Philistines, situated near the 
coast. Here was the temple of Dagoa 
which Samson pulled down. 



MYSTERIES OF PROVIDENCE. 

Grid moves in a mysterious way, 
■ His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footsteps in tht tea, 
And rides upon the storm. 
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Deep in unfathomable mines 

Of never-failing skill, 
He treasures up his bright designs, 

And works his sovereign will. 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

The clouds ye so much dread, 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 

In blessing on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

But trust him for his grace: 
Behind a frowning proridence 

He hides a smiling face. 

His purposes will ripen fast, 

Unfold ing every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 

But sweet will be the flower. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

And scan his work in vain ; 
God is his own interpreter, 

And he will make it plain. 

COWPER. 



42. THE AKK TAKEN. HOPHNI AND PHINEHAS. 
1 Samuel iv.-vii. 2. 
The people of Israel went out against the Philistines to 
•battle, and pitched beside Ebenezer, and the Philistines 
pitched in Apkek ; and when they -joined battle Israel was 
smitten, and about 4,000 men were slain. ' Hophni and 
Phinehas were with the ark at Shiloh. And the elders of 
Israel said, " Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, -it may 
save us out of the hand of our enemies." So the people sent 
to Shiloh, that the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
might bring there the ark of the covenant of God. And when 
the ark came into the camp, all Israel -shouted with a great 
shout, so that the earth rang again. And the Philistines said, 
" What meaneth the noise of this great shout in the camp of 
the Hebrews ?" And when they understood that the ark was 
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HOPHNI AND PHINEHAS ARE SLAIX. THE BETHSHEMITES. 



come into the camp they said, " Woe unto us ! .Who shall 
deliver us out of the hand of these -mighty gods ? these are 
the gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues 
in the wilderness. Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, 
O ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, 
as they have been to you." And the Philistines fought, and 
Israel was smitten with a very great slaughter ; for there 
fell of Israel thirty-thousand -footmen. And the ark of 
God was taken ; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, were slain. A man of Benjamin ran to Shiloh, and 
told Eli of the -capture of the ark ; Eli was -sitting by the 
way side, watching ; his heart -trembled for the ark of God. 
When Eli was told that Israel had fled, that his sons were 
slain, and that the ark was taken by the Philistines, he fell 
backward, and died. He had judged Israel forty years. 

The Philistines took the ark to Ashdod, and carried it into 
the house of Dagon. On the morrow Dagon was fallen on 
his face before the ark. They set Dagon up, and on 
the next morrow he was fallen again ; God greatly afflicted 
the men of Ashdod, and they sent the ark to Ekron. A deadly 
destruction came on the city ; the Philistines called for 
•diviners, to know what to do with the ark. At last they made a 
new cart, and put two -milch-kine in it, and jihey laid the ark 
upon the cart, and -jewels, and other offerings -with it. They 
left the kine to take their way, and they went straight to 
Bethshemesh. The Bethshemites were reaping their wheat 
harvest ; they were glad to see the ark thus brought back, 
and they clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine for 
a burnt-offering unto the Lord. 

The men of Bethshemesh -looked into the ark of the Lord, 
and a great number were smitten and died. The people of 
Bethshemesh said, " Who is able to stand before this holy 
Lord Grod ?" And they sent messengers to the inhabitants 
of Kirjath-jearim who came and fetched the ark from Beth- 
shemesh, brought it to the house of -Abinadab, who sanctified 
his son Eleazar, to keep it. The ark remained in the house 
of Abinadab twenty years. And all the people of Israel 
lamented after the Lord. 




PERIOD IV.] NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



battle— the battles we read of in early 
times were exceedingly murderous ; the 
victors were destitute of nil feeling of 
kindness or pity towards the vanquished, 
and their treatment of them was mark- 
ed by extreme cruelty. The weapons 
in use wer • swords, spears, lances, ar- 
rows, javelins, slinks, and battle-axes ; 
the body was protected by a shield ; 
and armour was sometimes worn, con- 
sisting of a helmet, a coat of mail, and 
greaves, or leg-armour. The result of 
war is visible in the desolation which 
follows, " The land is as the garden of 
Eden before them, and behind them a 
desolate wilderness." 

joined— most battles in early times 
consisted of close fighting, fire-arms and 
powder being unknown ; the result 
mainly depended on superior numbers 
and physical strength. 

it may save us — this confidence in the 
ark showed how greatly perverted were 
the people and princes of Israel from 
that simple trust in God which they 
ought to have exercised; they looked 
on the ark as an object of idolatrous 
veneration, and therefore they followed 
the practice of the Canaanites who 
brought their gods into the camp to 
give them success. 

shouted — they uttered the ' war-cry;' 
this custom has prevailed among the 
warriors of all nations. 

rang again — the hills echoed the mar- 
tial shouts of the warriors. 

mighty gods — this expression leads to 
the conclusion that the two figures on 
the lid of the ark were regarded as gods ; 
and that the great deliverances which 
the Lord had effected for the Israelites 
were ascribed by the Philistines to the 
power of the«e supposed deities. 
Lesson 23, * cherubim.' 

footmen — the people of Israel were so 
far behind other nations, in the arts and 
means of war, that they had no horse 
soldiers nor chariots ot fighting men, 
capture— the taking it away by the 
enemy. 

sitting — not cross-legged on a mat — 
the most common position in the East, 
. but on an elevated seat. 

trembled— being fully aware of the 
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iniquities of his sons, and indeed of all 
Israel, he feared that God would aban- 
don them to ruin, and suffer the ark to 
be polluted and destroyed. 

diviners — men who pretended to dis- 
cover future events by various absurd 
and wicked methods. 

milch-kine — cows giving milk. 

jewels — precious stones ; ornaments 
of gold. 

with it—\n order, as they supposed, 
to purchase the favour of the offended 
gods of the Hebrews. 

looked— this was contrary to the will 
of God, who commanded that none 
should touch the ark but the priests. 
Abinadub — ' father of willinguess.' 
the Lord — probably the Shechinah, or 
divine cloud, had disappeared from the 
ark and tabernacle. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Erenezer — * stone of help ;' the 
place at which the Israelites were first 
defeated by the Philistines with great 
loss, and, twenty years after, conquered 
them ; on the latter occasion Samuel 
set up a stone between Mizpeh and 
Shen which he called Ebenezer. 

Aphrr — f a stream a city of Judas 
at which the Philistines encamped 
against Israel when the ark was taken 
in battle. 

Ashdod — Meaning;' a city ofPhi- 
listia in the tribe ot Dan, near Gaza, 
where there was a celebrated temple to 
Dagon. The ark was placed in this 
temple, and the idol was twice found 
fallen to the ground before it. 

Ekron — ' barrenness was a city and 
government of the Philistines, the peo- 
ple of which were very powerful. 

Bethshemesh— 'boose of the son;' 
a city of Judah to which the ark of God 
was taken by the kine, when the Philis- 
tines returned it to the land of Israel. 
There were three cities of this name; 
one in Egypt (Lesson 15, 'On'); one in 
the tribe of Naphtali, and this, which 
was situated in the borders of Dan, 
about 30 miles south-west of Jerusalem. 

Kirj ath-jearim — called also Kir- 
jath-Baal; a city of the Gibeonites, 
afterwards in Judah, and about nine 
miles from Jerusalem. 
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HIDDEN BUT HOPED FOR. [1451-1096 B.C. 



" AND THE WORD OF THE LORD WAS PRECIOUS IN THOSE DATS." 

Not only in the spring-tide hour, 
Or Summer's bright and fervid power, 
Does nature live : — her hidden life 
Lives on through winter's stormy strife. 

Though perish'd bud and flower, and fruit, 
If deep below survive the root, 
When spring shall re-assume her reign, 
The sap shall re-ascend again. 

Nor had the Lord his people left, 
Though Eli's age of strength was reft ; 
Although his sons their God forgot, 
And he their sire restrain'd them not. 

Though even near His hallow'd ark 
The lamp of God seem'd growing dark, 
Though there no open vision told 
The glories of the days of old ; 

Yet still His word was preeious ; still 
There were who sought to know his will, 
Who look'd unto that ark, though dim, 
With hopes and prayers that turn'd to Him. 

Those hopes and prayers an answer found 
When night seem'd gathering darkly round; 
Though he, the guardian of the shrine, 
At first knew not the voice divine. 

Nor is his church now left by Him, 
Though many an Eli's eyes wax dim; 
Nor is the Christian's hopeless night, 
Though God awhile, may veil his light. 

If precious to his church his word, 

Its voice by them shall yet be heard; 

Christian, if veil'd that light from thee, 

Hidden, but hoped for, may it be. IUkton. 
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43. THE PEOPLE REPENT. THEY ASK FOR A KING. 



1 Samuel vii. 3.-viii. 

Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, " If ye do 
return unto the Lord with all your hearts, and -put away 
strange gods, and Ashtaroth, from among you, and prepare 
your hearts unto the Lord and serve him only, he will deliver 
you out of the hands of the Philistines." Then the children of 
Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, and served the 
Lord only. And Samuel gathered all Israel at Mizpeh, and 
there he prayed unto the Lord for them; they also fasted and 
confessed their sin. And as Samuel was offering a lamb for a 
burnt-offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against 
Israel : but the Lord thundered with a great thunder on that 
day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them ; and they were 
smitten before Israel. Samuel set up a stone, in remembrance, 
and called it Ebenezer. The Philistines were subdued, and 
Samuel went from place to place, and judged Israel. When 
he became old, he made his sons, Joel and Abiah, judges in 
Beersheba. They walked not in the ways of their father, but 
they took bribes, and did not judge justly. 

The elders of Israel assembled at Ramah and -asked for a 
•king. God told Samuel to hearken to them, as they had 
•rejected HIM for their king. Samuel told them all that a 
king would do,*saying, " This will be the manner of the king 
that shall reign over you. He will -take your sons, and appoint 
them over his -chariots and his horsemen, and some shall -run 
before his chariots ; and he will take your -daughters to be 
confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers, and he will 
•take your fields, and your vineyards, and your olive-yards. 
He will take your menservants, and your maidservants, and 
your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put them to 
his work ; he will take the -tenth of your sheep, and ye shall 
be his servants. And ye shall cry out in that day because of 
your king which ye shall have chosen you ; and the Lord 
will not hear you in that day/' Nevertheless the people 
refused to obey the voice of Samuel ; and they said, " Nay ; 
but we will have a king over us, that we also may be -like all 
the nations ; and that our king -may judge us, and go out 
before us, and fight our battles." And Samuel heard all the 
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THEIR REQUEST IS GRANTED. [1451-1096 B.C. 

words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the ears of the 
Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, " Hearken unto their 
voice, and make them a king." And Samuel said unto the 
men of Israel, " Go ye every man unto his city." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

put away — similar advice was given 

to Jacob. Lesson 1 4, * household.' 
asked — they did not ask for a king for 

each tribe, bat one under whom all 

should be united ; thus recognising 

their common origin and brotherly 

relationship ; they showed no desire to 

take the appointment into their own 

hands; God was still to be their re- 
cognised ruler. 
king — though the Israelites erred in 

this request, there was no unbecoming 

spirit of rivalry exhibited as to which 

of the tribes should have the honour of 

supplying the first king. 
rejected — notwithstanding the many 

provocations of Israel, this was their 

most decided act of rebellion, for it was 

against the government of Jehovah, 

their almighty guide and protector. 
take— eastern princes require the 

services of any of their subjects at their 

pleasure. Those who are not called 

upon for personal service have to pay a 

fax instead. This being known to the 

Israelites ought to have deterred them 

from rejecting the Lord as their captain 

and king. 

chariot*, ifc, — a military establishment 
would form a necessary appendage 
to the pomp of a king; previous to this 
time there had been no national army, 
every man became a soldier, not for 
pay, but from a personal interest in the 
deliverance of his country from foes, 
and from a desire for its internal peace 
and prosperity. 

run — it was an ancient practice, and 
one that still exists in toe East, for 
trained runners to go before and on each 
side of distinguished persons when 
riding? out, whether in chariots or on 
horseback. 

daughters, Sfc. — the duties alluded to 
are very arduous in eastern courts on 
account of the great number who daily 



receive their food from the royal 
kitchens. The women so employed 
are generally taken against their will, 
and contrary to their interests. An idea 
may be formed of the vastness of the 
culinary preparations in eastern courts 
by reference to 1 Kings iv. 22,23. 

take your Jields — though the lands of 
the Israelites were inalienable, yet one 
consequence of their adoption of the 
heathen mode of national government, 
would be, that of rendering the posses- 
sions or those who might rebel against 
their king, liable to confiscation. 

tenth — not the tenth or tithe appointed 
by God to be paid to the Levites in lieu 
of their interest in the land (Lesson 32, 
* forty-eight'); but an additional tithe 
for the support of their king. 

like, Sfc. — this desire was at the root 
of nearly all their offences. 

may judge — a visible for an invisible 
judge, or ruler, was more in accordance 
with their worldly feelings. 

9 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
MiZPEH — a city in Benjamin at which 
Saul was anointed king or Israel. Ano- 
ther city of the same name, in Gilead, 
was so called by Laban, and is mention- 
ed as the residence of Jephthah ; at 
this place Gedaliah was made governor 
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, and 
slain by Johanan. A third Mizpeh was 
in Mnab, and it was one of the places to 
which David fled from Saul ; his pa- 
rents joined him there, but the prophet 
Gad caused him to return into Judah. 
A district near Mount Hermon was also 
called Mizpeh. 

Beersheba — was at first included in 
the division of Judah; it ^ was alter wards 
transferred to that of Simeon. Lea. 9. 

Ram AH — ' eminence ;' the place of 
Samuel's residence, but it is uncertain 
whether it was in Ephraim or Benjamin. 
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PERIOD IV.J 



A CALL FOE MERCY. 



"WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE LORD." 



O Lord, turn not Thy face away from them that lowly lie, 
Lamenting sore their sinful life with tears and hitter cry ! 
Thy mercy-gates are open wide to them that mourn their sin; 
Oh shut them not against us, Lord, but let us enter in! 

We need not to confess our fault, for surely, Thou can'st tell; 
What we have done, and what we are, Thou know est very well: 
Wherefore, to beg and to entreat with tears we come to Thee, 
As children that have done amiss fall at their father's knee. 

And need we then, oh Lord ! repeat the blessing which we crave ! 
When Thou dost know, before we speak, the thing that we would have, 
Mercy! oh Lord, — mercy we seek: this is the total sum! 
For mercy, Lord ! is all our prayer, — oh, let Thy mercy come ! 



Stern hold. 
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PERKM) V. 



FROM THE ANOINTING OF SAUL TO THE DEATH 
OF SOLOMON. 
B.C. 1095 — B.C. 975. 120 years. 

44. SAUL IS ANOINTED KING. 
1 Samuel ix-xii. 
There was a man of -Benjamin whose name was Kish, 
and he had a son, whose name was -Saul, a choice young man, 
and a goodly ; and there was not among the children of Israel 
a goodlier person than he, from his shoulders upward he was 
higher than any of the people. The asses of Kish were lost, 
and Saul was sent, with one of his father's servants, to seek 
them. God had told Samuel the day before, that he was about 
to send to him the man whom he had chosen to be king over 
Israel ; and he now informed Samuel that Saul was the man. 
Samuel met Saul, and told him that the asses were found, and 
that on him was the desire of -all Israel. Saul abode with 
Samuel that day. And Samuel took a -vial of -oil, and -poured 
it on Saul's head, saying, " -The Lord hath 'anointed thee to be 
•captain over his inheritance." He then told Saul that when 
he left him he would be met by -a company of prophets, and 
that the Spirit of God would come on him, and that he should 
prophesy. 

Samuel assembled the people together at Mizpeh, and said, 
" Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I brought up Israel 
out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all kingdoms, and of them 
that oppressed you ; and ye have this day rejected your God, 
who himself saved you out of all your adversities and your 
tribulations ; and ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a king 
over us. Now therefore present yourselves before the Lord 
by your tribes, and by your thousands." And when Samuel 
had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of 
Benjamin was taken. When he had caused the tribe of 
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PERIOD V.] SAMUEL JUSTIFIES HIS GOVERNMENT. 

Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri 
was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was taken. When Saul 
stood among the people, he was -higher than any of them from 
his shoulders upward, and when the people saw him, they 
shouted : " -God save the king." Samuel wrote the laws of 
the kingdom in a book, and sent the people away. Saul went 
home to Gibeah, and a band of men with him, whose hearts 
God had touched. But the children of -Belial despised Saul. 

The Ammonites made war against Jabesh-Gilead ; but 
Saul raised a large army of Israelites, and went against them 
and conquered them. The people went with Samuel to 
Gilgal, and they -made Saul king before the Lord. 

When Samuel was old and grey-headed, he said to all 
Israel, " Behold, here I am : witness against me before the 
Lord, and before -his anointed : whose ox have I taken ? or 
whose ass have I taken ? or whom have I defrauded ? whom 
have I oppressed ? or of whose hand have I received any bribe 
to blind mine eyes therewith ? and I will restore it you/' 
And they said, " Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed 
us, neither hast thou taken aught of any man's hand." After- 
wards, to show the people their wickedness in asking for a 
king, he called unto the Lord, and the Lord sent -thunder and 
rain that day : and all the people greatly feared the Lord and 
Samuel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Benjamin — this tribe was the smallest of 
the twelve, owing to the circumstances 
narrated in Lesson 34 ; but the Benjamites 
were very warlike and valiant, 
Saul— 'asked.' * 
derive — that he was the man whom the 
Lord had chosen according to the desire of 
all Israel. 

all— the wish was unanimous; they 
thought that one supreme magistrate would 
be the means of consolidating and preserving 
the interests of alL The advantages they 
sought were, however, amply provided for in 
that form of national worship which God 
had given them. 

vial— probably a censer, for we find that 
^his utensil was sometimes called a spoon, 
vii. 14 ; also a vial, Rev. v. 8. 
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oil— whether this was common olive-oil 
or the holy anointing oil does not appear. 

poured — indicating that God had endued 
him with the qualifications requisite for 
his office. 

the Lord, SfC— the authority and wfll of 
God in the selection of a king are here fully 
recognized. 

anointed— put for chosen ; the anointing 
by Samuel was to be considered as the act 
of God, for his selection preceded Samuel's 
anointing. This was a private anointing. 
Lesson 95, ' told them.' 

captain— & martial leader. 

a company — the prophets lived together 
in small communities secluded from the 
busy' world, and having for their president 
the senior prophet. Lea. 90, ' sitting before.* 
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WHO SHALL ASCEND INTO THE HILL OF THE LORD/ 



It is probable that schools of the prophets 
existed at Ramah, Bethel, Jericho, Gilgal, 
and Mount Carmel; the pupils were not 
boys but grown men. Lesson 92, 4 sons of the 
prophets.' The meeting of the prophets 
by Saul, and his own immediate inspiration, 
were signs to him that Samuel had acted 
under divine direction in anointing him 
king. 

higher — in the selection of a man of great 
stature the prejudices of the people were 
considered ; for they associated the ideas of 
dignity and bravery with largenessof person, 
muscular strength, and accomplished 
manners. 

God save the king— preserve; give pros- 
perity unto. The peculiar force and beauty 
of this ejaculatory prayer of the people for 
their king are found in the fact that he was 
to be their martial leader — that he was to go 
before them in their wars with the Philis- 
tines and others who had so recently 
oppressed them; and consequently that he 
would be exposed to danger, though safe if 
under the protection of Jehovah. 

touched — inspired; they were filled with 



I a patriotic desire to serve their country and 
their king, in being the defenders of both. 
We admire the gracious condescension of 
God in yielding to the weakness of his 
people by giving them a king according to 
their desire, and then operating upon the 
minds of suitable persons so as to cause 
them of their own accord to offer them- 
selves as servants of the state. We have to 
remember also that the people did not 
rashly proceed to elect a king themselves, 
but left the choice to God. 

Belial—' worthlessness ;' profane, disre- 
putable, scornful persons. Saul might well 
feel honoured, in his new and important 
position, when none but persons of this class 
refused to acknowledge him. 

made Saul — he was now publicly pro- 
claimed and accepted by the people. 

his anointed— henceforth the term 'Lord's 
anointed,' came to be used when speaking 
of the king. 

thunder — the season for thunder and rain 
had passed, the immediate answer to 
Samuel's call was therefore the more 
alarming. 



SAMUEL S JUSTIFICATION. 

The earth is thine, Jehovah! — thine 
Its peopled realms, and wealthy stores, 
Built on the flood, hy power divine, 
The waves are ramparts to the shores. 

But who shall reach thine holy place! 
Or who, O Lord, ascend thine hill ! 
The pure in heart shall see thy face, 
The perfect man that doth thy will. 

He who to bribes hath close'd his hand, 
To idols never bent the knee, 
Nor sworn in falsehood, — he shall stand 
Redeemed and owned, and kept by Thee. 

J. Montgomery'. 
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45. SAUL IS REPROVED. DAVID IS ANOINTED. 
1 Samuel xiii.-xvi. 
Saul gathered the people together at Gilgal, and when 
Samuel came not, at the end of -seven days, -he offered a burnt- 
offering to God. It was not lawful for Saul to do this, and 
when Samuel came he reproved him, and said, " Thou hast 
done foolishly : thou hast not kept the commandment of the 
Lord thy God, which he commanded thee : for now would 
the Lord have -established thy kingdom upon Israel -for ever. 
But now thy kingdom shall not continue ; the Lord 'hath 
sought him a man -after his own heart, and the Lord hath 
commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou 
hast not kept that which the Lord commanded thee." The 
Philistines at this time -overran the country. -Jonathan and 
his -armour-bearer went into their -garrison, and slew twenty 
men ; the Philistines were -alarmed, slew each other, and many 
fled. Saul had adjured the people to eat nothing that day. 
Jonathan had not heard his father's -curse, and had eaten. 
When Saul found that Jonathan had tasted food, he would 
have put him to death, to fulfil his oath: but the people 
•rescued Jonathan who had that day wrought a great salvation 
for Israel. 

Samuel commanded Saul to go and destroy the Amalekites 
utterly. Saul allowed the Kenites to depart, because they 
had shewn kindness to the Israelites. He then smote the 
Amalekites, but he spared -Agag the king, and the best of the 
sheep, and oxen. When Samuel came to Saul he reproved 
him for his disobedience. Saul said he had saved the best of 
the cattle for burnt-offerings. Samuel replied, " Hath the Lord 
as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying 
the voice of the Lord ? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams. Because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being 
king." Samuel commanded Agag to be brought to him. Agag 
came -delicately, and said, " Surely the bitterness of death is 
past." Samuel -then slew Agag, after reproaching him with his 
many -cruelties. 

Samuel mourned for Saul's disobedience. God told him he 
would send him to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for he had chosen 
one of his sons to be king. -Jesse had eight sons. When 
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DAVID IS ANOINTED BY SAMUEL. [1095-975 B.C. 



Eliab, the eldest, passed before Samuel, he 'thought the Lord 
had chosen him, but the Lord told Samuel he had not. 
Abinadab, Shammah, and the rest of Jesse's sons, except the 
youngest, passed before Samuel, but the Lord had not chosen 
any of them. At Samuel's command, Jesse sent for David, 
who was with the sheep. When Samuel saw him, the Lord 
told him to arise and anoint him. Samuel anointed him there, 
and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



i days — the time appointed hy 
Samuel, for his coming to Gilgal, when 
he would have offered the sacrifice, and 
directed Saul ns to what he should do. 
Samuel came to Gilgal before the seven 
dnys had expired, but Saul had already 
transgressed. 

he offered — the priests did so at his 
command, but the sin was his. 

established — made it hereditary to 
Saul's latest posterity. 

for ever — throughout his gener- 
ations. 

hath sought — had already made pro- 
vision for supplying his place, thus im- 
plying that his successor should not be 
of his own family. 

after his own heart — Saul corresponded 
in size, appearance, and manner with 
the Israelites' notion of a king ; but his 
successor would be a man whose heart 
should be right, though his outward 
appearance might not be that of a man 
of war. 

overran — extended their predatory in- 
roads into the heart of the country. 

Jonathan — one of Saul's sons ; a man 
distinguished lor valour, and for a 
strong sense of justice. 

armour-bearer — one who carried the 
leader's armour, and stood by him to 
convey his orders to the different sec- 
tions of the iirmy. The officers selected 
them from among the bravest of their 
followers. 

garrison — a company of soldiers 
stationed in n fort, lo guard it ; the one 
here spoken of was n Philistine military 
station. 



alarmed — one of the means employed 
by the Lord to effect deliverances for 
his people. Lesson 37, ' against.' 

adjured — charged by an oath. 

eat nothing— lest the delay shnuld be 
an advantage to the enemy; this was 
an unwise command, for what the men 
gained in time they lost in strength. 

curse — that the violator of the oath 
should be put to death. 

tasted — in passing through a wood he 
saw wild honey dropping Irom the trees, 
so he reached a honey-comb with his 
rod, of which he ate, and was refreshed. 

fulfil— Less. 38, 4 vow,' & 'sacrifice.' 

rescued — delivered ; would not leave 
Jonathan in his father's power. 

salvation — deliverance ; by beginning 
the attack, and thus encouraging the 
people to follow it up to victory. 

destroy the Ama'.ekites — sentence had 
gone forth against A nialek long before. 
Lesson 21, * utterly.' 

dgag— be was a powerful prince, 
probably the greatest at that time. 
Saul spared him, no doubt, as a trophy 
of his victory, tor the overthrow of the 
army of so powerful a chief whs a 
matter of great importance; and so long 
as Agag remained in captivity in Israel, 
he would be a living evidence of the 
prowess of Saul and his followers. 

hath the Lord, ifc— God is more glo- 
rified by obedience than by sacrifice. It 
is much easier to bring a bullock or a 
lamb to the altar, than to bring our 
thoughts into subjection to God. 

delicately — softly, courtly; iu a sub- 
missive and pleasing manner. 
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PERIOD V.J "OBEDIENCE BETTER THAN SACRIFICE." 



bitterness — having been spared by the 
king, he had dismissed all apprehensions 
of being put to death. 

then slew — he probably commanded 
A gag to be slain ; compare note 
• caught * Less. 40. The conduct of 
Samuel proves that, in all matters of 
great importance, his authority was 
admitted to be superior to that of Saul. 

cruelties — being the chief of a lawless, 
unsettled, predatory horde, he was the 
author of much mischief; the cruelties 
referred to are supposed to be of that 
nature which lawless freebooters and 
robbers feel a wanton pleasure in 
committing. Lesson 33, * requited.' 

Jesse — he was the son of Obed, and 
grandson of Ruth ; Less. 36, * Obed.' 
Isaiah styles him the root of David. 
Isaiah xi. 1-10. 

thought — on account of his manly 
form, and maturity of age. 



he had not — the Lord's words to 
Samuel prove that he was still under 
the impression referred to in Less. 44, 
' higher.' God said, ' Look not on his 
countenance, nor on the height of his 
stature ; for the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth ; man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on 
the heart." See previous note, 'after his 
own heart.' 

David—* beloved ;' he was only fifteen 
years old at this time. 

anointed — though this was done in 
private, it had the effect of directing 
David's thoughts and engagements 
into those channels which would quali- 
fy him lor his future position. With so 
early an assurance of the dignity to 
which he was chosen all must admire 
the wisdom, patience, fidelity, and unos- 
tentatiousness which characterized his 
after life. 



OBEDIENCE BETTER THAN SACRIFICE. 

"TO OBEY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE " 

Thus saith the Lord, * The spacious fields, 
4 And flocks and herds are mine ; 

* O'er all the cattle of the hills 

' I claim a right divine. 

• I ask no sheep for sacrifice, 

* Nor hullocks burnt with fire ; 
'Love and obedience, prayer and praise, 
'Are all that 1 'require. 

'Call upon me when trouble's near 
' My hand shall set thee free ; 

'Tlien shall thy thankful lips declare 
'The honour due to me. 

'The man that offers humble praise 

' He glorifies me best; 
'And those that tread my holy ways; 

' Shall my salvation taste.' 
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46. GOLIATH DEFIES ISRAEL. 



1 Samuel xvii. 



The Philistines gathered their armies to battle, and pitched 
between Shochoh and Azekah. Saul and his army were in 
the valley of Elah. The -champion of the Philistines was 
•Goliath, a giant of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a 
span. And he had a -helmet of brass upon his head, and he 
was armed with a coat of mail ; and the weight of the coat 
was five thousand shekels of brass. And he had -greaves of 
brass upon his legs, and a -target of brass between his shoulders. 
And the staff of his spear was like a -weaver's beam ; and his 
spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron ; and -one 
bearing a shield went before him. And he stood and cried 
unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them, " Why are ye 
come out to set your battle in -array ? am not I -a Philistine, 
and ye servants to Saul ? choose you a man for you, and let 
him come down to me. If he be able to fight with me, and to 
kill me, then will we be your servants : but if I prevail against 
him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve 
us." And the Philistine said, " -I defy the armies of Israel 
this day ; give me a man, that we may fight together." 

Jesse sent David to the camp with -provisions for his 
brethren. David heard Goliath defy the armies of Israel ; 
and also that Saul had -promised to give his daughter in mar- 
riage, and to enrich and -honour the man who should slay this 
Philistine. Eliab saw David, and -reproved him for leaving 
Lis sheep in the wilderness. 

David came to Saul and said, " Let no man's heart fail ; thy 
servant will go and fight with thil Philistine." And Saul said 
to David, " Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to 
fight with him : for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war 
from his youth." And David said unto Saul, " Thy servant 
kept his father's sheep, and there came -a lion, and a bear, and 
took a lamb out of the flock ; and I went out after him, and 
smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth ; and when he 
arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, 
and slew him. Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear ; 
and this •uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, 
seeing he hath defied the armies of the -living God." David 
said moreover, " The Lord that delivered me out of the paw 
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of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me 
out of the hand of this Philistine.' £nd Saul said unto 
David, " Go, and the Lord be with thee." 

8aul then armed David with his armour ; but David -put ott 
the armour, and took five smooth stones out of the brook, and 
his -slim? in his hand. When Goliath arose, David ran to meet 
him and slang a stone, which smote the Philistme, and sunk 
into' his forehead, so that he fell with his face to the earth. 
David took the sword of Goliath, and cut off his head. The 
Philistines fled, and the men of Israel and Judah pursued them 
to the cates of Ekron. Saul afterwards asked David whose 
son he was? David told him he was the son of Jesse the 
Bethlehemite. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



pitched— halted to arrange their mode 
of attack. 

champim— a challenger ; a defender; 
one who undertakes the cause of others. 

Goliath— supposed to be one of the 
race of the Anakim, of whom remnants 
were left in Gaza, in Gath, and in 
A*hdod. Josh. xi. 22. 

six cubits, ifc— about ten feet high. 

helmet — a defence for the head. 

coat of mail— it was formed of small 
pieces of metal, like scales or leaves, so 
arranged that on«- row overlapped the 
ends of another row, thus allowing ol 
the free movements of the body. This 
kind of armour was called, "scale 
armour." 

weight— about 157lbs. avoirdupois. 

greaves— leg-armour ; they reached 
from the ancle to the top of the knee 
in front, but sloped behind so as to give 
freedom to the leg in walking, climbme, 
or running. Many ol them were made 
of bull's hide. 

target— a. large shield whioh covered 
the entire surface of the body; it was 
thrown over the back during a march. 

'weaver's beam—a. thick eyHnder of 
wood, on which weavers wind the warp 
before weavne ; the same name is given 
to Hie cylinder on which the fabric is 
roll, d >h it is woven. 



one bearing, $c. — his armour-bearer or 
adjutant; he walked before to ward off 
the missiles that might be flung nt the 
champion. 

array— proper military order. 

a Philistine— a. native of Gatb, though 
probably a descendant of Anak. 
Jight frith me — single combat was much 
practised in former times, and in many 
instances the result of such combat, in 
presence of the two opposing armies, 
decided the quarrel. 

/ defy — no response having been 
made to' his challenge, he now proceeds 
to vaunting and insulting language, in 
order to provoke an adversary; this 
was the course invariably adopted by 
champions on such occasions. 

provisions— in these national struggles 
with a common foe, or oppressor, all the 
men of Israel were expected to take a 
part, their friends taking care that they 
should have supplies or food, clothing, 
weapons, &c. 

promised— as did Caleb when he 
wished to have Kirjath-sepher dis- 
possessed of the Canannites ; Less. 33, 
' promised.' In these cases the accus- 
tomed dowry— or sum paid by the bride- 
groom to the father of the bride — was 
dispensed with. 

enrich — loud with presents. 

honour— hy exempting him from the 
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payment of any tax ; this was making 
his house free in Israel. 

reproved — because he overheard 
David ask what reward should he given 
to the conqueror of Goliath. 

a lion and a bear — not at the same 
time, for these animals never associate. 

iim— referring to each separately; 
each took a lamb, and each was dis- 
possessed of it in the same manner. 

beard— literally correct of the lion ; 
bat ased for the chin of the bear. 

uneireumdsed — a reproachful term, 
uwd by the Israelites to all who were 
not received into the covenant made 
with Abrabam by circumcision. 

living God — a beautiful allusion to 
the self-existent Jehovah, in opposition 
to the lifeless, non-existent idols of the 
heathen. 

delivered — David acknowledges that 
all "Success is from the Lord." 

put off— he had never been accus- 
tomed to military armour, therefore he 
Wt Saul's armour cumbersome. 

tling — this simple instrument of war- 
fare was of very early origin ; the tribe 
or Benjamin, to whieh Saul belonged, 
were famous for their dexterity in the 
weof the sling; it was said of them, in 
the time of the judges, that every one of 
?U8 chosen men could sling stones, left- 
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handed, at a hair-breadth, and not miss. 
The Hebrew shepherds w«?re early 
trained to the use of this instrument, 
and it is highly probable that the hus- 
bandmen protected their grounds, and 
the shepherds their flocks from wild 
animals by the use of the sling. 

he fell— the force of the stone pro- 
bably deprived Goliath of his senses. 
David afterwards slew Goliath with 
his own sword. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Shochoh— the place in Judab, be- 
tween which and Azekah,the Philistines 
were assembled when Goliath defied 
the Israelites. 

Azeka H — 4 strength of walls ;' a town 
in Judah, about twelve miles north of 
Jerusalem. At this place the kings of 
the Amorites were defeated by Joshua, 
and their army totally destroyed ; many 
being slain by the Israelites, but more 
by an extraordinary shower of hail- 
stones. Josh. x. 10,11. 

Elah — a valley south-west of Jeru- 
salem, and three miles from Bethlehem. 

Gath — 'a press;' one of the five 
principal cities of the Philistines, and 
the birth-place of their champion, 
Goliath; it was about thirty-two miles 
west of Jerusalem. Gn I h was the most 
southern, as Ekron was the most north- 
ern city of the Philistines. 



PROVED ARMOUR. 

•I CANNOT GO WITH THESE FOR I HAVE NOT PROVED THEM.* 

The shepherd youth, although array'd 
In helm and mail of Israel's king, 

Felt in those royal arms afraid, 

Though fearless with his stone and sling. 

His limbs, though deck'd in martial pride, 

With no elastic vigour mov'd, 
He put the cumVrous pomp aside, 

And took the weapons he had prov'd. 

.Lord! when we seek to serve thy cause, 

In every conflict we may dare, 
liike David may we wisely pause, 

And try our arms with watchful care. 
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In armour prov'd, with weapons tried, 

Be thou our Captain in the field; 
Be all our amis hy thee supplied, 

And, with them, strength and skill to wield. 

Not in our wisdom, or our might, 

Or aught of out's he trust repos'd; 
They who heneath thy hanners fight 

Must look for aid hy thee disclosed. 

The humblest weapon given by thee 
Is render'd mighty through thy name; 

All else, though splendid it may be, 
Can bring us but defeat and shame. 

Barton. 



47. FRIENDSHIP OF DAVID AND JONATHAN. 
1 Samuel xviii.-xx. 

Jonathan loved David exceedingly, and made a covenant of 
friendship with him. He put bis own -robe on David and 
gave him his -sword, and his -bow, and his -girdle. When 
David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, the 
women came out of the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, 
to meet king Saul, with -tabrets, with joy, and with -instruments 
of musick. And the women -answered one another as they 
played, and said, " Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands/' And Saul was very wroth, and the saying 
displeased him. The next day an -evil spirit came upon 
Saul, and he attempted to slay David with a javelin that was 
in his hand ; but David avoided the blow, and -endeavoured to 
•soothe Saul's troubled mind by playing with his hand upon his 
harp. Saul became afraid of David because the Lord was 
with him. David behaved himself -wisely in all things, and 
all Israel and Judah loved him. 

Saul had promised to give David his eldest daughter, 
Merab, for his wife, but % he gave her to another. Michal, his 
younger daughter, loved David, and Saul promised her in 
marriage to David, -when he should have slain -a hundred 
Philistines. David went with his men, and slew two-hundred ; 
and Saul gave him his daughter Michal. Jonathan told his 
father of David's goodness, but he sought to smite David. 
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David fled, and escaped to his house that, night. Saul sent 
messengers to take him, but Michal let him down through a 
window ; put an image in his bed ; and told Saul's messengers 
that David was sick. David fled to Ramah, and told Samuel 
all that Saul had done ; and he and Samuel went and dwelt at 
Naioth. Saul sent messengers thrice to take David at Naioth, 
but the Spirit of God came on them and they prophesied. 
He went himself, and the Spirit of God came on him, and he 
also prophesied. David then fled from Naioth and came to 
Jonathan, and said, " What have I done ? what is mine 
iniquity ? and what is my sin before thy father that he 
seeketh my life ?" Jonathan assured David that if evil was 
determined against him by his father, he would tell him of it. 
They renewed their covenant of friendship, after which 
Jonathan devised a plan by which he should acquaint David of 
his father's intentions. It was soon discovered that Saul 
intended to slay David, so Jonathan caused him to flee for 
safety. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



robe — a truly eastern mode of showing 
respect, and conferring honour upon a 
man ; the dignity of him who presents 
always augments the favour conferred. 
Lesson 130, 1 clothed.' 

sword — the sword employed by the 
Hebrews was short and two edged ; it 
resembled a dagger, and was carried, as 
swords now are, in a sheath suspended 
from the girdle. 

bow — bows were made of strong 
elastic wood; the string was of leather 
or horsehair, and in many instances of 
the sinews of animals. 

girdle— a band of cloth or leather 
tightly drawn round the waist, for the 
purpose of keeping the lonjr-flowing 
robes of eastern costume from impeding 
the activity of the wearer. In it weapons, 
money, and other things were carried. 

tabret — an instrument of music of the 
drum kind, not very dissimilar to the 
tambourine. 

instruments — besides the tabret, just 
mentioned, the harp, the reed-pipe, the 
flute, the cymbals, dec. were in use. 



answered — they sang in tunes or parts ; 
one party proposed, and the other an- 
swered. Some of the Psalms afford 
beautiful examples of this metrical 
arrangement. Psalms xxiv. dccxxxvi. 

evil spirit — a jealous, envious, and 
malignant state of mind. 

javelin — a short spear which was used 
in close warfare, but more commonly 
for throwing at objects at a short dis- 
tance ; in war the javelin was generally 
carried in the quiver with the arrows. 

endeavoured — he showed no resent- 
ment ; nor did he conduct himself 
haughtily, conscious as he was that he 
should be Saul's successor. 

soothe— music trnnquilizes the per- 
turbed spirit, and drowns the weight of 
care in sweet forgetfulness of the causes 
of anxiety. 

afraid — a man of bad, or weak prin- 
ciple, always fears and envies the person 
who exhibits a refined and noble heart. 

wisely — cautiously; prudently. We 
should be "wise as serpents and harm- 
less as doves, r in all our transactions. 
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he gave, tfe. — this was an act of 
wickedness which met its own reward 
some years afterward. Lesson 63, 
' Merab compare Lesson 40, * com* 
panion,' * burnt/ 

when — he hoped that David would 
fall by the band of the Philistines, and 
in this way he should rid himself of one 
whose superior moral worth he could 
not endure to contemplate. 

a hundred — this was the dowry he 
demanded for Michal, in direct violation 



of his promise to give Merab to David. 
Lesson 33, ' promised/ 

devised — contrived ; arranged. 

plan — method ; mode ; course of action. 
GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Naioth — * the meadows ;' a place in 
or near Raman, where Samuel some* 
times abode ; it was a school of the 
•prophets. Less. 90, ' sitting before/ and 
92, 1 sons of the prophets.' David re- 
tired to this place from the persecutions 
of Saul. 



THE HARP OF DAVID. 

"THE EVIL SPIRIT FROM THE LORD WAS UPON SAUL... AND DAVID PLAYED WITH 
HIS HAND." 

Oh ! for the harp that David swept, 

At whose divine, entrancing sound, 
The evil spirit distance kept, 

While holier visions hover'd round: 
Oh, for such harp, in these our days, 
To speak our God and Saviours praise. 

Then e'en on earth might song outpour 
That sweet, that full, triumphant strain, 

Whose grateful notes should heavenward soar. 
And there a gracious audience gain; 

While here below its hallow'd power 

Should aid devotion's happiest hour. 

Christian, wouldst thou such harp possess? 

May grace anoint thine eye to see, 
And on thy mind this truth impress, 

The Heart that instrument may be : 
For never harp nor lyre reveal'd 
Such music as the heart can yield. 

Not in its unregenerate state, 
Canst thou expect those strains to hear; 

By sin unstrung, its accents grate 
In discord on a heaven-touched ear; 

Renew'd by grace, and tune'd by love, 

Its harmony ascends above. 

Oh ! then with melody it seems 

To vibrate from each trembling string; 

Each kindling thought and feeling teems 
With songs as sweet as seraphs sing ; 

And music art could never frame, 

Is breathed to its Redeemer's name. Barton. 
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48. DAVID AT NOB — ESCAPES TO ADULLAM. 
1 Sam. xxi-xxii. 1 Chron. xii. 16-18. 

David then fled with his young men to -Ahimelech, the 
priest, at Nob. He asked for five loaves of bread. The 
priest had none but -hallowed bread and -he gave him some. 
One of Saul's servants, -Doeg the Edomite, who was chief of 
Saul's herdsmen, was at Nob that day. David said unto 
Ahimelech, " Is there not here under thine hand spear or 
sword ? for I have neither brought my sword nor my weapons 
with me because the -king's business required haste." And 
the priest said, " The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom 
thou slewest in the valley of Elah, behold, it is here wrapped 
in -a cloth behind the ephod : if thou wilt, take it ; for there is 
no other save that here." And David said, " -There is none 
like that : give it me." David then went to Achish, the king 
of Grath. The servants of Achish knew him, and said, " Is 
not this David, the -king of the land ? Did they not sing one 
to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his 
thousands, and David his ten thousands ?" And David was 
afraid, and -feigned himself -mad that he might be sent away. 

He then escaped to the cave of Adullam, where he was 
soon -joined by his brethren and his kinsmen, and -many also 
who were in distress, and in debt, and discontented came to 
him ; and he became a captain over about four-hundred men. 
Some valiant Gadites also joined him, and some of the children 
of Benjamin and Judah ; and David went out to meet them, 
and said unto them, " If ye be come peaceably unto me to help 
me, mine heart shall be -knit unto you : but if ye be come to 
betray me to mine enemies seeing there is -no wrong in mine 
hands, the God of our fathers look thereon, and -rebuke it." 
Then Amasai, who was chief of the captains, said, " Thine are 
we, David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse : peace, peace be 
unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers ; for thy God helpeth 
thee. " Then David received them, and made them captains of 
the -band. 

At this time the garrison of the Philistines was in Beth- 
lehem ; and David -longed to drink of the water of the well 
that was at the gate of Bethlehem. Three of his mighty men 
brake through the host of the Philistines -to fetch it. When 
they brought it, David would not drink it, but poured it out 
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before the Lord, saying, " Be it far from me, O Lord, that I 
should do this ; is not this the -blood of the men that went 
in -jeopardy of their lives ?" therefore he would not drink it. 
David then went to Moab, and asked the king to let his father 
and mother remain there. But the prophet Gad advised 
David to return to Judah. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Ahimeleeh — brother of the king;' so 
named probably because the office of 
high prie^t was scarcely inferior to the 
regal office. 

loaves — they were in form like large 
cakes, and nenrly an inch thick. 

hallowed bread — holy bread, called 
' shew-bread,' because it was laid on 
the golden table before the face of God. 
Lesson 23, 'table'. The hallowed bread 
was made of an oblong shape, and was 
arranged in two rows of six loaves 
each. It wan a rule that none but the 
priests should eat of it, which they 
generally did in the sanctuary. 

he gave — this was contrary to estab- 
lished usage, but necessity justified it, 
as it did when, in the time of our Saviour, 
the disciples plucked the ears of corn on 
the sabbath day. Nothing justifies an 
omission of moral duty ; but in extreme 
cases, such as those just mentioned, 
ceremonial obedience may be set aside 
when it would interfere with the 
" weightier matters of the law." 

Doeg — was general overseer of Saul's 
herdsmen ; for by this time Saul had 
added considerably to his possessions in 
flocks and herds. Doeg was a proselyte 
to the true religion ; he was neverthe- 
less, a man of a treacherous and bloody 
heart. Lesson 49, ' slew.' 

king's business — David afFected to be 
in baste to execute some important 
commission for Saul; and as he was 
known to be the king's son-in-law, 
Ahimeleeh did not hesitate to at tend to 
his requests. Saul's hatred of David 
and his various attempts upon his life, 
must have been known but to few per- 
sons. Ahimeleeh could not have known 
that David was fleeing from Saul's rage. 
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it is here — after the manner of war- 
riors iu ancient and modern times in 
heathen and christian countries, David 
dedicated to the Lord the sword of 
Goliath, as the first-fruits of his military 
career. 

a cloth— a rich ornamented covering. 

no other — the priests had no need, 
generally, to be provided with instru- 
ments of warfare, for notonly was their 
office one of peace, but the tabernacle, 
and its valuable furniture, were esteem- 
ed inviolable ; sacrilege was not then of 
frequent occurrence. 

there is. $c. — the possession of this 
sword would keep vividly in his mem- 
ory the first of his martial exploits, 
and thus have the effect of strength- 
ening bis faith and hope in God, and 

§ reserving him from impatience and 
espondency. 

king, Sfc. — his fame had extended 
hither — not as one whose victories had 
entitled him to a captain's honour, but 
as the future king of Israel. 

feigned — affected; pretended. 

mad — he allowed bis spittle to fall 
upon his beard, a thing so detested by 
the people of the east, that no stronger 
proof of imbecility was needed than 
this personal defilement. 

joined by— Saul's cruel and malicious 
treatment of David led his brethren to 
sympathise with him ; moreover, it is 
certain that Saul's bitter hostility to- 
wards David extended to his family and 
kinsmen. See ' asked,' below. 

many also — not being able to retain 
their former respectability, comfort, 
and independence, they left their homes 
to become adventurers with David. 

knit — united ; joined as one. 
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"PLEAD THOI 

no wrong — conscious rectitude of 
heart and life sustained him under his 
serious trials. 

rebuke — by causing the design to fail. 

band- -his company of four hundred 
men. 

longed — his harassed mind turned 
with pleasing contemplation to the 
home of his youth, and remembering 
how often he had slaked his thirst at 
this well while engaged in his pastoral 
pursuits, he gave utterance to this 
ardent wish, perhaps imagining that 
with the draught his former associations 
would return to him. 

three — Abishai, David's nephew, and 
Joab's brother, was the chief of these 
three mighty men. Les. 51, * sons,' 
and 55, * Abisbai.' 

to fetch it — their attachment to David 
was strong and honourable to both 
parties, or they would not have dared to 
go on so hazardous an expedition. 

would not — he felt that the gratifi- 
cation of his wish had been obtained at 
too great a risk. 

poured — as an oblation, or drink- 
offering to the Lord. 



r my cause." [1095-975 B.C. 

" blood — because it was obtained at the 
risk of their lives. 

jeopardy — danger; risk. 

asked — his aged parents and brethren 
having become objects of Saul's dis- 
trust, had abandoned their homes to 
share with David his wanderings and 
privations. Some of the Jewish writers 
say that the king of Moab treacherously 
and cruelly murdered the parents and 
brethren of David, except one brother, 
who fled to Nab ash, king of the Am- 
monites, from whom he received pro- 
tection. Lesson 58, ' Nahash.' 

Gad — he was a friend of David, and 
is called David's seer. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Nob — a Levitical city of Benjamin, 
in the vicinity of Jerusalem, at which the 
tabernacle was stationed in the time of 
Saul. 

Adullam — a city of Judah whose 
king was slain by Joshua ; it is supposed 
that the cave of Adullam, which afforded 
shelter to David and his men, was in the 
western part of Judah, near the Dead 
Sea. Lesson 49, • cave.' 



A PSALM OF DAVID. 

"PLEAD MY CAUSE, O LOUD, WITH THEM THAT STRIVE AGAINST ME." 

Plead Thou, oh plead my cause ! 

Each self-excusing plea 
My trembling soul withdraws, 

And flies to thee. 
Where justice rears her throne, 
Ah who, save thee alone, 
May stand, oh Spotless One ! 

Plead Thou my cause ! 

Ah ! plead not aught of mine 

Before thine altar thrown ; 
Fragments — when all is thine — 

All, all thy own ! 
Thou seest what stains they hear ; 
Oh, siuee each tear, each prayer 
Hath need of pardon there, 

Plead Thou my cause ! 
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With lips that, dying, breathed 

Blessing, for words of scorn ; 
With brow where I had wreathed 

The piercing thorn ; 
With breast, to whose pure tide 
He did the weapon guide, 
Who had no home beside, 

Plead Thou my cause! 
Plead — when the tempter's art, 

To each fond hope of mine, 
Denies this faithless heart 

Can e'er be thine. 
If slander whisper too 
The sin I never knew, 
Thou, who couldest urge the true, 

Plead Thou my cause! 
Oh plead my cause above ! 

Plead thine within my breast; 
Till there thy peaceful Dove 

Shall build her nest. 
Thou know'st, this will— how frail, 
Thou know'st, though language fail, 
My soul's mysterious tale, — 

Plead Thou my cause! 



49. THE PRIESTS SLAIN. DAVID ESCAPES. 
1 Samuel xxii. 6-xxv. 1. 
Now Saul was at Gibeah ; and as he stood under a -tree in 
Bamah, he said unto his servants who stood around him, 
" Hear now, ye Benjamites ; will the son of Jesse give everyone 
of you fields and vineyards, and make you all captains of 
thousands, and captains of hundreds ; that all of you have 
•conspired against me, and there is none that she weth me that my 
son hath made a -league with the son of Jesse, and there is none 
of you lis sorry for me, or sheweth unto me that my son hath 
stirred up my servant against me, to -lie in wait, as at this day ? 
Doeg the Edoraite then told Saul of David's visit to the city 
of Nob ; he also spoke falsely of Ahimelech the?priest. Saul 
sent for Ahimelech and all the priests that were at Nob : 
when they came he charged them with conspiring against 
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THE PRIESTS SLATN. SAMUEL DIES. [1095-975 B.C. 



him. Ahimelech answered Saul -meekly, but Saul said they 
should surely die. Saul commanded his footmen to turn and 
slay the priests of the Lord, but they -would not. Then said 
the king to Doeg, " Fall thou upon the priests ;" and Doeg 
turned and -slew that day eighty-live persons that were priests. 
Saul also sent Doeg to Nob to slay all the priests there, with 
their families, and their cattle. In this slaughter many of 
the Gibeonites who were the servants of the tabernacte were 
slain , contrary to the 'league of the Israelites with them. 

Abiathar, one of the sons of Ahimelech, escaped to David, 
who promised him protection. Shortly after, David was com- 
manded to go to Keilah, and smite the Philistines ; he did so, 
and saved the inhabitants. David heard that Saul was coming 
to take him at Keilah, and he departed, with his six-hundred 
men, to the Wilderness of Ziph. Jonathan went into the 
wilderness to see David, and there they renewed their 
covenant of friendship with each other. The Ziphites told 
Saul where David was hiding ; but when they went with Saul 
to take him, he was gone to the Wilderness of Maon. Saul 
followed him thither, but he left purusing David to go against 
the Philistines. From thence David went to Engedi. Saul 
followed, and went into a -cave at Engedi to -sleep. David 
and some of his men were in the cave, and David -cut off a 
part of Saul's robe. 

On Saul's departure David told him how he might have 
slain him, but that he would not put forth his hand against 
the -Lord's anointed. And Saul lifted up his voice, and -wept. 
And he said to David," Thou art more righteous than I: for 
thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee 
evil. And thou hast shewed this day how that thou hast 
dealt well with me : forasmuch as when the Lord had 
delivered me into thine hand, thou killedst me not. And 
now, behold, *I know well that thou shalt surely be king, and 
the kingdom of Israel shall be -established in thine hand." 
David left the cave of Engedi and went to the Wilderness 
of Paran. 

Samuel died ; all Israel lamented him, and buried him at 
Ramah. 
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stood — Snul was probably seated, with 
his chief officers around him, but he rose 
up to give more effect to his address. 

tree — said to be a tamarisk tree; no 
palace or building as yet existed Tor 
the king and his attendants. Saul's 
frequent campaigns obliged him some- 
times to hold his courts in the open air. 

Benjamites — Saul was a Benjamite, 
and therefore his body-guard was se- 
lected from his own tribe, and compri- 
sed many relatives and friends. 

conspired — plotted ; laid plans se- 
cretly. 

league — covenant ; agreement. 

lie in wait— he spoke under the influ- 
ence of a disordered mind : jealousy, 
distrust, and animosity had rendered 
him unable to form a correct, and hon- 
ourable opinion oi either bis son or son- 
in-law. 

falsely — he knew that Ahimelech was 
innocent of any blame. 

meekly — his answer showed the 
integrity of his heart. 1 Sam. xxii. 14,15. 

footmen — those who stood nearest him, 
and acted as his messengers, or as 
executioners of his regal will ; they, 
however, saw his wild injustice and 
refused. 

would not — the priests of the Lord 
were held in great reverence by the 
people. 

slew — he was probably an idolater at 
heart, and therefore hated the service 
of the Lord, hence his readiness to des- 
troy the priests of the sanctuary. 

servants — Lesson 31, hewers.' 

league — Lesson 31, * covenant;' 63, 
' slain.' 

Abialhar — a son of Ahimelech ; he 
remained faithful to David through all 
his reverses of fortune till the time of 
Adonijah's conspiracy : when the pro- 
phecy against Eli's house was fulfilled 
— for he was banished. 

renewed — repeated ; made agaia. 

sleep — while Saul slept > his men, who 
ought .to have kept watch, were so 
overcome bv the fatigue of pursuing 
David that they also fell asleep. 

cave— many of the caves in Arabia 

142 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Petreaare very extensive, some of them 
consisting of many apartments leading 
into each other. The cave at Engedi 
mast have been of large dimensions, for 
in the sides and further parts of it David 
and his followers seem to have had 
sufficient room, as they lay concealed 
from the eye of Saul and his guards 
who occupied its entrance. 

cut off— as David stood over his unpro- 
tected and implacable enemy, some of 
his men suggested that now Gqd had 
delivered him into his hand to slay him ; 
but David's mind revolted at the idea of 
taking personal revenge — he waited 
patiently, feeling assured that the Lord 
would overrule all these evils for good. 
He, however, cut off Saul's skirt, to con- 
vince him that he owed his personal 
safety to his forbearance. 

Lord's anointed — David scrupulously 
regarded every intimation of the Lord's 
will, hence he respected Saul as the man 
chosen of God to be ruler over Israel. 

wept — a sudden and transitory feeling 
of shame, self-reproach, and gratitude 
overcame him. 

/ know — how different his conduct to 
that of David ! one vainly and wickedly 
attempted to thwart God's purpose, the 
other waited patiently for the Lord." 
Herod endeavoured to destroy Jesns 
from a conviction similar to that which 
operated on Saul's mind. Matt. ii. 8-16. 

established — in him and his posterity ; 
he felt that his own hopes of future 
honour, and dignity to his family and 
descendants were for ever blighted. 

lamented — Samuel had been univer- 
sally respected, loved, and feared as a 
prophet of the Lord, therefore his death 
was the subject of general lamentation. 
The Israelites, like other eastern people, 
gave the freest vent to their grief— they 
cried bitterly, rent their garments, cut 
or tore off their hair, fasted, prostrated 
themselves uoon the ground, went bare- 
foot, smote their breasts, <fec. Women 
were employed to weep at funerals; 
and the relatives of the deceased clothed 
themselves in sackcloth. The period of 
mourning generally lasted seven days, 
but in certain cases a much longer time 
was observed. The mounters were 
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THE OLD MAN'S FUNERAL.'' [1095-975 B.C. 



denned unclean, and they continued 
titling in their houses, and ate off the 
ground till the day* of their mourning 
were ended. The people mourned for 
Moses thirty days. Lesson 29. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Keilah — a town in Judah, south- 
west of Jerusnlem. David was com- 
missioned to smite the Philistines here 
when it was besieged by them ; he 
afterwards escaped, or the ungrateful 
inhabitants would have delivered him 
into the bands of Saul. 



Wilderness op Ziph— the town of 
Ziph, and a wilderness near it, were sit- 
uated in the enst of Judah. 

Wilderness of Maon — there was 
a place of this name at. which Nabal, 
the churl, resided, whose chief posses- 
sions were at Carmel in that vicinity; 
all these places werein the east of Judah. 

Engedi — a city in the south-east of 
Judah near the Dead Sea ; it was noted 
tor palm-trees and vineyards. It was 
probably in a wilderness near, of the 
same name, that the cave was situated 
in which David found shelter from Saul. 



THE OLD MAN'S FUNERAL. 

I saw an aged man upon his bier, 

His hair was thin and white, and on his brow 

A record of the cares of many a year ; — 
Cares that were ended and forgotten now. 

And there was sadness round, and faces bow'd, 

And woman's tears fell fast, and children wail'd aloud. 

Then rose another hoary man and said, 

In faultering accents, to that weeping train, 

Why mourn ye that our aged friend is dead ? 
Ye are not sad to see the gather'd grain, 

Nor when their mellow fruit the orchards cast, 

Nor when the yellow woods shake down the ripen'd mast. 

Ye sigh not when the sun, his course fulfilPd, 
His glorious course, rejoicing earth and sky, 

In the soft evening, when the winds are still'd, 
Sinks where his islands ot refreshment lie, 

And leaves the smile of his departure, spread 

O'er the warm-coloured heaven and ruddy mountain head. 

Why weep ye then for him, who, having won 
The bound of man's appointed years, at last, 

Life's blessings all enjoyed, life's labours done, 
Serenely to his final rest has pass'd; 

While the soft memory of his virtues, yet 

Lingers like twilight hues, when the bright sun is set. 

His youth was innocent; his riper age, 

Mark'd with some act of kindness every day ; 

And watch'd by eyes that lov'd him, calm and sage, 
Faded his late declining years away. 

Cheerful he gave his being up, and went 

To share the holy rest that waits a life well spent. 
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That life was happy ; every day he gave 
Thanks for the fair existence that was his ; 

For a sick fancy made him not her slave, 
To mock him with her phantom miseries. 

No chronic tortures rack'd his aged limb, 

For luxury and sloth had nourished none for him. 

And I am glad, that he has liv'd thus long, 
And glad that he has gone to his reward; 

Nor deem, that kindly nature did him wrong, 
Softly to disengage the vital cord 

When his weak hand grew palsied, and his eye 

Dark with the mists of age, it was his time to die. 



There was a man in Maon named -Nabal who had large 
possessions in Carmel. His wife was named 'Abigail ; she 
was a woman of good understanding, and of a beautiful coun- 
tenance : but the man was -churlish, and -evil in his doings. 
David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep, 
and was making a great feast for his shearers. David sent 
some of his men to him to -ask for refreshment, telling him 
how they had protected his flocks in Carmel ; but Nabal was 
churlish to them, and refused. David's messengers returned, 
and told him of Nabal's sayings, and he said to them, " Gird 
on every man his sword." And they girded on every man his 
sword : and there -went up after David about four-hundred 
men : and two-hundred abode by the stuff. But one of the 
young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying, " Behold, David 
sent messengers out of the wildemess to salute our master ; 
and he Tailed on them. But the men were very good unto us, 
and we were not -hurt, neither -missed we anything, as long as 
we were conversant with them, when we were in the fields : 
they were a -wall unto us both by night and day, all the while 
we were with them keeping the sheep. Now therefore know 
and consider what thou wilt do ; for evil is determined against 
our master, and against his household : for he is such a man 
of Belial, that a man cannot speak to him." 



Bryant. 



50. OF NABAL AND ABIGAIL. 
Samuel xxv. 2-35 
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ABIGAIL S PRESENT TO DAVID. [1095-975 B.C. 

Then Abigail made haste, and got ready a large present for 
David, of -loaves, and -wine, and sheep ready dressed, parched 
corn, -raisins, and-figs, and sent her servants on before her, and 
went to meet David. She acknowledged the -iniquity of her 
husband, but said she wished to prevent David avenging him- 
self by shedding blood, that this might be no grief to him 
when he became ruler over Israel. David -accepted her pre- 
sent, and said, " Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which sent 
thee this day to meet me : and blessed be thy advice, and 
blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day from coming to 
shed blood, and avenging myself with mine own hand." So 
David received of her hand that whiah she had brought him, 
and said unto her, " Go up in peace to thine house ; see I 
have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Nabal—' fool.' 

Abigail — * father of joy.' 

churlish — selfish; greedy; of an un- 
social disposition. 

evil — besotted ; given to wine and 
other indulgences, while the claims of 
the poor and needy were utterly dis- 
regarded. 

oak — this he did in the most courteous 
manner, not making a demand, which 
mo»t men in his circumstances would 
have done. 1 Sam. xxv. 6. 

protected — Nabal's flock* being num- 
erous were much exposed in this open 
and unappropriated territory ; David 
not only forbad his own men from 
committing depredations upon them, 
but kept off others who might, have 
made them a prey. For such protection, 
David and his m<'U were justly entitled 
to a liberal acknowledgement. 

raited on — abused; insulted; 1 Sam. 
xxv. 10,11. 

very good — this was the effect of 
good leadership; these men were not 
bHfcr than others, bul the influence and 
example of David swayed them to act 
uj.rijrtitly. 

hurl — power — so often wantonly 
abused, was gentle in David's hands. 



missed — nothing was stolen ; notwith- 
standing the large number of persons of 
different characters, and all in needy 
circumstances. 

loaves — they were very large, and the 
number, two hundred, wns great. 

wine — this liquor was expressed 
from the grapes by being put into a 
large trough having bars at the bottom, 
and then trampled upon by two or more 
persons. As the vine grew abundantly 
in Canaan, so was wine much used. 
Abigail's present included two bottles 
of wine; each of these bottles was made 
of the entire skin of an animal, conse- 
quently the quantity sent was con- 
siderable. 

sheep — these animals constituted the 
chief wealth of the patriarchs, and 
many of the Israelites in Canaan. To 
dress an entire sheep, when its entrails 
and skin were removed was of frequent 
occurrence in these primitive times. 
Five sheep thus prepared were included 
in Abigail's present. 

parchert corn — this was considered 
an agreeable reprst, and consisted, it is 
supposed, of new corn, roasted and 
eaten in its unripe and juicy state. The 
Israelite* partooU of t orn thus prepared 
| at (iilgal when tlie manna had ceased 
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PERIOD V.] " THE VAIN HOPES 

falling. Lesson 30, 'corn.' Five 
measures, or one hundred pints were 
supplied to Dnvid by Abigail. 

raisins — dried grapes; the villager* 
hang (he grapes in clusters on the sides 
of their houses, or spread them on 
blankets on the roofs to dry. They 
were much used in cookery. Abigail 
brought David two-hundred clusters. 

Jigs — the fig-tree abounded in Ca- 
naan ; its branches rose high and wide, 
and its leaves were broad. The fig-tree 
bore fruit three times a year. The early 
tig in June, which falls as soon as it is 
ripe ; the summer fig, in August, which 
is the early tig in a state of^naturity; 
an! the winter fig in October; these 
Inst were the largest. They were dried 
in masses and compressed, to form large 



OF THE WICKED." 

cakes ; two-hundred of these cakes of 
figs were presented by Abigail to David. 

iniquity — his injustice and demerit. 

to prevent — her prudence and fore- 
sight are here pre-eminent, as well as 
her desire to protect her husband from 
David's anger. 

accepted— not only was he won upon 
by her beauty, but he also admired her 
prudence, and felt thankful, for being 
thus prevented from act ine revengefully ; 
in accepting her presents he praised God 
for his gracious interposition. 1 Sam. 
xxv. 82. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

Carmki. — a small town or village in 
the northern mountains of Judah. 



THE VAIN HOPES OF THE WICKED. 

The msb may rise where waters flow, 
And flags beside the stream ; 

But soon their verdure fades and dies 
Before the scorching beam. 

So is the sinner's hope cut off ; 

Or if it transient rise, 
Tis like the spider's airy web, 

From every breath that flies. 

Fix'd on his house, he leans ; his house, 

And all its props decay ; 
He holds it fast ; but while he holds, 

The tottering frame gives way. 

Fair in his garden to the sun 
His boughs with verdure smile ; 

And, deeply tixM, his spreading roots 
Unshaken stand awhile. 

But forth the sentence flies from heaven, 
That sweeps him from his place ; 

Which then denies him for its lord, 
Nor owns it knew his face. 

Lo ! this the joy of wicked men, 
Who heaven's high laws despise ; 

They quickly fall ; and in their room, 
As quickly others rise. 
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1 Samuel xxv. 36-xxviii. 2. 

When Abigail returned home Nabal was -feasting in his 
house, and he was very drunken ; wherefore she told him 
nothing of David's anger, and his determination to slay Nabal, 
till the morning. But in the morning when Nabal was sober, 
his wife told him all that had occurred, on hearing which -his 
heart died within him, and he became as a stone. In about 
ten days after, he died. When David heard that he was dead, 
he sent messengers to Abigail to commune with her, and after- 
wards he took her to wife. Saul had given Michal to another. 
The Ziphites again discovered David to Saul ; and Saul went 
with three thousand -chosen men of Israel, to seek David in the 
Wilderness of Ziph. When David knew in very deed that 
Saul had come into the wilderness, he sent out spies to watch 
him. And David went down at night and saw the place where 
Saul lay and those that were with him ; so he returned to his 
men and said, " Who will go with me to Saul's -camp ?" And 
•Abishai consented to go down. They went down and -found 
Saul sleeping, and his guards sleeping round him. Abishai 
then said to David, " God hath delivered thine enemy into 
thy hand this day, now therefore -let me smite him, I pray 
thee, with the spear even to the earth at once, and -I will not 
smite him the second time ;" but David forbade him, saying, 
" Destroy him not, for who can stretch forth his hand against 
the Lord s anointed, and be -guiltless." David told him to -take 
away the -spear and the -cruse of water from Saul's bolster. 

David then went to the -top of a hill afar off, and reproved 
•Abner for not keeping a better -watch over the king's life ; 
he said, " As the Lord liveth, -ye are worthy to die, because 
ye have not kept your master, the Lord's anointed." He also 
shewed him the king's spear and the cruse of water. Saul 
confessed his sin against David, saying, €< I have sinned ; 
•return my son David : for I will no more do thee harm, be- 
cause my -soul was precious in thine eyes this day." And' 
David answered and said, " Behold the king's spear ! and let 
one of the young men come over and fetch it. The Lord 
•render to every man his -righteousness and his faithfulness : for 
the Lord delivered thee into my hand to-day, but I would not 
stretch forth mine hand against the Lord's anointed. And 
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PERIOD V.] DAVID ABIDES AT ZIKLAG. 



behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine eyes, so 
let my life be much set by in the eyes -of the Lord, and -let 
him deliver me out of all tribulation." Then Saul said to 
David, " Blessed be thou, my son David : thou shalt both do 
great things, and also shalt still -prevail." 

David then fled with his six-hundred men to Achish, the 
king of Gath. When this was told Saul he sought David no 
more. Achish gave David Ziklag to dwell in, and David 
dwelt there a year and four months. David invaded -many 
enemies of Israel while he abode at Ziklag, but he told Achish 
that he had invaded enemies of the Philistines. Achish 
thought David had thus made Israel to abhor him. At this 
time the Philistines made preparations for war against Israel ; 
and Achish -engaged David to go with the Philistine army to 
fight against Israel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



feasting— the ingathering of the bar- 
vest, which lasted about six weeks, was 
a season of great festivity ; but Nabal 
far exceeded the bounds of moderation, 
for he drank himself into a state of 
brutish insensibility. 

his heart died— though the danger had 
passed, his imbecile mind sunk under 
the idea that he had so narrowly 
escnped destruction. 

chosen — so determined was Saul on 
David's ruin that he selected men well- 
qualified for scouring the wilderness in 
search of him; the number seemed 
more than enough for such an expedi- 
tion, but Saul provided against every 
humnn possibility of David's escape. 

cam p — the military camps in eastern 
countries, as well as those of merchants, 
are generally arranged in the circular 
form. The outer circle is formed by 
the aid of cords fastened to stakes 
• driven in the ground, to which the 
camels, asses, and other animals are 
tied ; within this circle the baggage is 
, piled, forming a shelter or rampart to 
the whole party, who bivouac within, 
leaving a large* space in the centre for 
the tent, and other conveniences of the 
chief. 

Ahnhni—' father of gifts ;' he was 
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David's nephew, and one of the chief 
of his mighty men. 

found — though it was night, the well- 
understood mode of arranging camps 
for the night enabled David and 
Abishai quickly to discover the spot 
where Saul lay. 

let me — on a former occasion (Lesson 
49) David's men urged him to slay 
Saul, but he refused, saying, *' I will 
not put forth my hand against my lord 
now Abishai solicits permission of 
David to perpetrate the deed himself, 
but the "man after God's own heart" 
rejected the request with firmness. 

/ will not, ifc. — lest that should be 
esteemed dishonourable and revengeful. 

guiltless — those who endeavour to 
free themselves from tyrannical rule by 
the assassination of their oppressors, 
draw down upon themselves and their 
cause the guilt of blood, which always 
brings its own retribution. David 
therefore restrained himself from un- 
justifiable acts, believing, that as long as 
it was God's will to permit the crueJ 
aud ungrateful Saul to reigrn over Israel, 
it would he an act of rebellion against 
God to endeavour to bring (hat reigu to 
a close by violent measures. 
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take away— it was and is still a custom 
in the East to fix a spear beside a great, 
man when reposing, and also when 
merely resting on a journey. 

*P««r — this weapon was generally of 
considerable length; the spears now 
used by the Arabs are about fifteen 
feel long; some of the Grecian spears 
were ranch longer. To one end of the 
spear °a stout iron spike, sometimes 
barbed, was attached, the other end 
was shod with metal, that it might not 
be injured when stuck into the ground. 

cruse — in oriental countries it is a 
common practice when retiring to rest 
to place at hand a small vessel con- 
taining water to drink during the night. 

top of a hill — it was no doubt suffi- 
ciently distant, and probably not easy of 
access, so that Saul's best pursuers 
would find it impossible to overtake 
David; this is evident from the fact 
that no attempt was made to capture 
him. 

Aimer—' father of light ;' he was the 
son of Ner, and a near relative of Saul ; 
h»* was a general in Saul's army and 
served him faithfully. 

watch — the responsibility of making 
proper arrangements for Saul's protec- 
tion lay upon Abner; but the subordi- 
nate officers should not have neglected 
their important duty to watch. 

ye— including all those in command. 
kept — preserved from the approach of 
others. 

return — David feared to take Saul at 
bis word ; he knew full well that his 
goodness was like the early dew that 
passes away. 

soul— life. 

precious— of value ; esteemed. 

render — David's praver is for a blessed 
reward to the faithful, not a prayer for 
pnnishraent on his persecutor. 

righteousness — David does not utter 
maledictions upon Saul ; he only pre- 
sents a prayer that God would reward 
him for his righteousness in refusing to 
take advantHge of his enemy, and for 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1095-975 B.C. 



his faithfulness in still firmly adhering 
to Saul's interest — not setting up coun- 
terclaims to thekingdom,in doing which 
many would be found to support him. 

set by — respected ; valued ; prized. 

of the Lord — his confidence was alone 
in (iod; Saul's promise of ceasing to do 
him hnrm was not thought of by David. 

let him— while David trusted in the 
Lord lor deliverance, he did not pre- 
sumptuously rush into dangnr; he 
avoided his pursuers as best he could. 

prevail— succeed ; rise above all 
opposition. 

jled— this was the result of an over- 
whelming fit of despondency, when he 
exclaimed, " I shall one day perish bv 
the hand of Saul.'* 

Achish — it is supposed by some that 
this is not the Achish before whom he 
feigned himself mad; Lesson 48, 
* feigned;' it has been conjectured too 
that Achish hearing of the enmity of 
Saul towards David, who was every 
where talked of as the future king of 
Israel, deemed it a matter of policy to 
afford him protection, so as to alienate 
him from his country. 

he sought, tfc. — implying that he 
would have sought for him had he re- 
mained in his dominions. 

many enemies — they were chiefly 
Amalekites, against whom God's de- 
nunciation had long before been pro- 
nounced. Lesson 21, * utterly\' 

engaged— the answer of David to the 
proposal of Achish wns equivocal. 
1 Sam. xxviii. 1,2. From David's well- 
known devotion to his own people, and 
from his conduct while at Ziklag, he 
might have brought some signal dis- 
honour on himself had not the Philistine 
princes caused him to return; for it 
<*annot be supposed that David would 
have fought against the Israelites. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Ziklag— a city of the Philistines in 
Simeon, which Achish gave to David ns 
a place of refuse from Saul ; from this 
city David invaded the Philistines. 
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THE DRUNKARD. 

Who hath Draw lings? who hath sorrows? 

Who hath deep remorse of soul? 
He that frenzied pleasure borrows 

From the intoxicating bowl : 
Though a moment's joy it bring him, 

It shall be delusive joy ; 
It shall like an adder sting him, 

Like a serpent shall destroy. 

He shall wake from dreams of gladness, 

Dreams as false as they are fair, 
With a burning heart of madness, 

That its anguish cannot bear: 
He shall rush in terror from it, 

Like a moth into the fire, 
Like a dog unto its vomit; 

Like a swine into the mire. 

Till his worldly wealth shall fly him, 

Like a bird upon the wing; 
Till his nearest kin deny him, 

As a vile and noxious thing; 
Till his shivering body pineth 

To a gaunt and ghastly shade; 
Till his wretched head reclineth 

Where unhallow'd bones are laid. 

W. Knox. 



52. SAUL CONSULTS A WITCH AT ENDOR. 
1 Samuel xxviii. 3-25. 
And Saul gathered all Israel together, to go to fight against 
the Philistines; but when he saw the great -host of the 
Philistines which was assembled against him he was afraid 
and -his heart trembled. The Philistines encamped in Shunem 
and the Israelites in Mount Gilboa. Now -Samuel, the pro- 
phet, was dead ; -the priests had been slain by Saul's own com- 
mand, at Nob ; Saul had no vision from God to instruct him ; 
no priest to ask counsel of God for him ; no prophets to guide 
him ; so in his terror and perplexity of mind, he went at 
night, and in disguise, to -consult a -witch, who lived at Eftdor. 
She told him that Saul had -forbidden -divination. He pro- 
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SAMUEL'S MESSAGE TO SAUL. [1095-975 B.C. 



mised that no punishment should visit her. She asked him 
whom she should bring up. He desired her to bring up 
Samuel. She -then knew Saul, and cried aloud from her fear, 
•when she saw an old man before her. She described his 
appearance to Saul, who said it was Samuel ; and Saul 
•stooped, with his face to the ground, and -bowed himself. And 
•Samuel said unto Saul, " Why hast thou -disquieted me, to 
•bring me up P" And Saul answered, " I am sore distressed, 
for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed 
from me, and answereth me no more, -neither by prophets, 
nor by dreams, therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest 
make known unto me what I shall do ?" Then said Samuel, 
" Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lord is 
departed from thee, and is become thine enemy P And the 
Lord hath done as he spake by me : for the Lord hath rent 
the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, 
even to David : because thou obeyedst not the voice of the 
Lord, -nor executedst his -fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore 
hath the Lord done this thing unto thee this day. Moreover 
the Lord will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the 
Philistines : and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be -with 
me : the Lord also shall deliver the host of Israel into the 
hand of the Philistines." Then Saul fell straightway all along 
on the earth, and was sore afraid, because of the words of 
Samuel : and there was -no strength in him ; for he had eaten 
no bread all the day, nor all the night. And the woman, 
seeing that Saul was sore troubled, came and said unto him, 
" Behold, thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have 
•put rny life in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy words 
which thou spakest unto me. Now therefore, I pray thee, 
hearken thou also unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let 
me set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, that thou 
mayest have strength, when thou goest on thy way." But he 
refused; however his servants with the woman -compelled 
him to arise and to -sit upon the bed. The woman also hasted 
to -kill and -dress a fat calf, which she had, and to make 'un- 
leavened cakes ; when Saul and his men had eaten, they 
arose and departed that night. 
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PERIOD IV.] NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



host — army. 

his heart trembled — this phrase is 
beautifully descriptive of the terror 
which had fallen on a man endowed with 
great natural courage. 

Samuel — Lesson 49, * lamented.' 

the priests — Lesson 49, * slew.' 

vision — Lesson 7, * vision.' 

perplexity — confusion ; bewilderment ; 
not knowing what to do. 

disguise— he changed his clothing, 
and concealed his features. 

consult — ask counsel of; the asking 
counsel of one who had a familiar spirit 
is assigned as one of the reasons for 
SauPs untimely end. 1 Chron. x. 13. 
Thus Saul's crime was the instrument 
of his punishment. 

witch — a woman who pretended to 
supernatural power ; as a necromancer 
she professed to obtain, for those who 
consulted her, answers from tbeir de- 
ceased friends and relatives. Witchcraft 
included other pretensions, as the curing 
of diseases, driving away evil spirits, 
and foretelling future events. Men who 
practised these arts were called wizards. 
The sin of witchcraft is severely de- 
nounced in the scriptures of the old and 
new Testaments ; and those who coun- 
tenance such pretenders partake in their 
wickedness. Exod. xxii. 18; Lev. xx.6; 
Gal. v. 20. 

forbidden— in his better days he had 
not only forbidden the practice of witch- 
ernft, but he had put to death those who 
followed it, so that the practice of the 
art was dangerous. 

divination — absurd arts resorted to by 
deceivers who led the people to believe 
that they possessed a mysterious and 
superhuman knowledge of future events. 
Such arts are frequently denounced in 
the new Testament ; they have been 
practised in all ages and among all 
nations, barbarous and civilized, more 
especially among the heathens. Some 
relics of these arts have descended to 
our own times, and are practised by 
fortune-tellers, astrologers, and * wise 
men,' who pretend to discover lost or 
stolen property. Wherever, or by whom- 
soaver practised, the word of God expli- 



citly and awfully condemns them. Dent, 
xviii. 9-14 ; Jer. xiv. 14. 

then — she either guessed who he was 
because he asked for Samuel, or she 
received some intimation from God to 
that effect. 

when she saw, $c. — the appearance 
was real and unexpected by the woman. 
She knew that she had no power over 
the invisible world, and that she had 
never held communication with departed 
spirits ; her arts were those of fraud & 
deception, while she led her foolish 
inquirers to believe that she saw and 
spoke to those they called for. How 
terrified then must she have been to 
find, that. God had really vouchsafed a 
vision of Samuel to announce to Saul 
his impending doom. 

stooped — bowed — bent his body and 
his knees. Saul paid him reverence as 
if he actually saw him. 

Samuel said — God had sent Samuel 
to bear his message of wrath to Snnl, 
but not by means of the necromancer; 
she had nothing to do in bringing to 
pass this solemn vision. 

disquieted — Samuel grieved for Saul 
when he dwelt on earth, he would 
therefore feel disquietude at haviig to 
return as the bearer of such a fearful 
sentence. There can be no doubt that, 
notwithstanding the perfection of bliss 
into which the spirits of good men enter 
after this life, if they were sent lack 
with messages of woe their spirits 
would be disquieted. 

bring me up — not that Samuel's tody 
was actually raised, the vision is pre- 
sented in accordance with the expecta- 
tion of Saul. 

neither by prophets — here God per- 
mitted the vision of a departed prophet 
to come to confirm what he had spoken 
on earth. 

nor executedst — his first act of dis- 
obedience, though to human judgment 
almost excusable, is that to which 
Samuel attributes SauPs present dis- 
astrous condition. We should beware 
of the first incitements to sin. 

fierce wrath — how hideous must be the 
character and conduct of that peopk» 
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"SAMUEL APPEARING TO SAUL." [1095-975 B.C. 



when God, ' whose tender mercies are 
over all his works,' required their 
complete extinction as the only way of 
appeasing the fierceness of his wrath. 

with me — in the world of spirits 
while his body would lie on the exposed 
ground a mangled spectacle to his 
victorious enemies. 

no strength, ifc. — he had fasted — he 
had felt extreme anxiety, bnt without 
repentance — he had been in the presence 
of a messenger from the invisible world 
—he had heard his doom and that of his 
sons pronounced — he was bereft of his 
self-possession, and his physical powers 
failed him. 

put my life — a phrase denoting the 
extreme risk she had encountered, when 
she admitted to Saul that she practised 
those fraudulent arts which the law 
condemned, and which he had severely 
punished. 

compelled — forced him by pressing 
appeals, and personal assistance. 



sit — against the sides of eastern 
houses benches about a foot or a foot 
and a half high, and Ihree feet wide, are 
raised, upon which coarse mattresses are 
spread for sleeping upon; these benches 
are also used lor seats. 

kill — probably she commanded an 
attendant to do it. 

dress — to dress an entire animal was 
not uncommon. Lesson 50, 4 sheep.' 

unleavened — without yeast ; they were 
cakes of flour and water only, baked 
before the fire, or upon hot embers. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Shunem— a town of lssachar,near 
Jezreel, which was frequently visited by 
the prophet Elisha. 

Gilboa — projecting heap;' a ridge 
of mountains in Issachar, and near Jez- 
reel ; celebrated as the scene ot Saul's 
last battle with the Philistines. 

EN dor — a town of western Manasseh, 
a few miles south of Mount Tabor. 



SAMUEL APPEARING TO SAUL. 

"THEN SAID THE WOMAN, WHOM SHALL I BRING UP UNTO THEE? AND HE SAID, 
BRING ME UP SAMUEL." 

She spake, when lo! before their wondering eyes, 
The aged prophet stood in reverend guise, 
Such as when once the chosen land he sway'd, 
And Israel's sons his well-known voice obey'd, 
His drooping head with hoary locks was crowned; 
And a large mantle fell his limbs around ; 
And yet that shining brow was not of man, 
And all unearthly thus the accents ran : — 

"Why hast thou disquieted me! 

"Art thou come my help to crave? 
" The Lord himself thy enemy, 

"Who thy guilty head shall save?" 
Fallen pomp, and glories all, 
Fallen is thy throne, OSaul! 

" Knew'st thou not the Lord's command, 

"Cruel Amalek to slay? 
"Another spoils thy sceptred land, 

" Another bears thy crown away." 
Fallen pomp, and glories all, 
Fallen is thy throne, O Saul ! 
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"Tomorrow, and the work is done, 

" Tomorrow, Israel's host will flee ; 
"Tomorrow, must thy course be run; 

"Thou and thy sons shall he with me!" 

Fallen pomp, and glories all, 

Fallen is thy throne, O Saul. 

Rev. £. D. Jackson. 



53. DAVID SPOILS THE AMALEKITES. 
1 Samuel xxix-xxxi. 

The army of the Philistines assembled at Aphek, while the 
Israelites pitched by a fountain in Jezreel. And the lords of 
the Philistines passed on by hundreds and thousands, but 
David and his men marched in the -rereward with Achish. 
When the lords of the Philistines saw David and his men, 
they were displeased with Achish, and they said unto him, 
" Make this fellow return to his place, which thou hast appoint- 
ed him, and let him not go down with us to battle, lest he be 
an 'adversary to us." Then Achish 'commended David, but 
told him that the lords favoured him not. David and his men 
departed early in the morning to Ziklag, and the army of the 
Philistines went up to Jezreel. When David came to Ziklag, 
he found that the Amalekites -had plundered and burned the 
city. He first inquired of the Lord, and then pursued them 
with his six-hundred men. Two-hundred of them became 
•faint at the brook Besor and abode there. An Egyptian who 
had been a -servant to an Amalekite, brought David and his 
men to the camp. David -smote them all, save four-hundred 
young men who escaped on camels ; he also -recovered the 
women and children, and all the -spoil of Ziklag. And when 
they came to the 200 men who staid from faintness at the 
brook Besor, some among the 400 refused to -share the spoil 
with them ; but David said it should not be so, but all should 
partake alike. And David sent -presents of the spoil taken 
from the Amalekites to his friends in the land of Israel. 

The Philistines fought against Israel at Gilboa ; the 
Israelites fled, and many were slain in the Mount of Gilboa. 
Among the slain were Jonathan, Abinadab, and Melchi-shua, 
Saul's sons, and Saul was sorely wounded. Saul wanted his 
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DEATH OF SAUL AND HIS SONS. [1095-975 B.C. 

armour-bearer to. 'thrust his sword through his body, but he 
was sore afraid and would not. Saul then took a sword, and 
fell upon it. His armour-bearer also fell upon his sword, and 
died with Saul. 

And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of 
the valley, and they that were on the other side Jordan, saw 
that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were 
dead, they forsook their cities, and fled ; and the Philistines 
came and dwelt in them. And on the morrow, when the 
Philistines came to -strip the slain, they -found the bodies of 
Saul and his three sons on Mount Grilboa. And they -cut ofF 
his head, and stripped off his -armour, and sent into the land of 
the Philistines round about, to publish it in the house of their 
idols, and among the people. And they put his armour in 
the house of Ashtaroth : and they -fastened his body to the 
wall of Bethshan. 

When the -inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that which 
the Philistines had done to Saul ; all the valiant men arose, 
and went all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies 
of his sons from the wall of Bethshan, and came to Jabesh, 
and -burnt them there. And they took their bones, and buried 
them -under a tree at Jabesh, and -fasted seven days. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

rereward — behind the rest ; David and without having first inquired of the Lord ; 
his men formed the last of the companies now he feels himself in such trouble that 
under the command of Achish. , Divine counsel and aid can alone avail. 

thufeUou>—* contemptuous and offensive ' Abiathar, the priest, the son of Ahimelech, 
epithet. David exposed himself to tempta- witn hi m. 

tion and to insult when he hastily renounc- | faint — weak ; unable to proceed, because 
ed the protection of God in the wilderness of their march from Ziklag to Aphek, and 
of Engedi for that of Achish, the Philistine their rapid return. 

king ' servant— he was a slave, a captive of one 
adverfarp—an opponent. of this Amalekite horde; in the hasty 

commended — praised ; applauded. retreat of the Amalekites with the spoils of 

had plundered— they took advantage of his Ziklag, this slave had fallen sick, and was 
absence to retaliate, by plundering and unable to keep up with the party, so he was 
burning Ziklag, and taking captives all the left » either to perish, or to do what best he 
women and children. °° uld for himself. This inhuman act of 

^V^-the error of David in rushing the Amalekite, was speedily visited with an 
intoYhese circumstances of temptation and , °™rwhelming retribution, 
trial, in the land of the Philistines, resulted j smote—he found them in a state of dis- 
no doubt from a hastily formed decision, order and quite unprepared for an attack ; 
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PERIOD V.] " THE FIELD 

he therefore speedily routed them, slaying 
with the sword as many as did not escape. 
Lesson 21, 'utterly.' 

recovered— got back ; it was not usual in 
their wars to destroy women and children 
but to retain them as slaves. 

spoil— goods taken from an opposing 
party ; the despoiling of one party is the 
enriching of another. David recovered not 
only the goods which they had taken from 
Ziklag, but much additional booty belong- 
ing to the Amalekites themselves. 

share —David's natural love of justice 
prevailed over the injustice which some of 
his rude soldiers would have willingly 
committed. 

presents— the presents sent by David 
prove that his heart was with his own 
people, and also that the spoils obtained 
from the Amalekites were very great 

armour-bearer — h is faithful follower, 
whose name is not recorded. Jewish tradi- 
tions say he was Doeg, the Edomite. 

thrust — a similar request was made by 
Abimelech at Thebez, when he found that 
a stone cast upon him by a woman would 
inevitably cause his death. Lesson 38, 
• fortress.' 

fell upon it — suicide in eastern countries 
is of such race occurrence that it becomes a 
proof in Saul's case of his mental and moral 
imbecility. Doubtless his mind shrunk 
from the grievous indignities whioh the 
Philistines would inflict on him if they 
found him alive. 

strip the slain— clothing being costly, and 
not so easily procurable as in our day, the 
spoils of the dead and wounded after a 
battle were of considerable importance to 
the victors. 

found— they were distinguishable by their 
size and their clothing; their personal 



OF GILBOA." 

appearance must also have been known to 
many of the Philistines. 

cut off—a, common trophy of war ; David 
cut off Goliath *8 head. Lesson 46. 

armour— this was dedicated to their idol 
as an expression of gratitude for their 
victory, and of devotion to their goddess. 
Lesson 33, 'Ashtaroth.' The practice of 
depositing banners and standards obtained 
from an enemy in time of war in churches, 
has come down to our own times. 

fastened — by large hooks upon which 
criminals were hanged, according to eastern 
customs. 

inhabitants, t}c— this is a pleasing instance 
of the gratitude which the men of Jabesh- 
gilead, felt towards their deliverer. 

burnt — the practise of burning the dead 
which prevailed among many of the nations 
of antiquity, was not common among the 
Hebrews. The men of Jabesh resorted to 
it, no doubt, in order to secure the remains 
of those unhappy princes from further 
exposure and insult. This is the first 
mention we have of the practice in Israel, 
but afterwards it became somewhat 
general till the time of the return from 
the Babylonish Captivity. 

under a tree— that is that their graves 
might be afterwards recognized. 

fasted— in season of affliction it was a 
religious duty in Israel to abstain from 
food. These fasts were strictly observed, 
and during their continuance every species 
of gratification and pleasure was avoided. 
GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Aphek — the place at which the Philis- 
tines encamped in the valley of JezreeL 

Bksor— a brook which falls into the 
Mediterranean Sea south of Gaza. 

Bkthshan— ' house of rest ;* a city in 
Western Manasseh, not far from thm 
Jordan, also called Scythopolis. 



THE FIELD OF GILBOA. 

"THEY FOUND SAUL AND HIS THREE SONS FALLEN IN MOUNT GILBOA/ 

The sun of the morning look'd forth from his throne, 

And beam'd on the face of the dead and the dying ; 
For the yell of the strife, like the thunder had flown, 
And red on Gilboa the carnage was lying. 
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And there lay the husband that lately was prest 
To the beautiful cheek that was tearless and ruddy ; 

But the claws of the eagle were fix'd in his breast, 
And the beak of the vulture was busy and bloody. 

And there lay the son of the widow'd and sad, 
Who yesterday went from her dwelling for ever; 

Now the wolf of the hills a sweet carnival had, 
On the delicate limb that had ceas'd not to quiver ! 

And there came the daughter, the delicate child, 
To hold up the head that was breathless and hoary ; 

And there came the maiden, all frantic and wild, 
To kiss the lov'd lips that were gasping and gory. 

And there came the consort that struggled in vain 
To stem the red tide, of a spouse that bereft her ; 

And there came the mother that sunk mid the slain, 
To weep o'er the last human stay that was left her! 

Oh! bloody Gilboa! a curse ever lie 

Where the king and his people were slaughter'd together ; 
May the dew and the rain leave thy herbage to die, 

Thy flocks to decay, and thy forests to wither ! 



54. DAVID'S LAMENT. HE IS ANOINTED KING. 



Two days after David had recovered the spoil of Ziklag, a 
man came to him out of the camp of Saul and informed him of 
Saul's death, and that of Jonathan. As David questioned him, 
he -acknowledged that, at Saul's desire, he had slain him after 
he had fallen ; and he -brought Saul's -crown and -bracelet to 
David. Then David mourned and wept, and fasted till even. 
David again questioned the young man, and said, " How ! 
wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the 
Lord's anointed ?" And he told one of his young men to fall 
on him, and slay him. The man was an Amalekite. 

David then lamented greatly for Saul and Jonathan, 
saying, " The -beauty of Israel is slain upon thy -high 
places : how are the -mighty fallen ! Tell it not in Gat A, 
•publish it not in the streets of Askelon; lest the -daughters of 
the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised 
•triumph. Ye mountains of Gilboa, -let there be no dew, 



W. Knox. 



2 Samuel i-ii. 7. 
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PERIOD V.] DAVID ANOINTED KING AT HEBRON. 

neither let there be rain upon you, nor -fields of offerings ; for 
there the -shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield 
of Saul, as though he had not been anointed with oil. Saul 
and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in 
their death they were not divided." He said of Jonathan, 
" How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle ! 0 
Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places. I am distressed 
for thee my brother Jonathan ; very pleasant hast thou beeD 
unto me : -thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love 
of women. How are the mighty fallen !" 

David -inquired of the Lord, saying, " Shall I go up into 
any of the cities of Judah ?" And the Lord said unto him, 
" Go up." And David said, " Whither shall I go up ?" And he 
said, " Unto Hebron." So David went up thither, and his men 
that were with him, every man with his household : and they 
dwelt in the cities of Hebron. And the men sf Judah came, 
and there they anointed David king over the -house of Judah. 
And they told David that the -men of Jabesh-gilead were 
they that -buried Saul. And David sent messengers unto 
the men of Jabesh-gilead, and said unto them, " Blessed be ye 
of the Lord, that ye have shewed this kindness unto your 
lord, even unto Saul, and have buried him. And now the 
Lord shew kindness and truth unto you ; and -I also will re- 
quite you this kindness, because ye have done this thing. 
Therefore now let your hands be strengthened, and be ye 
valiant : for your master Saul is dead, and also the house of 
Judah have anointed me --king over them." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



acknowledged— thinking that he would be 
rewarded by David for his tidings, he 
accused himself of a crime of which he 
had not been guilty. 

brought— he had been among the first to 
discover the bodies of Saul and his sons, 
and finding the jewels upon the slain, he 
brought thgm to David, having previously 
concocted the story he related. 

crown — probably a metallic band studded 
with gold aud jewels, worn round the 
lower part of Saul's helmet. Many of the 
war-crowns in ancient times were no more 
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than bands bearing marks denoting the 
dignity of the wearer. 

bracelet— bracelets were generally worn 
above the elbow, and were recognised as 
badges of royalty; they were richly em- 
broidered and jewelled ; those worn by the 
present king of Persia are valued at nearly 
a million of British money. 

beauty qf Israel— referring to the moral 
beauty of Jonathan's character, whose 
tenderness, fidelity, and magnanimity of 
soul rendered him an object of admiration 
to all Israel 
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high placet— Mount Gilboa ; mountains of 
Israel ; " O Jonathan, thou wast slain upon 
thine own mountains." 

mighty — Lesson 45 records one of Jona- 
than's mighty exploits. 

publish — to make a thing known by public 
announcement. 

daughters — it was the practice for the 
young women in times of successful war to 
assemble in companies, and chant the 
praises of their victorious friends, and the 
downfal of their enemies. Lessen 47, 
4 answered.' 

triumph— rejoice, shout with joy. 

let — no dew, Sfc — a striking malediction, 
expressive of the poignancy of David's 
grief. The fruitfulness of the earth de- 
pends upon heaven. The worst thing 
David could wish to the mountains of 
Gilboa was barrenness. 

fiddt of offerings— The fruitfulness of 
earth must be devoted to heaven — neither 
by pasture, nor cultivation, should Gilboa 
yield the offerings prescribed by the law. 

shield, 8fc — as if he had not been a king, 
but a common soldier. 

thy love to me, #c — at this time Michal 
was married to another, while Jonathan's 
love to David only ended with his life. 

inquired — before taking any important 
step, David endeavoured to ascertain his 
course by asking counsel of God. 

house o/Judah— the tribe of Judah had 
become so numerous and powerful, that the 
distinction between it and the other tribes, 
which took place at the commencement of 
itehoboam's reign, began now to appear. 



tm of— SauTs reign commenced with an 
expedition for their succour, when Nahash, 
the Ammonite, besieged them ; this 
assistance they never forgot. Lesson 44. 

&imVd —to remain unburied was esteemed 
a calamity of no ordinary kind, as well as 
highly dishonouring. The natural feelings 
of respect for the remains of a deceased 
friend suggest the propriety of decent and 
solemn attention to the offices of burial, 
For a body to remain exposed to the beasts 
and birds of prey, who would in a few 
hours reduce it to a skeleton, would be 
quite ignominious; hence when David 
replied to Goliath's challenge he said, " I 
will smite thee and take thine head from 
thee, and I will give the carcases of the 
host of the Philistines this day unto the 
fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of 
the earth." Less. 63, 'tenderly,* 85, « dogs.' 

I will— what a noble spirit of forgiveness 
and forgetfulness of injuries is here exem- 
plified by David ! He promises to reward 
the men of Jabesh for their respectful and 
dutiful regard to the remains of his greatest 
enemy. Lesson 53, • inhabitants.' 

king— the tribe to which David belonged 
— Judah, was the first to raise him to that 
dignity to which he was appointed ; Less. 45, 
• anointed.' There were now two rival 
claims to the kingdom of Israel, the house 
of David and that of Saul. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Gath and Askklon— two of the most 
famed cities of the Philistines; Gath is 
frequently mentioned in the wars of the 
Israelites against the Philistines; Askelon 
was a maritime city, on the shores of the 
Mediterranean. 



DAVID'S LAMENT OVER SAUL AND JONATHAN. 

"THE BEAUTY OF ISRAEL 18 SLAIN.. .HOW ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN.*, 

Weep for thine offspring, childless Israe), weep; 

Slain on their mountains, strength and beauty lie; 
Fallen are the mighty, to her native steep 

As turns the wounded antelope to die. 
Oh, let not Ascalon our grief proclaim, 

Nor Gath the burden of our sorrow know; 
Ueat their proud daughters glory in our shame, 

And misbelieving triumph mock our woe. 
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No sheaves of offering In thy valleys swell, 

No dews, Gilboa, fertilize thy field! 
Parch'd be thy summit, where the mighty fell, 

Where hands anointed cast away their shield ! 

From Saul how keenly flash'd the lifted blade! 

How strong the bow from Jonathan recoil'd ! 
Their arms the warrior's boldest breast dismay'd, 

The proud discomfited, the wealthy spoil'd. 

One in their lives where fame and friendship led, 

One undivided couch in death they find, 
Foil'd by their prowess, cowering lions fled, 

And toil-worn eagles flagg'd their speed behind. 

Weep ye for Saul, whose bounteous hand, and brave, 
On beauty lavish'd spoils which valour gain'd, 

Daughters of Israel, weep for him who gave 
Gold wrought with jewels, vests with purple stain'd! 

Fall'n are the mighty ! war has rear'd their tomb ; 

On his own mountains Jonathan is slain: 
What pangs, my brother, waken at thy doom! 

Thine heart, how loving, how belov'd again ! 

For me thy friendship burn'd with purer flame, 
Than glows the bridal bosom for her lord ! — 

Fallen are the mighty I Israel mourn thy shame ; 
War's spear is shatter^ — blunted is his sword! 

Smedley. 



55. ISHBOSHETH PROCLAIMED KING. 
2 Samuel ii. 8-iv. 
Abner, the captain of Saul's host, took -Tshbosheth, the 
remaining son of Saul, and brought him to Mahanaim in 
Gilead ; and there proclaimed him king over Gilead, and over 
all Israel ; but the house of Judah followed David. Soon after, 
the -servants of Ishbosheth and the servants of David met 
together at the pool of Gibeon. -Twelve of each party arose to 
fight at Abner's -desire ; and they caught every one his fellow 
by the -head, and thrust his sword in his fellow's side ; so they 
fell down together : wherefore that place was called Helkatn- 
Hazzurim. And there was a very -sore battle that day : and 
Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before the ser- 
vants of David. Three sons of -Zeruiah were there — Juak 
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•Abishai, and -Asahel ; and Asahel was as light of foot as a -wild 
roe. Asahel pursued Abner that day, and he would not leave 
following him, then Abner smote him with the 'hinder end of 
his spear and slew him. 

There was war between Ishbosheth and David, and the 
•house of David -waxed greater, but that of Saul became weaker. 
Abner 'quarrelled with Ishbosheth, and soon after -revolted to 
David. At this time David sent messengers to Ishbosheth, 
requiring that his wife Michal, Saul's daughter, should be 
given up to him. Ishbosheth took her from -Phaltiel, her 
husband, and sent her. Phaltiel followed her weeping, but 
•Abner told him to return. Abner found that the elders of 
Israel were willing to join David. But Joab was jealous of 
Abner, and told David that he came to deceive him ; and as 
Abner departed from David, Joab went after him, took him 
aside to speak to him quietly, and -slew him ; Abishai, Joab's 
brother, was also present. So Joab -and Abishai slew Abner, 
because he had slain their brother Asahel at Gibeon in the 
battle. David mourned exceedingly for the death of Abner ; he 
said to his servants, (i Know ye not that there is a -prince and 
a*great man fallen this day in Israel ?" Of Joab and Abishai 
he said, " The Lord shall reward the doer of evil according to 
his wickedness." 

When Ishbosheth heard that Abner was dead, he and all 
his people were troubled. Two of his captains, -Bechab and 
Baanah, went into the house of Ishbosheth, smote him, and 
beheaded him. They took his head to David, saying they had 
brought him the head of his enemy. And David answered 
Rechab and Baanah his brother, and said unto them, " As the 
Lord liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all adversity, 
when one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead, (thinking he 
had brought me good tidings, and that I would have given him 
a reward) -I took hold of him and slew him in Ziklag, how 
much more, when wicked men have slain a righteous person 
in his own house upon his -bed? shall I not therefore now 
require his blood of your hand, and take you away from the 
earth ?" He then commanded his young men to -slay them. 
The bead of Ishbosheth was buried in the -sepulchre of 
Abner in Hebron. 
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PERIOD V.] NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

his pursuer ; the lower end of the spear 
being armed with iron or brass ; Les.5I, 
' spear.' 

house — family interest ; his prospects. 
waxed — increased; grew. 
quarrelled — it originated in a false 
charge made by Ishbosheth, the nature 
of which implied that Abner had the 
design of assuming the government. 
Abner was very indignant, and threaten- 
ed to transfer his allegiance to David. 

revolted — turned from Ishbosheth with 
disgust ; he knew that Ishbosheth's con- 
fidence in him was gone, and at the same 
time he contemned the weakness of his 
character. Acting under feelings of 
pride and rage, Abner allied himself to 
David's interest. 

Phaltiel — during David's exile Saul 
gave Miehal to Phaltiel to wife — an act 
both unjustifiable and iniquitous. Her 
consenting to this act of tyranny showed 
want of affection and fidelity to David. 
Miehal had lived seven years with 
Phaltiel when David sent to Ishbosheth 
to demand her return to him. David 
had a perfect right to make this demand ; 
it was also prudential that he shouW 
reclaim her, as it would give satisfaction 
to those who were attached to the family 
of Saul. 

Abner told — it was one of the con- 
ditions imposed upon Abner by David, 
that he should cause Miehal to return 
before he would receive him as a gene- 
ral of his army. 

slew him — the laws reerulating blood - 
revenge did not apply to Joab, so that he 
was by no nivalis justified in acting the 
part of ' avenger of blood.' Asahel fell 
in war, being slain by Abner reluctantly 
and in self-defence; moreover, Joab 
met Abner, not as an avenger ol blood, 
but as a friend, while speaking peaceably 
to him, he smote him in a treacherous 
and dastardly manner, thus shedding 
" the blood of war in peace." Less. 6i. 

and — Abishai assisted in the murder 
after Joab had thrust his sword into 
Abner's side. 

prince — the conduct and bearing of 
Abner during the progress of that 
friendly negociation, between David 



Ishbosheth — * man of shame ;' follow- 
ing the natural order of hereditary 
succession — Abner proclaimed Ishbo- 
sheth king; but God had previously 
announced Saul's successor. Less. 45. 

servants — the army of each party. 
pool — so extensive was this sheet of 
water that Jeremiah writes of it as * the 
great waters.' Chapter xli. Hi. 

Twelve— in those semi-barbarous times 
it was not uncommon for a few men out 
of two contending armies to stand forth 
and fight, for the amusement and stimu- 
lation of the main body on either side. 

de*ir* — the first to propose this brutal 
sport was the first to flee— Abner's party 
havinsr beeu routed and defeated by Joab 
and his men. 

head — either the beard or the hair of 
the head ; it does not appear that the 
Hebrews had adopted the practice of 
shaving off the beards and cropping the 
heads of their fighting-men, which after- 
wards prevailed in other countries where 
the beard was equally venerated. The 
length of the beard and poll afforded a 
convenient hold to an enemy in battle, 
hence" the desirableness of soldiers dis- 
pensing with long hair. 

sore — deadly ; destructive. 

Zeruiah— the sister of David, and the 
mother of Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. 

Joab— 1 Jehovah father ;' he was a 
valiant man, and very faithful to David 
till the time of Adonijah's conspiracy; 
(Lesson 66) ; in disposition he was re- 
vengeful and ferocious ; he was the gen- 
eral of David's army for a long period. 

Abishai — was also a mighty man, and 
one of David's chief captains. Less.48, 
* three,' and 51, 4 Abishai.' 

Asahel -' creature of God ;> his close 
pursuit of Abner, in despite of Abner's 
warning entreaty to turn aside, led to 
his own death, and the perpetration of 
other bloody deeds in retaliation. 

wild roe—ihe gazelle is the animal 
supposed to be referred to ; its graceful 
form and motions, its agility, and the 
beauty of its eyes, are celebrated in 
eastern poetry. 

■^hinder-end— he thrust his spear back- 
^**d as he continued running beiore 

162 



Digitized by 



Google 



REMORSE OF THE EVIL-DOER. [1095-975 B.C. 



and the elders of Israel, had most 
favourably impressed David's mind as 
to his uprightness and ability. 

Rechab and Baanah — these two men 
were Benjnmites, of tbe samp tiibe with 
Saul, and consequently ought to have 
b**en the more faithful and honest to 
8aul's family. 

/ took — meaning, I commanded that 
he should be taken and slain ; this is 
according to the practice of ascribing to 
the ruling power the deeds of those who 
act under his instructions. 

bed — it was at noon when the heat 
was oppressive and Ishbosheth was 
at rest, (Lesson 52, 4 sit') that these 
wicked men, pretending that they want- 



ed to pass through the house for some 
wheat, came upon their master and slew 
him. 

slay them — after they were slain, their 
hands and feet were cut off, the latter 
for having dared to enter their master's 
room with a bloody intent, and the 
former as the more immediate instru- 
ments of the murder. 

sepulchre of, t(e, — the Hebrews had 
both public and private burial places; 
the former were in retired places gene- 
rally without the walls of cities, while 
the latter were in private gardens, en- 
closed fields, within cities, and even 
within houses. Caves were sometimes 
used as burying places. Less. 9, * cave.' 



REMORSE. 

••THE LORD SHALL REWARD THE DOER OP EVIL ACCORDING TO HIS WICKEDNESS." 

Woe! woe to him whose heart is black, 

With evil deeds that sting and stain ; 
And blasted like the lightning's track, 

That stretches o'er the summer plain ! 

To him for all it doth contain, 
Its sun and sky, its flowers and streams, 

The earth is but a dark domain; 
All swarming with terrific dreams! 

His waking thoughts are like a flame 

That burns within him — fierce, though dim ! 

Like fever in his wasting frame, 
That thrills through every quaking limb: 
His dreams of rest — no rest to him — . 

Are filled with phantoms of affright; 
Phantoms of happy days that swim 

Around him on the clouds of night. 

His life is an oppressive load, 

That hangs upon him like a curse; 
For all the pleasure- thoughts that glowed, 

Are now extinguished by Remorse! 

And death — oh, death ! 'tis worse ! 'tis worse ! 
How dreadful in the grave to lie, 

Yet sleep not! — evermore to nurse 
The worm that will not, cannot die. 1 

W. Knox. 
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56. DAVID AGAIN ANOINTED. 
2 Samuel v. vi. 

After the death of Ishbosheth -all the tribes came to Hebron 
and they -anointed David -king over Israel. At this time 
David said the -ark of God should be brought up from 
Kirjath-jearim. Jerusalem was then inhabited by the Jebus- 
itas. David said that whosoever smote the Jebusites first 
should be -chief and captain. So Joab went up and became 
chief. Then David dwelt in the castle, and they -called it the 
City of David. David greatly -improved Jerusalem, and 
•Hiram, king of Tyre, sent messengers to him with presents, 
and the -workmen of Tyre built David a -house. And David 
•perceived that the Lord had established him king over Israel, 
and that he had -exalted his kingdom for -his people Israel's 
sake. When the Philistines heard that David was king, they 
came against him in the valley of Rephaim. David asked 
•counsel of God, if he should go against them. God said he 
should go, and he smote them there, and -burned their idols. 
Again they came against him, and after David had inquired 
of God, he smote them from Oeba to Gazer. 

David -gathered together 30,000 of his chosen men to bring 
up the ark of God to Jerusalem. It was placed on a new 
•cart, and -Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave (he 
cart, and David and all the house of Israel played before the 
Lord on all manner of instruments — on -harps, psalteries, 
•timbrels, -cornets, and on -cymbals. And when they came to 
Nachon's threshing floor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark 
of God, and -took hold of it ; for the oxen shook it. And the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah ; and he slew 
him there for his -error ; for the Levites were not per- 
mitted to touch the holy things. And David was -displeased, 
because the Lord had made a breach upon Uzzah ; and lie 
called the name of the place Perez-Uzzah, to this day. And 
David was afraid of the Lord that day, and said, " How shall 
the ark of the Lord come to me ?" So David would not 
remove the ark of the Lord unto him into the city of David ; 
bur David carried it aside into the house of -Obed-edora, the 
Gittife, where it remained for -three months. It was afterwards 
told David that the Lord had blessed Obed-edom, and all 
that he had; so David went and -brought up the ark to 
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DAVID BRINGS THE ARK TO JERUSALEM. [1095-975 B.C. 

Jerusalem with gladness. And David -danced before the 
Lord with all his might. And as the ark was brought 
into the city, Michal saw David dancing before it, and she 
•despised him. So they brought the ark of God, and set 
it in the midst of the -tent that David had pitched for it ; and 
they offered burnt-sacrifices and peace-offerings before God. 
And when David had made an end of offering the burnt-offer- 
ings and the peace-offerings, he blessed the people in the name 
of the Lord. And he dealt to every one of Israel, both man 
and woman, to every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece of 
flesh, and a flagon of wine. And he appointed certain of the 
Levites to -minister before the ark of the Lord, and to record, 
and to thank and praise the Lord God of Israel. Then David 
returned to -bleps his household ; and Michal came to meet 
him, saying, " -How glorious was the king of Israel to-day, 
who danced before the handmaids of his servants as one of 
the *vain fellows." And David said unto Michal, " -It was 
before the Lord which chose me before thy father, and -before 
all his house, to appoint me ruler over Israel ; therefore will 
I 'play before the Lord/' 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



they plainly saw that God had 
appointed David to be their king, the 
last of Saul's sons being now no more. 

anointed — he hnd reigned seven years 
and six mouths over Judah, in Hebron *, 
now his reign commenced over Israel. 
Thus David was anointed three times ; 
Jfrst, by Samuel, as the Lord's chosen 
successor to Saul ; second, by the men 
of Judah, as their king, and in antici- 
pation of a more widelv extended king- 
dom ; third, by all, and over all Israel. 

king — at the time of his installation he 
entered into a covenant with the people, 
pledging himself to the faithful dis- 
charge of certain duties, while the 
people, through their elders, did the 
same. A covenant similar to this was 
eat ere d into at Saul's inauguration in 
the presence of Samuel. 

ark — David's proposal was conveyed 
fn language characteristic of his piety 
and candour ; he said to the head" of 
the people and to all the congregation, 



" let us bring again the ark of our God, 
for we inquired not at it in the days of 
Saul." In proposing the re establish- 
ment of the service of the tabernacle, 
he accuses not Saul alone for the long 
and shameful neglect of the Lord's 
ordinances, but includes the entire 
nation in toe guilty omission. 

chief and captain — the reward of the 
conqueror's bravery should be the chief 
command. The length of time the 
Jebusites held possession of the strong- 
hold, in despite of the efforts of the 
Israelites to subdue it, made them ar- 
rogant; they imagined in their conceit 
and self confidence, that if but the blind 
and the lame of their people were to 
man the battlements, David's host could 
not subdue it. Joab obtained access by 
meaus of underground passages. 

called it — because captured y his men 
and at his suggestion ; it was also called 
the strong-hold of Mount Zion. 

Hiram— was a personal friend of both 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



David and Solomon ; nnder his wise 
and happy reign Tyre increased in 
wealth and magnificence to a degree 
previously unknown. 

workmen — the Israelites were behind 
many other nations in their knowledge 
of the arts ; the Tyrians, on the other 
hand, were justly famed as skilled arti- 
ficers. The bondage of the Hebrews in 
Egypt, and their comparatively recent 
settlement in Canaan, will account for 
their backwardness in the arts and 
luxuries of older countries. 

house — a palace corresponding to his 
dignity, and the predicted greatness of 
his kingdom. 

perceived — being a man who piously 
watched the indications of God's will in 
the events of life, David inferred from 
the successes of his army, the removal 
of all claim to the sovereignty on the 
part of Saul's family, his acknowledg- 
ment by all the tribes, and the friendly 
conduct of Hiram, that the Lord God 
had firmly seated him on the throne. 

exalted — lifted up j made great in the 
esteem of other nations. 

his people — David viewed his elevation 
as Joseph looked upon his, when Pha- 
raoh exalted him — not for his personal 
honour or family aggrandisement, but 
for the benefit of the people over whom 
the Lord had made him ruler. 

burned — by God's command, " Ye shall 
burn their graven images with fire — the 
graven images of their gods shall ye 
burn with fire." Deut. vii. 5,25. 

counsel — instruction ; advice ; the true 
secret of success, known to all good 
men., is that of asking counsel of God. 

gathered — this immense array was 
chosen out of all the tribes, so that all 
the people should ieel interested in the 
re-establishment of the Lord's service. 

cart — they should uot have done this, 
the command being, " that the Kohath- 
ites should bear it upon their shoulders." 
The Philistines placed the ark on a new 
cart, (Less. 42), but they were ignorant 
of the laws relating to its removal, and 
besides, the Levites were uot present. 

Uxzah — * strength ;' he and his bro- 
ther Ahio were signally punished for a 
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thoughtless disregard of the instruc- 
tions given to the Levites. 

harp — a well-known instrument of 
music with strings, it was much used 
among the Hebrews both in religious 
services and in entertainments. 

psaltery — a stringed instrument, some- 
what like the harp, principally used in 
the religious services of the Hebrews. 

timbrel — a musical instrument similar 
to the tabret. Lesson 47, * tabret.' 

cornet — a wind instrument ; a kind of 
horn more or less curved. 

cymbals — metallic plates held in each 
hand, which ? when struck together, pro- 
duced a shrill ringing sound. 

threshing-floor— Leas. 37, 'threshed ;' 
< hide it.' 

took hold — did they forget this pro- 
hibition, " the sons of Kohath shall not 
touch any holy thing, lest they die?" 
Numbers iv. 15. 

error — transgression ; rashness. 

displeased — dismayed ; terrified ; griev- 
ed and disappointed. 

Obed-edom — « serving Edom ;' he was 
a Levite of Gath-hepher. 

three months — during which time the 
blessing of Jehovah rested on the house 
in which the ark remained. 

brought up — on this occasion the 
former improprieties were avoided: 
David laid aside his robes and appeared 
as one of the Levites. It is supposed 
that Psalm lxviii. was composed by 
David and sung at this time. 

danced — moving in time with the 
solemn music. Less. 23, * dancing/ 

despised— thought that he debased 
himself by setting aside his dignity and 
the externals of a king. 

tent — a new tabernacle ; not that 
erected by Moses, which was at Gibeon, 
but a temporary one set up by David. 

minister — to serve according to the 
ordinances of the law. 

record — to recite the wondrous acts 
of Jehovah. 

btess— after David had blessed the 
congregation, & diffused among them a 
feeling of holy contentment, he returned 
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"CHRISTIAN WORSHIP." [1095-975 B.C. 



home to promote the same spirit in his 
own household. 

how glorious— the daughter of Saul 
said this in haughty ridicule, for David 
made himself too popular for her ideas 
of kingly reserve. 

vain fellows — low persons who were 
ready to act any sort of buffoonery. 

// was, $c. — this was David's justi- 
fication; he danced before the Lord, in 
whose eyes all men are alike, and not 
before, nor for the gratification of, a 
fellow-creature. 

before — instead of Saul and his house. 

play — express my joy in an audible 
and active manner. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Kirjath-jearim— « city of forests 
a town of the Gibeonites, in Judah ; it 
was also called Kirjath-Baal. 

Jebmsites — these warlike people 
maintained possession of a strong- 
bold, which stood on one of the hills 
forming the site of Jerusalem, from the 



time of Joshua to the reign of David — a 
period of four-hundred years. They 
also occupied other portions of the city 
in conjunction with the Israelites. 
Lesson 32, * Jebusites * Jerusalem.' 

Tyre — 'rock;' a celebrated city of 
Phoenicia, in the division of Asher ; it 
was probably founded by the Sidonians, 
from whose city it was distant about 
thirty miles south-west. In the time 
of Joshua it was a flourishing and forti- 
fied place, and called " the strong city 
of Tyre." Its distance from Jerusalem 
was about ninety miles. The wealth, 
commerce, luxury, and might of this 
magnificent city, now in ruins, were 
celebrated for ages and known in all 
countries. Lesson 123, * Tyre.' 

Rephaim — the city of Rephaim, near 
Jerusalem, was so called from the race 
of giants who inhabited it. It is sup- 
posed that Og, king of Bashan, was one 
of them. 

Geba and Gazer— Geba was in the 
north of Benjamin ; the situation of 
Gazer is uncertain. 



CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. 
0 Thou to whom, in ancient time, 
The lyre of Hebrew bards was strung, 
Whom kings ador'd in songs sublime, 
And prophets prais'd with glowing tongue. 
Not now on Z ion's height alone, 
Thy favour'd worshipper may dwell, 
Nor where, at sultry noon, thy Son 
Sat weary, by the patriarch's well. 
From every place below the skies, 
The grateful song, the fervent prayer,— 
The incense of the heart, — may rise 
To heaven, and find acceptance there. 
To Thee shall age with snowy hair, 
And strength and beauty bend the knee, 
And childhood lisp, with reverent air 
Its praises and its prayers to Thee! 
OThou, to whom, in ancient time, 
The lyre of prophet bards was strung, 
To Thee, at last, in every clime 
Shall temples rise, and praise be sung. 

Pierpoint. 
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57. DAVID BESOLVE9 TO BUILD A TEMPLE. 
2 Samuel vii.-ix. 

When David had rest from his enemies, he resolved to 
build a temple to the Lord, for the ark of God to be placed in ; 
but the Lord sent the prophet -Nathan unto him to say, " Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, I took thee from the -sheepcote, 
from . following the sheep, to be -ruler over my people, over 
Israel : and I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, an! 
have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have macfe 
thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that 
are in the earth. And when thy days be fulfilled, and thru 
shalt -sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, 
and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house 
for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom br 
ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If le 
commit iniquity, I will -chasten him with the -rod of men, aid 
with the stripes of the children of men : but my mercy shdl 
not depart away from him, -as I took it from Saul, whom I put 
away before thee. And thine -house and thy kingdom shall b« 
established -for ever." Then went king David in and -sat befort 
the Lord ; and he said, " Who am I, O Lord God ? and what i* 
my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto ? And this was 
yet -a small thing in thy sight, O Lord God ; but thou hast 
spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while to come : 
and is this the -manner of man, O Lord God ? Thou art great, 
O Lord God : for there is none like thee, neither is there any 
God besides thee, according to all that we have heard with 
our ears. And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, 
even like Israel, whom God went to -redeem for -a people to 
himself, and to -make him a name, and to do for you great 
things, and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou 
redeemest to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their 
gods ? For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to 
be a people unto thee for ever : and thou, Lord, art become 
•their God. And now, O Lord God, thou art God, anfl thy 
words be true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto tby 
servant. Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of 
thy servant, that it may continue for ever before thee : for 
thou, O Lord God, hast spoken it : and with thy blessing let 
the house of thy servant be blessed for ever." 
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DAVID'S KINDNESS TO MEPHIB06HETH. [1095-975 B.C. 



David subdued the Philistines, and the Moabites became 
his servants. He also smote -Hadadezer, king of ZobaA, and 
the Syrians who came to help Hadadezer. He put garrisons 
in Damascus : and the Syrians became his servants. And the 
Lord preserved David whithersoever he went. -Toi, king of 
Hamatky sent his son to David with vessels of gold, of silver, 
and of brass : and David dedicated them unto the Lord, with 
all the gold, and silver, and brass which he obtained from the 
conquered nations. David also -conquered Edom. He 
governed his people with justice and kindness. 

David inquired if any of Saul's house were left. He wished 
to shew kindness to them, -for Jonathan's sake. -Ziba, a 
servant of Saul, told David of -Mephibosheth, a son of 
Jonathan, who was 'lame of his feet. Mephibosheth was 
at Lo-debar. David sent for him, and told him that he 
would restore to him all the -land of Saul, and that he 
should -eat at his table. He then appointed Ziba to be 
•steward to Mephibosheth. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



temple — a place for the worship of 
God, in which the rites of the national 
religion would he performed. 

Nathan — 'riven;' he was a prophet 
in whom David had confidence: his 
character was that of a firm friend and 
yet a faithful reprover. 

sheep-cote — an uncovered enclosure 
into which the sheep were gathered at 
nifrht, of in times of danger, or for the 
purpose of shearing. 
ruler — to perform the office of shepherd 
to Bis people. Kings are figuratively 
called shepherds in the scriptures. 
Ezek. xxxiv. 10, 23. 

sleep — death is frequently called sleep 
in the scripture*. 

chaMtkn — correct; punish; subdue his 
rebellious spirit. 

rod of men, Sfc. — some of his fellow- 
men should be made the instruments of 
ponishment. 

as J took — Lesson 45, ' hath sought ;' 
49, * I know.' 

home — family; descendants. 



for ever — since the overthrow of Je- 
rusalem by the Romans, and the conse- 
quent dissolution of the kingdom of 
Judah, Jesus Christ, the son of David, 
and anti-type of Solomon, continues to 
reign over all the spiritual seed of Israel, 
" for he must reign till he shall have put 
all enemies under his feet." 

sat — sitting on the heels is a respect- 
ful posture in the estimation of orientals, 
among whom it is common. 

a small thing — the blessings alreadv 
conferred upon his family were small 
compared with those now promised 
them for a great while to come. 

manner of man — if those of our fellow* 
men who are indebted to us for favours 
exhibit an unthankful spirit we generally 
forsake them ; it is not so with God, he 
remains faithful to his promises. 

redeem — he purchased their liberty 
from the bondage of Egypt at the price 
of Egypt's first horn. " I gave Egypt 
for thy ransom, I have redeemed thee." 
Isaiah xliii. 3. 

169 

Digitized by Google 



PERIOD V.] THE SUPREMACY OF JEHOVAH. 

a people — they should be distinct from 
all other people, and be to him a peculiar 
treasure. 

make — that the knowledge of his 
existence, power, dominion. <fc holiness 
should be preserved amid tne universal 
idolatry of mankind. 

their God — in a peculiar manner ; by 
giving them a form of national worship 
and civil government which should keep 
them from the idolatrous practices of 
the heathen. 

Hadadezer — David routed Hadadezer 
three times ; in one battle he took 1000 
chariots with their horses ; nine out of 
ten of the horses were destroyed, as the 
Israelites were forbidden to use them in 
war lest their reliance on God should be 
diminished. Deut xvii. 16 ; Josh. xi. 6. 
They did not employ horses either in 
travelling or in agriculture, and if they 
had sold them, they would have come 
into the possession of their neighbouring 
enemies. Probably David kept a tenth 
of the horses for show and state. 

Tot — he had a quarrel with Hadad- 
ezer, and was much gratified with 
David's successes. 

conouered — David placed garrisons 
of soldiers in various parts of Edom, 
after defeating the army of the Edom- 
ites, thus bringing them in subjection; 
and fulfilling the promise of the Lord to 
Rebekah, "the elder shall serve the 
younger." It was also in agreement with 
Isaac's blessings on his sons which 
secured to Jacob lordship over his 
brethren. Lesson 12. 

for Jonathan' 8 sake — not only did Da- 
vid's love for Jonathan impel him to act 
thus kindly to his son, but the ' covenant 
of peace' established between them 
bound him to do so. Less. 47, and 49. 

Ziba—* stature.' 



Mephibosheth — also called Meribbaal. 
lame — when but five years old he fell 
from his nurse's arms, as she was hastily 
fleeing, when tidings came of the death 
of Saul and Jonathan. 

land — Saul's private patrimony ; thus 
shewing that David was a man of justice 
and equity. 

eat at his table — when the descendants 
of kings, however poor, sit at the royal 
tables in the East they are always 
treated with great respect. Mephi- 
bosheth would be thus treated at Da- 
vid's table. 

steward — manager and care-taker of 
his property ; he proved a faithless ser- 
vant. Lea. 60, * slandered/ 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Zobah— the chief city of Syria before 
the time of David; during his reign 
Damascus became the capital of 
Assyria. 

Damascus — a city of Syria of great 
antiquity : it lies eastward of the moun- 
tains called Anti-libanus ; its chief 
rivers were called Abana and Pharpar. 
The principal river of Damascus is now 
called the Barrada, which has several 
tributary streams. The rivers of Da- 
mascus render it a very fertile locality, 
though on the edge of the desert. It is 
about 136 miles from Jerusalem. 

Hamath — the capital of the kingdom 
of the same name in Syria, which was 
situated beyond Mount Hermon. 
Hamath was included in the land pro- 
mised to Abraham which extended 
northward to the Euphrates ; but it was 
not possessed by the Israelites till the 
time of Solomon, who built store-cities 
in Hamath. 

Lo- debar — a city of Gilead in which 
Mephibosheth, the lame son of Jon- 
athan, was brought up. 



THE DIVINE SUPREMACY. 

"THOU ART GREAT, O LORD GOD, FOR THERE IS NONE LIKE THEE." 

Who is like to thee, O Lord ! 
Among gods hy man ador'd? 
Who like thee can save and bless, 
Glorious still in holiness ? 
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Fearful yet in praises found, 
Doing wonders all around, 
Gods that have been, or shall be, 
Never can be named with Thee. 

Thou alone for ever art, 
Thou alone discern 'st the heart ; 
Thou alone the thoughts dost try, 
Thou alone canst grace supply. 

In thy providence we see 
Daily, hourly marks of Thee ; 
All that charms our sense or sight 
Owns thy rule, and pleads thy right. 

But thy richest crown we trace 
In the myst'ries of thy grace; 
In redemption's matchless scheme 
Own thy love, thy power Supreme ! 

There thou risest to our view- 
As our God and Saviour too; 
There we hear thy Spirit's call, 
There we find Thee all in all. 



58. RABBAH BESIEGED. DAVID'S SIN. 



After the death of Nahash, king of Ammon, his son Hanun 
reigned. David wished to shew kindness to him, and sent 
messengers to comfort him. The princes of Ammon persuad- 
ed Hanun that David's messengers were spies. Then Hanun 
took the messengers, -cut off half their beards, and half their 
garments, and -sent them away. David then sent Joab, and 
his mighty men -against Ammon, and the Ammonites -hired the 
Syrians to help them. Joab led part of the army against the 
Syrians, and Abishai led the other part against the Ammonites ; 
and the Syrians and Ammonites fled. Then Hadadezer, king 
of the Syrians, gathered a great army to fight against David, 
who assembled all the mighty men of Israel, and passed over 
Jordan, and came to He lam where he met the Syrians. The 
Syrians were routed and fled, and David slew the men of seven- 
hundred chariots of the Syrians and forty- thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach, the captain of the host. Then all the 



Barton. 



2 Samuel x.-xii. 
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kings that were -servants of Hadadezer mads peace with Israel, I 
and -served them, So the Syrians feared to help the children 
of Ammon any more. 

The next year David sent Joab to besiege Rabbah, and to 
destroy the Ammonites. While he was away, David took 
Bathsheba, the wife of -Uriah, one of the captains of the army, 
into his house : and he wrote a letter to Joab, telling him to 
place Uriah in the forefront of the battle, so that he might 
be slain. Joab obeyed this letter. Uriah was slain, and his 
wife mourned for him. After her mourning was past, Bath- 
sheba became David's wife. The thing that David had done 
displeased the Lord, and he sent Nathan the prophet, to 
reprove him. And he came unto him, -and said unto him, 
" There were two men in one city ; the one rich, and the other 
poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds ; 
but the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, 
which he had bought, and nourished up : and it grew up toge- 
ther with him, and with his children ; it did eat of his own 
meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and 
was unto him as a daughter. And there came a -traveller unto 
the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his 
own herd, to dress for the -wayfaring man that was come unto 
him ; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the 
man that was come to him." And David's anger was greatly 
kindled against the man ; and he said to Nathan, " As the 
Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely 
die : and he shall restore the lamb -fourfold, because he did 
this thing, and because he had no pity." And Nathan said to 
David, " Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, -I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee 
out of the hand of Saul ; wherefore hast thou -despised the 
commandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight ? -thou has! 
killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword,»and hast taken his 
wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the 
children of Ammon. Now therefore the -sword shall never 
depart from thine house ; because thou hast despised me, and 
hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife." 
David -acknowledged his sin, but Nathan told him that the 
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child of Bathsheba should surely die. The word of the Lord 
was soon fulfilled. 

Rabbah was taken by Joab, and he sent messengers to 
David *to tell him that he had taken the city. David then 
went to Rabbah ; the city was entered, the king's crown was 
set on David's head, and there was spoil in great abundance. 
The people in the city were put to cruel deaths ; under saws, 
under harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and they were 
made to pass through the brick-kiln. Thus did David unto 
all the cities of the Ammonites. Soon after the taking of 
Rabbah -Solomon was born. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Nahash — the father of Hanun had 
shown kindness to David, or to some 
of his friends, probably from a dis- 
like of Saul ; his defeat by him at 
Jabesb-gilead being a subject of angry 
remembrance. Lesson 48, * asked.' 

cut off- — a greater indignity could not 
have been perpetrated towards David 
and bis messengers, for the beard is 
held in high respect in the East, and 
the possessor considers it as his greatest 
ornament. The beard is the badge of 
freedom and manhood, while a shaven 
face is a mark of servitude or reproach. 

seat them— they did not return to 
Jerusalem, for David, hearing of the 
transarlion, sent messengers to meet 
them, saying, u Tarry at Jericho f ill 
your beards be grown." The men were 
greatly ashamed. 

against — not, however, till he heard 
that Hanun had mustered his forces in 
large numbers for battle. 

hired — paid wages for their military 
service ; the Syrians would not be 
averse to this engagement, hoping to 
hare the satisfaction of wreaking their 
vengeance on Israel. Lesson 57, 
• Hadadezer.' 

routed — thrown into confusion, their 
lines of battle being quite broken. 

servant* — he had subdued many small- 
er states to hi* sway, extorting from 
them tribute and obedience. 

served — instead of being servants by 



compulsion to Hadadezer, they became 
willing allies and tributaries of David. 

Uriah—* tire of the Lord.' 

and said — this is another example of 
the practice so general in the east of 
conveying instruction by means of par- 
ables. Less. 38, * parable.' The story 
related by Nathan is strikingly applic- 
able to the circumstances of David's 
transgression, and its design was to 
obtain from David a sentence which 
would condemn himself. Less. 59, *a 
story.' 

traveller— orientals feel it a duty to 
treat strangers with hospitality. 

wayfaring— travelling ; journeying. 

four-fold — this was according to the 
law wuich decreed that whoever killed 
or stole asheeo should make restitution 
four-fold. Exodus xxii. 1. 

/ anointed — referring to Samuel's 
anointing of David ; Less. 45, * anointed/ 

despised — treated with contempt; 
David had disregarded the command- 
ments of the Lord in yielding first to 
the suggestions of unholy desire, and 
then in adding murder to hide his sin. 

thou hast— the death of Uriah was 
planned by David, and executed by Joab, 
a.'ting under David's instructions. 
David was therefore the principal in 
this wicked plot. 

sword — no sin goes unpunished even in 
this life, and every sin has its corres- 
ponding punishment. Les. 33, 'requited 

173 

Digitized by Google 



PERIOD V.] "THE FALL 

Lesson 99, * shed.' This awful declara- 
tion of the prophet began soon to be 
fulfilled ; Les. 59, ' Smite Amnon 61, 
'slew Absalom 66, < put him to death.' 

acknowledged— he confessed his sin in 
a penitent spirit. 

to tell him — Joab, Always faithful to 
the honour of his uncle, declined re- 
ceiving the submission of the king and 
inhabitants of Rabbah, but sent for 
David that he might have that honour. 

king's crown — David was formally 
invested with the crown of Rabbah, as 
a token of its complete subjugation to 
his rule. This crown and the precious 
stones in it were valued at a talent of 
gold— about £6000. 

saws — this is the first mention of saws 
in the bible; the particular modes of 
punishment referred to cannot be ex- 
actly determined ; it is supposed by 
some commentators that the more 

THE FALL 



OF DAVID. 

rebellious inhabitants were pat to vari- 
ous kinds of drudgery and kept in a 
state of slavery. 

Solomon — * peaceable the son of 
David and Bathsheha ; he was David's 
tenth son, and a child of much pro- 
mise, for the Lord intimated to his 
father that Solomon should build the 
temple of the Lord, and that in his 
days peace and prosperity should be 
vouchsafed unto Israel. Lesson 57. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Ammon — the country of the 
Ammonites, descendants of Lot. 

Helam — the place at which the 
Syrian army encamped, probably on the 
south-eastern frontier of Syria. 

Rabbah— called « the city of waters;' 
— the chief city of Ammon ; it was near 
t he source of the Jabbok, and had been 
the residence of Og, king of Bashan. 

OF DAVID. 

"THERE WERE TWO MEN IN ONE CITY, THE ONE RICH AND THE OTHER POOR,"*. 

Dear child, to thee the tale is told 

Of him who robb'd the poor man's fold, 

Thou iistenest, and with scorn and ire 

Thy quivering brow is all on fire. 

Thou thinkest ; never sure on me 

So foul a blot shall angels see. 

For joy thou hold'st thine eager breath 

To hear him doomed— he dies the death. 

But mark, young David was as thou, 

A generous boy with open brow : 

With heart as pure as mountain air 

He carolPd to his fleecy care : 

With motion free as mountain cloud 

He trode where mists the moorland shroud ; 

From bear and lion tore the prey, 

Nor deem'd he e'er should rend as they. 

Such was his dawn ; but O ! how grieve 

Good angels o'er his noon and eve ! 

He that with oil of joy began 

In sackcloth ends, a fallen man. 

Then wherefore trust youth's eager thought? 

Wait till thine arm all day hath wrought, 

Wait humbly till thy matin psalm 

Due cadence find in evening calm. % 
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59. OF DAVID'S SONS. AMNON'S WICKEDNESS. 



•Absalom, the son of David, had a fair sister named Tamar. 
•Amnon, the son of David, loved her. A -subtle friend of 
Amnon, named Jonadab, told him how to obtain her. Amnon 
followed his advice, took her, and afterwards hated her. David 
was very wroth when he heard these things ; Absalom -hated 
Amnon though he spake to him neither good nor bad. Soon 
after, Absalom made a great feast for his sheep-shearers at 
Baal-hazor. Amnon was invited to the feast, for Absalom 
was determined to avenge -his sister. He told his servants to 
watch when Amnon's heart was -merry with wine, and when 
be said to them, " -Smite Amnon," they were to kill him. 
And the -servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom 
had commanded : then all the king's sons arose, and every 
man gat him up upon his mule, and fled. After this Absalom 
fled to Talmai, his grandfather, the king of Greshur, and abode 
there three years without seeing his father. 

Joab perceived that the king -felt kindly towards Absalom. 
He sent for a wise woman of Tekoah, who told -a story to the 
king ; she said her two sons strove together in the field, that 
one slew the other, and that her family -wanted to put her 
remaining son to death, and she prayed the king not to suffer 
it. When the king answered her favourably, she alluded to 
the banishment of Absalom ; which -led the king to think that 
Joab had sent her to him. He then told Joab to bring Absalom 
again to Jerusalem, but not before the king's face. Absalom 
dwelt two years in Jerusalem without seeing the king ; he 
then sent for Joab that he might bring him to the king. Joab 
•refused twice ; at last he came to Absalom, who desired him 
to say unto the king, " Wherefore am I come from Geshur ? it 
had been good for me to have been there still : now there- 
fore let me see the king's face ; and if there be any iniquity in 
me. let him kill me." So Joab came to the king, and told 
him : and when he had called for Absalom, he came to the 
king, and bowed himself on his face to the ground before the 
king ; and the king -kissed Absalom, and was -reconciled 
to him. 

The manners of Absalom were -pleasing to the people, and 
when any man that had a -controversy came to the king for 



2 Samuel xiii.-xv. 12. 
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judgment, then Absalom -called to him, and said, " Of what 
city art thou ?" And he said, " Thy servant is of one of the 
tribes of Israel." And Absalom said unto him, " See, thy 
matters are good and right ; but there is no man -deputed of 
the king to hear thee." Absalom said moreover, " Oh that I 
were made judge in the land, that every man which hath any 
suit or cause might come unto me, and -I would do him justice !" 
And it was so, that when any man came nigh to him to do 
him -obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him, and 
kissed him. And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel 
that came to the king for judgment ; so Absalom -stole the 
hearts of the men of Israel. After he had proceeded in this 
manner for a long time, he asked permission of David to go to 
Hebron to fulfil a vow ; and he sent spies throughout all 
Israel, who, when they heard his trumpet, were to say, " Ab- 
salom reigneth in Hebron." He also sent for -Ahithophel, one 
of his fathers counsellors, who joined him. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Absalom — ' father of peace hi* 
mother's name was Maacah, daughter 
of Talmai, king of Geshur. His sister 
Tamar, like himself, was beautiful in 
person, and graceful in manners. 

Amnon — was David's eldest son ; he 
ought to have been the hope and sup- 
port of his father, and the guide and pro- 
tector of the younger members of the 
family; instead of which, he acted 
cruelly towards his sister, and was the 
means of introducing into his father's 
house many crimes. 

subtle — sly; crafty. 

uroth — though justly displeased, he 
did not inflict any punishment upon the 
wicked Amnon ; his grief probably 
overpowered his anger ; this omission 
of parental duty had probably the effect 
of suggesting to Absalom the thought 
of personal revenge. 

hated — " whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer." 1 John iii. 15. 

his sister — Tamar looked to her bro- 
ther Absalom for protection rather than 
to her father. One of the consequences 
-f polygamy is to diminish a child's 



natural feeling of confidence in its fa- 
ther : the children of each mother look 
on those of another with coldness and 
jealousy, while the father is not esteem- 
ed by his daughters as their proper pro- 
tector — that duty is left to their own 
brothers. Wherever polygamy pre- 
vails we see a nnmber of separate 
families in a house, instead of mutual 
love, harmony, and peace. 
merry — his crime sat lightly upon bis 
, in spite of 



seared 



the 
his 



conscience, 
misery he had introduced into 
fathers house. 

Smite Amnon — thus the judgments of 
God fell, one after another, on David. 
Le«son 58, ' sword.' 

servants — Absalom was thus guilty of 
wilful* murder; there was no city of 
refuge for him in his own country, he 
therefore fled out of the kingdom to bis 
mother's father. 

mule — the mule was at thin time 
much used by persons of distinction in 
the East, even by (hose who bad horses 
at command; its gracefulness, swift- 
ness, strength, and sureness of foot are 
well -known. 
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frit kindly — his feelings as a parent 
were in conflict with his conscientious 
convictions of public duty ; he wished 
his son back, but knew not how he 
could recall him consistently with the 
claims of justice. 

a story — Less. 38, 'parable ;' 58, ' and 
said the object of this story was to 
obtain a favourable judgment for 
Absalom, and to reconcile to David's 
own sense of justice his desire for the 
young man's return. 

wanted — the next male relation be- 
came the avenger of blood. This law 
of blood for blood, and life for life, was 
so deep-rooted in the minds of the 
Israelites that the king expressed no 
surprise at the demand made by the 
family, although the mother was the 
most injured of all the relatives. 

ted — the king saw that Joab had the 
entire direction of this stratagem to 
bring Absalom from banishment. 

refuged — doubtless Joab felt that 
having reconciled David's feelings to- 
wards Absalom's return, he had done as 
much as was prudent for him to do. 

at last — Absalom, to compel Joab to 
call upon him, desired his servants to 
set fire to Joan's field of standing-corn ; 
immediately Joab repaired to Absalom 
to demand the reason for the outrage. 

if there be— suggesting that the re- 
venge taken on Amnon was not 
criminal. 

pleasing— he was a vain young man — 
of great beauty, and of winning man- 
ners. Lesson 45, * he had not.* 

controversy — quarrel ; complaint. 

called to him — Absalom stood at the 
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gate of his father's palace or hall of 
judgment, and interrogated the people 
as tney entered. 

deputed — appointed ; chosen ; sug- 
gesting that a public officer for this 
department was needed. 

I would — the majority of the people 
would, by this mode of operating upon 
their minds, be ensnared into the belief 
that Absalom was the fittest man for 
the office. 

obeisance — to bow before him with 
that reverence to which, as the king's 
son, he was entitled. 

Hole— he withdrew the affections of 
the people from his father — to whom 
they owed allegiance — to himself. 

Ahithophel—' brother of foolishness ;' 
he was both a friend and counsellor of 
David. Psalm lv. 12-14. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Baal hazor— the place at which 
Absalom kept his sheep ; it is supposed 
to have been near a small town called 
Ephraim, situated in Benjamin, about 
eight miles from Jerusalem. 

Geshur — a city and petty kingdom 
in Eastern Manasseh, north of Bashan, 
and near to Mount Hermon. The 
Geshurites were among the people that 
remained of the original inhabitants of 
Cnnaan, whom the Israelites drove not 
out. Another, and probably a more 
powerful tribe of the same people, 
inhabited a country on the south of 
Israel towards Egypt. 

Tekoah— a city of Judah near which 
there was a wilderness of the same 
name. Amos the prophet was a herds- 
man of Tekoah. 



GENTLE REPROOF. 

Deal gently with the erring one — 

You may not know the power 
With which the first temptation came, 

In some unguarded hour. 
You may not know how earnestly 

He struggled, or how well, 
Until the hour of weakness came, 

And sadly thus he fell. 
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Speak gently to the erring one; 

Oh do not thou forget 
However deeply stained by sin, 

He is thy brother yet. — 
Heir of the self-same heritage, 

Child of the self-same God, 
He hath but stumbled in the path 

Thou hast in weakness trod. 

Speak gently to the erring one, 

For is it not enough 
That peace and innocence are gone, 

Without thy censure rough ? 
Oh sure it is a weary lot 

That sin-crushed heart to bear, 
And they who have a happier lot, 

May well their chidings spare. 

Speak gently to the erring one, 

And thou may'st lead him hack, 
With holy words and looks of love, 

From misery's thorny track. 
Forget not too that thou hast sinn'd, 

And sinful yet may be: 
Deal gently with the erring one, 

As God has dealt with thee. 



60. DAVID FLEES FROM JERUSALEM. 

2 Samuel xv. 13.-xvi. 15. 
A messenger came to David, saying, " The hearts of the 
men of Israel are after Absalom." Aid David said unto all 
his servants that were with him at Jerusalem, " Arise, and let 
us flee ; for we shall -not else escape from Absalom ; make 
speed to depart." The king went forth, and all his household 
after him. And all his servants passed on beside him ; and 
all the Cherethites, and aD the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, 
six-hundred men which came after him from Gath, passed on 
before the king. David tried to persuade 'Ittai, the captam of 
the Gittites, to remain at Jerusalem ; but Ittai said he would 
be with David, whether in life or death. 
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All the people -wept as David left Jerusalem and passed 
over the brook Kidron. And 'Zadok and all the Levites were 
with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God: and 
Abiathar went up, until all the people had done passing out of 
the city. And the king said unto Zadok, " 'Carry back the 
ark of God into the city : if I shall find favour in the eyes of 
the Lord, he will bring me again, and shew me both it, and 
his habitation : but if he thus say, I have no delight in thee ; 
behold, here am I, -let him do to me as seemeth good unto 
him." Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the ark of God 
again to Jerusalem : and they tarried there. And as David 
went up by the ascent of Mount Olivet he wept, and had his 
head -covered, and he went barefoot : and all the people that 
was with him covered every man his head, and they went up 
weeping. And one told David, saying, " Ahithophel is among 
the 'conspirators with Absalom." And David said, « O Lord, 
I pray thee, 'turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness." 
And when David was come to the top of the mount, where he 
•worshipped God, behold, 'Hushai his friend came to meet him 
with his coat *rent, and "earth upon his head : unto whom David 
said, " Return thou to the city, and then mayest thou for me 
defeat the counsel of Ahithophel." 

When David had passed the top of the hill, Ziba, the servant 
of Mephibosheth, met him with bread, raisins, fruits, and wine. 
The king enquired for Mephibosheth, and Ziba said he abode 
at Jerusalem. He also -slandered Mephibosheth by telling 
David that he said, " To-day shall the house of Israel re- 
store me the kingdom of my father." Then David said to Ziba, 
"Behold, thine are all that pertained unto Mephibosheth. 
At Bahurtm, one of the family of Saul, named Shimei, cursed 
David, and cast stones at him. Abishai wanted to slay him, 
but David reproved him, and said, " Behold my son seeketh 
my life : how much more now may this Benjamite do it ? let 
him alone, and let him curse, for the Lord hath bidden him. 
It may be that the Lord will look on my affliction, and that the 
Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day." 
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PERIOD V.] 

let us flee — David must have felt 
assured that the conspiracy had spread 
among: his army, as well as among the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, or he would 
not have fled from a city so well fortified. 

not else escape — so wide-spread was 
the defection that none were faithful to 
David but his immediate attendants, 
composed chiefly of those who had shar- 
ed nis privations when an exile, and 
two companies of foreign guardsmen. 

Cherethites, Sfc— it is doubtful whe- 
ther these men were Israelites or Phi- 
listines who had become attached to 
David ; they were, however, his body 
guard ; they were also trained warriors. 
It is supposed that their arms were bows, 
arrows, and slings. 

Ittai — the argument employed by 
David to induce Ittai to return, proves 
that the Gittites, or Gathites, were not 
Israelites. % Samuel xv. 19,20. 

wept — not only those with David, but 
such of the inhabitants of Jerusalem as 
remained faithful to him. 

Zadok — * just ;' he was a descendant 
of Eleazar, the third son of Aaron ; his 
father's name was Ahitub. Saul slew 
the priests of lthamar's line at Nob, 
but Abiathar escaped. David and his 
wandering army had looked to Abiathar 
as the high-priest during their exile ; 
but on David's accession to the throne, he 
found that the people were accustomed 
to regard Zadok as the high-priest, 
Zadok had doubtless discharged the 
duties of the priesthood at the taber- 
nacle in Gibeon, which Abiathar had 
never had an opportunity of doing. On 
this account, when both are mentioned, 
Zndok is placed first. Les. 65, « priest.' 

Carry— Zadok had the direction of 
the Levites who bare the ark. 

his habitation— the tabernacle, or 
perhaps the capacious tent which he 
erected for the reception of the ark 
when he brought it up from the house 
of Obed-edom. Lesson 56, ' tent.' 

let him do— to David's humility of 
heart, and ready submission to the 
Lord's will, his speedy restoration to his 
kingdom is to be traced. 

ascent — the path towards the summit 
©r the mountain. 
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covered — barefoot — an acknowledg- 
ment that he was in the presence of 
God, and acting in submission to his 
decrees. The Jews in imitation of 
the ancient Israelites worship with their 
heads covered. The High Priest enter- 
ed the Holy of Holies with his head 
covered, and barefoot. Exod. ii. 5. 
Walking with the head and part of the 
face covered was significant of distress. 

conspirators — the plotters of David's 
ruiu ; the instigators of the rebellion. 

turn—" God taketh the crafty in his 
own devices." 

worshipped — amid his troubles David's 
piety shines forth with greater brilli- 
ancy. 

Hushai— he is called * the Arcbite,' 
being a native of a town in Ephraim. 
between Bethel and Beth-boron, named 
Archi. 

rent— rending the garments was, and 
still continues to be, an eastern mode of 
expressing grief, indignation, <fcc. 

earth — Lesson 11, 'dust and ashes;' 
49, 'lamented/ 

slandered — spoke evil of him ; re* 
presented him falsely. 

Shimei— 4 hearer ;' though guilty of 
these outrages, he was forgiven by 
David after Absalom's revolt was quell- 
ed. Lesson 62, ' fell down.' 

bidden — a strong form of conveying 
the idea that God had permitted, as a 
punishment, those painful circum- 
stances, which thus afforded Shimei the 
opportunity of behaving insolently. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Kidron — a brook, near Jerusalem, 
which flows through the valley of 
Jehoshaphat. It is but a winter-stream ; 
it flows for about four months of the 
year through a deep and narrow 
channel, during the other three months 
it is nearly dry. 

Mt. Olivet — a celebrated moun- 
tain near Jerusalem, once famous for 
olives ; it is separated from the city by 
the valley of Jehoshaphat 

Bahurim— a village of Benjamin, 
noted for several events connected with 
the history of David. 
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ABSALOM ENTERS JERUSALEM. [1095-975 B.C. 



PRAISE FOR AFFLICTIONS. 

• 0 LORD, I KNOW THAT IN VERY FAITHFULNESS THOU HAST AFFLICTED ME." 

For what shall I praise thee, my God and my King ? 
For what blessings the tribute of gratitude bring ? 
Shall I praise thee for pleasure, for health, and for ease, 
For the spring of delight, and the sunshine of peace ? 

Shall I praise thee for flowers that bloom'd on my breast, 
For joys in perspective, and pleasures possess'd ? 
For the spirits that heighten'd my day of delight, 
And the slumbers that sat on my pillow by night? 

For this should I praise thee ! but if only for this, 
I should leave half-untold the donation of bliss ; 
I thank thee for sickness, for sorrow, for care, 
For the thorns I have ^gathe^d, the anguish I bear j 

For nights of anxiety, watchings, and tears, 

A present of pain, a perspective of fears; 

I praise thee, I bless thee, my King and my God, 

For the good and the evil thy hand hath bestow'd. 

The flowers were sweet, but their fragrance is flown, 
They yielded no fruits, they are wither'd and gone ; 
The thorn it was poignant, but precious to me, — 
'Twas the message of mercy, — it led me to thee. 



61. THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM. THE BATTLE. 
2 Samuel xvi. 15-xviii. 
•Absalom entered Jerusalem soon after his father had 
escaped ; Hushai came to him on his arrival in the city, and 
said he would counsel him, as he had counselled his father. 
Then Absalom asked Ahithophel to give his counsel. Ahithophel 
counselled the immediate 'pursuit of David; but Hushai 
advised that an army should be -first assembled from all Israel 
and that Absalom should 'lead them to battle. Absalom and 
all his friends thought Hushai's counsel was the best. 
Hushai then sent word to David of the counsel that had been 
given by himself and Ahithophel. His messengers were 
Jonathan and Ahimaaz, the sons of Zadok and Abiathar. 
They conveyed the message to David, who then passed over 
the Jordan. Ahithophel went home to his house at Giloh, 
and -hanged himself, when he saw that his counsel was not 
followed. 181 
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PERIOD V.] THE BATTLE. ABSALOM'S DEATH. 



David came to Mahanaim, where -BarzUlai, the Gileadite, 
and others were very hospitable to him ; for they brought 
beds, wine, wheat, honey, butter, sheep, and cheese for him 
and his people. And David -numbered the people that were 
with him, and set captains of hundreds over them. And 
David sent forth a third part of the people under the hand of 
Joab, and a third part under the hand of Abishai, the son of 
Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a third part under the hand of 
Ittai, the Gittite. And the king said unto the people, " I will 
surely go forth with you myself also." But the people 
answered, " Thou shalt not go forth : for if we flee away, they 
will not care for us ; neither if half of us die, will they care 
for us ; but thou art worth ten thousand of us : therefore now 
it is better that thou -succour us out of the city." And the 
king said unto them, " What seemeth you best I will do." 
And the king stood by the -gate-side, and all the people came 
out by hundreds and by thousands. And the king com- 
manded Joab, and Abishai, and Ittai, saying, " Deal gently for 
my sake with the young man, even with Absalom." And all I 
the people heard when the king gave all the captains charge 
concerning Absalom. The battle between the followers of 
David and those of Absalom, was fought in the Wood of 
Ephraim ; the -head of Absalom caught in the boughs of an 
oak in the wood, and his mule went from under him. A man 
who saw it told Joab, who went with ten of his young men and 
slew Absalom. -Then the army of Israel fled. A messenger, 
named Cushi, was sent to tell David of Absalom's death. 
And when he came he said, ts Tidings, my lord the king : for 
the Lord hath avenged thee this day of all them that rose up 
against thee." And the king said unto Cushi, " Is the youDg 
man Absalom safe P" And Cushi answered, " The enemies of 
my lord, the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee 
hurt, be as that young man is." And the king was much 
•moved, and went up to the -chamber over the gate, and wept : 
and as he went, thus he said, " O my son Absalom ! my son I 
Absalom ! my son, my son Absalom ! would God I had" died 
for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son !" 



18« 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1095-975 B.C. 



Absalom — being the eldest son of 
David, after Amnon, he felt that the 
throne was his by right of seniority : 
bnt perceiving that his father intended 
to give it to nis young brother, Sol o- 
mon, he resolved upon making an effort 
to baffle that design. 

pursuit — the immediate pursuit of 
David, and his small body of adherents, 
by such nn overwhelming force as that 
at Absalom's command would have soon 
terminated his reign. 

first assembled — the object of this 
advice was to gain time for David ; and, 
to induce Absalom to adopt it, Hushai 
represented the indignation of David to 
be like that of a bear when cruelly rob- 
bed of her whelps. 

lead — this advice was flattering to 
the pride of Absalom, but intended for 
his overthrow, Hushai being well aware 
that he possessed neither the experience 
nor the other necessary qualifications 
for a military leader. 

hanged — mortified because his advice 
was not followed, and conscious that 
the rebellion would prove abortive ; since 
Absalom was resolved to follow Hu- 
sbai's counsel, he violently terminated 
his existence. 

Barxillai — ' iron-made the name 
was characteristic of the man, for his 
attachment to David was strong and 
unbending. 

numbered, ifc. — these important mili- 
tary preparations could not have been 
made, had Ahithophel's counsel been 
adopted. 

succour — the best aid he could give 



them was to see them go out of the city, 
but himself to remain within it, thus 
leaving them free of all anxiety respect- 
ing him. 

gate-side — probably at the entrance 
of the guard- room in the side of the 
gateway of Mnhanaim ; the city was 
walled and fortified. Lesson 13 and 55, 
' Mahauaim.' 

Deal gently— this extraordinary in- 
stance of mercy is to be attributed to his 
fatherly fondness, and to his benignity 
of character. 

head— while riding in the wood he 
was caught by his chin in two divided 
boughs of an oak-tree ; the violence of 
the shock perhaps stunned him for a time. 

Then — the death of Absalom deprived 
the rebels of their leader, and also of 
every reasonable excuse for prolonging 
the battle. His cause died with him- 
self; for he had no heir to sustain his 
pretensions. 

moved— his firmness was overcome, 
and he poured forth a piteous lament 
for his rebellious son. 

chamber — such as those which may 
be seen over the gateways of castles or 
cities in our own country. This cham- 
ber was used, according to circum- 
stances, as a court of justice, a watch- 
tower, a state-room, or a refreshment 
room. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Giloh— a city of Judah of which 
Ahithophel was a native. 

Wood op Ephraim— an extensive 
forest on the East of the Jordan. 



DAVID'S LAMENT FOE ABSALOM. 

« WOULD GOD I HAD DIED FOR THEE, O ABSALOM, MY SON, MY SON." 

The king stood still 
Till the last echo died: then throwing off 
The sackcloth from his brow, and laying back 
The pall from the still features of his child, 
He bow'd his head upon him, and broke forth 
Id the resistless eloquence of woe. 
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" Alas," my noble boy ! that thou should'st die ! 

Thou, who wert made so beautifully fair! 
That death should settle in thy glorious eye, 

And leave his stillness in this clustering hair. 
How could he mark thee for the silent tomb, 
My proud boy, Absalom! 

" Cold is thy brow, my son ! and I am chill, 
As to my bosom I have tried to press thee; 

How was I wont to feel my pulses thrill; 

Like a rich harp-string, yearning to caress thee, 

And hear thy sweet "my father" from these dumb 
And cold lips, Absalom ! 

" The grave hath won thee, I shall hear the gush 
Of music, and the voices of the young : 

And life will pass me in the mantling blush, 
And the dark tresses to the soft winds flung; 

But thou no more, with thy sweet voice, shall come 
To meet me, Absalom! 

" And, oh ! when I am stricken, and my heart, 
Like a bruis'd reed, is waiting to be broken, 

How will its love for thee, as I depart, 
Yearn for thine ear to drink its last deep token! 

It were so sweet, amid death's gathering gloom, 
To see thee, Absalom ! 

"And now, farewell! 'Tis hard to give thee up, 
With death so like a gentle slumber on thee: — 

And thy dark sin ! — Oh ! I could drink the cup, 
If from this woe, its bitterness had won thee; 

May God have called thee, like a wanderer, home 
My erring Absalom I" 

He covered up his face, and bowed himself 
A moment on his child ; then, giving him 
A look of melting tenderness, he clasped 
His hands convulsively, as if in prayer; 
And, as a strength were given him of God, 
He rose up calmly, and composed the pall 
Firmly and decently, and left him there, 
As if his rest had been a breathing sleep. 

Willis. 



Digitized by 



62. DAVID'S RETURN TO JERUSALEM. 
2 Samuel xix. xx. 

David mourned so -bitterly for Absalom that the victory that 
day was turned into mourning unto all the people ; for they 
heard how the king was grieved for his son. And Joab went 
to him and told him that the people were displeased with his 
grief ; David then arose, and went forth, and the people came 
round him. And all the people were at strife, saying, " The 
king saved us out of the hand of our enemies, and he delivered 
us out of the hand of the Philistines ; and now he is fled out 
of the land for Absalom. And Absalom whom we anointed 
over us, is dead in battle : now therefore -why speak ye not a 
word of bringing the king back ?" And king David sent to 
Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying, " -Speak unto the 
elders of Judah, saying, Why are ye the last to bring the 
king back to his house ? seeing the speech of all Israel is 
come to the king, even to his house. Ye are my brethren, 
ye are my bones and my flesh : wherefore then are ye the 
last to bring back the king ?" He also sent a message to 
-Amasa who was Absalom's general, and Amasa »bowed the 
heart of all the men of Judah, even as the heart of one man ; 
so that they sent this word unto the king, " Return thou, and 
all thy servants." So the king returned, and came to Jordan. 
And the people of Judah came to Gilgal to meet the king, to 
conduct him over Jordan. And Shimei came, and -fell down 
before David and confessed his sin. David forgave him. 
Mephibosheth also came, and -told the king of Ziba's slander 
and deceit. Barzillai -went over Jordan, and the king asked 
him to go to Jerusalem. He -excused himself, but wished 
his son •Chimham to go with the king. 

At the king's return the men of Judah and the men of Is- 
rael began to be -jealous of each other. David had made Amasa 
captain of the host, in place of Joab. A -revolt followed, which 
was led by Sheba. David called Amasa to assemble the men 
of Judah in three days. Amasa was longer in doing this than 
David had appointed ; wherefore the king commanded Abishai 
to assemble the people. Now when the army was assembled 
at Gibeon, Amasa arrived, and went before them ; Joab being 
jealous of the honour conferred upon Amasa went up to him, 
and -treacherously slew him. Joab then pursued Sheba, who 
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PERIOD V.] SHEBA'S REVOLT SUPPRESSED. 

had taken refuge in Abel-be th-maacka. He was about to 
besiege the city, when -a wise woman stopped him, saying, " I 
am one of them that are peaceable and faithful in Israel : thou 
seekest to destroy a city ; why wilt thou swallow up the 
inheritance of the Lord ?" And Joab answered and said, " Far 
be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy. 
The matter is not so : but a man of Mount Ephraim, Sheba 
by name, hath lifted up his hand against the king, even against 
David : deliver him only, and I will depart from the city." 
And the woman said unto Joab, " Behold his head shall be 
thrown to thee over the wall." Then the woman went unto 
all the people ; and they *cut off the head of Sheba, the son of 
Bichri, and cast it out to Joab. And he blew a trumpet, and 
they retired from the city, every man to his -tent. And Joab 
returned to Jerusalem unto the king, and he was again captain 
over David's arnrjr. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



bitterly — the grief of David damped 
the joy of his adherents for the victory 
they had gained. 

at strife— they strove who should be 
most forward to bring back the king, 
blaming one another's slackness in this 
duty. 

why speak ye not — the people were 
now anxious to have tneir rebellion 
overlooked, and wished one of their 
lenders to speak of bringing the king 
back that they might at once agree to it, 
to cover their treason. 

Speak unto, Sfc. — David, being now 
victorious, might have punished his 
rebel army, instead of which he sends 
kind messages to them by the mouth of 
the priests and Amasa. 

Amasa — he was a relative of David, 
who, perceiving his influence with the 
men or Judah, was most favourably im- 
pressed towards him; he appointed 
nim captain over the host instead of 
Joab. 

bowed— in their rebellion they proudly 
denied David's legitimate and divine 
claims on their allegiance ; his persuasive 
message, sent by Amasa, bends them 
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into a cheerful and hearty return to 
duty. 

fell down — meanness and cowardice 
were now as visible in Shimei's conduct 
as cruelty and insult had previously 
been. David knew that his submission 
was only to prevent the punishment he 
deserved. Lesson 60, 'Shimei;' 6T, 
'to slay him.' 

told the king— from the day that 
David had left Jerusalem to the time of 
his return, Mephibosheth had not 
dressed his feet, for he was lame, nor 
trimmed his beard — the neglect of which 
bespoke the bitterness of his grief for 
David's troubles. On the day that 
David fled, Mephibosheth intended te 
have rode out of Jerusalem with him, * 
but Ziba had anticipated him, leaving 
him without the means of removal, for 
he took with him Mephibosheth's ass. 

went over — most of the people forded 
the Jordan, but the king, with his 
household and baggage, crossed over 
in a ferry-boat. 

excused— -he pleaded that because of 
his age, which was then four-score 
years, he should prove but a burden ist 
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" GRATITUDE FOR PAST MERCIES." [1095-975 B.C. 



the king's palace. The aged should 
withdraw themselves from the pleasures 
of youth. 

Chimham — he received a kind requital 
from David for his father's hospitality. 
David probably made over to him a small 
portion of his own patrimony of land, 
near to the gate or Bethlehem, upon 
which Chimham resided. 

jealous — the men of Israel were dis- 
eased that the tribes of Judah had 
oroaght back David without giving 
them a share in the honour; but the 
Jndahites replied that he was near of 
kin to them ; the Israelites rejoined 
that they had a tenfold interest in the 
king, which the men of Judah denied. 
David took no part in this controversy. 
Sheba, a Benjamite, sounded the note 
of revolt — scornfully turning the denial 
of Israel's right in the king, to a denial 
of his claims on their allegiance. 

revolt — Sheba shouted the watch- 
word, "To your tents, O Israel;" 
eleven tribes then turned away from 
David and followed Sheba. 

treacherously — the mode was probably 
thus ; — as be approached Amasa he let 
full his sword from his girdle, which he 
lifted with his left hand, so as not to 
excite the suspicion of Amasa ; coming 



towards him with a friendly coun- 
tenance, he reached forth his right 
hand to touch Amasa's beard, in a re- 
spectful and friendly manner, and then 
he perpetrated the dastardly and bloody 
deed, by thrusting him through with the 
sword that was in his left hand. Abishai 
assisted in this horrid murder, as he had 
done in that of Abner. Les. 55 'slew him/ 

a wise woman — a discreet or prudent 
woman; perhaps one accustomed to 
advise in civil matters ; her wisdom 
was very evident in desiring peace 
rather than war. A great deal of mis- 
chief, sorrow, and bloodshed would be 
avoided if contending parties would try 
to understand each other. 

cutoff— it was not an uncommon 
occurrence in eastern countries for the 
inhabitants of a house, city, or fortress, 
to consult their own safety by delivering 
up any obnoxious persons who might 
have taken refuge among them. 

tent — down to this late period we find 
that tents were common in Israel. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Abel-beth-maacha— a city of Naph- 
tali, sometimes called Abel-maim; in 
this city the rebel, Sheba, was besieged 
by Joab. 



GRATITUDE FOR PAST MERCIES. 

When all thy mercies, O my God, 

My rising soul surveys, 
Transported with the view, I'm lost 

In wonder, love, and praise. 

O how shall words with equal warmth 

The gratitude declare, 
That glows within my ravish 'd heart ! 

But Thou canst read it there. 

To all my weak complaints and cries, 

Thy mercy lent an ear, 
Err yet my feeble thoughts had learn 'd 

To form themselves in prayer. 

When in the slippery paths of youth, 

With heedless steps I ran, 
Thine arm unseen convey'd me safe, 

And led me up to man. 
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THE GIBEONITES AVENGED. 



Through hidden dangers, toils, and deaths, 

It gently clear'd my way, 
And through the pleasing snares of vice, 

More to be fear'd thau they. 

When worn with sickness, oft hast Thou 

With health renew'd my face: 
And when in sins and sorrows sunk, 

ReviveM my soul with grace. 

Ten thousand thousand precious gifts, 

My daily thanks employ; 
Nor is the least a cheerful heart, 

That tastes those gifts with joy. 

Through every period of my life, 

Thy goodness I'll pursue; 
And after death, in distant worlds, 

The glorious theme renew. 

Through all eternity to Thee 
• A joyful song I'll raise; 
For 0 ! Eternity's too short 
To utter all thy praise. 

Addison. 



63. RIZPAH. DAVID NUMBERS THE PEOPLE. 
2 Samuel xxi.-xxiv. 

There was a famine in the land of Israel during three 
years. David inquired of the Lord the cause of the famine. 
The Lord answered that it was for Saul having -slain the 
Gibeonites, with whom the Israelites had made a covenant of 
peace. The Gibeonites required that seven persons of -Saul's 
house should be given up to them. The king gave up the 
two sons of Rizpah, a concubine of Saul, and -five sons of 
Merab, but he spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, 
because of his covenant with Jonathan. The Gibeonites 
hanged them. Rizpah tenderly watched the bodies of her two 
sons, and o the five grandsons of Saul thus slain, suffering 
neither the -birds of the air to rest on them by day, nor the 
•beasts of the field by night. When David heard what Rizpah 
had done, he went and took the bones of Saul and the bones 
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THREE DAYS' PESTILENCE. [1095-975 B.C. 

of Jonathan his son from the men of Jabesh-gilead, and they 
gathered the -bones of them that were hanged ; and the bones 
of Saul and Jonathan buried they in the country of Benjamin 
in Zelah, in the sepulchre of Kish his father. And -after that 
God was -intreated for the land. 

There were still several wars between Israel and the Phi- 
listines. In one of these a giant named Ishbibenob would have 
slain David, but Abishai succoured David, and slew the giant. 
After this, the men of David said, " Thou shalt go no more 
out with us to battle, that thou quench not the -light of 
Israel." -Three other giants were at this time slain. 

David again sinned against the Lord in -numbering the 
people, and the Lord's anger was kindled against him. After- 
wards, David's heart reproached him, and he confessed his sin 
to the Lord. The word of the Lord came unto the prophet 
Gad, David's seer, saying, " Go and say unto David, Thus 
saith the Lord, I offer thee three things : choose thee one of 
them, that I may do it unto thee. Shall seven years of famine 
come unto thee in thy land ? or wilt thou flee three months 
before thine enemies, while they pursue thee ? or that there 
be three days' pestilence in thy land ?" And David said unto 
Gad, " I am in a great -strait ; let us fall now into the hand of 
the Lord, (for his mercies are great,) and let me not fall into 
the hand of man." So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel, 
from the morning even to the -time appointed ; and there died 
of the people, from Dan even to Beersheba, seventy thousand 
men. And when the -angel stretched out his hand upon 
Jerusalem to destroy it, David spake unto the Lord, and said, 
" Lo, *I have sinned, and I have done wickedly : but these 
sheep, what have they done ? -Let thine hand, I pray thee, be 
against me, and against my father's house." At the com- 
mand of God, David reared up an altar unto the Lord in the 
threshing-floor of -Oman, the Jebusite ; there the king offered 
burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, and the plague was 
stayed. The Tabernacle of the Lord, which Moses made in 
the wilderness, and the altar of the burnt-offering, were then 
at Gibeon. 
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slain— at the time when Doeg destroyed 
the inhabitants of Nob. Lesson 48, * slew,' 
« league Lesson 31, * covenant.' 

SauTs house — of his family, or descendants. 
five— Merab— the eldest daughter of Saul, 
who had been promised to David as his 
reward for slaying Goliath, but who was 
given to Adriel. Merab, who had no power 
over her father's decisions, was spared the 
pain of seeing all her sons hanged together, 
for she died while they were young. Michal, 
who had adopted and brought them up for 
Adriel, was greatly afflicted by their un- 
timely end. Had Adriel acted uprightly, by 
declining the honour of becoming the king's 
son-in-law, knowing that Merab had been 
promised to David, he would have escaped 
this severe affliction. Lesson 47, ' he gave.' 

tenderly— the. fond, maternal feelings of 
Rizpah dictated her long vigil ; it was told 
David what she had done, and he gave 
honourable burial to the remains. 

birds— bead*— had Rizpah not watched 
the bodies of her sons and relatives they 
would have become the prey of vultures, 
or been devoured by jackals, and other 
voracious animals, who would soon have 
reduced them to skeletons. It is supposed 
that this affectionate woman was occupied 
in her task from March till October. 

bones— the bodies thus exposed would be 
deprived of all moisture during the season 
of drought in the arid atmosphere of Canaan. 
Lesson 53, * burnt,' * bones.' 

after (hat— after Saul's entire family, with 
very few exceptions, had been gathered into 
one common grave. 

intreaied — God answered the prayers of 
his people, now that atonement was made 
for Saul's massacre of the Gibeonites, by 
sending down genial showers upon the 
parched land. 

light— a truly eastern figure, representing 
the life of the king as the sun of his people's 
happiness. Several of the Egyptian mon- 
archs were called Pharaoh, or * The Sun,' 
In David's reign the light of prosperity 
shone upon the nation with a splendour 
previously unknown. 

Three other— the first was Saph, slain by 
Sibbechai, at a battle in Gob, a plain near 
Gezer; the second was Lahmi, slain by 
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Elhanan, at another battle, in the same 
place ; and the third was a giant, 
having on each hand six fingers, and on 
each foot six toes, who was slain by Jona- 
than, the son of Shimeah, David's brother, 
at Gath. 

numbering— David's successes in war sug- 
gested to him the thought of raising a 
standing array, probably with the view of 
extending his conquests. This design was 
opposed to the will of God. Joab, a man of 
great hardihood, was so far instructed in 
the law as to know that David's design was 
wrong ; his reply to David is deserving 
attention ; 2 Sam. xxiv. 3. He complied 
with the command of David, but ceased 
before he had completed his task, " for the 
king's word was abominable to Joab.'* 

straits- difficulty. 

time appointed — three days. 

an^d— David had a vision of an angel with 
a sword in his hand stretched over Jeru- 
salem. 

I have sinned— this was a prompt and 
humble confession of sin which the con- 
science-stricken king made before the Lord. 

Let thine hand— this was not the hasty 
ejaculation of a man who had the awful 
temerity to dare God's judgments, as the 
Jews did in the time of Christ, when they 
cried out, " his blood be on us and on our 
children but it was the voluntary sur- 
render of himself, as the transgressor, for 
the people, whom he considered guiltless. 

threshing-floor— it was on the summit of 
Mount Moriah. Lesson 37, * hide.' 

Oman— called also Araunah ; when the 
king informed him that he wished to par- 
chase the site of the threshing-floor for the 
erection of an altar, to offer burnt-offerings 
and peace-offerings upon, Oman refused 
payment; but David would not accept hi* 
proffered gift ; he therefore purchased the 
threshing-floor, and the implements of 
husbandry as fuel for the sacrifice, for 60* 
shekels of gold; and for the oxen to be 
offered in sacrifice, he gave 50 shekels. The 
altar was erected, the sacrifices were slain, 
and God accepted them as " a sweet smefr 
ing savour." It was on this mountain 
(Moriah) that Abraham offered up lit*. 
Lesson 9. 
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[1095-975 b. 



"THEY WERE PUT TO DEATH. ..IN THE BEGINNING OF BARLEY HARVEST." 

Hear what the desolate Rizpah said 
As on Gibeah's rocks she watch'd the dead! 
The sons of Merab before her lay, 
And her own fair children, dearer than they: 
By a death of shame they all had died, 
And were stretch'd on the bare rock, side by side; 
And Rizpah, once the loveliest of all 
That bloom'd and smil'd in the court of Saul, 
All wasted with watching and famine now, 
And scorch'd by the sun her haggard brow, 
Sat mournfully guarding their corpses there, 
And murmured a strange and solemn air, 
The low, heart-broken, wailing strain 
Of a mother that mourns her children slain. 

I have made the crags my home and spread 
On their desert backs my sackcloth bed: 
I have eaten the bitter herb of the rocks 
And drunk the midnight dew in my locks; 
I have wept till I could not weep, and the pain 
Of my burning eyeballs went to my brain. 
Seven blacken'd corpses before me lie, 
In the blaze of the sun, and the winds of the sky. 
I have watch'd them through the burning day, 
And driven the vulture and raven away ,* 
And the cormorant wheel'd in circles round, 
Yet fear'd to alight on the guarded ground. 
And, when the shadows of twilight came, 
I have seen the hyena's eyes of flame, 
And heard at my side his stealthy tread, 
But aye at my shout the savage fled: 
And I threw the lighted brand to fright 
The jackal and wolf that yell'd in the night 

Ye were foully murdered, my hapless sons, 
By the hands of wicked and cruel ones; 
Ye fell, in your fresh and blooming prime, 
All innocent, for your father's crime; 
He sinn'd — but hr paid the price of his guilt, 
When his blood by a nameless hand was spilt, 
When he strove with the heathen host in vain, 
And fell with the flower of his people slain, 
And his sceptre his children's hand should sway 
From his injured lineage passed away. 
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DAVID'S CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 



The barley-harvest was nodding white, 
When my children died on the rocky height, 
And the reapers were singing on hill and plain, 
When I came to my task of sorrow and pain. 
But now the season of rain is nigh, 
The sun is dim in the thickening sky, 
And the clouds in sullen darkness rest 
Where he hides his light at the doors of the west. 
I hear the howl of the wind that brings 
The long drear storm on its heavy wings ; 
But the howling wind, and the driving rain 
Will beat on my houseless head in vain ; 
I shall stay, from my murder'd sons to scare 
The beasts of the desert, and fowls of the air. 



64. CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 
1 Chron. xxii. & 1 Kings ii. 1-5 ; i. 5-53. 
And David said, " Solomon my son is young and -tender, 
and the house that is to be build ed for the Lord must be ex- 
ceeding -magnifical, -of fame and -of glory throughout all coun- 
tries : I will therefore now make preparation for it." So David 
•prepared abundantly before his death : he set masons to hew 
•stones ; he prepared -iron in abundance, for the nails, for the 
doors of the gates, and for the joinings ; and -brass, and -cedar 
trees in abundance. He then called Solomon, and charged 
him to build a house for the Lord. He told him that because 
he had -shed blood abundantly, and made great wars, the Lord 
would not permit him to build his house, but he had promised 
that Solomon should build it. He then said, " Now, my 
son, the Lord be with thee ; and prosper thou, and build the 
house of the Lord thy God, as he hath said of thee. Only the 
Lord give thee wisdom and understanding, and give thee 
charge concerning Israel, that thou mayest keep the law of 
the Lord thy God. Then shalt thou prosper, if thou takest 
heed to fulfil the -statutes and judgments which the Lord 
charged Moses with concerning Israel : -be strong, and of good 
courage ; -dread not, nor be -dismayed." He also told Solomon 
of -all that he had prepared for the house of the Lord ; and be 
commanded the princes of Israel to help Solomon, saying, " h 
not the Lord your God with you ? and hath he not giveta you 



Bryant. 
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adonijah's rebellion. [1095-975 b.c. 

rest on every side P for he hath given the inhabitants of the 
land into mine hand : and the land is subdued before the Lord 
and before his people. Now set your heart and your soul to 
seek the Lord your God ; arise, therefore, and build ye the 
sanctuary of the Lord God, to bring the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, and the holy vessels of God, into the house that is 
to be built to the name of the Lord." 

•Adonijah was the eldest living son of David. He was a 
goodly man, and had many servants. He made -Joab and 
Abiathar his friends, and he said he would be king. Nathan 
informed Bathsheba of all that Adonijah had done, and sent 
her to make it known to the king. Nathan also confirmed 
her tidings. David said to Bathsheba, " Assuredly Solomon , 
thy son, shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne. ,? 
He then sent for Zadok, the priest, Nathan, the prophet, 
•Benaiah, and his own guards, and told them to take Solomon 
and -anoint h m king at Gihon. Jonathan, the son of Abiathar, 
carried these tidings to Adonijah and his friends, who became 
'afraid, rose up, and went away. Adonijah feared, and ran to 
the -altar. Solomon said, " If he will shew himself a worthy 
man, there shall not a hair of him fall to the earth, but if 
•wickedness shall be found in him he shall die." Solomon 
then sent to fetch Adonijah from the altar, and when he came 
he -bowed himself before king Solomon ; and Solomon said to 
him, " Go to thine house." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

tender — inexpert enced. 
magnificat — extensive; superb ; grand. 

of fame — to be spoken of admiringly 
far and near. 

of glory — illustrious ; resplendent. 

prepared — at that time monarchs and 
other great personages who contem- 
plated expensive undertakings, were 
obliged to amass treasures lor years 
previous to commencing their expendi- 
ture: these treasures were often the 
spoil taken in wars. 

stones — these were easily obfained ; 
indeed so abundant was stone through- of Lebanon grows to the height of eighty 
oat Palestine, that houses of stone were] feet, and its branches, which are thick 

and long, shoot out horizontally from the 
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iron — iron ore was plentiful in the hills 
and mountains of Israel ; Deut. viii. U. 
The possession of Asher was rich in this 
most useful of minerals. 

brass — more properly copper, which 
was dug out of the hills of Cannau 
without much labour. Little is at pre- 
sent known of the mineral treasures of 
Palestine, for they have not been sought 
after. 

cedar-trees — the cedar is one of the 
most majestic of trees, its wood ha* an 
agreeable smell, is of a reddifh colour, 
and is bitter to the taste. The red.-ir 
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PERIOD V.] 
massive trunk. There are several vari- 
eties; the red, or pencil- cedar is some- 
time* used for cabinet-work. Compara- 
tively few cedars are at present growing 
on Mount Lebanon. Les. 29,* Lebanon.' 

tW Hood — we may conclude that God 
I* a God of peace and does not delight 
in blood; and that even just and ne- 
cessary wars are a great evil. 
tfmtmtet judgments— Les. 29, 'repeated.' 

4* strong — possess yourselves with 
vigour and determination of mind for 
the due performance of this noble 
undertaking. 

dread not — apprehend no opposition. 

dismayed— shrink not from the work 
under a sense of its vastness. 

mil that — this subject was one of great 
"interest in David's mind from the time 
the idea first struck him of building a 
temple to the Lord, as his earnestness 
in accumulat ing materials for its erection 
sufficiently testifies. The value of the 
materials thus prepared was immense. 

Adonijah — 4 Jehovah is my Lord he 
was David's fourth son, and was at this 
time about thirty-four years of age. 

Joab and Abiathar — their criminality 
was pardoned on this occasion ; though 
it appears that they continued to cherish 
treasonable designs. 

had done — he prepared chariots and 
horses, and engaged the assistance of a 
few of the chief men of the kingdom, 
and having invited the king's younger 
sons (except Solomon), and other dis- 
tinguished persons to the feast which he 
had prepared, near a fountain, on the 
eastern side of the city, he there caused 
himself to be proclaimed king. The 
fountain is supposed to be that after- 
wards known as the pool of Siloam. 



THE FESTAL MORN. 



Assuredly— David spoke with con- 
fidence and authority, because God had 
made known to him that Solomon was 
to be his successor. David had, no doubt, 
informed his sons, and the leading men 
of this appointment; the wickedness 
therefore of Absalom and Adonijah is 
apparent. 

Benaiah — he was distinguished for 
great bravery on several occasions ; after 
Joab's death, he succeeded to the com- 
mand of the army. 

anoint him — the right of eastern 
monarchs to nominate their successors 
was exercised by David, not from ca- 
price, or want of affection to his other 
sons, but in accordance with the Lord's 
will. Solomon's nomination took place 
near a fountain on the western side of 
Jerusalem, amid great shoutings, and 
blowing of trumpets. 

afraid — it does not appear that Adoni- 
jah had made arrangements for securing 
the throne, similar to those of Absalom, 
else the proclamation of Solomon would 
not have smitten him and his friends 
with terror. 

altar — in pagan countries protection 
was afforded to the worst of criminals, 
who, by fleeing to a temple, placed 
themselves under the protection of the 
priesthood ; but this is the first recorded 
instance of it in the history of the He- 
brews, although its occurrence was 
anticipated and provided for in the law 
of Moses. Exod. xxi. 14. 

wickedness — he was justly suspected of 
still harbouring plans in his bosom for 
his own elevation to the kingdom, and 
the overthrow of Solomon's claims. 

bowed — made due acknowledgment of 
submission. 



THE FESTAL MORN. 

"NOW SET YOUR HEART AND YOUR SOUL TO SEEK THE LORD YOUR GOD}.. .AND 
BUILD YE THE SANCTUARY.'* 

The festal morn, my God, is come, 
That calls me to thy honour'd dome, 

Thy presence to adore, 
My feet the summons shall attend, 
With willing steps thy courts ascend, 

And tread the hallow 'd floor. 

1.94 
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE TEMPLE. [1095-975 B.C. 

E'en now to our transported eyes, 
Fair Sion's towers in prospect rise, 

Within her gates we stand, 
And, lost in wonder, and delight, 
Behold her happy sons unite, 

In friendship's firmest band. 

Hither from Judah's utmost end 
The Heav'n protected tribes ascend ; 

Their ofPnngs hither bring; 
Here, eager to attest their joy, 
In hymns of praise their tongues employ, 

And hail th' immortal king. 
Be peace by each implor'd on thee, 
O Salem, while with bended knee 

To Jacob's God we pray ; 
How blest who calls himself thy friend ! 
Success his labours shall attend, 

And safety guard his way. 

Merrick. 



65. PREPARATIONS FOR THE TEMPLE. 
1 Chron. xxviii. 9-21 ; xxix. ; 1 Kings ii. 1-12. 
David assembled the princes of the tribes, and all his 
officers, and mighty men, and told them that God had appointed 
Solomon to build a house for God. He said to Solomon, " And 
thou, my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve 
him with a -perfect heart, and a willing mind... if thou -seek 
him, he will be found of thee ; but if thou forsake him, he will 
cast thee off for ever. Take heed now ; for the Lord hath 
chosen thee to build a house for the -sanctuary ; be strong, 
and do it." David then appointed three divisions of the 
•Levites, and stated their -occupations : twenty-four divisions 
of -priests, the number of the singers, the porters, the 
gatekeepers, the -treasurers, and all the other officers required 
for the temple. He gave to Solomon the -patterns of the 
different parts of the temple, and of the vessels to be made. 
At a second assembly David asked the princes, " Who then is 
willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord." Then 
the chief of the fathers, and the princes gave much gold, and 
silver, and brass, and iron, and precious stones. They gave 
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PERIOD V.] THE LAST WORDS OF DAVID. 

willingly, and the people and David rejoiced with great joy. 
Then David blessed the Lord for his goodness, and prayed for 
the people, and for Solomon, his son. And the whole con- 
gregation blessed the Lord Gfod and worshipped : they also 
offered great sacrifices in abundance for all Israel ; and they 
did eat and drink before the Lord on that day with great 
gladness : and they made Solomon king the -second time, and 
anointed him unto the Lord to be -the chief governor, and 
Zadok to be -priest. 

When David was about to die, he again -admonished Solomon 
to keep the commandments of the Lord. He warned him of 
Joab, who had " shed the blood of war in peace," -by slaying 
Abner and Amasa. He also warned him of Shimei, who had 
•cursed him ; but he enjoined him to shew kindness to the -sons 
of Barzillai. Now these be the last words of David. " David 
the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on high, 
the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet -psalmist of 
Israel, said, the Spirit of the Lord -spake by me, and his word 
was in my tongue. The God of Israel said, the -Rock of Israel 
snake to me, -He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in 
lh3 fear of God. And he shall be as the light of the morning, 
•vhen the sun riserh, even a morning without clouds ; 'as the 
tender gra^s -springing out of the earth by clear shining after 
rain. Although my house be -not so with God ; yet he hath 
made with me an -everlasting covenant -ordered in all things, 
and sure." 

David reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three in 
Jerusalem ; he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and 
honour. He was buried in the city of David. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

appointrd— when he first announced that altar of incense, &c. stood ; 2 Chron. xxri. 
Solomon should build the temple. Less. 57. j 18 ; and also to the entire superstructure 

per/^-sincere ; not half-hearted. Less. ! °™ le tabernacle or temple. Josh. xxiv. * : 
8, ?walk before." ;2Chron.xx8. 

. Levitcs— their numbers had so greatly in- 

*a*-Isaiah xlv. 19 ; Jeremiah xxix. 13. ; creaRed 8lnce God a pp omt ed them to tht 

sanctuary— the ark ; this term, which service of the sanctuary, instead of the fiM 



denotes the holy or sanctified place is also 



born, (Lesson 24, 4 instead'), that a db- 



applied to the apartment in which the ark 
was placed ; Lev. iv. 6 ; also to the outer 
xtom where the golden oandlestick, the 
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tribution, and organization of them wMk 
reference to their duties was nepejnrj. 
They now numbered 38,000 men frosa 31 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [1095-975 B.C. 



yean did and upward ; whereas the num- 
ber taken by Moses from one month old and 
upward amounted only to 22,273. 

occupation*— 30 ,000 of them were assist- 
ants to the priests— of whom 6,000 were 
offioere and judges ; 4,000 were porters, and 
another 4,000 were musicians. 

priest*— they were divided into twenty- 
four courses, every one of which ministered 
at the altar weekly in rotation. The 
courses were distinguished by the name of 
the most eminent member of the family 
from which the course was taken. 

treasurer* — those to whom the charge of 
the king's possessions and revenues were 
committed. 

patternt —David was divinely instructed 
in ail matters relating to the extent, plan, 
furniture, and service of the Temple, so 
that Solomon's youth (for he was now only 
20 years of age) might not present any ob- 
stacle to the thorough execution of this 
magnificent national sanctuary. 

second time— he was first anointed by the 
direction of his father in the midst of a 
smalt and select assembly; this confirm- 
atory aet is before the nation, who accept 
him as their future king. 

priest— after the slaughter of the priests 
st Nob, (Less. 49) the priesthood reverted 
to ti*e family of Eleazar, the third son of 
Aaron, to whose seed it was originally pro- 
mised beeause of the fidelity of Phinehas, 
(Lea*. 28, * great blessings') but from whom 
U was transferred to the family of Ithamar 
during the time of the judges ; Lesson 89, 
'Eli.' Abiathar, the only remaining son 
of Ahimelech, remained under the pro- 
tection of David, (Less. 49) till his acces- 
sion, to the throne of Israel. From the time 
of £adok the office continued in the proper 
line. Less. 60, 4 Zadok ;' 66, 4 banished.' 

admonished —affectionately instructed. 

bp slaying— Lesson 55, 1 slew him ;' 62, 
' treacherously ;' 66, 4 slain there.' 

cursed — Lesson 60, ' Shimei ;' 67, 4 slay 
+o*SQf—lj***m 62, 4 excused.' 



psalmist — David composed a large number 
of sacred songs to commemorate important 
events in his own history, and in that of 
his nation ; he also collected many others 
which were known to the people before his 
reign ; all these he arranged, and set to 
music, and appointed to be sung, in order 
in the tabernacle, and subsequently in the 
temple. 

spake by me— in the sacred compositions 
referred to— the book of Psalms. 

Rock— David views Israel, metaphorically, 
as a holy superstructure, having for its im- 
moveable Rock of ages the immutable and 
eternal Jehovah. 

He that— God — every man occupying the 
station of a Ruler, whether independent of 
other rulers or subordinate to them, should 
keep this injunction constantly before him ; 
knowing that he is responsible to God for 
the faithful discharge of his duties. 

whin, Sfc — those who rule in the fear of 
God will find that the clouds raised by men, 
to darken or mislead them, will speedily 
vanish. 

as the —the justice and benevolence of an 
upright ruler, shall render his name refresh- 
ing and grateful in the affections of his 
people. 

springing— the grass springs with amaz- 
ing quickness in eastern climes after the 
descent of fertilizing showers. 

not so— David here refers to the irreligious 
conduct of some members of his family, 
as well as to his own sin ; and reflecting on 
these acts, he takes occasion to admire the 
condescension of God in adhering to his 
promises to him and his seed. 
everlasting — Lesson 57, 4 house;' 4 for evor.' 

ordered — the covenant was properly and 
accurately drawn up. Lesson 57 ; Psalm 
lxxxix. 19-37. 

buried— the sepulchre of the kings, in 
Jerusalem, was cut through the solid rock, 
and consisted of several chambers with 
niches in the sides where the coffins were 
laid. Travellers mention these sepulchres 
as interesting objects to visit. Less. 55, 
4 sepulchre.* 
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" THE SPIRIT OP THB LORD SPAKE BY ME, AND HIS WORD WAS IN MY T0N6UE." 

Thus hath the son of Jesse said, 
When Israel's God had raised his head 

To high imperial sway, 
Struck with his last poetic fire, 
Zion's sweet psalmist tun'd his lyre 

To this harmonious lay. 

Thus dictates Israel's sacred rock ; 
Thus hath the God of Jacob spoke 
By my responsive tongue : 
Behold the just One over men 
Commencing his religious reign 
Great subject of my song; 

So gently shines the genial ray, 
The cloudless lamp of rising day. 

And cheers the tender flow'rs, 
When midnight's soft diffusive rain 
Hath bless'd the gardens and the plain 

With kind refreshing showers. 

Shall not my house this honour boast? 
My soul th' eternal cov'nant trust, 

Well order'd still and sure? 
There all my hopes and wishes meet: 
In death I call its blessing sweet, 

And feel its bond secure. Doddridge. 



66. SOLOMON'S SACRIFICES, VISION, &c. 
1 Kings ii. 13-iii. 
Solomon and the congregation of Israel went to Gibeon. 
There he offered a thousand burnt offerings to God. God 
appeared to him in a dream by night, and said, " Ask what I 
shall give thee." And Solomon said, " Thou hast shewed unto 
thy servant David my father great mercy, -according as he 
walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in up- 
rightness of heart with thee ; and -thou hast kept for him this 
great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his 
throne, as it is this day. And now, O Lord my God, thou 
hast made thy servant king instead of David my father : and 
I am but -a little child : I know not .how to go out or come in. 
And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast 
chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted 
198 
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SOLOMON'S JUDGMENT. ADONIJAH AGAIN REBELS. 



for multitude. Give therefore thy servant an understanding 
heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good 
and bad : for who is able to judge this thy so great a people ?' ' 
And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked 
this thing. And God said unto him, " Because thou hast asked 
this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life ; neither 
hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 
enemies : but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern 
judgment ; Behold, I have done according to thy words : lo, 
I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart ; so that 
there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall 
any rise like unto thee. And I have also given thee that 
which thou hast not asked, both riches and honour : so that 
there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy 
days. And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes, 
•as thy father David did walk, then I will -lengthen thy days." 

Two women came to Solomon for judgment. They lived 
in one house and they both had infants. One of the infants 
died in the night. The woman to whom it belonged took the 
other woman's child, and put her dead child by the side of the 
mother of the living child. In the morning the mother of the 
living child knew that the dead child was not hers, and that 
the children had been exchanged. So they came before Solo- 
mon, and made their complaint. Solomon then -said, " Bring me 
•a sword and divide the living child in two, and give half to the 
one and half to the other ?" But the mother of the living child 
cried out, " Give her the living child, and in no wise slay it." 
The other woman said, " Nay, but divide it." Then Solomon 
knew which was the real mother of the living child, and he 
commanded it to be given to her. 

Adonijah again 'conspired against Solomon, and he sent 
Benaiah to -put him to death. Abiathar and Joab had -joined 
in his conspiracy. Solomon 'banished Abiathar to Anathoth ; he 
would not put him to death because he had been much with 
David in his afflictions. Abiathar was a descendant of Eli, 
and the prophecy against Eli's seed was thus fulfilled. Joab 
fled to the tabernacle, and was slain there, by Benaiah. At 
this time Solomon sent for Shimei, and said if he left Jer- 
usalem, he should surely die. 199 
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dream — Lesson 7, ' vision.' 

according — the measure of oar bless- 
ings will not be according to our merit, 
but the continuance of God's mercies 
will be regulated by the obedience or 
disobedience of our lives, and by the 
sincerity or deeeitfulness of our hearts. 

thou h*st — God's children trace all 
their prosperity to him who putteth 
down one and setteth up another ; who 
gives or withholds his blessings as seem- 
eth him good. 

a little child— he felt that the office to 
which he in his tender youth, was 
elevated, wan of such dignity and res- 
ponsibility that his experience and 
qualifications were disproportionate to 
the task of fulfilling its duties ; and he 
gave utterance to the language of be- 
coming humility. 

as — not substituting the rashness of 
Saul (Less. 45, « seven days*) for faith- 
ful obedience to the Lord's will; nor 
setting up the gods of the heathen, or 
any representation of Jehovah, as objects 
of religious adoration. Lesson 71, 
' turned.' 

lengthen — the promise of long life to 
those who honoured their parents, 
(Less. 22) should be fulfilled in Solo- 
mon's history, if he honoured his father's 
instruction and example by adhering 
faithfully to the Lord's service. The 
prolonging ofhis dynasty is also included 
in this promise. Less. 57, * for ever/ 

said — the exercise of such a preroga- 
tive as this, which gave Solomon the 
power of deciding a question of life and 
death in so summary a manner, would 
not be tolerated in European countries ; 
but in the East, where authority is 
arbitrary nnd despotic, this prerogative 
is admitted as the sovereign's right. 



The despotism, however, of the kings of 
Israel was kept in check by the equit- 
able laws of Moses, and by the benign 
influence of the established religion. 

a sword — his object was to ascertain 
which of the women loved the child he 
best. 

conspired — he asked that a wife shcnld 
be given him from the royal household 
of David, honing that by such a mar- 
riage, he mipnt create a strong party a 
support of his claims. 

put him to death — treason against tie 
king's life is in every country esteen- 
ed a crime deserving of death ; so wis 
it in Israel. The request of A don i jab 
included the design of dethroning Solo- 
mon and putting him to death, the very 
attempt to accomplish which, would 
cause a fearful commotion in Israel. 

joined — this is the second time they 
gave evidence of their hatred- of him 
whom God had chosen to rule his people. 
Lesson 64. 

banished — confined to his city Anathoth, 
and excluded from all participation in 
the public service of the Sanctuary. 
Lesson 39, ' seed ;' 49, ' Abiathar.' 

slain there — the privileges of God's 
altar extended not to the protection of 
a murderer and a twice-convicted 
conspirator; justice is paramount tojill 
civil or religious prerogatives. Les. 65, 
4 by slaying.' 

Shimei— Lesson 67, ' slay him/ 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

Anathoth— a levitiral city, and a 
city of refuge in the tribe of Benjamin. 
Jeremiah the prophet was a native of 
this place, and he purchased a field in 
it of Hanameel, his uncle's son. 



SOLOMON'S CHOICE. 

"GIVE THY SERVANT AN UNDERSTANDING HEART TO JUDGE THY PEOPLE.* 

Almighty God, in humble prayer, 

To Thee our souls we lilt, 
Do Thou our waiting minds prepare 

For thy most needful gift. 



200 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOLOMON MARRIES PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER. [1095-975 B.C. 



We ask not golden streams of wealth 

Along our path to flow; 
We ask not undecaying health, 

Nor length of years below. 

We ask not honours which an hour 

May bring and take away ; 
We ask not pleasure, pomp, and power, 

Lest we should go astray. 

We ask for wisdom: — Lord, impart 
The knowledge how to live; 

A wise and understanding heart 
To all before Thee give. 

For we, like children, born in sin, 
Enow not, till Thou hast taught, 

How to go out, or how come in, 
By word, or deed, or thought. 

The young remember Thee in youth, 

Before the evil days ! 
The old be guided by thy truth 



67. THE COVENANT WITH HIRAM. SHIMEI SLAIN. 
1 Kings iii. 1 ; 2 Chron. ii ; 1 Kings v ; 1 Kings ii. 39-46. 



Solomon married the daughter of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
and brought her unto the city of David, until he had made an 
end of building his own house, and the house of the Lord, and 
the 'wall of Jerusalem round about. And Solomon -reigned 
over all kingdoms from the river unto the land of the Philis- 
tines, and unto the border of Egypt. And he had a thousand 
and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand -horsemen , 
which he placed in the -chariot cities and at Jerusalem. 

He sent to -Hiram, king of Tyre, who was ever a lover of 
David, desiring that he would command his servants to hew 
him -cedar-trees and -fir-trees out of Lebanon. Hiram was 
pleased with this, and -said, " Because the Lord hath loved his 
people, he hath made thee king over them. Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, that made heaven and earth, who hath 
given to David, the king> a wise son, endued with prudence 



In wisdom's pleasant ways! 



J. Montgomery. 




PERIOD V.] THE AGREEMENT WITH KING HIRAM. 

and understanding, that might build a bouse for the Lord, and 
a bouse for bis kingdom/' He said moreover, " -I will do all 
thy desire concerning timber of cedar and timber of fir ; my 
servants shall bring them down from Lebanon -unto the sea ; 
and I will convey them by sea in floats, unto the place that 
thou shalt appoint me, and will cause them to be discharged* 
there, and thou shalt receive them ; and thou shalt accomplish 
my desire in giving -food for my household." And Solomon 
gave Hiram -twenty-thousand measures of wheat, for food to 
his household, and -twenty measures of pure oil ; thus gave 
Solomon to Hiram year by year. Solomon appointed 
three-score-and-ten-thousand men to bear burdens; four- 
score-thousand to hew in the mountains ; and three-thousand- 
and-six-hundred to oversee them. Solomon also desired 
Hiram to send him a skilful man to work in gold, silver, 
brass, and iron; in purple, and crimson, and blue. King 
Hiram sent Hiram, a widow's son ; the widow was of the 
tribe of Dan, but her deceased husband was a man of Tyre. 
And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him; 
and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon ; and they 
two made a league together. 

After three years, two of the servants of Shimei ran away 
to Gath. Shimei went after them, and brought them to 
Jerusalem. It was told Solomon that Shimei had been at 
Gath, and was returned. Solomon sent for Shimei, and told 
him of the oath he had sworn not to leave Jerusalem. He also 
reminded him of his wickedness towards David, his father, 
and then commanded Benaiah -to slay him. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



daughter of— Egypt was at this time 
governed by a prince of great power and 
influence. From the time of Moses till now 
no mention is made of Egypt in the history 
of Israel. The fact that Solomon formed 
an alliance with so powerful a nation — 
whose ancestors had kept the Israelites in 
bondage — shews the importance into which 
the Hebrew kingdom had risen. Les. 70, 
'ray wife.' 

city of David- Les. 66, « called it,' 
202 



wall — he extended, raised, and fortified 
the walL 

reigned— the influence of his piety and 
wisdom, and the knowledge of his wealth 
and power, brought the neighbouring 
nations to a voluntary acknowledgment of 
his greatness, so that his royal sway 
not confined to the tribes of Israel. 

from the ntvr— from the Euphrates to tbe 
Mediterranean Sea. 
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NOTES, EXPLANATIONS, ETC. [1095-975 B.C. 



horsemen — Solomon's affinity with the 
king of Egypt produced results contrary to 
God's express injunction ; Deut. xviL 16. 
Cavalry formed an important feature in his 
standing army ; moreover he maintained 
this great army in a time of national peace 
and great prosperity. Les. 57, ' Hadadezer ;' 
63, 4 numbering.' 

chariot cities — cities used as magazines for 
military armaments and stores. 

Hiram— Les. 66, 'Hiram.' 

cedar-trees — Les. 64, 'cedar-trees.' 

fir-tree* — they grew abundantly on Mount 
Lebanon and in other parts of Palestine 
and Syria ; they rose to a great height, and 
their timber was much esteemed, and ap- 
plied in building, in various arts, and for 
instruments of different kinds. 

said — this congratulatory message proves 
that Hiram was a worshipper of the True 
God. 

/ wQl do, if Hiram had not 
acceded to Solomon's desire, the design of 
building the temple could scarcely have 
been carried out Solomon might have 
obtained all he wanted for the work, except 
timber, from Egypt, but Egypt wanted 
timber more than any other nation. At 



this time Solomon had not yet established 
maritime commerce. Les. 70, 4 navy.* 

unto the sea— Tyre was on the sea-coast ; 
being flanked on the west by the towering 
heights of Lebanon ; the Tyrians could 
easily command its vast resources of cedars 
and firs. Launching the spars at Tyre they 
formed them into floats or rafts, and coasted 
them to Japho (Joppa), the chief maritime 
port of Judea, from whence they were con- 
veyed to Jerusalem. 

food — the want of money, or a national 
current coin, obliged Solomon to pay for 
the timber in goods ; this mode of business 
is called barter. Tyre supplied Israel with 
craftsmen, and Israel supplied Tyre with 
corn and oil. 

20,000 measures— namely 400,000 pints of 
wheat. 

20 measures— or four-hundred pints. 

to slay — in eastern courts executioners 
form a necessary appendage to regal estab- 
lishments ; for the kings or emperors, being 
armed with despot io powers, find it pru- 
dent sometimes to command the immediate 
decapitation of offenders. Shimei's life 
was spared on the condition recorded in 
Lesson 62, which he now violated, and thus 
brought ruin upon himself. 



BLESSING. 

u BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL." 

Blessed be thy name for ever, 

Thou of life the guard and giver; 

Thou canst guard thy creatures sleeping ; 

Heal the heart long broke with weeping. 

God of stillness and of motion, 

Of the desert and the ocean, 

Of the mountain, rock, and river, 

Blessed be thy name for ever. 

Thou who slumberest not, nor sleepest, 

Blest are they thou kindly keepest; 

God of evening's parting ray, 

Of midnight's gloom and dawning day 

That rises from the azure sea, 

Like breathings of eternity ; 

God of life ! that fade shall never, 

Blessed be thy name for ever. Hooo. 
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68. THE TEMPLE BUILT. 
1 Kings vi. vii. 2 Chronicles iv. 

The -Temple was built at Jerusalem on -Mount Moriah. 
Here stood the -threshing-floor of Oman the Jebusite, where 
David had erected an altar to the Lord. It was commenced 
in the fourth year of Solomon's reign. Within, it was overlaid 
with fine gold, and garnished with precious stones. It was 
built of -stone, which was made ready before it was brought 
thither, so that there was neither hammer, nor ax, nor any 
tool of iron heard in the house, while it was building. And 
the length of the house which king Solomon built, for the Lord, 
was -threescore cubits, and the breadth -twenty cubits, and the 
height -thirty cubits. And the porch before the temple of the 
house, twenty cubits was the length thereof, according to 
the breadth of the house ; and ten cubits was the breadth 
thereof before the house. And he made the most holy house, 
the length whereof was according to the breadth of the house 
twenty cubits, and the breadih thereof twenty cubits ; and he 
overlaid it with fine gold, amounting to six-hundred talents. 

And Hiram made a -molten sea : it measured ten cubits from 
the one brim to the other ; it was round all about, and its 
height was five cubits, and a line of thirty cubits did compass 
it round about. It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking to- 
wards the north, and three looking towards the west, and 
three looking towards the south, and three looking towards 
the east, and the sea was set above upon them, and all their 
hinder parts were inward. And Solomon made all the vessels 
that pertained unto the house of the Lord ; the -altar of gold, 
and the table of gold, whereupon the shewbread was, and the 
candlesticks of pure gold, five on the right side, and five on the 
left, before the oracle, with the flowers, and the lamps, and 
the tongs of gold, and the bowls, and the snuffers, and the 
basons, and the spoons, and the censers of pure gold ; and the 
hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner house, the most 
holy place, and for the doors of the house, to wit of the temple. 
So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the 
house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the things which 
David his father had dedicated; even the silver, and the 
vessels, did he put among the treasures of the house of the 
Lord. The ark, -from Mount Zion, and all the -holv veaaeli 
204 " - 
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THE TEMPLE FINISHED. [1095-975 B.C 

were brought into the temple by the Levites. There was 
nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone, which Moses 
put therein at Horeb. Solomon was seven years in building 
the temple. And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, 
saying, " Concerning the house which thou art building, if, 
thou wilt walk in my statutes, and execute my judgments, 
and keep all my commandments to walk in them ; then will I 
perform my word with thee which I spake unto David thy 
father : and I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will 
not forsake my people Israel." So Solomon built the house 
and -finished it. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Temple — Lesson 57, 'temple;' this 
magnificent edifice — the glory of Jeru- 
salem, and the admiration of surround- 
ing' nations and succeeding ages, formed 
the permanent place of ritual worship 
for toe Jewish nation, during a period of 
rbor-hundred-and-twenty years. Less. 
122. The inner apartments were simi- 
lar in plan to the two divisions of the 
tabernacle, <fc served a similar purpose ; 
Lea. 23, ' tabernacle ;' * 65, ' sanctuary.' 
The front of the temple, like that of the 
tabernacle, looked towards the east, so 
that the worshippers, on entering the 
bouse of the Lord, had their backs 
torned opon the sun — that great object 
of pagan idolatry. The splendid porch 
extended across' the entire front of the 
building, supported by two massive 
pillars of brass, or rather copper, called 
Jachin and Boaz, which mean, "it shall 
stand'* " in strength." On eaeh side of 
the Temple, and iii the rear, there were 
erected three stories of chambers, 
which were connected with the main 
building by means of a gallery that 
mi-rounded the house. Two courts, or 
areas, called the inner and the outer 
courts, formed the entrances. 

Mount Moriah- -ihe summit of this 
hill did not afford space sufficiently 
large for the foundation ; it had to be 
levelled, and portions of the valley on 
either side had to be filled up before the 
bnildini? oonld be commenced. 
threshing -floor — L.63, 'threshing-floor.' 

stone — the stones nsed were of extra- 
ordinary dimensions, some measuring 
fourteen feet long by four feet high. 



three-score cubits — nearly 100 feet. 

twenty cubits— thirty feet. 

thirty cubits— forty-five feet. 

molten sea — an immense basin of brass, 
used for the same purposes as the laver 
of the tabernacle. Lesson 23. 

attar of— for burning the incense upon. 

from Mount Z ion— Lesson 56. 

holy vessels— Lesson 23. 

two tables — Lessons 22, ' ten com- 
mandments 23, ' threw down/ ' ark 
26, ' testimony.' 

if thou wilt — hence we see that the 
peculiar and distinguishing privileges 
of the Mosaic dispensation were con- 
ditionally conferred upon the people of 
Israel. Solomon was not to presume 
upon the duration of the covenant un- 
less he and the people of Israel con- 
tinned in obedience. 

finished it — in the eleventh year of 
his reign. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Mount Moriah— the name of a 
mountain on the north-east of Jeru- 
salem ; it. was at first without the city, 
but David purchased it from Araunah 
the Jebusite, and erected on it an altar 
to God; it was atterwarls chosen as 
the situation for the Temple which 
Solomon built, when it was included 
within the walls of the city. 

Mount Zion— the strong hold, or the 
hill on which was the fort so called; 
forming the south-western portion of 
the ground, on which, at a later period 
Jerusalem stood. 

n 505, 
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PERIOD V.] THE TEMPLE DEDICATED TO GOD. 



PSALM. 

"ALL NATIONS SHALL SERVE HIM." 

Fall down ye nations and adore 
Jehovah on the mercy seat ; 
Like prostrate seas on every shore, 
That cast their billows at your feet. 

Let hallelujahs to the skies, 

With ocean's everlasting sound — 

The voice of many waters rise 

Day without night, as time goes round. 

Come from the East — with gifts, ye kings 
Bring gold, and frankincense and myrrh ; 
Where'er the morning spreads her wings 
Let man to God his vows prefer. 

Come from the West, — the bond, the free, 
His easy service make your choice ; 
Ye isles of the Pacific sea 
Like halcyon-nests ; in God rejoice. 

Come from the South ; — through desert-sands 
A highway for the Lord prepare ; 
Let Ethiopia stretch her hands, 
And Lybia pour her soul in prayer. 

Come from the North ; let Europe raise 
In all her languages one song; 
Give God the glory, power, and praise, 
That to his holy name belong. 

J. Montgomery. 



69. THE TEMPLE DEDICATED AND ACCEPTED. 
1 Kings viii.-ix. 9 ; 2 Chron. v.-vii. 
When Solomon dedicated the Temple to God he assembled 
the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes at Jeru- 
salem. All the priests were -sanctified ; and when they came 
out of the holy place, the singers and trumpeters were praising 
the Lord, saying, " For he is good, for his mercy endureth for 
ever." Then the house of the Lord was filled with a cloud, 
for the -glory of the Lord had filled the house of God. 

•Great sacrifices were then offered by the king and all the 
^gaeople. The king -kneeled down before all the congregation 
^ 206 
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PROMISES AND WARNINGS. [1095-975 B.C. 



of Israel, and spread forth his hands towards heaven, and 
•prayed for them — that if evils should be sent upon his people 
for their sins, God would hear their prayer, and forgive them 
when they returned to him, and acknowledged their sins. 
Solomon then blessed the whole congregation ; and when he 
had made an end of praying, -fire came down from heaven, and 
consumed the burnt-offerings and the sacrifices, and the glory 
of the Lord filled the house. The people bowed upon the 
•pavement, and worshipped, and praised the Lord. The feast 
was kept seven days, and the people returned home glad and 
merry in heart for the goodness of the Lord. 

The Lord appeared to Solomon -by night and said to him, 
" I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to my- 
self for a house of sacrifice. If I -shut up heayen that there 
be no rain, or if I command the -locusts to devour the land, or 
if I send -pestilence among my people ; if my people, which 
are -called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways ; then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land. And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, 
as David thy father walked, and do according to all that I have 
commanded thee, and shalt observe my statutes and my judg- 
ments; then will I establish the throne of thy kingdom, 
according as I have covenanted with David thy father, saying, 
There shall not fail thee a man to be ruler in Israel. But if 
ye turn away and forsake my statutes and my commandments, 
which I have set before you, and shall go and -serve other 
gods and worship them ; then will I pluck them up by the 
roots out of my land which I have given them ; and this house, 
which I have sanctified for my name will I cast out of my 
sight, and will make it to be -a proverb and a byword among 
all nations. And this house, which is high, shall be an aston- 
ishment to every one that passeth by it ; so that he shall say, 
Why hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and unto this 
house ? and it shall be answered, Because they forsook the 
Lord God of their fathers, which brought them forth -out of 
he land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods ; and worship- 
ped them, and served them ; therefore hath he brought all this 
ivil upon them." 207 




PERIOD V.] NOTES AND El 

dedicated— eleven months after its 
completion the temple was set apart for 
its proper use, by a special religious ser- 
vice. 

sanctified — cleansed, and. rendered 
qualified to serve by obedience to the 
many laws given for their personal ob- 
servance. 

glory — Lesson 28, 'glory.' 

Great sacrifices — 120,000 sheep, and 
220,000 oxen ; the festival lasted four- 
teen days; the multitudes present were 
immense, among whom the flesh of the 
peace-offerings was distributed. In- 
dependently of the. religious character 
of the festival, extensive preparations 
of food were necessary for the susten- 
ance of the people. 

kneeled — upon a raised platform in the 
court of the temple. 

prayed for — he prayed that in case 
God's judgments should fall on Israel 
for their sins, he would forgive them 
when they returned to him, repented, 
and confessed his name. Solomon 
knew that all misery is caused by sin, 
and that the forgiveness of sin prepares 
the way for the removal of every evil. 

fire — Less. 2, ' accepted 24 and 81, 
' fire ;' and 37, 4 signs.' 

pavement — it was of marble, overlaid 
with planks of fir. 



by night— Lesson 00, ' a dream.' 

shut up — prevent the rain from falling, 
thus causing a drought throughout the 
land, with its concomitant evils of 
famine and thirst. Less. 80, ' dew nor 
rain 81, * great rain.' 

locusts — Less. 18, 4 8th plague.' 

pestilence — the Lord sent this fearful 
scourge upon the Israelites in the wil- 
derness on account of their sin in making 
the golden calf, Lesson 23 ; when they 
proposed to return to Egypt ; when they 
rose up to justify the rebellion ofKorab, 
Less. 26 ; when they fell into idolatry 
at Shittim, Less. 28; and when David 
numbered the people, Lesson 63. . 

called by my name— Less. 13, ' Israel.' 

serve — Less. 13, * images ;' 23, * calf;' 
32, * former;' 33, 4 league, <fec.'34, 4 I 
had, <fcc. ;' 35, 'served;' 3T, "threw 
down, <fec.;' 75, 4 forsook ;' 78, 4 worship- 
ped Baal ;' <fcc. 

a proverb and a by-vord — spoken of 
with contempt; Deut. xxviii. 87; 
1 Kings ix. 7 $ the Jews were to be thus 
alluded to as an awful instance of divine 
punishment if they forsook God. 

out of— Lesson 108 and 118, 'taken 
captive/ 

laid hold — embraced with the affee- 
tion of a devotee. 



SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. 

" THE GLORY OF THE LORD FILLED THE HOUSE OF THE LORD." 

With what magnificence sublime 
To outward sense in ancient time 

Thy temple, Lord ! appeaPd ; 
When thus, descending from on high, 
The glory of thy majesty 

Was veil'd — and yet reveal'd. 

Well may some moods of thought be knows 
When to that pomp, for ever flown, 

We turn our mental gaze, 
And mourn the splendour of the past 
Should now no sun-like glory caat 

On theie degenerate days ! 



Digitized by 



TADMOB BUILT. SOLOMON'S NAVY. [1095-975 B.C. 



The thought forbid; — teach us to see 
A temple, Lord! more worthy thee, 

Which thou would'st now prepare 
Within the heart by grace divine; 
Oh ! guide us to that inner shrine, 

That we may worship there. 

Not all the skill, not all the cost, 
Nor rites of Levi's sacred host 

Which then adorn' d thy fane, 
Could more availing power impart 
Than the poor, contrite humble heart, 

May now from Jesus gain. 

On Sinai's consecrated hill, 

As in that pile, — dark clouds, were still 

Around thy presence bright ; 
But in the temple of the soul, 
The broken heart, by thee made whole, 

Shall worship thee in light! 



70. TADMOB, BUILT. THE QUEEN OF SHEBA. 

2 Chron. viii. & 1 Kings ix. 10-x. 
And it came to pass at the end of twenty years, wherein 
#dIorhon had built the house of the Lord, and his own house, 
that he built Tadmor in the wilderness, and several store 
cities in Hamath, and in other parts of his dominions. And 
all the Canaanites who were left in the land Solomon made 
tributary to him. And Solomon brought up the daughter of 
Pharaoh out of the city of David unto the house that he had 
built for her ; for he said, " -My wife shall not dwell in the 
house of David, king of Israel, because -the places are holy, 
whereunto the ark of the Lord hath come." The city of 
Oezer was presented by Pharaoh to Solomon's wife. 

Solomon made a -navy of ships at Ezion-geber, and king 
Hiram sent in the navy his servants, shipmen that had 
knowledge of the sea, and -they went to Oj)hir, and brought 
gold from thence to king Solomon. Solomon had also a navy 
at Tharshishy and once in three years, the ships brought him 
•gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks. So kin^ 
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PERIOD V.] THE QUEEN OF SHEBA VISITS SOLOMON. 

Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for -riches and for 
wisdom. And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his 
wisdom, which God had put in his heart. And they brought 
every man his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, 
and garments, and armour, spices, horses, and mules, a rate 
year by year. And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem 
as stones, and cedars made he to be as the -sycamore trees that 
are in the vale, for abundance. 

And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, 
she came to prove him with -hard questions at Jerusalem, 
with a very great company, and camels that bare spices, and 
gold in abundance, and precious stones : and when she was 
come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in 
her heart. And Solomon told her all her questions : and 
there was nothing hid from Solomon which he told her not. 
And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of 
Solomon, and the house that he had built, and all things be- 
longing to his household ; and his ascent by which he went up 
into the house of the Lord ; there was no more -spirit in her. 
And she said to the king, " It was a true report which I heard 
in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom : howbeit I 
believed not their words, until I came and mine eyes had seen 
it : and, behold, the one half of the greatness of thy wisdom 
was not told me : for thou exceedest the fame that I heard. 
Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants which 
stand continually before thee, and hear thy wisdom. Blessed 
be the Lord thy God, which delighteth in thee to set thee on 
his throne, to be king for the Lord thy God : -because thy God 
loved Israel, to establish them for ever, therefore made he 
thee king over them, to do judgment and justice." And she 
gave the king a hundred-and-twenty talents of gold, and of 
spices great abuudance, and precious stones : neither was there 
any such spice as the queen of Sheba gave king Solomon. 
And king Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire, 
•whatsoever she asked, beside that which she had brought unto 
the king. So she turned, and went away to her own land, 
she and her servants. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS 

tributary — Less 33, « tributaries.' 

my wife — Pharaoh's daughter was 
Solomon's principal wife (compare Les. 
34, 'concubine.') The Hebrews were 
permitted to marry women of other 
nations — except those pf the seven na- 
tions of the Canaaniles— provided such 
wives embraced the religion of the 
Hebrews. At this early time of his life 
Solomon would not be likely to neglect 
the law of Moses, it is therefore gener- 
ally considered that Pharaoh's daughter 
forsook idolatry, and it is not stated in 
any part of the Scripture that Solomon 
set up the idols of Egypt in the latter 
part of his life, when his idolatrous 
wives seduced him to commit this and 
other sins. Lesson 67, * daughter of/ 

the places are holy — a tabernacle had 
been made for the ark in David's house. 
Solomon feared lest his wife, a stranger, 
and a proselyte to the religion of the 
Hebrews, might, from ignorance, defile 
a place rendered sacred by the symbol 
of the Divine presence. 

navy — a fleet ; a large number of sail- 
ing vessels. 

they went — it is generally supposed 
that the profitable trade which Solomon 
thus carried on extended to the coasts of 
Africa and India ; the Phoenicians were 
the earliest navigators, but having no 
compass, by which to direct their course, 
they were compelled to keep within a 
short distance of the const, consequent- 
ly a voyage which would now be quickly 
performed, then occupied much time. 

gold — gold did not occupy the chief 
place in the estimation ol the Israelites 
— * pare brass' being considered the most 
valuable metal. 

silver — was the principal medium of 
trade — not coined, but used by weight. 
Many of the great men of Israel had 
their domestic establishments enriched 
with vessels made of these precious 
metals. 

ivory — tusks and teeth of the elephant 
and hippopotamus. 

apes — these animals, which hear so 
striking a resemblance to the human 
form, were among the objects of Egyp- 
tian idolatry, and are still worshipped in 
parts of India. 



[1095-975 B.C. 

peacocks — the peacock being a bird of 
singular beauty was, and is still, desired 
by the wealthy, as an ornament to their 
grounds ; the word is supposed by some 
authorities to mean parrots. 

riches and wisdom — a desire for know- 
ledge was pre-eminent in Solomon ; and 
his agents would doubtless be instruct- 
ed to bring with them from the different 
countries they visited, all thines that 
were useful, curious, or beautiful— pro- 
ductions of those countries. 

sycamore— this tree, which was com- 
mon in Canaan, Egypt, and other 
eastern countries was much used in 
building. Egyptian coffins formed of it, 
have been found in a sonnd state after 
the lapse of nearly 3,000 years. It 
yielded a fruit, which resembled figs. 
Lesson 103, 'gatherer.' 

hard questions — riddles; Lesson 40, 
* riddle j' puzzling propositions, and pro- 
bably questions on religion, natural his- 
tory, astronomy, &c. 

ascent— the solemn and majestic pro- 
cession of his household to the Temple 
— not an ostentatious display, buta pro- 
cession of devout and highly favoured 
worshippers, led by the wisest of men. 

spirit— conceit of her own greatness; 
his wisdom was more surprising to her 
than his wealth and grandeur. 
because— compare Les. 56, « his people.' 
whatsoever she asked— it is probable 
that she asked for costly presents ; this 
practice in theEast is not considered de- 
grading, rapacious, or mean. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Tadmor— * a palm tree ;' a city situ- 
ated in the desert of Syria, called «• Tad- 
mor in the wilderness it was built by 
Solomon, and was afterwards called 
Palmyra. Tadmor was probably built 
by Solomon as a depot for merchandise, 
a resting place for the large caravans of 
merchants which traversed the desert, 
and a watering place for camels. The 
caravan traffic of the East engaged 
Solomon's attention as well as mari- 
time traffic. Tadmor was well situ- 
ated for the business of those merchants 
who traded between the Mediterranean 
Sea, across the Syrian desert to the 
Euphrates. 
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Gezer — a city of Cnnaan the inhabit- 
ants of which were not expelled by the 
Israelites, though their king, Hormah, 
was overthrown with bis mighty army 
by Joshua. Many years after, Pha- 
raoh, king of Egypt, destroyed its in- 
habitants, and gave the city, as a present, 
to his daughter, Solomon's wife. 

Ezion-geber— one of the encamp- 
ments of the Israelites in the wil- 
derness ; it was on the coast of the Red 
Sea. It was the place where Solomon 
built his ships wherewith to trade to 
distant countries ; and also the place at 
which Jehoshaphat and Ahaziah built 
ships to trade to Tarshish. 

Ophir — a country to which Solomon 
and Hiram, king of Tyre, traded by 
ships for gold, almug-trees, and pre- 
cious stones ; thought by some to be in 
India, by others in Arabia, and by 
others in Africa. 

Tharshish— a country, the situation 



of which is unknown ; to which Solo- 
mon traded for " gold, and silver, ivory, 
apes, and peacocks." The ships of Thar- 
shish were large merchant ships, so 
framed us to be enabled to take long 
voyages. Wherever Tharshish was 
situated, it appears to have been called 
after one of the sons of Javan, whose 
descendants were doubtless settled 
there. 

Sheba — called also Saba, a district 
in the northern part of Arabia, lying 
between the Red Sea and the Indian 
Ocean ; Lesson 11,' Sabenns.' Whe- 
ther Solomon's royal visitor, the Queen 
of Sheba, came from this country or 
from Abyssinia must remain matter of 
doubt. The Abyssiniatos ascribe to a 
visit of their queen to Solomon, the 
introduction of the Jewish religion into 
their country ; and we read that a chief 
motive for her journey was that " she 
had heard of the fame of Solomon, 
concerning the name of the Lord." 



TADMOR. 

"AND SOLOMON BUILT TADMOR IN THE WILDERNESS." 

The past — the past — the hoary past- 
It rises in its youth again ! 
O'er Syria's desert, void and vast, 

I see the Lord of Israel reign ! 
From the green land of palms around 

The roofs of ancient Tadmor rise ; 
And Syria's breezes waft the sound 

Of Zion's holy melodies! 
Behold the hearded Hebrew bend 

Tow'rd the far land Jehovah gave, 
While strains from Israel's harps ascend 

First heard by Siloa's distant wave ! 
See the pale maids of Judah dancing 

In many a long and palmy bower, 
Their glorious eyes with dark fire glancing, 

Beneath their own rich sunset's hour ! 
It fades — it fades — the dream is o'er, 

I see grey Tadmor's roofs no more. 

Again — again ! — in other years, 

On Tadmor's site behold arise 
The young Palmyra ; bright she rears, 
Her marble crown in eastern skies! 
212 Johns. 
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71. SOLOMON'S WISDOM. HIS OFFENCES. 
1 Kings iv. & xi. 1-25. 
God gave Solomon exceeding much wisdom, and un- 
derstanding, and largeness of heart. His wisdom excelled the 
wisdom of all the children of the -east country, and all the 
wisdom *of Egypt. His fame was in all nations. He spake of 
all kinds of trees, from the -cedar-tree that is in Lebanon, even 
unto the -hyssop that springeth out of the wall ; he spake also 
of beasts, of fowls, of creeping things, and of fishes. And he 
spake three-thousand -proverbs and one thousand-and-five 
songs. He had twelve officers over all Israel to provide 
victuals for his household. And Solomon's provision for one 
day was thirty measures of fine flour, and threescore measures 
of meal ; ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, 
and a hundred sheep, besides -harts, and roe-bucks, and fallow- 
deer, and fatted fowls. Judah and Israel were many -as the 
sand which is by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking, 
and making merry ; for they all dwelt safely, every man -under 
his vine and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beersheba 
all the days of Solomon. Solomon's dominions were very 
large, as God had -covenanted to Abraham ; he reigned over 
all kingdoms, -from the river unto the land of the Philistines, 
and -unto the border of Egypt : they brought presents, and 
served Solomon all the days of his life ; and he had peace on 
all sides round about. 

When Solomon grew older he offended God ; he took -a great 
many wives from -strange nations, and his heart was -not per- 
fect with the Lord, as was the heart of David his father. He 
served the idols of the -Zidonians, and the -Ammonites, and the 
•Moabites, and he burned incense and sacrificed to them. Then 
the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was -turned 
from the Lord God of Israel, which had appeared unto him 
twice ; and had commanded him concerning this thing, that 
he should not go after other gods : but he kept not that which 
the Lord commanded. Wherefore the Lord said unto Solo- 
mon, " Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not 
kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded 
thee, I will surely -rend the kingdom from thee, and will give 
it to thy -servant. Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do 
it for David thy father's sake ; but I will rend it out of the 
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hand of thy son. Howbeit I will not rend away all the king- 
dom ; bnt will give -one tribe to thy son -for David my ser- 
vant's sake and for Jerusalem's sake which I have chosen." 
God also stirred up against Solomon — Hadad, who had 
fled from Edom into Egypt, in the days of David, and -Bezon 
of Damascus. And -Jeroboam, whom Solomon had made a 
ruler, also lifted up his hand against Solomon. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



largeness, $c, — a generous disposition, 
nnd a liberal mind. 

east country — alluding to the Chal- 
deans, who were celebrated for their 
astronomical knowledge. 

of Egypt — this country had long heen 
renowned for its learning, and its know- 
ledge of the arts. Lesson 1 T, * Moses ;' 
30, 4 book of the law.' 

cedar-tree — Lesson 29, ' Lebanon ;' 
6T, * cedar-trees.' 

hyssop — the precise plant referred to 
cannot be determined ; the idea intended 
to be conveyed is, that he spoke, or 
rather irrote, of all kinds or plants, 
from the most majestic to the smallest. 
Solomon made every plant and animal 
that came under his observation a 
subject of study. His writings on 
natural history were numerous, hut 
they are lost. 

proverbs — wise sentences; of these 
proverbs nil that are remaining are 
preserved in the Books of Proverbs, 
and of Ecclesiastes. 

hart — a clean animal, according to 
the law; it is a graceful and beautiful 
species of deer, extremely swift, but 
soon overcome by hunger and thirst. 

roe-buck — the gazelle of Judea ; like 
the hart, this animal is remarkable for 
its agility, and its symmetrical figure. 

fallow-deer — a larger species of deer 
than either of the above. 

as the sand — a hyperbolic expression 
denoting the countless multitudes of 
Judah and Israel. 

^ under his own, 6(c. — a beautiful figur- 
ative expression implying the domestic 
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happiness of the people, their peace, 
and security ; the allusion informs as of 
the habit of planting and training vines 
and fig-trees near to their habitations, 
under which they commonly took their 
repnsts ; Les. 38, ' fig-tree,' 4 vine 50* 
* wine,' * figs.' This striking- figure is 
applied by the prophets Micah and 
Zeebariah to the times of millennial 
peace and happiness; Micah iv. 4; 
Zechariah iii. 10. . 

covenanted — Lesson 8. 

from the river — the extreme eastern 
point of Solomon's dominions was 
Tiphsah, on the Euphrates, where was 
a celebrated ford, which enhanced the 
character of the place as a trading- 
station — being the point of intercourse 
between the nations east and west of 
the river. 

unto — Azzah, whi"h means Gaza, is 
given as the western extremity of Solo- 
mon's dominions ; it was on the coast of 
the Mediterranean Sea as far sooth as 
Egypt . Lesson 41, * Gaza.' 

a great many — Solomon foolishly- 
imitated the grandeur ef eastern mon- 
arch*, who regard extensive harems as 
necessary appendages to the pomp of 
royalty. He also sinned against the 
law in multiplying wives, and in marry- 
ing idolaters who retained their idol- 
atrous customs. 

strange— they were strangers to the 
national covenant with Israel, and to 
the holy religion communicated to 
Moses by Jehovah. Les. 32, *come> not f 
35, * took their daughters.' * 

not perfect — he first tolerated their 
idolatries, then he joined the worship of 
i idols with the worship of Jehovat*. 
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Zidonians— T^sson 33, * Ashtaroth.' 
79, * Zidonians.' 

Ammonites— they worshipped Moloch 
by the horrid devotion of human sacri- 
fice.*. The Jewish Rabbins tell as that 
this idol was made of brass, seated on a 
throne ; the throne and image being 
hollow, were made red bot by fires 
within ; the victims were then thrown 
into the arms of the idol, and almost 
immediately burned to death. The cries 
of the sufferers were drowned by drums 
and timbrels. Deut. xii. 31 ', Jer. vii. 31. 
Moloch means ' king.' 

Moabites — their chief deity was 
Chemosh, or Baal-peor ; the rites con- 
nected with its worship were abomin- 
ably impure and revolting. Lesson 28, 
* advice;' 33, * Baal.' 

turned — Lessons 35, ' took their 
daughters;' 66, <as thy father;' 68, 
« if thou wilt ;' 69, < laid hold.' 

rend — tear it away; the division of 
the kingdom would not be effected 
without violence. 

servant — Jeroboam ; Lesson 73. He 
was an Ephraimite, and having shewn 
ability and diligence, he was employed 
by Solomon to collect certain revenues 
from the tribes of Ephraim & Manasseh. 



VANITY." [1095-975 B.C. 

one tribe — the Benjamites, who would 
remain subject to David\s house, along 
with David's own tribe — Judah. 

fur David's sake — Lesson 57. 

Hadad— when David overran Edom, 
(Lesson 57, « conquered') Hadad, who 
was then but a child, was carried into 
Egypt, where he was received by Pha- 
raoh ; when he grew up, he married the 
queen's sister. Alter David's death, he 
returned to Edom, and towards the 
close of Solomon's reign he became his 
adversary. 

Rezon — at the head of a company of 
lawless soldiers he made several incur- 
sions on the Syrian territory of Solo- 
mon, and at length established a king- 
dom of which Damascus was the capital. 
He had originally been a commander in 
Hadadezer's army. Less. 57, * Hadad- 
ezer.' 

Jeroboam — 1 people increasing.' Les. 72. 
GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

Dan to Beershrba — Dan was a city 
in the north of Canaan ; Lesson 34, 
' Laish.' Beersheba was a celebrated 
place in the south of Canaan. The 
expression " from Dan to Beersheba" 
is often used in the Old Testament to 
designate the extent of Canaan from 
north to south. 



ALL IS VANITY. 

'Tis vain, with eager heart, to grasp 

At earthly joy, or earthly treasure ; 
For fate shall still the hand unclasp, 

And dash away thy cup of pleasure. 

Honour is vain — the voice of fame, 
Is changeful as the changeful hreezes; 

Now fans thy glowing heart to flame, 
And now thy stream of comfort freezes. 

And wealth is vain — the evening galej 

Oft strips the hough that hloomed at morning, 

As quickly may thy riches fail, 

And plausive lips he turned to scorning. 
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Friendship is vain — the human heart, 
Like wave and wind, no power can bind it; 

Today may say — "We never part!" 
Tomorrow — and where shalt thou find it? 

And love is vain — for she, so fair, 

So full of joy, so free from sorrow, 
So fond, so sweet — thy bliss, thy care — 

May leave thee for the grave tomorrow. 

Yet while, through each deceitful thing, 
Time bears thee like a rapid river, 
Oh ! to the Rock of Ages cling — 
It stands for ever and for ever. 

W. Knox. 



72. SOLOMON'S ENEMIES. HIS REPENTANCE. 
1 Kings xi. 26-43. Proverbs. 

•Ahijah, the prophet, 'declared God's purposes against Solomon 
to Jeroboam, saying that God would take -the kingdom out of 
Solomon's son's hand and give ten tribes to him. Ahijah 
also declared that -if Jeroboam did right, and kept God's 
commandments, God would -build him a sure house and give 
Israel to him. God also said he would -afflict the seed of 
David, but not for ever. Solomon -sought to kill Jeroboam, 
but he fled unto Shishak, king of Egypt, and was there till the 
death of Solomon. 

Solomon is supposed to have written the book of Ecclesiastes 
just before his death, after he had -repented of his sins. He 
said, " One 'generation passeth away, and another generation 
cometh ; but the earth abideth -for ever. 'The sun also arisetii 
and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to the place where he 
arose. -The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about 
unto the north ; it whirleth about continually, and the wind 
re turneth again according to his circuits. All -the rivers run 
into the sea ; yet the sea is not full ; unto the place from whence 
the rivers come, thither they return again. All things are -full 
of labour ; man cannot utter it ; the eye is -not satisfied with 
seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. I -communed with 
mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to a great -estate, and 
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PROVERBS OF SOLOMON. [1095-975 B.C. 

have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before 
me in Jerusalem ; yea, my heart had great experience of 
wisdom and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know wisdom 
and to know -madness and folly ; I perceived that this also is 
vexation of spirit. I have seen all the works that are done 
under the sun ; and behold -all is vanity and -vexation of spirit. 
Better is a poor and wise child, than an old and foolish king, 
who will no more be admonished. Because sentence against 
an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of 
the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. -Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is no work 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither 
thou goest. -Remember now thy Creator in the days of .Thy 
youth, while the -evil days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them." 
Solomon finishes all his instructions by saying, " Let us hear 
the -conclusion of the whole matter ; -Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man ; for God 
shall bring every work into -judgment with every -secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil." Solomon reigned 
over all Israel -forty years, and was buried in the city of David. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Ahijah — he lived at Shiloh. Less. T6. 

declared — Ahijah met Jeroboam , and 
seizing his mantle he rent it into twelve 
pieces, of which he gave him ten. He 
then proceeded to explain this signifi- 
cant action. Symbolical actions are 
much used in the East; this is the first 
we read of in any prophet, though they 
afterwards became frequent. See Job 
xxix. 9 ; Prov. vi. 13 ; xi.21 ; Matt.vi.3. 

the kingdom — Lesson 71, * rend.' 
if — build — the promise was conditional, 
and required the obedience of Jeroboam 
and his race, in which case God would 
give him an illustrious line of descend- 
ant to the latest period of Israel's 
history. 

afflict^ — but not for ever — the descend - 
ants of David should reign only over two 
out of the twelve tribes ; nevertheless, 
there should be a constant sucession of 



kings of this royal line, for the kingly 
power should not depart from the tribe 
of Judah till the Messiah should come, 
who should be of the house and lineage 
of David. Gen. xlix. 1 0 ; Luke i. 26 ; ii. 4. 

sought — Ahijnh's communication to 
Jeroboam becoming known, Solomon's 
jealousy was excited. 

Shishak— it appears that Solomon had 
not been on very friendly terms with 
Shishak, since he afforded protection to 
Jeroboam when he fled into Egypt. 

Ecclesiastes — ' The preacher.' 

repented — expressed sorrow for his 
offences, and proved his sincerity bv 
returning to the worship of the true God. 

generation — race of human beings ; 

I all the grown up people living on the 
earth at the same time. There are 
three generations in every century. 
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for ever — it still continues the same, 
notwithstanding the fluctuations and 
vicissitudes of human life. 

The sun — there is more stability and 
regularity in the sun's rising and setting 
than in human affairs. Less. 31, 1 stood 
still.' 

The wind — we cannot tell " whence it 
cometh nor whither it goeth," yet, it is 
governed by certiiin natural laws and if 
is less unstable than things that are 
governed by man. In Palestine the 
north wind and the south-west wind 
brought fair weather ; the south wind 
produced heat ; and the hot east wind 
withered vegetation, and was dangerous 
to mariners 7 

the rivers — the waters of the sea are 
carried into the clouds by evaporation, 
and liberated in showers upon the land, 
especially upon mountains, from whence 
streams descend ; these uniting, form 
rivers, which again flow into the sea. 
A particle of water rises from the sea, 
fulfils its services in the atmosphere, on 
the earth, in the rivers, and then returns 
to the sen. 

full of labour — every creature made 
by God fulfils the design of its creation. 

not satisfied — there is no point of hu- 
man knowledge at which the inquiring 
mind would be willing to stop; the 
intelligent investigation of the laws of 
nature leads from one subject to another, 
as Solomon had experienced during his 
researches. 

communed with — spoke to himself 
mentally ; reasoned with himself. 

estate — con i if ion of life. Solomon 
had come to the summit of human great- 
ness, and his wisdom was universally 
acknowledged. 

madness and filly — this is a confession 
of his rashness and his fall ; he gave 
himself up voluntarily to act from pas- 
sion, forgetting God, and renouncing the 
dictates of conscience and reason. 

all is vanity — every thing changes and 
perishes. 



vexation — the comfort which the world 
and its pleasures yield is transitory and 
unsatisfying. 

Better — poverty, wisdom, and the 
teachableness of a child form a happier 
combination of character than kingly 
riches, foolishness, and the self-suffi- 
ciency of age. 

admonished — warned; instructed. 

sentence — threatened punishment. 

is fully set — they abuse God's forbear- 
ance to their own ruin. 

Whatsoever — that which is right in it- 
self to be done, and which is also in 
your power to do — do it. 

might — with that earnestness of 
purpose which they should feel who 
know not how soon they may descend 
into the grave. 

Remember — the impressions made on 
the young mind are lasting, and are 
often brought to our thoughts by circum- 
stances which occur in our mafurer age; 
if these impressions are good, they serve 
to guard and to guide us in our conduct, 
when we are too much engaged in other 
pursuits to acquire them. 

evil days — days of old age ; old age 
without the consolations of religion. 

conclusion — final decision ; the great 
end and object of life. 

fear — fear to offend God, because of 
his fatherly goodness; fear to forsake 
him because of his power and wrath. 

keep— observe to do — from the inward 
principle of filial, holy fear. 

judgment — not necessarily at the ' last 
day,' but in the day of retribution, 
which comes to every man in this life. 

secret — praiseworthy and unosten- 
tatious conduct sbalfbe rewarded, and 
secret transgression shall meet with be- 
coming exposure. Luke xii. 3. 

forty — his reign was of equal duration 
with his father's (Lesson 65.) but not 
his life; sin shortened his days. He lost 
the great privilege of long life which 
God promised conditionally — if he kept 
the statutes and commandments of 
Jehovah. Lesson 66, 'lengthen.' 
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"REMEMBER THY CREATOR." [1095-975 B.C. 



"REMEMBER THY CREATOR IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH." 

♦♦THEY THAT SEEK ME EARLY SHALL FIND ME." 

O man ! while youthful vigour warms 

Thy life stream on its hounding road, 
While hope delights, and pleasure charms, 

Remember thy Creator God ; 

While sun and moon and stars abroad, 
The blessings of their light impact, 

And rain showers nourish from the clod, 
The fruits for thy rejoicing heart. 

Before the evil days draw near, 

In which no pleasure shines for thee; 
When nerveless hands, decay'd and sear, 

Become like helpless infancy; 

When faded eyes no longer see 
Through age's twilight shadows dim ; 

And quivering lips, at length, shall be, 
Unfit to chant their wonted hymn. 

Before thy bent and palsied head, 

Bloom like the almond in the grove ; 
When trembling limbs that wont to tread 

The paths of joy, refuse to move; 

When each desire — ambition, love — 
Is quenched like an extinguished flame ; 

And even the grasshopper shall prove, 
A burden on that feeble frame : 

Before the silver cords shall part, 

That bind thee to this world below; 
When the dried cistern of the heart, 

Is broken — never more to flow ; 

When through the streets the mourners go, 
To weep o'er man's sepulchral sod ; 

And to its state of bliss or woe, 
The parted soul returns to God. 
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THE KINGS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL. 
B.C. 975— B.C. 606. 369 jears. 

73. REVOLT OF TEN TRIBES. 
1 Kings xii. 1-20 ; xiv. 21. 

•Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, was forty-and-one years old 
when he began to reign, and all Israel -went to Shechem to 
make him king. Jeroboam returned from Egypt when 
he heard of Solomons death. And Jeroboam and all the 
congregation complained to Rehoboam of their heavy burdens 
under his father, and desired him to make their burdens lighter, 
and they would serve him. Rehoboam consulted with the old 
men, 'his father's officers, and they advised him to speak good 
words to the people, and to lighten their burdens ; he next 
consulted with 'his young men, who advised him to make the 
burdens of the people heavier. On the third day Jeroboam 
and all the people came to him again, and the king answered 
them roughly, for he forsook the counsel of the old men, and 
followed the counsel of the young men, saying, " My father 
made your -yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke ; my 
father chastised you with -whips, and I will chastise you with 
•scorpions." So the king hearkened not unto the people ; for 
the cause was -from the Lord, that he might perform his saying, 
which the Lord spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat. 

On hearing Rehoboam's answer the people answered the 
king, saying, " What portion have we in David ? neither have 
we inheritance in the son of Jesse ; 'to your tents, O Israel ; 
now see to thine own house, David." The king sent •Adoram 
the treasurer to them, and they 'stoned him that he died ; and 
Rehoboam made speed to get into his chariot and flee to Jeru- 



iem. The tribes of Israel sent for Jeroboam, and made him 



•over all Israel ; Rehoboam reigning over Judah only. 
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REHOBOAM WARNED BY SHEMAIAH. [975-606 B.C. 

Behoboam assembled the tribes of Judah and Benjamin at 
Jerusalem, 180,000 men who were warriors, *to fight against the 
the tribes of Israel. But -Shemaiah, the man of God, was in- 
structed to go and tell Behoboam, and the people of Judah 
and Benjamin, that they should not go to fight against their 
brethren, the people of Israel, but return every man to his 
house. They -hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, 
and departed. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Rehoboam — 'enlarger of the people,' 
—or, * he who sets the people at liberty/ 

went to Shechem — distant forty miles 
from Jerusalem; probably because it 
was more central than Jerusalem. 

heavy burdens — to sustain the magni- 
ficence of Solomon's rule it whs neces- 
sary to levy taxes upon the nation. The 

ale expressed their dissatisfaction in 
complaints ; and occasion was 
taken of Rehoboam's accession to effect 
a disunion of the kingdom. In the midst 
of their great glory and prosperity as a 
nation, the people were made to feel 
the truth of Samuel's prediction, (Less. 
43), " and ve shall cry out in that day 
because of the king which ye shall have 
chosen you ; and the Lord will not hear 
you in that day." 

hi* father's officers — though Solomon 
excelled ail the living men of his day 
in wisdom, he did not slight the counsel 
of men of understanding ; those officers 
were stale counsellors. 

his young men — rashness and love of 
domination characterize young and in- 
experienced persons ; Rehoboam con- 
sulted those of his own a?e, with whom 
he had been brought up — but they were 
certainly old enough to have given him 
wiser advice. 

yoke — subjection ; oppressive rule. 
A yoke was an instrument of husbandry, 
it was laid across the necks of two ani- 
mals, side by side, to whom it was fast- 
eued by thongs, the plough-beam being 
attached to it in the centre. 

whips — scourges made of leather or 
small cords, ench having three thongs ; 
thirteen strokes were considered equal 



to thirty-nine lashes, being one less 
than the number allowed by law. Dent, 
xxv. 1-3. 

scorpions — whips having knots enclos- 
ing points of iron or sharp stones, the 
strokes of which inflicted severe pain 
and lacerated the body. The scorpion 
is a venomous insect, about two inches 
long, but much larger in tropical coun- 
tries. Its sting is atteuded with excruci- 
ating pain. Scorpions are commonly 
found under stones and among old walls. 
One species resembles an egg. when 
found with its claws and tail coiled 
underneath its body ; Luke xi. 12. 

from the Lord— God overruled the 
folly of Rehoboam, and the wickedness 
of his rebellious people, for the punish- 
ment of both. 

to your tents — the same watch-word, 
or cry of revolt, which Sheba used. 
Lesson 62. This was tantamount to a 
declaration of war. 

Adoram — supposed to be the same 
person who had charge over the taxes 
under Solomon; ] Kings v. 14. In the 
exercise of his authority he might have 
been oppressive; but whether or not, it 
was imprudent to send a man whose 
duties rendered him obnoxious to the 
people. 

stoned — a rebellion commenced by 
acts of murder, will surely end in con- 
fusion and ruin. Less. 51, 'guiltless.' 
The stoning of Adoram was not accord- 
ing to law ; Less. 24, 'stoned.' 

over all Israel — the separation of the 
descendants of Jacob into two distinct 
kingdoms uow took place. 
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to fight — nnother example of Reho- 
boam'* irapradence, but God forbade the 
war between brethren. 

Shemaiah — there never was wanting a 
succession of prophets during the exist- 
ence of the Kingdom* of Judah and 
Israel. 

hearkened — the first instance of wis- 
dom manifested by this foolish king. 
Solomon name to the throne wise, though 
a young man; Rehoboam was foolish 
although he was forty years old. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Israel — the kingdom of the ten 
tribes which revolted from Rehoboam, 
and chose Jeroboam to be their king. Its 



IDOLATRY. 

capital was at first Shechem and after* 
wards Samaria. The kings of Israel 
and their people fell into gross idolatry, 
and disregarded the warnings of the 
prophets whom God sent to them. 

Judah — the kingdom of Judah was 
separated from that of Israel after the 
death of Solomon; its metropolis was 
Jerusalem, its first king Rehoboam. It 
embraced the tribes of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, and parls of those of Simeon and 
Dan. Many of the kings of Judah ad- 
hered to the true worship of God, while 
others fell into gross idolatry. The 
people of Judah never so totally forsook 
God as the people of Israel. 



INSTRUCTION. 

Let children hear the mighty deeds 

Which God performM of old ; 
Which in our younger years we saw 

And which our fathers told. 

He hids us make his glories known, 

His works of power and grace; 
And we Ml convey his wonders down 

Through every rising race. 

Our lips shall tell them to our sons, 

And they again to theirs, 
That generations yet unhorn 

May teach them to their heirs. 

Thus shall they learn in God alone 

Their hope securely stands, 
That they may ne'er forget his works, 

But practise his commands. 

Watts. 



74. JEROBOAM S IDOLATRY. 
1 Kings xii. 25 ; xiii. 
Jeroboam -built Shechem in Mount Ephxaim and dwelt 
therein ; and Jeroboam said in his heart, " Now shall the king- 
dom return to the house of David : if this people go up to do 
~^$acrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the 
sart of this people turn again unto -their lord, even unto 
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Rehoboam, king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again 
to Rehoboam, king of Judah." Whereupon the king -took 
counsel and made -two calves of gold, and said unto the people, 
" It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem : behold thy gods, 
0 Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." 
And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan. 
And this thing became a sin : for the people went to worship 
before the one, even unto Dan. And he made a house of 
'high places, and made -priests of the lowest of the people, which 
were not of the sons of Levi ; and he offered sacrifice upon Jhe 
altar which he had made at Bethel. Now as Jeroboam -stood 
by the altar to burn incense, there came a man of God out of 
Judah, and he cried against the altar in the word of the Lord, 
and said, " O altar, altar, thus saith the Lord ; Behold a child 
shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name ; and 
upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn 
incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be burned upon thee." 
And he gave a sign the same day, saying, " This is the sign 
which the Lord hath spoken ; Behold the altar shall be rent, 
and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out." 

When Jeroboam heard the words of the prophet he stretched 
forth his hand to lay hold on him, and his hand dried up so 
that he could not pull it to him again. The altar was also rent, 
and the ashes poured out. The king asked the man of God 
to pray that his hand might be restored ; and he besought the 
Lord, and the king s hand became as it was before. Jeroboam 
asked the man of God to go home with him and refresh him- 
self, but he refused, saying, " If thou wilt give me half thine 
house, I will not go in with" thee, neither will I eat bread, nor 
drink water in this place : for so was it charged me by the 
word of the Lord, saying, -Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor 
turn again by the same way that thou earnest." So he went 
another way, and returned not by the way that he came to 



There dwelt an -old prophet at Bethel, and his sons went 
and told him all that the man of God had done that day in 
Bethel. The old prophet of Bethel rode after him, and told 
him he also was a prophet, and that an angel of the Lord had 



Bethel. 
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THE PROPHET PUNISHED. 



told him to bring him back, that he might eat bread and drink 
water. The man of God -did as the old prophet desired him. 
And as they sat at table, the word of the Lord came to the 
man of God from Judah, saying, " Forasmuch as thon hast 
disobeyed the month of the Lord, and hast not kept the 
commandment which the Lord thy God commanded thee, but 
earnest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the 
place, of the which the Lord did say to thee, Eat no bread, and 
drink no water : thy carcase -shall not come unto the sepulchre 
of Jhy fathers." As he was afterwards returning home from 
Bethel, a lion -slew him by the way. And the old prophet of 
Bethel had his carcase laid in his own grave, and charged his 
sons to lay his bones by the side of the bones of the man of 
God, saying that his word against Bethel -should surely come 
to pass. After this Jeroboam returned not from his evil way. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



built Shechem—he enlarged and beautified 
the old town (Judges ix. 36), so as to render 
it a city becoming the residence of a king. 
He also built or fortified Penuel, so that he 
had a strong city on the west, and another 
on the east of his kingdom. On the hills 
between which Shechem lay — Gerizim and 
Ebal — the blessings for obedience and the 
cursings for disobedience were pronounced. 
Leo. 31. Here was both encouragement and 
warning for Jeroboam and his people 

return — Jeroboam first distrusted God's 
promises (Les. 72), and then adopted a line 
of conduct which resulted in the defection 
of the entire nation from the worship and 
service of Jehovah. 

their lord— an admission that the sovereign 
rule did not belong to him 

took counsel — his accomplices concurred 
in the suggestion. 

two calves — by some supposed to be in 
imitation of the idolatrous worship of the 
Egyptians, among whom he had lived ; by 
others that the idols were in imitation of 
the cherubim on the mercy seat. 'Les. 23, 
* calf ;' ' cherubim.' 

1^—Aaron used the same expression 



when he made the calf in the wilderness , 
Exod. xxxiL 4. Les. 23. 

tcorship — Les. 23, * worshipped.' 

high places — mountains or elevated situa- 
tions were held sacred by the people of the 
east, because of their comparative nearness 
to the visible heavens ; hence they were 
generally appropriated to religious worship-* 
sometimes that of the true God, but gene- 
rally to the worship of idols ; Gen. xii. 7,$ ; 
xxii. 2 ; 2 Kings xvii. 9-J1. Before the 
erection of the temple the people of Israel 
sacrificed to the Lord upon high places; 

1 Sam. ix. 12,19,25 ; 1 Chron. xvi. 39; but 
it was an abomination to do so afterwards ; 

2 Chron. vi. 5. 

priests — the Levites maintained their 
fidelity to God, refusing to countenance the 
impiety of Jeroboam; he punished them 
by depriving them of their possessions; 
2 Chron. xi. 14. To supply their place he 
selected men from all parts of the country, 
and out of every tribe and family, to perform 
the duties of the priesthood upon the high 
places. Until the introduction of the 
worship of Baal, Ashtaroth, and other 
false deities, the office of these priests con 
sistcd only in the offering of sacrifice. 
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itood by— it appears that he combined the 
office of chief sacrificer, if not of high- 
priest, with that of king. The formation 
of the ten tribes into a separate kingdom 
was characterized not only by murder, but 
also by idolatry ; and from this period to 
the time of the captivity— about 400 years, 
the sin of Jeroboam— of setting up the 
golden calves in order to withdraw the 
people from the worship of God in Jeru- 
salem, was followed by all the kings of 
IsraeL 

Jotiah — ' Jehovah's fire ;' he was born 830 
years after this prediction. 

eat no bread — his compliance with this 
eastern custom would have signified his 
friendship towards him, and thus compro- 
mised the solemn message he had just 
delivered. Les. 31, ' covenant* 



old prophet — there is no intimation given 
as to who he was, but it is evident he was 
not wholly on the Lord's side, for his sons 
were among the worshippers at Bethel, and 
he himself was guilty of uttering a gross 
falsehood in the name of the Lord. 

did as — the prophet of Judahlwas taken 
in a snare ; the old prophet's motive does 
not appear, but probably a feeling of kind- 
ness suggested the plan for bringing back 
the prophet of Judah. 

shall not come — Lesson 54, ' buried.' 

slew him — the awful punishment inflicted 
on the disobedient prophet, and the fact 
that the lion did not mangle the dead body, 
nor kill the prophet's ass, would soon 
counteract any doubt that might arise as 
to the divine message which he had de- 
livered. 

should surely— Lesson 113, * fulfilled.' 



THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET. 

«1T 18 THE MAN OF GOD WHO WAS DISOBEDIENT UNTO THE WORD 
OF THE LORD." 

Prophet of God, arise and take 
With thee the words of wrath divine, 

The scourge of Heaven, to shake 

O'er yon apostate shrine. 

Go, with thy voice the altar rend, 

Scatter the ashes, be the arm, 
That idols would befriend, 
Shrunk at thy withering charm. 

Then turn thee, for thy time is short, 
But trace not o'er the former way, 

Lest idol pleasures court 

Thy heedless soul astray. 

Thou know'st how hard to hurry by, 
Where on the lonely woodland road 

Beneath the moonlight sky 

The festal warblings flow'd; 

Where maidens to the Queen of Heaven 
Wove the gay dance round oak or palm, 

Or breath'd their vows at even 

In hyinns as soft as balm. 
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RE HOBO AM FORSAKES GOD. 



Trust not the dangerous path again — 
O /reward step and lingering" will ! 

O lovM aud warn'd in vain ! 

And wilt thou perish still? 

Thy message given, thine home in sig 
To" the forbidden feast return!'' 
Yield to the false delight 
Thy better soul could spurn? 

Alas, my brother! round thy tomb 
In sorrow kneeling, and in fear, 
We read the Pastor's doom 
Who speaks and will not hear. 



75. REHOBOAMS SIN. SHISHAKS INVASION. 

1 Kings xiv. 21-3 & 2 Chronicles xi. 5-xii. 
Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and he built cities for de- 
fence in Judah, and fortified the strong places and stored them 
with victuals, and put captains in them, and in every several 
city he put -shields and spears, and made them exceeding strong, 
having Judah and Benjamin on his side. The priests and 
Levites out of Israel resorted to him, for Jeroboam had -cast 
them off from executing the priest's office : and out of all 
the tribes of Israel such came as set their hearts to seek 
the Lord God of Israel. All these -strengthened the kingdom 
of Judah, and for three years Rehoboam walked after the 
ways of -David and Solomon. After this Rehoboam for- 
sook the law of the Lord, and the people of Judah provoked 
God, and committed greater sins than their fathers had done. 
For they built them -high places, and -images, and -groves, on 
every -high hill, and under every green tree ; and they did 
according to all the abomination of the nations which the Lord 
•cast out before the children of Israel. 

God permitted Shishak to -invade Judah, for the sins of 
Rehoboam. Shemaiah announced to Rehoboam and the 
princes that, because they had forsaken God, he had delivered 
them into the hands of Shishak. Whereupon the princes of 
Israel and the king humbled themselves ; and they said, '* The 
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Lord is righteous." And when the Lord saw that they 
humbled themselves, the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, 
saying, " They have humbled themselves ; therefore I will not 
destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance ; and 
my wrath shall not be poured out upon Jerusalem by the 
hand of Shishak. Nevertheless they shall be his servants ; 
that they may know -my service, and the service of the king- 
doms of the countries." So Shishak, king of Egypt, came up 
against Jerusalem, and -took away the treasures of the house of 
the Lord, and the treasures of the king's house : he took all; 
he carried away also the shields of gold which Solomon had 
made. Instead of which king Rehoboam made shields of 
brass, and committed them to the hands of the chief of the 
guard, that kept the entrance of the king's house. And when 
he humbled himself the wrath of the Lord turned from him, 
that he would not destroy him altogether, and also in Judah 
things went well. Rehoboam reigned seventeen years, and 
was succeeded by his son Abijah. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



thields, Ac. — it appears that Rehobo- 
am had a depot for arms in every forti- 
fied city of Judah and Benjamin. 

restarted — came ; gathered ; those 
whom Jeroboam had deprived of their 
lauds, to make room for his new priest- 
hood. 

cast them off— Lesson 74, * priests.' 

strengthened — not onlv by their num- 
bers, but chiefly by their religious zeal 
and example. 

David and Solomon — this honourable 
mention of Solomon's name in connexion 
with David's, leads to the conclusion 
that be had repented of his sins of idola- 
try, as David did of his transgressions. 

forsook — as Kehoboam's mother was 
an Ammonitess (Naamah * beautiful,') 
he had probably been brought up with 
a feeling of indifference to the religion 
of the Hebrews. 

high places — altars on eminences; 
Lesson 74, ' high places.' 

images — statues; figures to represent 
tbeir ideas of divinities, which they set 



np in groves, high places, private 
residences, and places of religious as- 
sembly. 

groves — as places of worship, groves 
were used from very early times, their 
sombre and secluded character favour- 
ing those feelings of meditative awe and 
contrition which mark the devotions of 
every true worshipper ; Genesis xxi.33. 
In process of time they became the 
haunts of heathen priests, bards, and 
prophets, whose mystic and corrupt 
teachings were rendered more impres- 
sive in the gloom of such retreats. Thus 
places, unexceptionable in themselves, 
and calculated to induce thoughtful and 
devout emotions, became so identified 
with the foolish superstitious and the 
gross impurities or heathenism, that 
their use was forbidden to the worship- 
pers of the True God ; Deut. xvi. 21. 

high hill — Lesson 74, ' high places.' 

green tree — the idea that departed 
spirits, as well as the spirits of the gods, 
delighted to hover amid the bough* of 
fine-spreading trees was en couragedJ"* 
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the practice of taiyinfr tb* dead at their j memorial* are 2,700 years old. The 
roots ; bence the reverence with which j empire of Shishak extended beyond 
such trees were regarded. i the bounds of Epypt into southern and 

c«st oaf-le^on 30, • frivr.' \ western Africa ; the natives of which 

t<traif ^h« S hak marched into Jodea ) «»»»nei swelled the ranks of h» army, 
to support hi« recent froest afrainst Re- , ■»¥ that they m »y 

hoboam ; this record of Shishak's inva- M the difference between being under 
sion of Judah. is corroborated bv an in- m 7 protection, and being abandoned by 
scription on one of the decorated colon- Me, and condemned to serve tyrants, 
nades of the temple of Karnac in Egypt; took otrvry — Joseph us says that Re- 
another inscription contains the names hoboam, without offering any resistance 
of the cities taken from Rehoboam by to Shishak's army, delivered up all to 
the king of Egypt These hieroglyphic his power. 

INSPIRATION OF PROPHECY. 

Twas hy an order from the Lord 
T^e ancient nrophets spoke his word ; 
His Spirit did their tongues inspire, 
And warm'd their hearts with heavenly fire. 

The works and wonders which they wrought 
Confirmed the messages they brought ; 
The prophet's pen succeeds his breath, 
To save the holy words from death. 

Great God ! mine eyes with pleasure look 
On the dear volume of thy book ; 
There mv Redeemer's face I see, 
And read his name who died for me. 

Let the false raptures of the mind 
Be lost and vanish in the wind, 
Here I can fix my hope secure; 
This is thy word, and must endure. 

Watts. 



76. ABIJAH'S SUCCESS. ASA DESTROYS IDOLATRY. 

I Kings xiv. 1-20 ; xv. 1-15; 25-28 ; 2 Chronicles xiii. 

Now -Any ah with four-hundred- thou sand warriors went to 
fight with Jeroboam and his army of eight-hundred-thousand 
men. And Abijah stood upon Mount Ephraim, and -spake to 
Jeroboam about the multitude of Israel, and about their idola- 
tries, and said, " But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we 
have not forsaken him ; for we have kept -the charge of the Lord 
•22^ 
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our God ; but ye have forsaken him. Behold God himself is 
with us for our captain. O children of Israel, fight ye not -against 
the Lord God of your fathers ; for ye shall not prosper." During 
the battle which followed, -God smote Jeroboam and the army 
of Israel, so that they fled, and the children of Judah pre- 
vailed against them, because they relied upon the Lord God of 
their fathers. Nevertheless Abijah walked in all the sins of 
his father. He reigned three years, and was succeeded by his 
son -_4Ssa. In his days the land was quiet ten years, and he 
did that which was good and right. He took away the altars, 
and removed all the idols that his fathers had made ; he also 
removed the -queen from the government, and burnt her idol 
by the brook Kidron. Asa's heart was perfect with the 
Lord all his days ; -though all the idolatrous places were not 
destroyed. 

Abijah, the son of Jeroboam, fell sick. Jeroboam sent his 
wife, in -disguise, to -Ahijah, the prophet at Shiloh, to inquire 
if he should recover. She went. Ahijah could not see, for 
he was very old. The Lord told Ahijah that the wife of Jer- 
oboam was about to come to him, as another woman. When 
he heard the sound of her feet he said, " Come in, thou wife 
of Jeroboam ; why feignest thou thyself to be another ? for 
•I am sent to thee with heavy tidings. Go, tell Jeroboam, 
Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Forasmuch as I exalted 
thee from among the people, and made thee prince over my 
people Israel, and rent the kingdom away from the house of 
David, and gave it thee : and yet thou hast not been as my 
servant David, who kept my commandments, and who followed 
me with all his heart, to do that only which was right ; but 
hast done evil above all that were before thee : for thou hast 
made thee other gods, and molten images, to provoke me to 
anger, therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the house 
of Jeroboam, and will cut off his posterity, and will take away 
the remnant of the house of Jeroboam. Him that dieth of 
Jeroboam in the the city shall the dogs eat ; and him that dieth 
in the fields shall the fowls of the air eat : for the Lord hath 
spoken it. Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine own house 
and when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die 
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And all Israel shall mourn for him, and bury him : for he only 
of Jeroboam shall come to the grave, because in him there is 
found some pood thing toward the Lord God of Israel in the 
house of Jeroboam. Moreover the Lord shall raise him up a 
king over Israel, who <hall cut off the house of Jeroboam. 
For the Lord shall smite Israel, and he shall -root up Israel 
out of this good land, and shall scatter them beyond the river, 
because they have made their groves, provoking the Lord to 
an^pr. And he shall give Israel up because of the wins of 
Jeroboam, who did sin, and who made Israel to sin." When 
she returned to Tirzah Abijah died, and all Israel mourned 
for him. Jeroboam reigned twenty-two years. 

•Nndab, the son of Jeroboam, succeeded his father and reign- 
ed over Israel two years. He did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and followed the sins of his father Baasha, the son of 
Abijah, of the tribe of Issachar, conspired against Nadab, and 
slew him at Gibbethon. Baasha then became king. He 
•smote all the house of Jeroboam, according to the saying of 
the Lord, which he spake by Ahijah. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Abijah — 1 my father;' his mother's I 
onme was Masrhnb, or Michaiah, the I 
daughter of Uriel, aud granddaughter \ 
of Absalom ; (called Abishalom in ; 
1 King* xv. 2); compare 2 Cbron. xi. 
21; xiii. 2; and 1 King* xv. 2. | 

a pake— Abijah accused the Israelites 
of rebellion agaiu«t David's posterity, 
to whom, he said, God had given the | 
kingdom by a covenant of salt — an j 
incorruptible and everlasting covenant, | 
not to be revoked; he also charged 
them with the sin of idolatry, with cast- 
ing out the priests of the Lord, and 
appointing men to the priesthood who 
belonged not to the tribe of Levi. 

the charge — the offering of sacrifices 
in the place which God bad chosen— 
Jeru*nlem ; the preservation to all the 
tribe of Levi or their priestly distinction, 
revenues, and privileges, and the main- 
tenance of the family of David as the 
rightful inheritors of the throne. 

against the Lord — the wnr^between 
Isratl and Judah was both civil and 
230 



religious ; the questions at issue were — 
the lawfulness of erecting a new king- 
dom, and the authority for establishing 
a mode of worship which God had ex- 
pressly prohibited. 

God smote — by means of nn ambush- 
ment Jeroboam had the army of Judah 
apparently in bis power — his army 
taking them both in front and rear; 
but the Lord sent confusion among the 
men of Israel, so that they fled when 
the men of Judah shouted, and the 
priests of the Lord sounded with the 
trumpets. Thus the promise of Moses 
was fulfilled. Num. x. 9; Lesson 30, 
* trumpets.' 
Asa — * physician ;\ he was brought 
>, it appears, by his grandmother, 
aarhah, who on that account is called 
his mother; 1 Chrou. xiv. 2. She en- 
couraged idolatry, but Asa exercised 
his authority as God's vicegerent to 
preveut her baneful influence. 

queen — the queen-mother ; in this case 
Asa's grandmother ; the mother of the 
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king had great authority in the affairs 
of the kingdom ; she was always one of 
the royal counsellors. 

burnt — Lesson 56, ' burned.' 

perfect — he was a sincere worshipper 
of God ; always loyal — though there 
were imperfections in his conduct, as in 
that of all men. 

though all — the tendency to idolatrous 
practices was so deeply-rooted in the 
people that the king's example and 
atthority. could not wholly eradicate it. 

disguise — she assumed the name, 
appearance, and manners of another. 

A hi j ah — Lesson 72, * Ahijah.' 

/ am sent — the idea that prophets are 
messengers sent to those to whom they 
spoke is sustained by Ahijah's address, 
though Jeroboam's wife came to him. 

above allr— king Saul was not so bad 
as Jeroboam, nor Solomon ; for though 
they were drawn into evil, yet they did 
not study to make the people idolaters. 

other gods — Jeroboam superadded to 
the idolatry which had been formerly 
practised in Israel, by the introduction 
of the two golden calves. 

dogs — dogs are very numerous in 
eastern cities; they are not kept in 
houses, but wander about prowling for 
whatever food they can get, which ren- 
ders them savage, dangerous, and dis- 
gusting. They prey on all sorts of car- 
rion and offal, and in time of war follow 
the camp to lick the blood, and feed on 
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the corpses of the slain. Lesson 86, 

* licked 95, 4 had eaten.' Dogs were 
regarded with contempt, (Lesson 94, 

* dog,') nevertheless the Egyptians in- 
cluded them among their objects of 
worship. 

fowls — Lesson 63, * birds.' 

come to — be buried honourably. 

some good thing — the Jewish writers 
say that he disapproved of the golden 
calves, and tried to dissuade his father 
from establishing guards on the frontier 
of his kingdom to prevent the people 
from going up to Jerusalem to worship. 

root up — Lesson 108, * taken captive.' 

Nadab — 'a gift ;' he was assassinated 
while prosecuting the siege of Gibbe- 
thon. 

smote all — acting according to the 
savage policy of the times (Lesson 38, 

* slew,') he destroyed all the family of 
the former king, lest his own reijrn should 
be rendered insecure by their claims 
upon the throne ; he thus unwittingly 
fulfilled the denunciation of Ahijah. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Tirzah — a city of Ephraim, and a 
royal residence of the kings of Israel 
from Jeroboam to Omri, who built 
Samaria. Its situation is spoken of as 
pleasant. 

Gib beth on — a city in the district of 
Dan which was re-possessed by the 
Philistines. 



GOD THE HEARER OF PRAYER. 

"TUB LORD IS OUR GOD, AND WE HAVE NOT FORSAKEN HIM." 

When morn awakes our hearts 

To form the early prayer; 
When toil-worn day departs, 

And gives a pause to care 
When those our soul loves best 

Kneel with us in thy fear, 
To ask thy peace and rest — 

Our God, our Father, hear! 
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When worldly snares without, 

And evil thoughts within, 
Of grace would raise a doubt, 

Or lure us back to sin; 
When human strength proves frail, 

And will but half sincere, 
When faith begins to fail — 

Our God, our Father, hear! 

When in our cup of mirth 

The drop of trembling falls, 
And the frail props of earth 

Are crumbling round our walls 
When back we gaze with grief, 

And forward glance with fear 
When faileth man's relief 

Our God, our Father, hear! 

And when death's awful hand 

Unbars the gates of time, 
Eternity's dim land 



77. ASA'S GOVERNMENT. 
1 Kings xv. 12-22 ; 2 Chron, xiv-xvi. 10. 



Asa commanded all Judah to seek the God of their fathers, 
and to obey the law, and the commandments. He built fenced 
cities, and strengthened them during the years of rest 
•Zerah, the Ethiopian, came against him with a million of men 
and three hundred chariots at Mareshah, in the valley of 
Zephathah. And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, 
st Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, 
or with them that have no power ; help us, O Lord our God ; 
for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this 
multitude. O Lord, thou art our God ; let not man prevail 
•against thee." So the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa, 
and before Judah : and the Ethiopians fled. Asa then smote 
all the cities about Gerar, and returned to Jerusalem with 



When flesh and spirit quake 
Before Thee to appear — 

Othen, for Jesus' sake, 
Our God, our Father, hear! 
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ASA IS REPROVED. [975-606 B.C 

much spoil. The prophet -Azariah, the son of Oded, came 
to counsel Asa. He said, " The Lord is with you -while ye be 
with him ; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you ; but 
if ye forsake him, he will forsake you." Asa then took courage, 
and put away the abominable idols out of all Judah and 
Benjamin. And *many came to him out of Ephraim, and 
Manasseh, and Simeon, when they saw that God was with him. 
And they offered unto the Lord seven-hundred oxen, and 
seven-thousand sheep ; and they entered into a covenant to 
seek the Lord God of their fathers, and whosoever would not 
do so should be -put to death. 

There were many wars between Asa and Baasha, and Asa 
•sent the silver and gold that were left in the treasury of the 
temple to Benhadad, the king of Syria, at Damascus, to hire him 
to come and -assist him against Baasha. At that time Hanani, 
the seer, came and reproved Asa, because he had relied on 
the king of Syria, and not on God ; he said, " Were not the 
Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very many -chariots 
and horsemen ? yet, because thou didst rely on the Lord, -he 
delivered them into thine hand. For -the eyes of the Lord run 
to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong 
in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect towards him. 
Herein thou hast done foolishly : therefore from henceforth 
thou shalt have wars." Asa was wroth with Hanani, and put 
him in prison ; he also oppressed some of the people the same 
time. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Zerah — < rising;' the Ethiopians or 
Cnshites, of whom this Zerah was the 
leader, were, according to some, Ara- 
bians ; while others maintain that they 
were African*. It has also been con- 
jectured that most of this immense army 
had come up with Shishak, (Less. 75, 
' invade'), for it is said the people who 
came with him "were without number," 
and that, instead of going back to their 
own country when Shishak returned 
home, they remained as nomades, or 
wandering shepherds, in that extensive 
territory which lay between Egypt and 
Palestine. Here their numbers rapidly 
increased by the addition of other tribes 



of the same families, which suggested 
the design of an invasion of Judea, with 
the hope that their success would not be 
less certain than that of Shishak. 

against thee — every nation fought, 
professedly, under the auspices of some 
presiding deity, hence the honour of the 
gods was at stake as well as the lives of 
the warriors, and the independence of 
their respective nations; the Jews 
(Judah) fought in the name of Jehovah, 
the success of their enemies, therefore, 
would be represented rs the victory of 
an idol over the Trne God. Lesson 31 , 
* name.' 
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SEEKING GOD. 

"ir TE SEEK HIM BE WILL BE FOUND OF TOC" 

0 Source of Good ! around me spread 
Tea thousand thousand blessings lie; 
By night thy mercy guards my head, 
By day I feel Thee ever nigh. 

Vet if to taste thy gifts were all 

Thy bounteous hand hestow'd on me, 

No leave upon thy name to call, 

Nor in my prayer approach to Thee ; 

How would my spirit sorrowing, 

'Mid all those "gifts have sigh'd to feel — 

It knew not the refreshing spring 

That ceaseless flows to soothe and heal ! 
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No chain to bind the wondering soul, 
No link cementing earth and heaven, 
No Father's pitying kind control, 
No child, repenting and forgiven ! 

But God reveals his mercy -seat, 
And beams of light the gloom dispel : 
He gives, — from Him the gift is sweet ; 
He takes away, — and all is well. 

The voice of prayer in heaven is heard! 
Let strength depart and comforts flee, 
If man may act upon that word — 
" Seek and He shall be found of thee." 



78. OF BAASHA, ELAH, ZIMRI, OMRI, AND AHAB. 
1 Kings xvi. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jehu, the son of Hanani, 
against Baasha, saying, " Forasmuch as *I exalted thee -out of 
the dust, and made thee prince over my people Israel, and thou 
hast walked -in the way of Jeroboam, and *hast made my people 
Israel to sin, to provoke me to anger with their sins ; behold, 
I will take away the posterity of Baasha, and the posterity of 
his house : and will make thy house -like the house of Jero- 
boam, the son of Nebat." Baasha died after he had reigned 
over Israel twenty-four years. His son Elah then became 
king ; he reigned only two years, and was slain by • Zimri, 
the captain of half his chariots, as he was drinking himself 
drunk in the house of his steward. Zimri then slew all the 
house of Baasha, and the word of the Lord, which Jehu the 
prophet had spoken against the posterity of Baasha, was ful- 
filled. The Israelites were then at war with the Philistines at 
Gibbethon. 

When Elah was slain, the Israelites at Gibbethon made 
•Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel. Omri went 
and besieged Tirzah. When Zimri saw that the city was 
taken, he set fire to the palace, and destroyed himself. Half 
the people then made Tibni king, bat Omri prevailed against 
hiin, and Tibni was slain. Omri -bought the hill of Samaria, 



E. Taylor. 
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PERIOD VI.] OMRI BUILDS SAMARIA. 

of Shemer, and built on it a city which he called Samaria, 
This city was the capital of the kingdom of Israel -so long as 
the kingdom existed. Omri reigned over Israel twelve years, 
and followed -the sins of Jeroboam. 

• Ahab was the son and successor of Omri. He took to wife 
•Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Zidonians. He 
not only followed the sin of Jeroboam but he also worshipped 
Baal. He did evil in the sight of the Lord -above all who 
reigned before him. He reared up an altar for Baal in a 
temple of Baal, which he built in Samaria. In his days Jeri- 
cho was rebuilt by -Hi el, the Bethelite, whose first-born son 
died when he laid the foundations, and whose youngest son died 
when he set up the gates of the city. Thus was the curse of 
Joshua fulfilled, who had said, " -Cursed be the man before the 
Lord that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho ; he shall 
lay the foundation thereof in his first-born, and in his young- 
est son shall he set up the gates of it." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Jehu — 'he that is.' 

/ exalted— the wicked designs of men 
can only succeed hy the permission of 
God, either to execute his judgments, 
or for other wise purposes; Baasba's 
exaltation was apparently obtained by 
cruelty and treachery. 

out of the dust— from one of the 
humblest and most insignificant fami- 
lies in the kingdom. 

in the tray — followed the very same 
line of policy, by trying to consolidate 
his kingdom under a form of religion 
contrary to that which had been 
ordained by Jehovah. 

hast made — how awful was his res- 
ponsibility and guiltiness. 

like the house — this threat was re- 
markably executed ; Nadab, the son of 
Jeroboam, had reigned but two years 
when he was slain by the conspirator, 
Baasha ; and Elah, the son of Baasba, 
was slain by Zimri, another conspirator, 
after he had reigned but two years. 

Zimri — a sanguinary policy marked 
his accession to the throne, for he slew 
all the kinsfolk of Elah as well as those 
236 



more immediately related to him, so 
that there might not be one ' avenger ' 
left ; but the speedy and siernal punish- 
ment with which he whs visited showed 
that there is a God who judgetb in the 
earth. The ruin that overwhelmed him 
became proverbial, and we find the 
wicked Jezebel referring to it in these 
words, " Had Zimri peace who slew his 
master ?'* Lesson 95. 

Omri — •sheaf;' having besieged one 
rival, he next had to contend with ano- 
ther, whom many of the people preferred 
to himself. 

bought — he Rave Shemer two talents 
(£684) for the" hill; the destruction of 
i he royal palace at Tirzah was the 
occasion of this purchase. 

so long — Lesson 108, ' took Samaria.' 

the sins of— the infamy of Jeroboam 
was attached to his name and memory, 
while his idolatry continued to prevail. 

Ahab — * father's brother he was the 
seventh king who sat upon the throne 
of Israel during the reign of Asa over 
Judah, who had seen six kings of Israel 
die in ignominy or vice, or destroyed with 
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their families by usurpers, in recom- 
pense for their ingratitude to God, and 
disobedience of his laws. 

Jezebel — * not dwelt in;' being 1 edu- 
cated in the idolatries of her native 
country, she soon introduced the wor- 
ship of Baal and Ashtaroth into Israel ; 
she maintained 400 priests at her own ex- 
pense, and her husband Ahab sustained 
450 more. The wickedness of Jezebel 
became proverbial ; Less. 82 <fc 85. 

above all — Jeroboam's crimes were 
little in comparison with those of this 
monster of iniquity, who openly set up 
the worst kinds of idolatry. 

Hiel— « God giveth five hundred 
years before his day, Joshua pro- 
nounced a curse upon the man who 
should rebuild Jericho. Hiel being an 
inhabitant of Bethel, lived in the very 
%fht of idolatry ; the law being but little 
read, he either did not know the judg- 
ments denounced against the rebuilder 
of Jericho, or he impiously disregarded 
them. He soon experienced the truth 
of the Divine threatenings; his first 
born died when he commenced the 
building, and his other children died 

ri urine the progress of the work the 

youngest expiring as soon as the city 
wiis finished. 



Cursed — the corse implied that the 
city was devoted to God as the first 
fruits of Israel's conquests in Canaan; 
Less. 30, * corse f 31, 1 took.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Samaria— the capital of the king, 
dom of Israel, about thirty-four miles 
north of Jerusalem, was built by Omri, 
who bought the hill Samaria of Shemer, 
and called the city after his name. The 
hill is large and insulated, surrounded 
by a deep, broad vallev, environed by 
four hills, one on each side ; the site 
possessed many natural advantages in 
a military point of view, and was in 
other respects advantageous. 

ZiDONiAN8— a commercial people of 
Zidon or Sidon who were worshippers 
of Baal; their god was Melkart, a 
representative of the Sun, to whose guid- 
ance they attributed their success ; he 
whs the god of the Phoenicians univer- 
sally, and his worship, by means of 
the maritime enterprise of that active 
people, was introduced into many coun- 
tries. The fire was kept constantly 
burning upon his altar, and his wor- 
ship was accompanied with many dis- 
gusting rites. Melkart means the king 
of the earth— the heat and animating in- 
fluence of the sun being diffused over all 
creation. 



FOLLY OF SELF DEPENDENCE. 

The swift not always in the race 

Shall seize the crowning prize ; 
Not always wealth and honour grace 

The labour of the wise. 
Fond mortals but themselves beguile 

When on themselves they rest ; 
Blind is their wisdom, weak their toil, 

By thee, O Lord, unbless'd. 
Evil and good before Thee stand, 

Thy missions to perform; 
The blessing comes at thy command, 

At thy command the storm. 

O Lord, in all our ways we'll own 

Thy providential power, 
Intrusting to thy care alone 

.The lot of every hour. 
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PERIOD Vi.] JEHOSHAPHAT SUCCEEDS ASA. 

79. ASA'S DEATH. JEHOSHAPHAT S PROSPERITY. 

2 Chron. xvi. 11-xviii. 1 ; 1 Kings xxii. 41-44 

After Asa had reigned thirty-eight years he began to be 
troubled with a disease in his feet, yet he sought not to the 
Lord, but to the 'physicians. He died in the forty-first year of 
his reign, and was buried in his own sepulchre in the city of 
David. His son -Jehoshaphat succeeded him, and he walked 
in the ways of his father, and did that which was right, -though 
the people still offered incense on the high places. Jehosha- 
phat made peace with the king of Israel. There was then no 
king in Edom. 

The Lord was with Jehoshaphat because he walked in the -first 
ways of David, and sought not to Baalim ; but sought to the 
Lord God of his father, and walked in his commandments, and 
•not after the doings of Israel. Therefore the Lord stablished 
the kingdom in his hand ; and all Judah -brought to Jehosha- 
phat presents ; and he had riches and honour in abundance. 
And his heart was -lifted up in the ways of the Lord : more- 
over he took away the high places and groves out of Judah. 
Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his -princes, to 
teach in the cities of Judah. And with them he sent Levites, 
and priests. And they taught in Judah, and -had the book of 
the law of the Lord with them, and went about throughout all 
the cities of Judah, and taught the people. And the -fear of 
the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were 
round about Judah, so that they made no war against Jehosha- 
phat. Also some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat 
presents, and tribute of silver ; and the Arabians brought him 
flocks, seven-thousand-and-seven-hundred rams, and seven- 
thousand-and-seven-hundred he-goats. And Jehoshaphat 
waxed great exceedingly ; and he built in Judah -castles, and 
cities of store. And he had much -business in the cities of 
Judah : and the -men of war, mighty men of valour, were in 
Jerusalem. But Jehoshaphat joined -affinity with Ahab, by 
allowing his son, Jehoram, to marry • Athaliah, the daughter of 
Ahab and Jezebel. Much evil afterwards resulted from this 
marriage. 
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NOTES AND : 

physicians — this is the first mention 
of physicians as a distinct class among 
the Israelites ;| the simple and healthy 
mode of life common to all classes, ren- 
dered them" comparatively free from 
bodily ailments ; the disease to which 
the Israelites were most liable — the 
leprosy, was cared by the priest only, 
according to the directions given by 
Moses; as a consequence the estimation 
of the priests' healing power would be 
enhanced, and lead to their being con- 
salted in other distempers. There was 
no evil in Asa consulting physicians res- 
pecting his disease, his sin was in trust- 
ing to their skill rather than to the 
goodness of God. 
Jehothaphat — < Jehovah's judgment.' 
though — Lesson 75, « high places.' 
made peace — he did not compromise 
the true religion which he was bound to 
uphold, nor his own independence as a 
sovereign, but he acted from kind feel- 
ings of brotherhood towards the people 
of Israel, as well as from the conviction 
that national prosperity would be re- 
tarded by harassing wars. 

first ways — serving the Lord in sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity. 

not after— his covenant with Israel 
did not diminish his zeal for the true 
worship of Jehovah. 

brought — presents — his people loved 
him; "the more there is of true reli- 
gion among a people, the more will 
there be of conscientious loyalty.*' 

lifted up— he was not elated with 
human pride because he was prosperous, 
bat stimulated to more active and cheer- 
ful obedience. 



EXPLANATIONS. [975-606 B.C. 

princes — there was no mysterious or 
dubious language in the precepts and 
teachings of Moses ; they were written 
for the personal study and guidance of 
every individual in the nation. The 
union of priests and princes in this reli- 
gious tour had a most happy effect not 
only on the people, but on the mind* of 
the princes, creating in them a practical 
interest in the religions prosperity of 
the people. 

had the book — it appears that copies 
of the law were not then numerous, 
which accounts for the many lapses of 
the nation into idolatry. 

fear — true religion, exemplified in a 
life of prnctical obedience to the Lord's 
precepts, and a zeal lor the glory of 
God produces a feeling of awe and re- 
verence even in ihe minds of the irreli- 
gious while the profession without the 
practice of religion causes it and its 
false professors to be contemned. 

castles — he took prudent and lawful 
measures for the defence of his kingdom, 
in the event of troubles arising from 
without. 

business — he encouraged trade, and 
promptly engaged in whatever would 
tend to increase the wealth and pros- 
perity of his people. 

men of war — according to the numbers 
stated he had a much larger army than 
David ; 2 Chron. xvii. 14-19. 

affinity — became connected, by the 
marriage of his son with Ahab's 
daughter. 

Athaliah — ' remembered of Jehovah.' 



HAVE MERCY, LORD ! 

Lord ! have mercy when we strive 
To save through Thee, our souls alive ! 
When the pamper'd flesh is strong, 
When the strife is fierce and long; 
When our wakening thoughts begin 
First to loathe their cherish'd sin, 
And our weary spirits fail, 
And our aching brows are pale, 

Oh then have mercy ! Lord I 
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PERIOD VI.] ELIJAH SENT TO REPROVE AHAB. 



Lord ! have mercy when we lie 
On the restless bed and sigh, 
Sigh for death, yet fear it still, 
From the thought of former ill ; 
When all other hope is gone ; 
When our course is almost done ; 
When the dim advancing gloom 
Tells us that our hour is come, 

Oh then have mercy 1 Lord ! 

Lord! have mercy when we know 
First how vain this world below: 
When the earliest gleam is given 
Of Thy bright but distant Heaven ! 
When our darker thoughts oppress, 
Doubts perplex and fears distress, 
And our sadden'd spirits dwell 
On the open gates of Hell; 



80. ELIJAHS MISSION TO AHAB. 
1 Kings xvii.-xviii. 18. 

Now Elijah, the -Tishbite, who was an inhabitant of Gilead, 
came unto Ahab, and said, " As the Lord God of Israel liveth, 
•before whom I stand, there shall not be -dew nor rain these 
years, but according to my word." And the word of the 
Lord came unto him, saying, " Get thee hence, and hide thy- 
self by the brook Chertth, that is -before Jordan. Thou shalt 
drink of the brook , and I have commanded the -ravens to 
feed thee there." So he went, and did according unto the 
word of the Lord : and the ravens brought him bread and 
flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening ; and 
he drank of the brook. And -after a while, the brook dried 
up, because there had been no rain in the land. 

According to the word of the Lord, Elijah went thence to 
Zarephath, at which place God had commanded a -widow 
woman to sustain him. Elijah found her gathering sticks at 
the gate of the city. He asked her to fetch a little water, and 
to bring a morsel of bread in her hand. She said she had no 
bread, but only a handful cf meal in a barrel, and a little oil 
in a cruse, which she was about to dress for herself and her 



Oh then have mercy ! Lord I 



MtLLMAK. 
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son that they might eat it and die. Elijah said unto her, 
" Fear not ; make me a little cake first, and bring it unto 
me, and after make for thee and thy son. For thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither 
shall the cru.se of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth 
rain upon the earth." The word of the Lord was -fulfilled. 
After these things her son fell sick and died. The widow 
thought Elijah had been sent to cause his death ; but Elijah 
stretched himself upon the child and prayed to God to restore 
him to life, and the soul of the child came into him again. 
Elijah delivered him to his mother: whereupon the widow 
said, " Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and 
that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth." 

After many days Elijah was commanded to shew himself to 
Ahab, and God promised to send rain upon the earth. There 
was a sore famine in Samaria, and -Obadiah, the governor of 
Ahab's house, and Ahab, went through the land in separate 
directions to all the fountains and brooks, to find grass to save 
the horses and mules. Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly ; 
for it was so, when Jezebel cut oif the prophets of the Lord, 
that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by 
fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water. Obadiah 
met Elijah and knew him. Elijah told him to go to Ahab, and 
say, " Behold, Elijah is here." Obadiah feared to go and tell 
Ahab, -lest the Spirit of the Lord should take Elijah away, 
and Ahab should slay him. He told Elijah that Ahab had 
sent to -seek him in all nations, and kingdoms. Elijah said, 
" A.s the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will 
surely shew myself unto him to-day." So Obadiah went to 
meet Ahab, and told him ; and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Elijah — 'the strong Lord;' we have 
no information concerning his lineage 
or early life. He was » strenuous vin- 
dicator of the wor*li in of the tru** God 
in opposition to the idolatrous kings 
under whom he Lved. 

Ttshbile — it is uncertain whether he 
mine from Thisbe, n town of Galilee, 
or hum Tishbe in Gilead. 



before whom I stand — as God's ambns - 
sador ret.dy to bear his m?-s«age« to men ; 
Lesson 8, 'anffels.' The phrase also 
imp'ies the prophet's* belief in the Omni- 
presence of Jehovah. 

deir nor rain — the importance of dew 
in such a country as Palestine cannot be 
over estimated, for the heat and dryness 
of the atmosphere parch the ground 

It til 
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PERIODVI.] "THE PROPHET AND WIDOW." 



nnd wither the plants ; the dews At night 
'are so nmple a* to moisten the earth 
like a heavy shower, and thus in a great 
measure supply the want of rain. Thf 
seasonal falls of rain in the East render 
the earth prolific, while their absence 
has often caused famine. 

before — that is on the east of Jordan, 
for the word, as a topographical indica- 
tion, usually means on the eastern side. 

ravens — th»* raven is a bird that 
resembles the crow in colour and shape, 
but it is larger and more powerful ; it is 
sagacious and courageous and has very 
little dread of larger birds of prey; in 
some of its habits it is like the eagle, for 
it resorts to inaccessible ledges of rorks 
to construct its nest; it fi-eds upon car- 
rion and grain, but it will also attack 
yonnglambs and poultry. Thestrength 
of the raven was therefore quite suffi- 
cient to enable it to carry supplies of food 
to the prophet. Some commentators 
are of opinion that a haunt for these 
birds was near to the prophet's retreat, 
and that Elijah was daily supplied from 
the food which they brought to their 
nests. Lesson 4, * raven.' 

after a while — Elijah probably remain- 
ed at the brook Cherith from eight to 
twelve months. 

oil — liquor expressed from the olive j 



it is used instead of butter in prepara- 
tions of food. Lesson 38, « the olive/ 

fulfilled — for two years the widow's 
store continued to afford sustenance tor 
herself, her son, and Elijah. 

Obadiah — * servant of Jehovah.' 

knew him — when he saw him he fell 
on his face and said, " Art thou that my 
Lord, Elijah?" 

le*i — he did not doubt the sincerity of 
Elijah's intention, but he knew that as 
(lie Lord's messenger, Elijah had not 
the direction of his own movements ; he 
feared therefore to tell Ahab that he 
had seen him. 

stay him — the despotic power of east- 
ern kings is illustrated by the apprehen- 
sions of Obadiah. Lesson 66, 'said.' 

seek him — Ahab wanted to kill Elijah, 
believing that he was the cause of the 
drought. The judgment* of God only 
rendered this wicked man and bis 
wife more and more hardened. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Cherith — a brook near the Jordan 
where Elijah was commanded to conceal 
himself from Ahab. The brook was do 
doubt on the east of Jordan where he 
would be further from Ahab's reach than 
if he continued on the western side. 

Zarephath— a city of Phoenicia, 
situated between Tyre and Sidon. 



THE PROPHET AND WIDOW. 

"THii BARREL OF MEAL SHALL NOT WASTE, NEITHER SHALL THE CRUSF. 
OF OIL FAIL." 

By the poor widow's oil and meal, 

Elijah was sustain'd ; 
Though small the stock, it lasted well, 

For God the store maintained. 

It seem'd as if, from day to day, 

They were to eat and die; 
But still, though in a secret way, 

He sent a fresh supply. 

Thus to his poor he still will give 

Just for the present hour; 
But for to-morrow they must live 
Upon his word and pow'r. 
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Then let not doubts your mind assail, 

Remember God has said, 
"The cruse and barrel shall not fail, 

"My people shall be fed." 

Though in ourselves we have no stock, 

The Lord is nigh to save, 
His door flies open, when we knock, 

And 'tis but ask and have. 

Newton. 



81. THE SACRIFICE ON CARMEL. 
1 Kings xviii. 17-46. 
And when Ahab saw Elijah, he said unto him, " Art thou he 
that -troubleth Israel ?" And Elijah answered, " I have not 
troubled Israel : -but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye 
have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast 
followed Baalim. Now therefore send, and gather to me all 
Israel unto Mount Carmel, and the prophets of -Baal four- 
hundred-and-fifty, and the prophets of the groves four-hundred 
which eat at Jezebel's table." So Ahab sent unto all the 
children of Israel, and gathered the -prophets together unto 
Mount Carmel. Elijah came unto them and said, "How 
long -halt ye between -two opinions ? if the Lord be God, follow 
him, but if Baal, then follow him." The people answered not 
a word. Elijah then said, " I even I only, remain a prophet of 
the Xord ; but Baals prophets are four-hundred-and-fifty men. 
Let them give lis two bullocks ; and let them choose 
one bullock, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood and put 
no fire under. And I will dress the other bullock, and put 
no fire under ; and call ye on the name of your gods, and I 
will call on the name of the Lord, and the God that answereth 
•by fire, let him be God." And all the people said, " It is 
well spoken." The prophets of Baal took their bullock and 
dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from •morning till 
noon, saying, " O Baal hear us." But there was no voice that 
answered. At noon Elijah -mocked them and said, " Cry aloud 
for he is a god ; -either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he 
is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be 
awaked." -They called on Baal till the time of the evening 
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PERIOD VI.] ELIJAH'S PRAYER IS ANSWERED. 

, sacrifice, but there was no answer. Elijah then -built an altar 
in the name of the Lord, and made a trench round it ; and he 
cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood on the altar. 
He said,/' Fill four barrels with water, and -pour it on the 
sacrifice, and on the wood." And w hen this had been done 
three times he came near and said, " Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art 
God in Israel, and that I am thy servant." Then the fire of the 
Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice. The people saw 
it, and fell on their faces, saying, The Lord he is the God, 
The Lord he is the God." 

The people, according to Elijah's command, took the prophets 
of Baal to the brook Kishon and slew them there. And 
Elijah said unto Ahab " Get thee up, eat and drink : for 
there is a sound of abundance of rain." So Ahab -went up to 
eat and to drink, and Elijah -went up to the top of Carmel ; 
and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his 
face between his knees ; and said to his servant, " Go up, 
now, look toward the sea." And he went up, and looked, and 
said, " There is nothing." And he said, " Go again -seven times." 
And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, " Behold, 
there ariseth a -little cloud out of the sea, like a man s hand.*' 
And he said, " Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and 
get thee down, that the rain stop thee not." And it came to 
pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds 
and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and 
went to Jezreel. And the 'hand of the Lord was on Elijah; 
and he -girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance 
of Jezreel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



troubkth— Ahab regarded Elijah as the 
cause of the famine, from the super- 
stitious idea that the priests and prophets 
of the gods influenced their decrees. Lea. 28, 
* curse.' 

but thou — the prophet, nothing daunted 
by the intimation of danger conveyed in 
Ahab's address, boldly accused the wicked 
sovereign and his family, as the cause of 
Xbr&el'fc sin and punishment. ' 
*244 



Baal — Lesion 33, " Baal/ 

groves — Less. 75, 4 groves ;* probably the 
prophets of Ashtaroth ; Less. 78, * Zide- 
nians.' 

propfwts—the prophets of Baal ; it does 
not appear that the prophets of the groves, 
who ate at Jezebel's table, were present. 

halt — hesitate ; act dubioudy ; Lesson ft, 
* jealous' 
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two opinions — they mingled the worship 
of God with the worship of Baal. 

by flre—they worshipped the great source 
of heat ; the prophet's proposal was therefore 
perfectly fair. 

let him — the test proposed by Elijah could 
not be objected to by the priests of Baal, 
even though they were apprehensive of a 
failure, for Elijah submitted it to the whole 
assembly, who at once concurred in the 
reasonableness of the proposal. 

morning till noon — from the rising of the 
sun in eastern splendour to its meridian 
heat, did those deluded men cry ' O Baal 
hear us ;' but the glorious orb — the crea- 
ture of God's hand, passed on diffusing its 
light and vivifying influence over the earth, 
regardless of the cries of its worshippers. 

mocked — he did this in order to expose 
before all the assembly the utter helplessness 
of the gods they worshipped, and the folly 
of placing reliance on them. The presence 
of a nation of idolaters was no check upon 
Elijah's courage — 44 The righteous are bold 
as a lion." 

he U a god— their idolatry was to Elijah 
an object of secret indignation and disdain ; 
he then upbraided them with their folly, & 
derided their efforts to obtain an answer. 

either — the taunts and scorn of Elijah 
appear most appropriate and forcible when 
we consider that the heathen attributed to 
their gods the imperfections, feelings, 
passions, and many of the occupations 
common to human beings. 

They called — they cried vociferously, 
danced, ran and leaped about their altar, 
in a furious, raving, and distracted manner ; 
and cot themselves with knives and lancets 
to make themselves acceptable to their idol, 
and to propitiate his favour. 

built — baving waited till the time of the 
evening sacrifice for Baal's prophets to 
obtain an answer— the servant of Jehovah 
stands forth to vindicate the divinity of 
Israel's God. Taking twelve stones— 
■mWematic of the oneness of the tribes of 
[sracf , be erects an altar and prepares his 
sacrifice. 

pour it — this large quantity of water so 
at orated the wood that its instantaneous 



combustion was impossible by the ordinary 
means of ignition. 

Lord God, $c—hc addressed the God of 
Israel's fathers, with whom the ancient 
covenant had been made, and pleaded the 
glory of God and the recovery of the people 
from idolatry as objects to be attained by 
the manifestation he anticipated. 

Jire—fell — this signal attestation of the 
Lord's existence and power had its 
immediate effect, for the people fell upon 
their faces, and acknowledged the True 
God. Fire in ancient times was frequently 
connected with other manifestations of 
Deity ; Less. 24, 4 fire ;' Less. 26, 4 the earth/ 

slew— by the law idolaters were to be 
slain ; Elijah herein asserted the amena- 
bleness of the entire nation to the laws of 
Moses. Deuteronomy xiii. 5 ; xviii. 20. 

went up— the one to his tent to refresh 
himself, the other to the mountain-top to 
pray. 

seven times — Lesson 30, 4 seven.' 

little cloud— & sure and familiar prog- 
nostic of rain in all countries east of the 
Levant. Luke xii. 54. 

stop— rain usually descends in such tor- 
rents in the East that travelling is rendered 
impossible during its continuance. 

great rain— to compensate the parched 
earth for its lack of moisture during three 
years. Lesson 69, 4 shut up.' 

hand of the Lord— he acted by divine 
impulse. The flowing robes of easterns 
require to be tightly girded when extra- 
ordinary bodily exertion is required. 

ran b°fore — Lesson 43, 4 run.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

Mount Carmel — a mountainous ridge 
which overlooks the bay of Acre, on which 
the prophets Elijah and Elisha occasionally 
resided. There are many caves in this 
mountain range, the largest of which is 
called the School of Elijah ; it is supposed 
the prophet stood on the summit facing the 
sea, when he prayed for rain ; and that he 
offered his sacrifice on the side overlooking 
the Kishon and the plain of Esdraelon, 
which from its commanding position ena- 
bled the thousands assembled to witness 
his proceedings. 
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"SEND, AND GATHER TOME ALL ISRAEL UNTO MOUNT CARMEL, a*.* 

Thus when Elijah mark'd from CarmePs brow 
In bright expanse the briny flood below; 
Roll'd his red eyes amid the scorching air, 
Smote his firm breast, and breathe'd his ardent prayer ; 
High in the midst a massy altar stood, 
And slaughter^ offerings pressed the piles of wood; 
While Israel's chiefs the sacred hill surround, 
And famish'd armies crowd the dusty ground; 
While proud Idolatry was leagu'd with dearth, 
And withered Famine swept the desert earth, — 
" Oh mighty Lord : thy woe-worn servant hear, 
Who calls thy name in agony of prayer; 
Thy fanes dishonour'd and thy prophets slain, 
Lo! I alone survive of all thy train I — 
Oh send from heaven thy sacred fire, — and pour 
O'er the parch'd land the salutary shower, — 
So shall thy priest thy erring flock recall— 
And speak in thunder, thou art Lord of all." 
He cried, and kneeling on the mountain sands, 
Stretch'd high in air his supplicating hands. 

Descending flames the dusky shrine illume, 
Fire the wet wood, the sacred bull consume ! 
WingM from the sea the gathering mists arise, 
And floating waters darken all the skies; 
The king with shifted reins his chariot bends, 
And wide o'er earth the airy flood descends; 
With mingling cries dispersing hosts applaud, 
And shouting nations own the living God. 

Darwik. 



82. ELIJAH'S GBIEF AT HOREB. 
2 Kings xix. 

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had 
slain the prophets of Baal. Then Jezebel sent a messenger 
to Elijah to tell him that *she would put him to death. When 
Elijah heard that, he arose, and -went to Beersheba, in Jndah ; 
there he left his servant, but he went himself a day's journey 
into the wilderness, and sat down under a -juniper tree, and he 
•requested for himself that he might die. As he lay and slept 
under the juniper tree, -an angel touched him, and said to him, 
« Arise and eat." He looked and there was a cake baken on 
the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. He ate and 
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" WHAT OOEST THOU H2JLE, ELIJAH ?" [975-606 B.O. 

drank, and laid him down again. And the angel came again, 
and said, " Arise and eat ; because the journey is -too great 
for thee." And he arose and did eat, and went in the 
strength of that food forty days and forty nights, unto 
Horeb, the mount of God. 

Elijah came to a -cave in Horeb, and lodged there ; and the 
word of the Lord came to him and said, " -What doest thou 
here, Elijah ?" Elijah said, " I have been very jealous for the 
Lord God of Hosts ; for the children of Israel have -forsaken 
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword, and -I only am left, and *they seek my life, to 
take it away." And Elijah stood on the mount before the 
Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great strong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before 
the Lord ; but the Lord was not in the wind ; and after the 
wind an earthquake ; but the Lord was not in the earthquake ; 
and after the earthquake a fire ; but the Lord was not in the 
fire ; and after the fire a still small voice. And when Elijah 
heard it he wrapped his face in his -mantle. And there came 
a voice to him, and said, " What doest thou here, Elijah." 
Elijah answered as he had before. And the Lord said, " Go, 
return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus, and when 
thou comest, -anoint Hazael to be king over Syria ; -Jehu, the 
son of Nimshi, to be king over Israel ; and -Elisha, the son of 
Shaphat, to be prophet in thy room." God then assured 
Elijah that there were -left seven-thousand in Israel, which had 
not bowed the knee to Baal. 

Elijah departed thence, and found Elisha, the son of Sha- 
phat, who was ploughing at Abel-meholah with twelve yoke of 
•oxen before him. Elijah passed by him, and -cast his mantle 
upon him. He knew from this that Elijah had called him, and 
he left the oxen, & said, " Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father 
and my mother, and then I will follow thee." And Elijah 
said unto him, " Go back again, for what have I done to thee." 
And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and 
slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the 
oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he 
arose, and went after Elijah, and -ministered unto him. 
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she would — if any favourable impres- 
sion had been made on Ahnh's mind by 
the extraordinary circumstance* he had 
witnessed, the recital of them to his 
wife had excited within her stronger 
feelings of hostility to Elijah. 

he arose — he who had boldly faced an 
enraged and wicked monarch, four 
hundred and fifty false prophets, and a 
nation of idolaters, quails before the 
threat of this abandoned woman. With- 
out any divine intimation of danger the 
prophet fled for his life. 

went — the exact route is not specified, 
but he must have passed through Jeho- 
shaphat's dominions. 

juniper-tree — supposed to be a species 
of broom which grows thicklv in the 
valleys and water-courses of this desert. 
This tree is a shelter to the Arabs from 
wind and the scorching rays of the sun. 

requested— his fortitude having for- 
saken him, he felt life burdensome, and 
wished to be relieved of its cares and 
duties. 

an angel — a messenger of mercy 
comes to his relief in the very desert 
where Hagar, many years before, 
experienced the watchful care of her 
Almighty Father. Lesson 9. 

too great — the distance to Horeb was 
about five days' joarney. 

forty days — he wandered, as did the 
IuaeJites. in this dreary region, he had 
deserte-1 his post, where he might have 
been usefully occupied in bringing 
idolaters to honour God, and he is 
now left alone in the wilderness to be 
disciplined for further employment in 
God's service. 

mount of God — Lesson 17 and 21, 
< Horeb.' 

cave — Lesson 49, * cave.' 

9Phat, tyc. — the question conveyed a 
strong reproof, for it implied that 
Elijah was not in the path of duty. 

forsaken — Lesson 74, * two calves.' 

thrown down — altars in Israel that 
bad been built by the patriarchs and 
holy men before the temple was founded. 
We read of such altars at Ed, Ram ah, 
Mizpeh, Gilgal, Carmel, <fec. 
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/ only — so scattered and obscure were 
the worshippers of the Lord in Israel, 
that Elijah was ignorant of them. 

they seek — the apprehension of being 
put to a cruel death still harassed his 
mind. 

the Lord passed by— he " maketh the 
winds his messengers, and flaming fire 
his ministers ;" his awe and reverence 
were raised to the highest pitch whei 
he heard the voice which had previous^ 
spoken, and he went and stood at tfce 
entrance of the cave. 

mantle— an oblong piece of clotl, 
three yards long and two yards wide, a 
now worn by the Arabs ; they wrap t 
round them as a protection from ths 
weather. Such was probably Elijah's 
mantle. 

anoint— implying that he was to give 
special instructions to his successor to 
perform this duty, for it does not appear 
that Elijah did it himself. 

Hazael—' vision of God.' Less. 94. 
As king of Syria, he should afflict the 
people & punish them for their idolatry. 

Jehu — 'he that is.' Lesson 95. As 
king of Israel, he should destroy the 
house of Ahab. 

Elisha— 1 God's salvation ;' he was to 
strengthen Elijnh in his work, and to 
carry it on after his removal. 

left— this was most gratifying in- 
formation to the repining and down- 
cast prophet. The people of God are 
sometimes unknown to the world, for 
when persecution rages against the 
truth, the timid followers of the Lord 
endeavour to conceal their opinions 
from observation. Less. 77, ' many.' 

oxen — oxen are generally used in the 
East for ploughing, threshing, & other 
occupations of husbandry. It was 
customary among the Hebrews, and 
other nations of antiquity for persons 
of wealth and condition to employ 
themselves in agricultural concerns. 

cas t — an act significant -of his appoint- 
ment as successor of himself. Lesson 
72, ' declared,' 
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"THE STILL ,« 

kits — give them a parting embrace 
while he received their benediction. 

gave vnto — probably a parting fea*t 
with his workmen, relatives, and friends. 

ministered — as the chosen successor 
of the prophet, he would require to be 
constantly with him, as his personal 
assistant, confidant, and pupil. Joshua, 



MALL VOICE." [975-606 B.C. 

who succeeded Moses, was for several 
years his 'minister.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Horeb — Lesson 17. 

Abel-mehoi.ah — a town in western 
Manasseh, to which the army of the 
Midianites went when put to flight by 
Gideon. This town was the birth-place 
of the prophet Elisha. 



THE STILL SMALL VOICE. 

•'AND BEHOLD THERE CAME A VOICE UNTO HIM, AND SAID, WHAT DO EST 
THOU HERE, ELIJAH ?" 

He cometh, He cometh, the Lord passeth by; 
The mountains are rending, the tempest is nigh ; 
The wind is tumultuous, the rocks are o'ercast ; 
But the Lord of the Prophet is not in the blast. 

He cometh, He cometh, the Lord, He is near, 
The earth it is reeling, all nature's in fear ; 
The earthquake's approaching, with terrible form ; 
But the Lord of Sabaoth is not in the storm. 

He cometh, He cometh, the Lord is in ire; 
The smoke is ascending, the mount is on fire ; 
O say, is Jehovah revealing his name? 
He is near, but Jehovah is not in the flame. 

He cometh, He cometh, the tempest is o'er, 

He is come, neither tempest nor storm shall be more, 

All nature reposes, earth, ocean, and sky, 

Are still as the voice that descends from on high. 

O had I the wings of a dove, I would fly, 

And mount on the pinions of faith to the sky, 

Where the still and small breathing to earth that was given, 

Shall be changed to the anthem and chorus of heaven. 

M'Comb. 



83. BENHADAD BESIEGES SAMARIA. 
1 Kings xx. 1-25. 
And -Benhadad, the king of Syria, gathered all his host 
together : and there were thirty-and-two kings with him, and 
horses, and chariots : and he went up and besieged Samaria. 
And he sent messengers into the city, to king Ahab, saying, 
" Thus saith Benhadad, thy silver and thy gold is mine ; thy 
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PERIOD VI.] BENHADAD'S MESSAGES AND AHAB S ANSWERS. 

•wives also and thy -children, even the goodliest, are mine." 
And the king of Israel answered, " My lord, O king, according 
to thy saying, -I am thine, and all that I have.'' And the 
messengers came again, and said, " Thus speaketh Benhadad, 
saying, Although I have sent unto thee, saying, Thou shalt 
deliver me thy silver, and thy gold, and thy wives, and thy 
children ; yet I will send my servants unto thee to-morrow, 
and they shall -search thine house, and the houses of thy ser- 
vants : and it shall be, that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes, 
they shall take it, and carry it away." Then Ahab said to the 
elders of the land, " -Mark, I pray you, and see how this man 
seeketh mischief: for he sent unto me for my wives, and for 
my children, and for my silver, and for my gold ; and I denied 
him not." And all the elders and all the people said unto 
him, " Hearken not unto him, nor consent." Wherefore he 
said unto the messengers of Benhadad, " Tell my lord the 
king, All that thou didst send for thy servant at the first 
I will do ; but this thing -I may not do." And the messengers 
departed, and brought him word again. And Benhadad sent 
unto him, and said, " The gods do so unto me, and more also, 
•if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all the 
people that follow me." And Ahab answered, " Tell him, -Let 
not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he that 
putteth it off." And when Benhadad heard this message, as 
he was drinking, he and the kings in the -pavilions, that he 
said unto his army, " Set yourselves in array." And they set 
themselves in array against the city. 

Then there came a prophet to Ahab and said, " Thus 
saith the Lord, Hast thou seen all this great multitude ? be- 
hold, I will deliver it into thine hand this day ; and thou shalt 
know that I am the Lord." And Ahab said, " By whom ?" And 
he said, " By the -young men of the princes of the provinces." 
Then Ahab asked, " Who shall order the battle ?" And he 
answered, " Thou." So Ahab numbered the princes and the 
people ; and they went out at noon. Benhadad was then 
drinking himself drunk, he and the thirty-two kings that 
helped him. The young men of the princes went out of the cit^T 
first. The army followed them, and they slew every one his 
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BENHADAD IS CONQUERED. [975-606 B.C. 
man ; the Syrians fled, and the king escaped on a horse with 
the horsemen. A prophet then came to Ahab, and told him 
to strengthen himself, for Benhadad would return in a year. 
The servants of Benhadad said of the Israelites, " Their gods 
are -gods of the hills : therefore they are stronger than we, but 
let us fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be 
stronger than they. Number thee an army like the army that 
thou hast lost, and we will fight against them." And he 
hearkened unto their voice, and did so. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Benhadad— probably the son of that 
Hadad who became the adversary of 
Solomon. Lesson 71, 4 Hadad.' 

thirty and -two — petty princes, allies 
and tributaries to Benhadad ; they were 
bonnd to assist him with (heir armies 
whenever he was engaged in war. Less. 
31, ' many.' 

wives — it is a custom in eastern courts 
for a newly appointed king to assume 
the control of the harem of his prede- 
cessor, if he is not of the same family : 
and in times of war the most valued 
trophy of victory is the harem of the 
conquered monarch. Both ideas are 
included in Benhadad's message. 

children — it was a practice to select 
from captives taken in war, the sons of 
the princes and the nobles, to have 
fhem trained to wait upon the victors. 
In some cases these young captives 
grew into favour and rose to situations 
of high trust and honour in the countries 
to which they were taken as slaves. 
The history of Daniel and his friends 
illustrates this observation. 

/ am thine — Ahab consented to be- 
come his tributary, and to surrender his 
wires and children as hostages and 
servants. 

search — Benhadad sends a second and 
more insulting message, nothing less 
than that Ahab should give up his 
people to military plunder and abuse. 

Mark — Ahab still possessed some 
public virtue, for though he had con- 
sented to £ive up his own family and 
private goods, yet he paused on re- 
ceiving this aggravated insult. 



Hearken not — his people were as little 
disposed to submit as himself. 

I may not — he could not contemplate 
the subjection of the inhabitants of 
Samaria to the insults and barbarity of 
Benhadad's soldiery. 

if the dust, <5fc. — an expressive mode 
of declaring how vast an army he would 
bring against Samaria. 

Let not him % Sfc. — the meaning is — 
"Let not Benhadad boast of a victory 
before he had obtained it." 

pavilions — te nts. 

Set yourselves — make every prepara- 
tion. 

thou shall know — the predicted deli- 
verance would be another testimony of 
the watchfulness of God over apostate 
Israel. 

young men — either the young princes 
themselves, or their body guards, pro- 
bably both were included. 

gods of the hills — the heathen had gods 
many, and lords many; every country 
was, by their superstition, under the care 
of its peculiar deity; every city, town, 
and village had its god ; every class, 
family, and individual had a deity ; all 
nature, and every portion of nature was 
supposed to be under the protection and 
control of gods! Hence Canaan, being 
a hilly country, was consigned to the 
superintendence of gods of the hills ; 
the plural term being suggested pro- 
bably by the two calves. Thus Israel 
gave occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme. 
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PERIOD VI.] THE RETURN OF BENHADAD. 



FOR SUCCOUR AGAINST FOES. 

Great God of hosts, our ears have heard, 

Our fathers oft have told, 
What wonders thou hast done for them ; — 

Thy glorious deeds of old. 

Not hy their might was safety wrought, 

Nor vict'ry by their sword; 
But thou didst guard the chosen race, 

Who thy great name ador'd. 

Great God of hosts ! their God, and ours; 

Our only Lord and King ; 
Let that right arm which fought for them 

To us salvation bring. 

To thee the glory we'll ascribe, 
By whom the conquest came ; 

And in triumphant songs of praise 
Will celebrate thy name. 



84. BENHADAD RETURNS. 
1 Kings xx. 26-43. 

Benhadad returned as the prophet had predicted at the end 
of the year, and went up to Aphek to fight against Israel. And 
the army of the children of Israel were like two little flocks of 
kids ; but the Syrians tilled the country. A man of God came 
and said to Ahab, " Thus saith the Lord, -Because the 
Syrians have said the Lord is God of the hills, but he is not 
God of the valleys, therefore will I deliver this great multitude 
into thine hand, and ye shall know that I am the Lord." 
And they encamped over against each other for seven days ; 
and on the seventh day the two armies joined in battle ; the 
Israelites slew of the Syrians 100,000 footmen that day ; the 
rest fled into Aphek, and there a wall fell upon 27,000 of the 
men who were left. Benhadad fled, and hid himself in an 
•inner chamber in the city. 

The servants of Benhadad said unto him, " Behold now, we 
have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful 
kings : let us, I pray thee, put -sackcloth on our loins, and 
•ropes upon our heads, and go out to the king of Israel: 
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THE COVENANT WITH BENHADAD. [975-606 B.C. 

peradventure he will save thy life." So they girded sackcloth 
on their loins, and put ropes on their heads, and came to the 
king of Israel, and said, 4< Thy servant Benhadad saith, I pray 
thee, let me live/' And he said, " Is he yet alive ? he is my 
•brother." Now the men did diligently observe whether any 
thing would come from him, and did -hastily catch it : and 
they said, " Thy brother Benhadad." Then he said, " Go ye, 
bring him." Then Benhadad came forth to him ; and he 
caused him to come up into the chariot. And Benhadad said 
unto him, " The cities, which my father took from thy father, 
I will restore ; and thou shalt make -streets for thee in 
Damascus, as my father made in Samaria." Then said Ahab, 
" I will send thee away with, this covenant." So he made a 
covenant with him, and sent him away. One of the sons of 
the prophets met Ahab and by a -parable, shewed him his sin 
He then denounced Ahab, for letting Benhadad escape, saying, 
" Thus saith the Lord, Because thou hast let go out of thy 
hand a man whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore 
thy life -shall go for his life, and thy people for his people." 
And the king of Israel came to Samaria, and went to his house 
•heavy and displeased. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Because, Sfc. — though Ahab was an 
idolatrous and wicked king, God twice 
granted him victory over the Syrians, 
because they had unjustly attacked the 
Israelites, and blasphemed the God of 
Israel. 

inner chamber — a chamber within an- 
other chamber, a secret or private room. 

gackclolh — worn as a sign of repent- 
ance or as a token of mourning. In the 
East sacks are generally made of black 
goat's* hair, hence wh«n sackcloth is 
spoken of in scripture, cloth of hniris 
to be understood. Lesson 88, 4 the king 
knew.' 

r'pes — tied round their necks to 
express tbeir voluntary subjection to his 
will, whether for death or bondage. 
Among the sculptures of Eevpt anil 
Per* a captives are represented with 
ropes tied round their necks, and passing 
from one to another ; in this way they 



were led before the victorious chief to 
receive their sentence. 

brother — this term is used in various 
and extensive senses ; it is applied lo 
those of the same family, tribe, nation, 
religion, pursuit, and condition of life. 
As kings, Ahab aud Benhndad stood on 
a similar footing; besides this, as the 
son of Hadnd the Edomile, (Lesson 71, 
* Hadnd 83, 1 Benhadad'), lie and Ahab 
had Jacob for their common ancestor ; 
Lesson 12, 1 Esau 27, * I hen journeyed. ' 

hastily — the amb»ssadors of Benhadad 
quickly took advantage of this admission 
on the part, of Ahab, correcting, " thy 
servant,'* into " thy brother." 

restore — we thus learn that the father 
of Benhadad bad in former years taken 
some of the cities of Israel ; Benhndad 
proposes to return them to Israel, and 
withdraw his soldiers from them. 
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" TRIUMPH." 



street* — in eastern citiet people of 
different nations, trades, or religions 
occupy separate localities. At the pre- 
sent day, the Jews in Damascus, and 
indeed in every considerable city of 
Western Asia, have their own proper 
quarter; and in Constantinople, Alex- 
andria, Cairo, <fe<\ there is a Frank 

3uarter (for Europeans) as well as the 
ews* quarters. Ben had ad proposed to 
devote a certain district in Damascus 
for the Israelites, over which Ahab 
shonld have jurisdiction; this was a 
profession of utter subminsion, and an 
abandonment of all hostile intentions. 

as — this in the only intimation we 
have that Benhadad's father had exer- 
cised such a jurisdiction in Samaria. 

parable — an obscure prophet speaking 
to a powerful kine, impatient of reproof, 
has to clothe his rebukes in a parable, 
as Nathan reproved David, Lesson 58 ; 
he said that during the battle a man de- 



livered a captive into his care, on this 
condition, that if he were missing his 
life should be forfeited; the captive 
escaped. Ahab decided that the judg- 
ment should be according to the con- 
dition imposed ; whereupon the prophet 
removed the ashes from his face, with 
which he was disguised as a criminal 
and a suppliant, and plainly denounced 
Ahab, for letting Benhadad escape ; the 
king then saw that be was a prophet. 
shall go — Lesson 86, « smote.' 

heavy and displeased — not truly peni- 
tent, but enraged at the prophet, exas- 
perated against God, vexed at himself, 
and out of humour, notwithstanding his 
victory. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Aphek — there are several cities of 
this name mentioned in the bible; Aphek 
in Syria was one of the chief cities in 
the kingdom of Benhadad. 



TRIUMPH. 

Zion's King shall reign victorious, 

All the earth shall own his sway, 
He will make his kingdom glorious, 

He will reign through endless day : 
What though none on earth assist him, 

God requires not help from man ; 
What, though all the earth resist him, 

God will realize his plan. 

Nations now from God estranged, 

Then shall see a glorious light, 
Night to day shall then be changed, 

Heaven shall triumph in the sight; 
See the ancient idols falling — 

Worshipp'd once, but now abhorr'd; 
Men on Zion's King are calling, 

Zion's King by all ador*d. 

Mighty King, thine arm revealing, 

Now thy glorious cause maintain, 
Bring the nations help and healing, 

Make them subject to thy reign ; 
Angels in their lofty station 

Praise thy name, Thou only wise; 
Oh, let earth with emulation 

Join the triumph of the skies. Kkx.lt. 
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85. AHAB COVETS NABOTH'S VINEYARD. 
1 Kings xxi. 

Near Ahab's palace in Jezreel, a man named -Naboth had 
a -vineyard. Ahab wanted it for a garden of herbs, so he offered 
Naboth a better vineyard for it, or its worth in money. 
Naboth refused to sell it, "because it was the inheritance of his 
fathers ; so Ahab came to his house heavy and displeased ; 
and he laid him down upon his -bed, and would eat no bread. 
But Jezebel, when she knew the cause of Ahab's grief, pro- 
mised to procure him the vineyard. She wrote letters to the 
elders of the city, saying, " Proclaim *a fast, and set Naboth -on 
high among the people : and set two men sons of Belial to -bear 
witness against him, saying, Thou didst -blaspheme God and 
the king. And then carry him out, and stone him that he may 
die." And -the elders and the nobles did as Jezebel had sent 
unto them ; they proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high 
among the people. And there came in two men, children of 
Belial, and sat before him : and they witnessed against Naboth, 
in the presence of the people, saying, " Naboth did blaspheme 
God and the king." Then they carried him forth out of the 
city, and stoned him with stones, that he died. The eiders 
and nobles -then sent to Jezebel, saying, " Naboth is stoned, 
and is dead." When Jezebel heard this she said unto Ahab, 
" Arise, and -take possession of the vineyard." Elijah was 
then commanded tQ meet Ahab in the vineyard, and to make 
known to him that dogs should -lick his blood, as they had 
licked the blood of Naboth — that the dogs 'should eat Jezebel, 
by the wall of Jezreel — and that his -whole family should 
perish. When Ahab saw Elijah he said, " Hast thou -found 
me, O mine -enemy ?" And he answered, " I have found thee ; 
because thou hast -sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the 
Xiord." He then declared the sentence which the Lord had 
passed on him : " Him that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs 
shall eat ; and him that dieth in the fields shall the -fowls of 
th.e air eat." When Ahab heard this sentence he -rent his 
clothes, put on -sackcloth, 'fasted, and went -softly. When God 
saw that he humbled himself, he said unto Elijah, " Seest thou 
tiow Ahab humbleth himself before me ? Because he hum- 
l>leth himself before me, -I will not bring the evil in his days ; 
t>ut jn his son's days will I bring the evil upon his house." 
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Naboth—* fruit.' 

because — the Hebrews could not sell 
their lands; God bad expressly' com- 
manded that lhey should remain in the 
tribes and families to which they had 
been allotted; if their owners were in 
need they might alienate them for a 
time — till the year of jubilee, but not 
longer. As therefore the only perma- 
nent right to land was by heritage, 
Naboth had not the power to dispose of 
the * inheritance of his fathers. ' Lev. 
xxv. 25 28 ; Num. xxxvi. 7. 

bed — the poorer people spread skins 
upon the floor upon which they lay; 
others used coarse mattresses; and the 
more affluent had carpet*, richly orna- 
mented. Less. 52, 'sit upon;' carpets 
originated in the East. 

letters — she sealed these letters with 
the king's signet otherwise they would 
not have received attent.on. 

a fast — as if some grievous crime had 
been committed, or some great calamity 
fallen upon t he kingdom which required 
a show of repentance — here was hypo- 
crisy. 

on high — let there be the appearance 
at least of justice and impartiality by 
performing this wicked deed openly. 

bear witness— the witnesses must 
swear to the truth of the false accusa- 
tion to be made aga nst Naboth ; there- 
fore they must he *sons of Belial.' 
Less. 44, 'Belial.' Here was perjury. 

blaspheme — by the law of Moses it 
was death to blaspheme God, but if the 
man charged with this crinie was found 
guilty, his property went to his heirs ; 
while if a man was executed for treason 
against the king, his property went to 
the king — Jezebel therefore had Naboth 
accused of both these crimes. 

the tlderSySfc. — every principle of right 
and justice was set at'defiance by these 
willing slaves of Jezebel, and their 
sentence of death was immediately 
executed. Here was murder. 

stoned — Lesson 24, ' stoned ;' we learn 
also that the sons of Naboth were stoned 
with him, that there might be none left 
to avenge his death, nor to prevent the 

2jG 



forfeiture of the estate to the king 
2 Kings ix. 26. 

then sent — Micah vi. 16 ; vii. 2-4. 

take possession — how easy for a wicked 
king with such wicked instruments as 
Jezebel, false witnesses, and corrupt 
magistrates, thus to possess himself of 
the estates of his subjects. Practices of 
this kind prevail to the present day in 
many countries of the East. 

lick— Less. 76, 4 dogs;' 86, 'licked up-' 

should eat — Less. 95, 'had eaten/ 

whole family — Less. 95, 'slew all.' 

found me, Sfc. — as Ahab had neither 
seen Elijah nor heard of him, from the 
time when he fled from Samaria to the 
present moment, (Less. 82, 'he arose') 
his present appearance must have 
greatly suprised him. 

enemy — wicked men hate those that 
faithfully warn and reprove them, and 
consider them as enemies to their 
happiness. 

sold — he voluntarily surrendered himself 
as a slave to sin in its most abominable 
forms ; his life was a continuous course 
of wickedness. 

fowls— Less. 40, 'swarm ;' 63, 'birds.' 

rent — an eastern mode of testifying 
great sorrow or grief ; Lesson 49, 
' lamented.' 

sack-cloth — Less. 81, ' sackcloth.' 

fasted — Less. 53, ' lasted ;' Isa. lviti.6. 

softly — he went with a slow pace, 
humbled mien, and noiseless step. 

/ will nut — the temporary and exter- 
nal humiliation, and penitence of Ah*b, 
obtained lor him a temporary mercy- 
God promised to spare him the affliction 
of seeing his family cut off by the 
swoid. Lesson 95. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Jezrkf.Ii — a celebrated city in tie 
valley of Jezreel in their.be of issaih*r. 
Ahab had a residence there wl ich w*« 
near.Naboth's vineyard. Tiie v».ley if 
Jezreel was also called the pl*in of 
Esdraelon ; a portion of it was c*»hY*I 
the valley of Megiddo. 
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THE COVETOUS KING. [975-606 B.C. 

« Hast thou found me, o mine enemy ? and he answered, i have 
found thee.* 

The tears are in King Ahab's eyes, 

His brow is dark with care, 
Because the poor man's vineyard lies 

So near his garden fair; 
He flings his purple mantle by, 

Falls on his silken bed, 
The queen and all her dames draw nigh, — 

He turns away his head. 

Not pomp, nor wealth, nor high degree, 

True happiness impart; 
She dwells with peace and charity 

Within the holy heart. 
There's envy in King Ahab's breast; 

He's lord of hill and plain, 
He cannot sleep, he cannot rest, 

For Naboth's poor domain. 

And so, at that bad woman's word, 

The just man's blood is shed, 
"Arise; possess his land, my lord; 

The Jezreelite is dead." 
He rides with pompous equipage, 

The crown upon his brow, 
To seize the poor man's heritage; 

Is Ahab happy now? 

Oh ! no, that spot of envied ground 

God's prophet stands within ; 
Behold, his enemy hath found 

The slayer in his sin : 
He speaks the bitter doom of heaven ; 

Where now the monarch's pride? 
He turns away, his robe is riven, 

His gems are cast aside. 

Joy came not when the Jewish king 

His blood-won prize had bought ; 
It never comes from earthly thing 
Too hotly, wrongly, sought. 
. ' Then tread we our appointed path, 
Pleased with what God has sent ; 
Not envying what another hath, 
Still holy, still content. 

Verses for Holy Seasons 
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86. BATTLE AT RAMOTH-GILEAD. 
2 Chron xviii. 1 Kings xxii. 1-40. 
And the king of Israel said unto his servants, " Know ye that 
Ramoth in Qilead is ours, and we be still, and take it not out 
of the hand of the king of Syria ?" Now for three years 
there was no war between Syria and Israel. And in the third 
year, Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, came down to the king of 
Israel. Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, 
and joined -affinity with Ahab. And Ahab killed sheep and 
oxen for him in abundance, and for the people that he had with 
him. And Ahab said unto Jehoshaphat, " Wilt thou go with 
me to Ramoth-gilead ?" And he answered him, " I am as 
thou art, and my people as thy people : and -we will be with 
thee in the war." The -prophets were consulted, and they 
said, " -Go up, for the -Lord will deliver it into the hand of the 
king." Jehoshaphat then enquired for -a prophet of the Lord ; 
and Ahab answered that there was none but Micaiah, and he 
always prophesied -evil of him. When he came he 
answered in the -words of the prophets of Ahab. The king 
saw that Micaiah's answer was contrary to his knowledge, and 
adjured him to say nothing but what was true. Micaiah then 
•foretold Ahab's death, saying, " I saw all Israel scattered 
upon the hills as sheep that have not a shepherd... let them 
return every man to his house in peace." And Ahab said 
unto Jehoshaphat, " Did I not tell thee that he would prophesy 
no good concerning me, but evil ?" And he said, " Hear thou 
therefore the word of the Lord : -I saw the Lord sitting on hia 
throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right 
hand and on his left. And the Lord said, Who shall persuade 
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead ? And one 
said on this manner, and another said on that manner. And 
there came forth a spirit and stood before the Lord, and said, I 
will persuade him. And the Lord said unto him, Wherewith ? 
And he said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt persuade 
him, and prevail also : go forth, and do so. Now therefore 
behold, the Lord hath put -a lying spirit in the mouth of all 
these thy prophets, and the Lord hath -spoken evil concerning 
thee." But Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, went near 
and smote Micaiah on the cheek, and said, "Which way 
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THE DEATH OF AHAB. [975-606 B.C. 

went the Spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee ?" 
And Micaiah said, " Behold, thou shalt see -in that day, when 
thou shalt go into an -inner chamber to hide thyself." Ahab 
ordered Micaiah into prison, there to be fed with bread of 
affliction and water of affliction till his return in peace. 
Micaiah said, " -If thou return at all in peace, the Lord hath 
not spoken by me." 

The kings of Israel and Judah -went up against Ramoth- 
gilead. Ahab -disguised himself, but Jehoshaphat was -in his 
robes. During the battle a certain man drew a bow at a ven- 
ture, and -smote Ahab, who commanded the driver of his 
chariot to take him out from the battle. His blood flowed into 
his chariot, and he -died. His chariot was washed in the pool 
of Samaria. The dogs -licked up his blood and the prediction 
of Elijah was thus fulfilled. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



affinity— Less. T9, ' affinity ;' probably 
from a mistaken idea that by this 
connexion the allegiance of the ten tribes 
woo Id be restored to his posterity ; Les. 
8$, ' took their daughters ;* 87, ' wrath.' 

we will — his ready acquiescence with 
Ahab's desire arose, probably, as much 
from the expectation alluded to above, 
as from the friendship subsisting be- 
tween them. 

prophets— the number of them was 
four hundred; they were probably the 
prophets of tbe groves who escaped the 
destruction which overwhelmed the 
priests of Baal at Carmel. Lesson 81, 
' prophets.' 

Go up — the omission of the word 'it,' 
which is not in the original, together 
with the construction of the whole 
sentence, illustrate the ambiguous mode 
of speech adopted by the heathen ora- 
cles and prophets; they guardedly 
•voided saying trhat s lould be deli 
vered, and into which king's hand the 
victory would be given. Thus they 
would be right whether the Syrians or 
the Israelites conquered. 

Lord — * Jehovah;' the false prophets 
osed the word Lord, probably by Ahab's 
direction, in order to allure Jehoshaphat 



a prophet— Jehoshaphat suspected the 
prophets of Ahab, and without accusing 
them of hypocrisy, asked for a prophet 
of the Lord besides. 

Micaiah — 'who is Jehovah.' 

— Ahab accounted him his enemy 
as well as Elijah. 

words of— he said, as they had done, 
"Go up, and prosper;" meaning thy 
prophets have already assured thee this 
'go up,' as they have bidden thee ; but he' 
said it in ridicule of the false prophets. 

foretold— he spoke parabolically of 
Ahab's death, comparing his people to 
sheep and Ahab to a shepherd. 

shepherd — Lesson 57, ' ruler.' 

prophesy— evil— was it evil towards 
Ahab to forewarn him that his expedi- 
tion would prove fatal ? 

/ saw the Lord— Micaiah then de- 
clared that it was made known to him 
that God had doomed Ahab to fall at 
Ramoth-gilead. 

hath put—M must be borne in mind 
that it is common in the Scriptures to 
call that the Lord's doing which he only 
permits to be done, because he has the 
supreme direction of all things and 
controls events. 
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a lying spirit — he permitted Abab'g 
prophets to mislead him to his own 
destruction. 

spoken evil — decreed his destruction. 
Zedekiah — * Jehovah's Justice ap- 
parently one of the chief of Ahab's 
prophets. 
in that day — in answer to the false 
rophet's scornful question, Micaiah 
_eclares that wben the battle is over, 
be shall conceal himself, from fear of 
being put to death, as a false prophet 
and a oetrayer of his king and country. 

inner-chamber — Lesson 8t, 'inner 
chamber/ 

If thou return — on being ordered into 
prison Micaiah gave a final warning to 
Ahab, accompanied by an appeal to the 
people, " Hearken, O people, every one 
of you ;" hoping the confirmation of the 
event he haa predicted would lead them 
to reverence Jehovah. 

kings — Jehoshaphat connived at the 
rigorous treatment of Micaiah, and atill 
shewed a criminal willingness to go 
with Ahab. 

went up — either Jehoshaphat must 
have been deceived by the false pro- 
phets, or he had not the courage to re- 
fuse proceeding to the war. 
disguised — his heart misgave him, 



although the flattering predictions of 
At* prophets were sounding in his ears. 

in his robes — as a king ; he rejected 
the infidel notion of chance, and snowed 
that he believed his safety or danger 
depended on the will of the Supreme. 

venture — with no certain aim ; with a 
design to strike somebody no matter 
whom. 

smote — Ahab bad concealed himself 
from the knowledge of men, but not 
from the eye of God. 

died — he however lived long enough 
to see part of Micaiah's prophecy ful- 
filled, tie who had wickedly murdered 
Naboth, and not only spared Benhadad 
but sent him away in friendship, (Less. 
84), was slain by an unknown hand in 
Benhadad's army ; and the words of the 
disguised prophet were fulfilled. Less. 
84, 'parable.' 

licked up — Less. 85, * lick also Less. 
76, fcdogs.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Ramoth-gi lea d — a celebrated city in 
the mountains of Gilead, belonging to 
the tribe of Gad, built near Galeed, and 
sometimes called Ramoth-Mizpeh. 
During the reigns of the kings of Israel, 
it was the scene of several wars. It 
was one of the cities of refuge. 
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TIME MISEMPLOYED. 

As o'er the past my memory strays, 

Why heaves the sacred sigh? 
Tis that I mourn departed days, 

Still unprepared to die. 
The world and worldly things heloved, 

My anxious thoughts employed; 
When time unhallowed, unimproved, 

Presents a fearful void. 
Yet, holy Father, wild despair 

Chase from this lahouring hreast ; 
Thy grace it is which prompts the prayer, 

"that grace can do the rest. 
My life's hest remnant all he thine; 

And when thy sure decree 
Bids me this fleeting hreath resign — 

Oh speed my soul to thee. Bp. Middlbtoic. 
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87. JEHOSHAPHAT REPROVED. 
2 Chron. xix,xx ; 1 Kings xxii. 51-53. 

And Jehoshaphat returned to his house -in peace to Jeru- 
salem. Jehu the prophet went out to meet him, and said, 
" Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate 
the Lord ? therefore is -wrath upon thee from before the Lord. 
Nevertheless there are good things found in thee, in that thou 
hast taken away the groves out of the land, and hast prepared 
thine heart to seek God." Jehoshaphat again went through 
his kingdom from Beersheba to Mount Ephraim. And he 
set 'judges in the land throughout all the fenced cities of 
Judah, and said to them, " Take heed what ye do ; for ye 
judge not for man, but for the Lord, who is with you in the 
judgment. Wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be upon 
you ; for there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, -nor res- 
pect of persons, nor taking of -gifts." Moreover in Jerusalem 
did Jehoshaphat set of the Levites, and of the priests, and of 
the chief of the fathers of Israel ; and charged them, saying, 
" Thus shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with 
a perfect heart ; and what cause soever shall come to you of 
your brethren that dwell in their cities, ye shall even -warn 
them that they trespass not against the Lord, and so wrath 
come upon you, and upon your brethren. Deal courageously, 
and the Lord shall be with the good." 

* Ahaziah began to reign in -conjunction with his father Ahab, 
before his death. He served Baal, and provoked the Lord to 
anger, as his father had done. 

The Moabites and Ammonites invaded Judah ; and 
Jehoshaphat and his people set themselves to -seek the Lord. 
The king proclaimed -a fast throughout his kingdom. The 
congregation assembled, and the king offered up a -solemn 
prayer to God for help. Jajiaziel then said to all Judah, by 
the spirit of the Lord, " Be not afraid, nor dismayed by reason 
of this great multitude : for the battle is -not yours but God's. 
Ye shall -not need to fight in this battle ; stand ye still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem." 
And Jehoshaphat bowed his head to the ground : and all 
Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the 
Xord, worshipping the Lord. In the morning they went forth 
to the wilderness of Tekoah, and as they went Jehoshaphat 
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said to them, " Hear me, O Judah and ye inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem ; believe in the Lord, your God, so shall ye be established, 
believe his prophets so shall ye prosper." He also appointed 
singers who should praise the beauty of holiness, and say, 
" Praise the Lord ; for his mercy endureth for ever." When 
they began to "sing, the children of Moab and Ammon rose up 
•against those of Mount Seir ; and afterwards they helped to 
destroy one another. 

After this Jehoshaphat joined himself with Ahaziah to make 
ships to go to Tarshish : and they made the -ships in Ezion- 
gaber. Then Eliezer prophesied against. Jehoshaphat, saying, 
" Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the Lord hath 
broken thy works.' ' And the ships were broken that they were 
not able to go to Tarshish. Then said Ahaziah unto Jehosha- 
phat, " Let my servants go with thy servants in the ships but 
Jehoshaphat would not. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



in peace— or in safety; during the 
battle the captains of the Syrian army, 
attracted by Jehoshaphat's royal ap- 
parel, turned to assail him, thinking 
that he was Ahab ; but perceiving their 
mistake they turned from him. Ben- 
hadad had given them instructions to 
fight with no one, neither small nor 
great, but with the king of Israel. An 
estimate of the unfaithfulness and 
cruelty of this man's character can be 
formed from this circumstance. 

wrath— he had formed an unholy, a 
forbidden connexion, therefore his 
punishment is to he looked for in the 
destruction of the fruit of that alliance; 
Lesson 93, * slew 95, ' smite him also.' 
But the immediate effect of God's wrath 
is seen in the invasion of Judah by the 
Moabites and Ammonites. 

judgee-rthe judicial arrangements of 
David had, it is supposed, fallen into 
disuse. Jehoshaphat not only restored 
the original order for the administration 
of justice, but he modified it to suit the 
altered state of the kingdom. 

Take heed, ^c— -Lesson 65, « He that.' 

nor respect — neither the greatness, 
nor learning, nor affluence of a man is 

m 



regarded by the Lord ; he has respect 
only to those who love and serve him. 
Compare Lesson 2, * not respect 4 If 
thou doest well 45, « he had not.' 

gift* — the practice of making presents 
so common in the East, as tokens of 
affection, respect, or submission, could 
with great facility be made to subserve 
the corrupt designs of bribery, and 
pervert judgment. 

warn — it seems to have been the 
practice of the judges, before hearing a 
case of complaint, to warn the parties 
concerned tnat the one prefer not a 
false charge, nor the other make a dis- 
honest defence. 2 Samuel xv.3. 

courageously — not to yield to the 
intimidation of powerful and wicked 
men ; nor the temptations of those who 
might offer bribes ; nor to the feelings 
of partiality for a friend, whose case 
might nevertheless, be bad. 

Ahaziah — * Jehovah sustains/ 

conjunction — in partnership. 

seek the Lord — to solicit his forgive- 
ness for their national transgresskm, 
and to supplicate his favour, protection, 
and deliverance* 
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PSALM OF PRAISE. 



a fast — to humble themselves lest 
God should allow the enemy to rule 
over them as a punishment for their 
neglect of his precepts and ordinances. 

solemn prayer— % Chron. xz. 5-12. 
not yours — Les. 83, * gods of the hills. 
not need — Lesson 30, * shall fall.' 
sing — Lesson 30, * long blast/ 
against — it is supposed that the sol- 



[975-606 B.C. 

diers of both nations placed in ambush, 
attacked each other in ignorance, at 
first, which caused disorder, and was 
followed by a general buttle. The 
spoils left upon the seene of carnage 
were so immense that the people of 
Judah were three days in removing 
them. Lesson 37, " against his fellow.' 

ships — large barges, or coasting boats 
propelled by oars, and assisted by a 
sail. Lesson TO, * navy.' 



PRAISE TO THE LORD. 

"PRAISE THE LORD, FOR HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOREVER." 

O praise the Lord in that blest place, 
From whence his goodness largely flows ; 
Praise him in heaven, where he his face 
Unveil'd in perfect glory shows: 
Praise him for all the mighty acts 
Which he in our behalf hath done ; 
His kindness this return exacts, 
With which our praise should equal run. 

To praise awake each tuneful string; 
Harmonious let the concert rise; 
And to the solemn organ sing, 
That swells your rapture to the skies ; 
Let all that vital breath enjoy — 
The breath he does to them afford, — 
In just returns of praise employ; — 
Let ev'ry creature praise the Lord. 



88. AHAZIAH'S IMPIETY. ELIJAH'S TRANSLATION. 
2 Kings i,-ii. 12. 

After the death of Ahab, the people of Moab 'rebelled 
against Israel. At this time king Ahaziah fell through a 
-lattice in his -upper chamber, and received much injury. He 
sent messengers to *Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, to know if 
he should recover. Elijah was commanded to meet the mes- 
sengers, to reprove the king for his impiety, and to say, " Is 
it not because there is not a god in Israel, that ye go to in- 
quire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron ? Now therefore thus 
saith the Lord, Thou shalt not come down from that bed on 
which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die." The mes- 
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PERIOD VI.] ELIJAH IS TRANSLATED TO HEAVEN, 
sengers returned and told Ahaziah the message of Elijah. 
On enquiring what kind of man he was, -the king knew that 
he was Elijah. He sent a captain of fifty to -take Elijah. 
Elijah called for fire from heaven to consume him and his fifty 
men. The king -sent another captain of fifty to take him. 
Elijah -again called down fire from heaven to consume them. 
The king sent -a third captain of fifty, and -he prayed to 
Elijah that he might not he consumed. An angel of God told 
Elijah to go himself to the king, and declare his approaching 
end. And Elijah went, and said unto Ahaziah, " Thus saith 
the Lord, Forasmuch as thou has sent messengers to inquire 
of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron; therefore thou shalt not 
come -down off that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt 
surely die." So he died, and -Joram reigned in his stead. 
And Joram walked in the sins of Jeroboam. 

When Elijah was about to be taken to heaven Elisha went 
with him to Gilgal. Elijah told him to -tarry at Gilgal, for 
the Lord had sent him to Bethel. Elisha would not leave 
him. The sons of the prophets at Bethel said unto Elisha, 
" Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master to- 
day/' Elisha answered, " Yea, 'I know it." Elijah told 
Elisha to -tarry at Bethel, for the Lord had sent him to Jericho. 
Elisha said he would not leave him. So they went together 
to Jericho. At Jericho Elijah told Elisha to -tarry there for 
the Lord had sent him to Jordan. Elisha would not leave 
Elijah ; and they went on together and stood by the Jordan. 
And fifty men of the -sons of the prophets went and stood to 
view afar off ; and they two stood by Jordan. Elijah wrap- 
ped his mantle together, and smote the waters ; they -divided, 
and the two prophets went over on dry ground. When they 
were gone over, Elijah asked Elisha what he should do for 
him. Elisha said, " I pray thee let a -double portion of thy 
spirit rest upon me." Elijah said, " Thou hast asked a hard 
thing ; nevertheless, -if thou seest me when I am taken from 
thee, it shall be so unto thee ; but if not, it shall not be so." 
As they still went on, a chariot of -fire parted them, and 
Elijah went up by a -whirlwind to heaven. Elisha saw it and 
exclaimed, " My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and 
the horsemen thereof." And Elisha saw Elijah no more. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [975-606 B.C. 



rebelled— eince their subjugation by David 
(Less. 57) they had continued to be tribu- 
taries—first to Solomon, and subsequently 
to the kings of Israel. 

lattice — the roofs of eastern houses being 
flat are surrounded by a parapet ; Deut 
xxiL 8 ; it is probable that Ahaziah fell 
over this parapet. 

upper chamber— it was common to retire 
to the upper story, or sleeping room built 
on the flat terrace, at certain seasons, fre- 
quently for repose; it is supposed that 
Ahaziah fell from such a chamber. 

Baal-zcbub— * god of the flies;' it is not 
easy to determine the origin of this title, 
but it is generally supposed that Ekron and 
its vicinity had been infested with a species 
of mosquito, to remove which the inhabi- 
tants imagined the existence of a god who 
had power over them ; to this imaginary 
deity, they prayed to be delivered from 
their continual scourge. But as Ekron was 
a place of great power and wealth, the god 
of Ekron became famous in the estimation 
of his worshippers, over other afflictions, 
and over the destiny of other places. 

the king knew — sackcloth or haircloth was 
not only worn by those in affliction or grief, 
but it was the general clothing of the pro- 
phets—especially in seasons of national 
defection from God; hence when the 
appearance of Elijah was described by Aha- 
ziah 's messengers, he knew at once who 
he was. Lesson 84, < sackcloth ;' 92, ' sons 
of the prophets.' 

take — as prisoner, for the purpose of in- 
flicting some heavy punishment upon him. 
Elijah spoke not from feelings of personal 
resentment, but from direct revelation. 
The captain jeered Elijah, saying, " O thou 
man of God, come down." 

consume — to burn them up; probably 
the men approached the prophet with 
irreverent feelings. Less. 24, ' devoured.' 

sent — the hardened Ahaziah, nothing 
appalled by this manifestation of the divine 
displeasure, added to his former criminality 
by sending a second company of fifty men 
to take Elijah. 

again called — Elijah, who remained sitting 
in the same place, was accosted by the 



second captain, as by the former ; his auda- 
cious impiety was similarly punished. 

a third captain —he came reverently to 
Elijah. 

he prayed— the judgments on his prede- 
cessors alarmed him, which, however, his 
different course of conduct averted. 

down— some of the eastern beds were laid 
on platforms so elevated that steps were 
required for ascending and descending. 

Joram — « high.' 

tarry— the motive of Elijah in making 
these requests is not very evident ; it might 
be to ascertain the strength of Elisha's 
attachment to him. 

/ know it— not only had Elijah a pre- 
intimation of his translation, but Elisha 
and the company of prophets residing at 
Bethel were similarly favoured. 

sons— Less. 92, « sons of the prophets.' 

divided— about the same place where the 
Israelites crossed under the command of 
Joshua ; Less. 30, * divided ;' « Jordan,' die. 

double portion — the ardency of Elisha's 
character was thus evinced ; as it had been 
at his first call ; Les. 82. He now felt a 
becoming desire to be endowed with all the 
gifts and graces requisite to render his 
ministrations effective. 

if thou seest— the reward of his faithfulness 
in following his master to the end should be 
the granting of his hard, but pious request. 

fire— the prophet whose whole life glowed 
with zeal for the honour of God, and whose 
ministry was mainly directed against the 
idolatry of the source of fire, was himself 
conveyed to heaven in a fiery chariot. 

whirlwind — that which in tropical coun- 
tries spreads ruin, devastation, and death, is 
made the messenger of mercy and glorious 
deliverance from the cares of earth and the 
pains of death to the faithful Elijah. An 
eastern whirlwind roots up trees, and even 
houses, and with sand, and everything 
loose within its range, forms moving pillars 
between the earth and the sky, while it 
leaves fearful traces of destruction behind. 

no more — the translation of Elijah was a 
public attestation of the doctrine of a 
future state. 
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PERIOD VI.] THE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH. 

"MY FATHER, MY FATHER, THE CHARIOT OF ISRAEL AND THE HORSEMEN 
THEREOF. 

By Judah's vales and olive glades, 

Where Eastern fruits entwine; 
Her bowers of rose and palm-tree shades, 

Her fields of com and wine ; 
Elijah and Elisha pass'd 

And well they knew, it was the last, 

The last dear hour to friendship given, 
Before the "fire-car and the blast 

Should bear the prophet up to heaven. 

How fondly then Elisha hung 

On all his aged master spoke ; 
How dear each word, that from his tongue, 

Like dying farewell broke ! 

Thev went along, and o'er their head 

High in the fields of air; 
Appeared a beauteous cloud of red, 
And fast against the breeze it fled, 

It seemed a Seraph fair; 
One of those Spirits who assume, 

The lucid flame in all its forms, 
To gruard, to punish, to consume, 

To wield the lightning sword of storms. 

To earth it came 

That beauteous flame, 
The friends who dearly lov'd it parted, 

Its mantle round 

The prophet wound, 
Then back to its own heaven it darted ; 
And oh! Elisha's wilder'd eyes, 
Followed his master to the skies, 

As we to day 

Perceive the ray 
Of glory, when a christian dies! 
Sweet parting this — but not for us 
To pass to those bright regions thus ; 
^e must go through the cold dark stream, 
But— ah !— if Faith's celestial beam 
Shine over, all will then be bright, 
And we scarce need wish for the car of light, 
So lair will the waters seem ! 

Edmeston. 
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89. ELISHA SUCCEEDS ELIJAH. 
2 Kings ii. 13-25 ; iii. 4-27. 

As Elijah went up his -mantle fell from him ; and Elisha 
took it up, and with it he smote the waters saying, " Where is the 
Lord God of Elijah P" The waters parted, and he went over. 
When the -sons of the prophets at Jericho saw him they said, 
" The spirit of Elijah doth rest upon Elisha ;" and they bowed 
themselves before him. They sent fifty men to search for the 
body of Elijah : at first Elisha would no^ consent, but at length 
•he consenled, and i hey sought ihree days but found it not. The 
men of Jericho complained to Elisha of the badness of the 
water ; Elisha then went forth unto the spring of the waters, 
and cast in -salt, and said, " Thus saith the Lord, I have healed 
these waters ; there shall not be from thence any more -death 
or barren land." So the waters were healed, according to the 
saying of Elisha. As he went from thence to Bethel there 
came forth -children out of the -city and mocked him, saying, 
" -Go up thou -bald head and there came two -she-bears out of a 
wood, and -destroyed forty-two of them. From Bethel he 
went to Carmel, and thence he returned to Samaria. 

The king of Moab -rebelled against Israel, and Joram asked 
Jehoshaphat to go with him against Moab to battle. Jeho- 
shaphat -consented. The -king of Edom also joined them. 
They were in want of water for the army and for the 
cattle in the wilderness ; and Jehoshaphat asked for a prophet 
of the Lord, that he might enquire of the Lord by him. One 
told them that Elisha was present ; so the three kings 'went 
down to him. And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, 
" What have I do with thee ? get thee to the -prophets of 
thy father and to the prophets of thy mother. As the 
Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, surely, were it 
not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat, the king of 
Judah, *I would not see thee. But now bring me a minstrel." 
And when the minstrel played, the hand of the Lord 
came upon Elisha. And he said, " Thus saith the Lord, 
Make this valley -full of ditches. For ye shall **ot see wind, 
neither shall ye see rain ; yet that valley shall be filled 
with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, 
and your beasts, and the Lord will deliver the Moabites 
also into your hand." In the morning at the time of the meat- 
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THE MOABITES 8MITTEN. 



offering the country was filled with water. When the 
Moabites came, the sun shone on the water, so they thought 
it was blood, and they said, u The kings have smitten one 
another." But when they came to the camp of Israel, the 
Israelites rose up and smote them : they also beat down the 
cities, and •marred the good land with stones, and -stopped up 
the wells, and -felled every tree. The king of Moab then 
took his -eldest son and offered him for a burnt-offering, 
and the Israelites returned to their own land. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



mantle— Less. 82, 'cast;' the mantle 
of a deceased $aint is highly valued 
among the fanatical sect of Sooffees in 
Persia. The older and more patched the 
mantle is, the more valuable it is con- 
sidered, because denoting its longer 
use by the deceased. 

sons— Less. 92, ' sons of the prophets.' 

bowed — acknowledging him as their 
master. 

to search— they imagined that his soul 
had been taken to glory, and that his 
body bad fallen to earth when the 
whirlwind had spent itself. 

he consented — as the only way of 
convincing them of the folly of their 
proposal. 

spring— near Jericho, there is a spring 
called Elisha's fountain ; whether it is 
that which the prophet rendered sweet 
is uncertain ; its waters issue from a 
small pool in streams, fertilizing the 
neighbouring fields. 

salt — Jewish commentators say this 
was a miracle within a miracle, for salt 
makes water less potable, and ground 
more barren. 

death — unwholesome water is one of 
the causes of disease and death. The 
waters of Elisha's fountain are not only 
pure, but agreesjble, warm, wholesome, 
and medicinal. 

children— this word also signifies 
young persons; Isaac is called a lad 
when twenty-five years old. & Solomon 
was twenty when he considered himself 
Nit a little child. 
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city— a school of the prophets existed 
here, rendering the idolatry and wick- 
edness of the place less excusable ; at 
Bethel stood one of the golden calves. 
Lesson 74. 

Go up — a rumour had spread that 
Elijah had been snatched up by a 
whirlwind ; the inhabitants of Bethel 
rejoiced at being rid of the chief repro- 
ver of their idolatry. The young people 
ridiculed Elisha's belief in the trans- 
lation of Elijah to heaven, and called 
on him with mockery to follow his 
master. 

bald head — baldness on the back of 
the head was esteemed an infirmity, 
and a subject for mockery. Personal 
defects excite expressions of mirth and 
mockery among ignorant and unfeeling 
young persons among us, which ought 
to be reproved. 

she-bears — the ferocity of these ani- 
mals is proverbial. 

destroyed — this was a fearful judg- 
ment on them and their ungodly pa- 
rents, for the rejection of the prophet's 
instructions. 

rebelled— he refused to pay his accus- 
tomed tribute of 100,000 iambs, and 
100,000 rams with their wool. 

consented — the recent invasion of hh 
kingdom by the Moabites was fresh in 
Jehoshaphat's mind. Jo ram had previ- 
ously put away the public worship of 
Baal. 

king of Edom— probably the viceroy 
appointed by the king of Judah. 
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THE WATERS 

went down — (be three kings thus 
•bewed their respect to Elisha, not 
sending for him bat going down to him. 

prophets — mother — the prophets of 
wicked Ahab and Jezebel. Lesson 81, 
' Baal,' * groves/ 

I would not — the general feeling of 
respect for those who sustained the 
offices of prophets and priests se- 
cured for them many privileges, of 
which that of speaking freely to royal 
and noble personages was one. 

minstrel — probably a levite accustomed 
to play on the harp and psaltery — to 
soothe his mind, which had been dis- 
turbed by Joram's visit. Lesson 47, 
'soothe.' 

full of ditches — to receive the supply 
of water that would be sent, and also as 
an exercise of their faith in the promised 
relief. 

not see wind — it is common in eastern 
countries for a squall of wind to precede 



OF JERICHO. [975-606 B.C. 

rain. Less. 81, 'little cloud.' Such a 
wind in the desert on this occasion 
would have raised clouds of sand, and 
proved a severe infliction on the assem- 
bled armies. 

blood— the water was discoloured 
from the redness of the soil. 

marred the land — a common mode of 
annoying an enemy in the East ; it also 
is considered as interdicting the enemy 
from tilling the land. 

stopped — veils — this is also a 
customary annoyance to the enemy in 
times of war between nations, or vari- 
ance between tribes. 

felled every tree — the enemy in war 
destroys the corn, fells the olive-trees, 
carries off the sheep — " The land is as 
the garden of Eden before them, and 
behind them a desolate wilderness." 

eldest son— on extraordinary occasions 
the heathens wonld sacrifice to their 
gods whatever was most dear to them. 



THE WATERS HEALED. 

"THE SITUATION OF THIS CITY IS PLEASANT... BUT THE WATER IS NAUGHT, 
AND THE GROUND BARREN." 

Though Jericho pleasantly stood, 
And look'd like a promising soil, 
The harvest produc'd little food, 
To answer the husbandman's toil. 

The water some property had, 
Which poisonous prov'd to the ground; 
The springs were corrupted and bad, 
The streams spread a harrenness round. 

But soon by the cruse and the salt, 
Prepar'd by Elisha's command. 
The water was curM of its fault, 
And plenty enriched the land: 

An emblem is this of the grace 
On fruitless dead sinners bestow'd ; 
For Man is in Jericho's case, 
Till cur'd by the mercy of God. 

How noble a creature he seems! 
What knowledge, invention, and skill ! 
How large and extensive his schemes! 
How much can he do if he will ! 
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MIRACLES OF ELISHA. 



Yet still he Is barren of good; 
In vain are bis talents and art; 
For sin bas infected bis blood, 
And poison'd the streams of his heart. 

But grace, like the salt in the cruse, 
When cast in the spring of the soul, 
A wonderful change will produce, 
Diffusing new life through the whole: 

The wilderness blooms like a rose, 
The heart which was vile and abhorr'd, 
Now fruitful and beautiful grows, 
The garden and joy of the Lord. 

Newton. 



90. MIRACLES OF ELISHA. 
2 Kings iv. 

A poor -widow came to Elisha, and complained that her 
creditor was about to take her sons as -bondmen, because she 
could not pay her debt. She said, she had nothing in the 
house but a pot of oil. Elisha told her to borrow a large 
number of empty vessels of her friends, and to pour out the 
oil, and set the vessels aside as she filled them with the oil. So 
she borrowed the vessels, and did as she was told ; and when 
the vessels were full, she said unto her son, " Bring me yet a 
vessel." And he said unto her, " There is not a vessel more." 
And the oil stayed. Then she came and told the man of God, 
and he said, " Go, sell the oil, and pay the debt, and live thou 
and thy children of the rest." 

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where 
was a great woman : and she constrained him to eat bread. 
And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither 
to eat bread. And she said unto her husband," Behold now, 
I perceive that this is a holy man of God, which passeth by 
us -continually. Let us -make a -little chamber, I pray thee ; 
and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, 
and a candlestick : and it shall be, when he cometh to us, 
that he shall turn in thither." Soon after this, Elisha came 
to Shunem, and he turned into the chamber which had been 
^wided. And he called -Gehazi and directed him to say 
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THB SHUNAMITE'S SOX RESTORED, ETC. [975-606 B.C. 



unto the Shunamite, " Behold thou hast been careful for us 
with all this care ; what is to be done for thee ? wouldest thou 
be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host i 1 " 
When the woman declined, Gehazi said unto Elisha, " Verily 
she hath no child." Elisha then promised her a son, and his 
word was fulfilled at the proper season. One day when the 
child was grown, he went out to his father to the reapers, he was 
•taken ill, and died. His mother -fetched Elisha from Mount 
Carmel, and he restored the child to life. 

Elisha came to Gilgal when there was a dearth in the land, 
and the sons of the prophets were -sitting before him ; and he 
said unto his servant, set on the great pot and -seethe pottage 
for the sons of the prophets. And one went out into the field 
to gather -herbs?, and found a -wild vine, and gathered thereof 
wild gourds, his lap full, and came and -shred them into the 
pot of pottage : for they knew them not. So they poured out 
for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating 
of the pottage, that they cried out, and said, " O thou, man of 
God, there is -death in the pot." And they could not eat there- 
of. But he said, " Then bring -meal." And he cast it into the 
pot ; and he said, " Pour out for the people, that they may eat 
and there was no harm in the pot. He also fed a hundred 
persons with twenty loaves, which a man from Baal-shalisha 
brought to him as a present. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



widow — Josephns imagines that she 
had been Obaaiah's wife, and that the 
debts were incurred by her husband to 
support the hundred prophets whom he 
concealed in a cave during Ahab's per- 
secution. Less. 80. 

bondmen — imprisonment for debt was 
not recognized by the law of Moses ; 
bat it gave a creditor power over the 
inheritance of a deblor, and over his 
personal service to the year of Jubilee ; 
the creditor had also the power of tak- 
ing* the children of his debtor as bond- 
servants till the claim was cancelled, 
or tUl the year of Jubilee. 

continually — Shnnera lay in Elishn's 
route between Bethel, and Carmel, and 



other places, where were schools of the 
prophets which he visited. 

make — prepare, get ready. 

little chamber — it might have been 
placed against the wall, over the porch, 
or on the roof (Les. 88, ' upper chamber*) 
the access in any case oeiug by steps 
from the outside. 

Gehazi — he was Elisha'* hired ser- 
vant ; not his companion, pupil, friend, 
and chosen successor, 'as Elisha had 
been to Elijah. 

taken ill — exposure to the sun in hot 
climates is sometimes attended with 
sudden illness and death; in the East 
such complaints are said to be caused 
by a " sun-stroke." 
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PERIOD VI.] " IS IT WELL WITH THEE ?" 



fetehedr- according to the custom of 
the East, she rode on an ass to fetch 
the prophet, and her servant ran behind 
or beside her to urge the animal forward. 

titling before — these little communities 
lived together, apart from society ; they 
ate at the same table, having for their 
president the senior member, or the 
inspired teacher of the school. 

teethe pottage — prepare j boil ; their 
food was simple, consisting chiefly of 
pottage of herbs, with such presents of 
flour, <fcc. as the people who respected 
their office thought proper to send them. 

herbs — to give flavour to the pottage. 

tr itd vine — supposed to be a plant 
similar to tbe vine in its growth, which 
is at this day used medicinally. 



thred — cut into small pieces. 

death— poison ; that which would 
produce death. 

meal — there was no virtue in the meal 
to deprive the pottage of any unpleasant 
or poisonous qualities. God miracu- 
lously destroyed* the unwholesome pro- 
perties of the herbage. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Shdnem— a city in the border of 
Issachar, which Elisha frequently 
visited; it was about five miles from 
Mount Tabor. 

Baal-shalisha — a town in that part 
of Ephraim called the land of Shalisha. 
Saul passed through the land of Shalisha 
when he was seeking his father's asses. 



"4S IT WELL WITH THEE ?" 

"AND SHE ANSWERED, IT 18 WELL." 

All yet is well, the mother said, 
Who left her only offspring dead, 
While she the holy Prophet sought, 
And deeply felt the news she brought 

Faith in the Prophet's God most high, 
Upheld her hope, reliev'd her sigh; 
And while the tear maternal fell, 
She calmly answer'd, 'Yes, 'tis well.' 

Thus faith in God could soften grief, 
And bring the afflicted mind relief, 
Ere yet eternal life reveal'd 
Was by our rising Saviour seal'd. 

Then let his word support the soul, 
And every pain and grief control 
And faith each rising passion tell, 
That God, our God, doth all things well. 



91. NAAMAN'S LEPROSY CURED. 
2 Kings v. 

Naaman was captain of the host of the king of Syria, be 
was a mighty man in valour, and honourable, but he was a -leper. 
A little -captive Hebrew maid who waited on his wife, -said 
unto her mistress, " O that my lord were with the prophet 
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NAAMAN'S LEPROSY CURED. [975-606 B.C. 

that is in Samaria ! for lie would recover him of his leprosy." 
This was told to Naaman, whereupon the king of Syria wrote 
•a letter to the king of Israel requiring that he would cure 
Naaman of his leprosy. Naaman -took with him many changes 
of raiment, and much gold and silver. The king of Israel 
•rent his clothes when he read the letter, and said, " Am I God 
to kill and make alive ?" Elisha -heard of it, and sent to the 
king that Naaman should 'go to him, saying, " And he shall 
know there is a prophet in Israel." Naaman came with his 
horses and chariot and stood before the door of the house of 
Elisha ; and Elisha -sent a messenger to him, saying, " Go and 
wash in Jordan -seven times, and thou shalt be clean." 
Naaman was -wroth, and went away, saying, " - Are not A bana 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters 
of Israel ?" The servants of Naaman came to him, and said, 
" -My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing 
wouldest thou not have done it ? how much rather then when 
he saith to thee, Wash and be clean ?" Then Naaman went 
and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, and his flesh 
came again, like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was 
clean. He returned to Elisha, and said, " Behold -now I 
know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel : now 
therefore, I pray thee take a blessing of thy servant." Elisha 
•refused ; then said Naaman, " Thy servant will henceforth offer 
neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto 
the Lord. In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that 
when my master goeth into the house of -Rimmon to worship 
there, and he leaneth on my hand, and -I bow myself in the 
house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing." 
And Elisha said unto him, " -Go in peace." So he departed 
from him a little way. When Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, 
saw Naaman depart, he followed him and said, " My master 
hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me 
from Mount Ephraim, two young men of the sons of the 
prophets : give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two 
changes of garments." And Naaman said, " Be content, take 
two talents." And he bound two talents of silver in two bags, 
with two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his 
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PERIOD VI.] GEHAZl'S PUNISHMENT. 

servants ; and they bare them before him to his house. 
When Gehazi went in and stood before Elisha, he said unto 
him, " Whence comest thou ?" And he said, " Thy servant 
went no whither.'' And Elisha said, " -Went not mine heart 
with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet 
thee ? -Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, 
and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, oxen, and menser- 
vants, and maidservants ? -The leprosy therefore of Naaman 
shall cleave unto thee, and thy seed for ever." And he went 
out from his presence a leper as white as snow. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



leper— Less. 25, 1 leprosy in Syria, 
where the laws of Moses were not in 
force, leprosy did not exclude the 
afflicted party from society. 

captive — she had been captured in one 
of the expeditions made by the Syrians 
upon the border#of Israel. 

said — the importance of making child- 
ren acquainted with the religions ad- 
vantages of their times is here shown. 
Elisha mu«t have been the means of 
curing others of which she had heard. 

a letter — a note explaining to Joram 
the object of bis visit. 

took with him — the present was a 
princely one ; it was at the lowest esti- 
mation about £5000 of our money, be- 
sides the ten changes of raiment. 

ren t — Less. 85, * rent Joram thought 
this was a stratagem of the Syrian 
king to provoke a quarrel ; he forgot 
that there was a prophet in Israel whose 
power he had once witnessed. 

heard of it — i t was doubtless rumoured 
as likely to lead to war. 

go to him — the prophet had received 
a d vine intimation that he would be 
made the instrument of Naaman's cure, 
which w ould be a practical attestation 
of the power of Israel's God. 

sen t — to shew his contempt of the 
pageantry of his visitor; tenchina: him 
that the God of Israel and his faithful 
ministers regarded not the station of 
men if destitute of humility. 

seven — Less. 30, 'seven.' 
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uroth — Naaman thought that the 
prophet would have waited on him and 
effected the cure by the sanctified touch 
of his hand. Superstitious ideas of this 
kind still prevail in the East, and even 
in our own country the touch of the 
sovereign was for a long time consider- 
ed an infallible cure for sci.^fula. 

Are not, &c. — the mistake of Naaman 
lay in his supposition that the water 
was designed as a means of his cure. 

My father — the head of an eastern 
establishment is thus recognised by all 
the persons composing it. 

now I know — he was at once cured of 
his leprosy and of his want of faith in 
God ; he was now too wise to think the 
waler had effected his cure. 

a blessing — a present ; not as a remu- 
neration for the prophet's services, for 
he had already acknowledged his faith 
in Jehovah by whom he was healed, 
but as a token of his esteem ior and 
gratitude to the prophet. 

refused — Elisha sought not to enrich 
himself, but to ptomote the glory of 
God, whom he would not compromise 
in the eyes of the Syrians, among whom 
the miracle would become known. 

Rimmon — a house of idolatry con- 
nected with sun-worship. 

1 bow myself— he did not immediately 
see the inconsistency of continuing his 
attendance when his master went to the 
house of Rimmon. 

Go in peace — the prophet neither for- 
bade his attendance on his master nor 
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"GEHAZl REPROVED." 



gave permission, he dismissed him with 
a blessing, leaving the true faith to 
operate on his mind. 

there be come, Sfc. — a circumstantial 
story, having a semblance of truth, in 
which, however, covetousness, lying, 
and hypocrisy were manifested. 

Went not — couldst thou expect to 
deceive a prophet of the Most High? 

/* it a time — when I had refused his 
gifts, that the benevolence and power of 
Jehovah might be exalted — was that a 
time for you to seek to obtain them ? 
When war seems impending over our 
nation, is it a time to mar the glory of 
oar independence by receiving payment 
for what was beyond all price ? 



[975-606 B.C. 

The leprosy— in whatever form leprosy 
appeared it was regarded as a judgment 
from God ; even at this day, it is desig- 
nated throughout Syria, where it pre- 
vails, "the stroke" or wound of the 
Lord I The white leprosy was the most 
inveterate. Lesson 25, * leprosy;' 79, 
4 physicians/ 

white as xnow — he was punished with 
the worst kind of leprosy, which was, 
moreover, to be hereditary in his family. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Abana— one of the chief rivers of 
Damascus; it descended from Mount 
Hermon, flowed through the city, and 
divided it into two parts. 
Pharpar — another river of Damascus. 



GEHAZl REPROVED. 

«IS THIS A TIME TO RECEIVE MONEY, AND TO RECEIVE GARMENTS, &c" 

Is this a time to plant and build, 
Add bouse to bouse, and field to field, 
When round our walls the battle lowers, 
When mines are hid beneath our towers, 
And watchful foes are stealing round 
To search and spoil the holy ground? 

Is this a time for moonlight dreams 
Of love and home by mazy streams, 
For fancy with her shadowy toys, 
Aerial hopes and pensive joys, 
While souls are wandering far and wide, 
And curses swarm on every side? 

No rather steel thy melting heart 
To act the martyr's sternest part, 
To watch with firm unshrinking eye, 
Thy darling visions as they die, 
Till all bright hopes, and hues of day 
Have faded into twilight grey. 

Yes— let them pass without a sigh, 
And if the world seem dull and dry, 
If long and sad thy lonely hours, 
And winds have rent thy sheltering bowers, 
Bethink thee what thou art and where, 
A sinner in a life of care. Keble, 
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PERIOD VI.] MESSENGERS 8ENT TO TAKE ELISHA. 

92. THE MESSENGERS FROM SYRIA. 
2 Kings vi. 1-23. 
The sons of the prophets wished to -remove their dwelling 
to a larger place. Elisha went with them -to Jordan. As 
one was felling a tree the axe head fell into the water, and he 
was grieved because it was -borrowed. Elisha cast in a stick 
there ; the iron swam, and the man took it out. At this time 
the king of Syria -warred against Israel, and took counsel with 
his servants, saying, " In such and such a place shall be my 
camp." And -the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, 
saying, " Beware that thou pass not such a place ; for thither 
the Syrians are come down." And the king of Israel sent to 
the place which the man of God told him, and warned him of, 
and saved himself there, not once, nor twice. The king of 
Syria thought that one of his own people informed the king 
of Israel, and enquired who it was ; and one of his servants 
said, " None, my lord, O king : -but Elisha the prophet that 
is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou 
speakest in thy bedchamber." And he said, "Go and spy 
where he is, that I may send and fetch him." It was told 
him, saying, " Behold, he is in Dothan" The king of Syria 
then sent horses and chariots to Dothan to take Elisha ; and 
they came by night and compassed the city about. Elisha's 
servant was afraid when he saw them ; but Elisha said to him, 
" Fear not ; for *they that be with us are more than they that 
be with them." Elisha then prayed to the Lord, and they 
were smitten with •blindness. Elisha led them to Samaria, 
and prayed that their sight might be restored. And the Lord 
opened their eyes and they saw ; and behold they were in the 
midst of Samaria. And the king of Israel said unto Elisha 
when he saw them, " -My father, shall I smite them ? shall I 
smite them." And he answered, " -Thou shalt not smite 
them ; wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken 
•captive with thy sword and with thy bow ? -Set bread and 
water before them, that they may eat and drink, and go to 
their master." And when they had eaten and drunk he sent 
them away. So the -bands of Syria came no more unto the 
land of Israel. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [975-606 B.C. 



sons •/ the prophet* — pupils or stu- 
dents in the schools of the prophets ; 
these schools or colleges had their ori- 
gin, probably with Sam ■ el, who estab- 
lished one at Naioth, neai Ram ah, 
over which he presided ; Lesson 47, 
' Naioth.' Elijah presided over one or 
more of these establishments, as did 
also his successor Elisha, in whose day 
they appear to have been numerous, for 
we read of them ai Bethel, Jericho, 
Carmel, Gilral, and other places. In 
these schools the pupils studied the 
divine law, referring their difficulties 
or doubts to their president, whom they 
called ** father they also acquired 
and greatly practised the art of music, 
vocal and instrumental. When the 
messengers sent by Saul to take David 
had arrived at Ram ah they met a com- 
pany of Samuel's pupils engaged in 
singing or chanting sacred composi- 
tions, and so powerful was the effect 

Produced upon them, that they, too, 
egan to sing, and eventually returned 
borne without accomplishing the object 
for which they had been sent; Saul 
then went to Ramah to take David, 
but meeting with a company of the 
same sacred choristers he too was sub- 
dued, and in an ecstacy of poetic 
devotion he gave himself up to the 
sweet influence of music, and at length 
returned home without David. It 
appears that the prophets in their ordi- 
nary modes of prophesying had their 
minds calmed, sweetened, and elevated 
by music; Less. 89, 'minstrel.' The 
pupils in these schools executed im- 
portant missions for the prophets ; Les. 
95, 'sent;' they were employed in com- 
municating religious instruction to the 
people. These schools were of the utmost 
importance in Israel, for in Judah the 
people had the Levites, priests, and 
temple service, while in Israel idolatry 
prevailed. To these colleges the devout < 
of Israel repaired at the appointed 
feasts and other solemn seasons, to prav ! 
before the Lord and to hear his will 
expounded, for they were forbidden by 
the false policy of their kings to go up 
to Jerusalem to worship; 2 Kings rv. 23. 
The sons of the prophets being gene- 
rally poor had to resort at times to 
manual labour, and 



chiefly upon the bountv of those to 
whom they imparted instruction for 
their daily sustenance. 

remove — their residence was too small 
for their increasing numbers. 

to Jordan — it is hence inferred that 
the former college was at Gilgal, dis- 
tant from the Jordan about five^miles. 

borrowed — good men desire that noue 
should suffer oy their kindness to them ; 
this man was probably too poof to re- 

Elace the borrowed axe, which made 
ira the more anxious. 
warred — Less. 91, 'Is it a time.' 
Elisha must have had a pre-intimation 
of the danger impending over his 
country. 
the man of God — Elisha. 
but Elisha — the prophet's fame spread 
throughout Syria when Naaman re- 
turned home cleansed of his leprosy; 
knowing of this and his other mirac- 
ulous works, the counsellors of Ben- 
hadad might readify conclude that he 
was able to discover their king's plans 
and movemeuts to Joram, king of Israel. 

they thai be with me — Elisha having 
prayed that God would shew his ser- 
vant the mighty defence they had from 
him, his eyes were opened, and he saw 
horses ot fire and chariots of fire round 
about Elisha. 

blindness — not absolute blindness but 
an indistinctness of vision ; their facul- 
ties too were beclouded so that they 
could not act with their ordinary dis- 
cretion and judgment. 

My father — a reverential title given 
to men eminent for piety. 

Thou shall not — their blood could not 
have been shed without cruelty. 

captive — those taken as prisoners in 
war were reduced to the condition of 
bondmen, if not exchanged for captives 
taken by the opposing party. 

Set bread, $c. — the Syrians who came 
to destroy Elisha were thus treated 
hospitably, by his desire; he thus re- 
turned good for evil. 

6a/?rf*— marauding scouts; Less. 91, 
' captive.' B^nhadad abandoned this 
mode of harassing the frontiers of 
. Israel ; but he soon after assembled a 
they depended great army to invade the land. 
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PERIOD VI.] 



THE SYRIAN HOST. 



"FEAR NOT} FOB THET THAT BE WITH US ARE MORE THAN THEY THAT BE 
WITH THEM." 



When Syria's proud monarch in vain 

The armies of Israel oppos'd, 
He saw, with vexation and pain, 

His plots by Elisha disclos'd ; 
And threatening with insolent boast, 

The prophet in Dothan he found; 
And came in the night with a host, 

To compass the city around. 

£lisha's weak servant, afraid, 

When morning displayM them to view, 
Exclaim'd at their numbers dismay'd, 

u My master, ah, what shall we do?" 
u O be not thus vainly distrest !" 

The prophet of Israel replied ; 

44 For now, to await my behest, 

" Are myriads arranged on my side." 
• 

And he prayM that the Author of light, 

In mercy would open his eyes, 
And give him a ravishing sight 

Of all the celestial allies ; 
Then wrapt in the visions of God, 

His servants obtainM the desire ; 
And lo! on the mountain abroad, 

Were horses and chariots of fire. 

And now, as the Syrians came nigh, 

Their hated opposer to find, 
Commission'd with strength from on high, 

He struck the whole multitude blind ; 
Thus wand'ring in utter distress, 

Surrounded with darkness and woe, 
Their terrors what words can express, 

When found in the camp of a foe? 

E*en so will the Lord interfere 

For those who delight in his name: 
For God is continually near, — 

Omnipotence ever the same! 
And blest by his presence divine, 

Our foes we shall boldly withstand; 
Nor heed though the universe join, 

If righteousness dwells in the land. 




93. JEHORAM'S WICKED REIGN. 
2 Chron. xxi. 1-17. 
After Jehoshaphat's death, his son Jehoram reigned in 
Judah. Now Jehoshaphat had given all his sons great gifts of 
silver, and of gold, and of precious things, with 'fenced cities in 
Judah ; but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram, because he was 
the first-born. And when Jehoram was risen up to the •king- 
dom of his father, he strengthened himself, and -slew all his 
brethren with the sword, and divers also of the princes of 
Israel. And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, -like 
as did the house of Ahab ; for he had the daughter of Ahab 
to wife : and he wrought that which was evil in the eyes of 
the Lord. Howbeit the Lord would not destroy the house of 
David, because of the covenant that he had made with David, 
and as he promised to give -a light to him and to his sons for 
ever. Jehoram made high places in the mountains of Judah, 
and -compelled the inhabitants of Jerusalem and of Judah to 
commit idolatry. And there came -a writing to him from Elijah 
the prophet, saying, " Thus saith the Lord God of David thy 
father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehosha- 
phat thy father, nor in the ways of Asa, king of Judah, but hast 
walked in the ways of the king of Israel, and hast made Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to follow the idolatries of Ahab, 
and also hath slain thy brethren of thy father's house, which 
were -better than thyself; behold with a great plague will the 
Lord smite thy people and thy children, and thy wives, and 
all thy goods : and thou shalt have great sickness by disease 
of thy bowels ; until thy bowels fall out by reason of the 
sickness day by day." In his days Edom -revolted from Judah, 
and made themselves a king. Libnah -also revolted because 
Jehoram had forsaken the God of his fathers. The -Philis- 
tines, -Arabians, and -Ethiopians also came against Judah, and 
carried away the king's -treasures, his -wives, and his -sons, 
except -Jehoahaz the youngest. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



fenced cities — he made them govern- 
ors of provinces or viceroys ; that the 
government might vest as far as possible 
in the reigning family, and thus keep 
in control the influence of the many 
powerful families of Judah. A similar 



arrangement prevails at the present day 
in several eastern countries; a son or 
grandson of a mighty monarch being 
the nominal ruler of a province, who is 
generally assinted by an experienced 
minister of state. 
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PERIOD VI.] NOTES, EXPLi 

slew— he " strengthened himselP 
that he migfht act without danger : then 
he slew his brethren [lest they should 
context the throne with him. Jehosha- 
phat had before established Jehoram's 
claim to the throne by associating him 
with himself in the government. 

like — the house of Ahab — The conse- 
quence of Jehoshaphat's alliance with 
the impious Ahab and wicked Jezebel 
were just what might have been antici- 
pated ; their daughter, Athaliah. the 
wife of Jehoram became renowned like 
her mother for wickedness. 

covenant — Lesson 57, * for ever/ 

a light — an amount of dominion suffi- 
cient to keep up the royal line of David. 

compelled — he exceeded Jeroboam in 
his idolatrous practices; it does not 
appear that Jeroboam used compulsion 
to secure the general adoption of forms 
of worship which he established. 

a writing — Elijah's translation had 
occurred seven years before this ; it is 
therefore evident that this writing was 
the result of a divine communication 
made to him respecting Jehoram's 
future wickedness, and miserable death. 
It had been committed to the care of 
one of the sons of the prophets to be 
forwarded to the depraved prince when 
the more hideous traits of his character 
became developed. No one knew 
better than Elijah the tendency of the 
instruction and training which Jehoram 
had received under the care of his 
mother-in-law Jezebel, and the cor- 
rupting influence of Athaliah. 

better — the partiality of Jehoshaphat 



NATIONS, &C. 

to the son-in-law of Ahab, was highly 
culpable ; possessing, as he did, the 
privilege '.of appointing his successor 
(Less. 64, * anoint') he was bound to 
select the one whose moral character 
gave the best evidence of his fitness to 
govern the people with equity, and 
sustain the worship of God in integrity 
and purity. 

revolted — this was predicted by Isaac. 
Gen. xxvii. 40; Less. 12. Edom had 
been tributary to Judah since the time 
of David, a period of 150 years. Less. 
57, * conquered.' 

also — the inhabitants of Libnah being 
chiefly levites, refused to submit to the 
idolatrous dictation of Jehoram; they 
were instructed in the law of the Lord, 
they loved the ordinances of his house, 
and they felt that Jehoram's establish- 
ment of idolatry invalidated his claim 
upon their allegiance ; hence they 
spurned his authority aad refused to 
acknowledge his rule. 

Philistines— Less. 35, « Philistines.' 

Arabians — Lesson 5. 'Arabia;' 77, 
' Zerah.' 

Ethiopians — Less. £5, * Ethiopia.' 

treasures — Less. 75, * took away.' 

wives, sons — Less. 83, * wives,' ' child- 
ren.' 

Jehoahax — ' possession of Jehovah.' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Libnah — a Lev it teal city of Judah 
about twelve miles south-west of Jeru- 
salem; its inhabitants revolted from 
Jehoram, when he had forsaken the God 
of his fathers. 



THE LAND OF THE BIBLE. 

The winter is over and past, 

The singing of birds is at hand, 
The hedges are blossoming fast, 

And the cuckoo is heard in the land; 
The meadows are covered with flowers, 

Reviving and sweet is the air, 
And dear is this country of ours, 

O England, so green and so fair 1 
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SIEGE OF SAMARIA — FAMINE. [975-606 B.C. 



My bosom — with gladness is gay, 
How kind is my Maker to me ! 



My love and my life should I pay, 

Yet poor such a present would be ; 
I might, 0 I might have been born 

Where Him I should never have known, 
A heathen, untaught and forlorn, 
And worshipping idols of stone ! 

Though there in abundance were spread 

Flowers glorious as eyes could behold, 
The palm waving over my head, 

The river sands shining with gold; 
Yet what were its beauty to me, 

If left a poor heathen to pine ! 
O England ! my home is in thee ; 

The land of the Bible is mine! 



2 Kings vi. 24, vii ; viii. 7-15 & 2 Chron xxi. 18-xxii. 6. 

•Benhadad and all his host went up and 'besieged Samaria, 
and there was a great -famine. The most -loathsome food was 
eaten, and -women killed and ate their children. The king 
wore sackcloth next his skin for grief. He wickedly -resolved 
to kill Elisha, and immediately sent an executioner, while he 
•followed after. Before the messenger of death arrived at 
Elisha's residence, Elisha said to the elders, " See ye how 
this -son of a murderer hath sent to take away mine head P 
Look, when the messenger cometh, -shut the door, and hold 
him fast at the door : is not the -sound of his master's feet 
behind him P" When the king came up Elisha announced 
that the next day provisions should be abundant and -cheap in 
Samaria. A lord on whom the king leaned expressed his 
disbelief of it. Elisha said to him, " Behold thou shalt see 
it... but -shalt not eat thereof." -Four lepers who sat -at the gate 
of the city, pressed with hunger, -went to the Syrian camp ; 
but when they came they found no man there. The Lord 
haid made the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and horses, 
and they fled in the twilight, leaving their tents, horses, and 
asses. The lepers first hid some of the spoil for themselves, 



94. SIEGE OF SAMARIA. 
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PBBIOD VI.J HAZAEL MURDERS BENHADAD. 

and then went, and -told in the city that the Syrians had fled. 
The people went to the camp and carried away the spoil of the 
Syrians to Samaria ; and the prophecy of Elisha was fulfilled, 
for there was abundance of food. The lord who had dis- 
believed the prophecy, was appointed to have 'charge of the 
gate of the city, where he was -trodden to death by the people. 
Thus he saw the abundance but did not eat thereof, as Elisha 
had foretold. 

According to the. prediction of Elijah, Jehoram was smitten 
with an -incurable disease in his bowels. He died of this 
disease after having reigned eight years. His son -Ahaziah 
succeeded him. Elisha visited Damascus when Benhadad, 
the king of Syria was sick. Benhadad sent -Hazael with -forty 
camels' burden, of every good thing in Damascus, as a present 
to Elisha ; and he was to inquire of him, if he should recover of 
his disease. Elisha told Hazael to say, " Thou -mayest certainly 
recover, howbeit the Lord hath shewed me that he shall 
surely die." Then the man of God wept. And Hazael said, 
" Why weepest my lord." And he answered, " Because I know 
the evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Israel : their 
strongholds wilt thou set on fire, and their young men wilt 
thou slay with the sword." And Hazael said, " But what ! is 
thy servant a dog, that he shall do this great thing ?" And 
Elisha answered, " The Lord hath shewed me that -thou shalt 
be king over Syria." When Hazael came to his master he 
said that Elisha had told him that he should surely recover. 
On the morrow, Hazael took a thick cloth, and dipped it in 
water, and -spread it on Benhadad's face, so that he died : and 
Hazael reigned in his stead. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Benhadad — thi§ name became common 
to the kings of Syria, as Pharaoh was 
to the Egyptian kings. 

besieged — an ungrateful return for the 
forbearance and kindness so recently 
shown to some of that nation. From the 
observation made by Elisha to Gehazi 
(Less. 91, * Is rt a time') it would seem 
that he had received a divine intimation 
of this approaching calamity. 

famine — it appears that their stores 
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were exhausted, which might have been 
from the recent dearth ; this attack of 
the Syrians was evidently unexpected 
by Israel. 

loathsome — the flesh of asses was 
eagerly purchased at a high price ; meat 
which was unclean according to the 
law, was allowed to be eaten in times of 
famine. Other kinds of refuse were 
also purchased for food. 

women killed— in what a horrible 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS 

extremity were they reduced by war; 
the dearest feelings of affection were 
sacrificed to sustain life. This shocking 
deed was perpetrated in Jerusalem 
when that city was besieged by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and again during its siege 
by the Romans under Titus. Moses fore- 
told its occurrence. Deut. xxviii. 53-57. 

resolved to kill— from feelings similar 
to those which led Ahab to seek Elijah's 
death; Lesson 80, 'slay him;' 81, 
'troubleth/ 

followed — it is generally supposed 
that Joram having sent off his execu- 
tioner in a moment of anger, immedi- 
ately followed to prevent him fulfilling 
the command he had given him. 

elders — the senior members of the 
school of the prophets by whom he was 
surrounded. 

m of 



ton of a murderer — he was a 
Ahab. 

shut the door — the time occupied by 
the executioner in trying to open the 
door would be sufficient for the arrival of 
Joram who would then revoke his 
order. 

sound of— the prophetical foresight 
of Elisha not only saw the executioner 
coming, but the king following to stay 
the blow. 

cheap — a peck of fine flour for a 
shekel — about two shillings and four 
pence — and two pecks of barley for a 
similar sum. 

disbelief— he said, " Behold if the 
Lord would make windows in heaven 
might this thing be." 

ehalt not eat — the unbelieving, and 
probably idolatrous lord, scoffed at the 
promise given by Elisha, who was 
known to he a prophet of Jehovah, and 
who now spake in the name of the 
Lord ; the necessity of making of him a 
public example of the wickedness of 
rejecting the Lord's message is evident. 

four lepers — Jewish commentators 
say they were Gehazi <fe his three sons. 

at the gate — leprous persons being 
excluded from the city. Less. 25, and 
91, 'leprosy/ 

went — the Syrians did not exclude 
from their camp persons afflicted with 
leprosy. Less. 91, * leper.' 
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leaving — so sudden and terrible was 
the panic which fell upon them that 
they would not stay to unloose the 
halters of their horses and asses which 
formed the outer circle of their camp. 
Lesson 51, 'camp/ 

told in the city — they made known 
their discovery to the porter of the city 
gate ; the king at first believed it was a 
stratagem to withdraw the hungry 
inhabitants from the protection of the 
city ; but the news was soon confirmed 
by parties sent to the Syrian camp. 

charge — to regulate the access of the 
people, lest the (gateway should be 
ike* " " " * w * 



choked <fe personal injury result to many. 

trodden— the stream of human beings 
rushed through with such ravenous haste 
that the unfortunate lord vielded to the 
pressure and was trampled to death. 
incurable disease— Les. 93, * a writing.' 
Ahaziah — 'the Lord* sustains/ called 
also Azariah ; he began to reign in 
Jerusalem in the twenty-second year of 
his age. 

Hazael— 1 vision of God ;* he was 

Erobably the highest officer in Ben- 
adad's court. 

forty camels* burden — an immense 
present, showing the anxiety of the king 
to know his destiny. 

mayest certainly — the disease is not 
mortal, nevertheless he shall die. 

wept — in the presence of Hazael he 
prophetically contemplated the extrem - 
ities to which Hazael would reduce 
them ; Lesson 97, ' afflict.* 

is thy servant, ifc. — a figurative 
expression, meaning "Am I really so 
deserving of contempt?'* Lesson 76, 
* dogs/ 

thou shalt be, Sfc. — thus was he 
appointed king of Syria, in fulfilment of 
the instructions given to Elijah ; Less. 
82, ' anoint to be a scourge to the 
Israelites for their idolatries. 

spread — he suffocated his sick and 
helpless master. What may be expected 
from the reign of Hazael thus com- 
menced ? One day he shudders at the 
idea of committing abominable cruel- 
ties ; the next he begins his execrable 
career by murdering his king <fe master. 
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PERIOD VI.] JEHU IS ANOINTED AT RAMOTH-GILEAD. 



THANKSGIVING FOR PLENTY AFTER FAMINE. 

"AND THERE WAS A GREAT FAMINE IN SAMARIA." 

Great God ! when famine threaten'd late 

To scourge our guilty land, 
0 did we learn from that dark fate 

To dread thy mighty hand? 

Did then our sins to memory rise? 

Or own'd we God was just ? 
Or rais'd we penitential cries? 

Or bow'd we in the dust? 

Did we forsake our evil path? 

Was any sin abhorr'd r 
Or did we deprecate thy wrath, 

And turn us to the Lord ? 

'Tis true, we fail'd not to repine, 

But did we too repent! 
Or own the chastisement divine, 

In awful judgment sent? 

But God who in his strict decrees, 

Remembers mercy still, 
Can, in a moment if he please, 

Our hearts with comfort fill. 

He when he brings his children low, 

Has blessings still in store; 
And when he strikes the heaviest blow, 

He loves us but the more. 

And while his gracious name we praise 

For bread so kindlv given; 
Let us beseech him all our days, 

To give the bread of heaven. 

H. Mo*e. 



95. JEHU ANOINTED KING. 
2 Kings ix. x. 
Elisha sent -one of the sons of the prophets to Bamoth-gilead 
to anoint Jehu, the son of Nimshi, to be king. When he came 
all the captains of the host were sitting together, and he said to 
Jehu, " I have an errand to thee, O captain." And Jehu arose, 
and went into the -house ; and he 'poured the oil on his head, 
284 

Digitized by Google 



JORAM SLAIN. AHAZIAH SMITTEN. [975-606 B.C. 



and said unto him, " Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I 
have anointed thee king over the people of the Lord, even 
over Israel. And -thou shalt smite the house of Ahab, thy 
master, that I may 'avenge the -blood of my servants, the 
prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, at the 
hand of Jezebel. For the whole house of Ahab shall perish ; 
and I will make the house of Ahab -like the house of Jero- 
boam, the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha, the 
son of Ahijah. And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion 
of Jezreel, and there shall be none to -bury her." Then the 
young man opened the door^ and fled. When Jehu returned 
to the captains he 'told them what the young man had said ; 
then they took every man his garment, and -put it under him 
on the -top of the stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, 
" Jehu is king." Jehu immediately drove to Jezreel ; and 
Joram sent -messengers to meet Jehu, but Jehu did not allow 
them to return. -Joram and Ahaziah went forth, each in his 
chariot, to meet Jehu, and they met him in the -portion of 
Naboth, the Jezreelite. Then Joram said, " Is it peace, 
Jehu ?" Jehu answered by reminding him of the wickedness 
of his mother Jezebel ; whereupon Joram turned to flee, say- 
ing, " There is treachery, O Ahaziah." Then Jehu drew a 
bow, and smote Joram between his arms ; the arrow went out 
at his heart, and Joram sunk down in his chariot. Then said 
Jehu to Bidkar his captain, " Take and cast him in the portion 
of the field of Naboth, the Jezreelite ; for remember how the 
Lord said, " Surely I have seen the blood of Naboth, and the 
blood of his sons, and I will requite thee in this -plat, saith the 
Lord." As Ahaziah fled, Jehu followed, saying, " 'Smite him 
also in the chariot." And they did so: and he fled to 
Megiddo and died there. When Jehu came to Jezreel, 
Jezebel heard of it ; and she -painted her face and -tired her 
head, and looked out at a window, and said to Jehu, " -Had 
Zimri peace who slew his master ?" Jehu looked up to her, 
and told her servants to throw her down. She was thrown 
down and trodden under foot. After Jehu had eaten and drank, 
he sent people to bury her ; but they found only her skull, and 
feet and the palms of her hands, for the -dogs had eaten her 
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PERIOD VI.] JEHU MEETS JEHONADAB. 



flesh. Wherefore they came and told him; and he said, 
" This is the word of the Lord, which he spake by his servant 
Elijah, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh 
of Jezebel. Soon after, Jehu caused the rulers of the city to 
slay Ahab*s -seventy sons. On his way to Samaria he met the 
•brethren of Ahaziah, and ordered them to be slain. 

Jehu afterwards met Jehonadab, the son of Rechab, 
and he -took him up into his chariot, saying, " Come with 
me, and see my zeal for the Lord. 5 ' When he came to Samaria 
he -slew all that remained of the house of Ahab. He then 
proclaimed a solemn assembly to Baal, and he put vestments 
on the worshippers of Baal ; arid when he offered the burnt- 
offering, he sent in the guard and captains to slay them all. 
They brought forth the images and brake down the house of 
Baal. Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



one — those of the sons of the prophets 
who gave promise of future distinction 
in the Lord's service were employed hy 
the presiding prophets in executing 
i m port an t com m issions. Less. 92, * sons 
of the prophets.' 

anoint— Elijah received instructions 
at Horeb to perform this act ; Less 82, 
'Jehu;' perhaps the reprieve granted 
to Ahab caused its postponement; 
Less. 85, 'I will not; the obligation 
was transferred to Elisha; Less. 82, 
' anoint,* ' Elisha.' 

house — it would appear that Joram's 
army had taken Ramoth-gilead, and 
were in possession of it, for the captains 
were not encamped, but lodging in a 
house. 

poured — Less. 44, 'poured.' 
thou shall smite — Less. 97, ' Because/ 
avenge — the shedding of the blood of 
the Lord's saints and prophets is a 
crime of such magnitude that a certain 
retribution quickly succeeds. Ps. xciv. 
1-7, 23. 

blood of— Less. 80, 'seek him;' 82, 
4 she would ;' 85, ' Naboth,' <fec. 

like the house— Less. 76, 'smote all;' 
78, < like the house.' 

bury — Less. 54, ' buried.' 
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told them — the ceremony was per- 
formed in private, as was Saul's and 
David's anointing by Samuel. Less. 
44, & 45, 4 anointed.' Jehu's statement 
to the captains was readily believed, 
for they knew the messenger. 

put under him — an ancient practice of 
testifying allegiance ; it was not con- 
fined to eastern countries; rich cloths 
and carpeting* are com monly laid down 
for the feet o f royalty ; but on occasions 
like the present, the outer garment* 
of those in attendance were made to 
answer the purpose. 

top of the stairs — they were assembled 
on the roof of the house, probably the 
state room over the city gate ; Lesson 
61, ' chamber.' Jehu would here stand 
in view of the townspeople and the 
military garrison. 

messengers — Joram saw at a distance 
a large body of soldiers, and feeling 
apprehensive that the Syrians had again 
obtained possession of Ramoth-gilead, 
he sent forward some attendants to 
inquire and return with an answer. 

Joram and Ahaziah — the latter engag- 
ed in the war against Hazael as Jonuni 
ally, as Jehoshaphat bad done when 
Ahab sought to recover the same city 
from Benhadad. Lesson 86. 
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"INCONSTANCY LAMENTED." 
Kaboth and his sons — Les. 85, 'stoned.' 
plat — plantation. 

Smite him also — Ahnziah was nephew 
to Joram and grandson of Ahab. Les. 
79, 'affinity;' *Atbaliab;' 8?, 'wrath;' 
93, < slew.' 

painted — tinted her eyebrows ; the 
practice of darkening the eyebrows is 
univerxal among eastern women. 

tired — put on her head-dress, &c. 
Had Zimri — an intimation that Zimri 's 
punishment shonld befal him also. Les. 
70, -Zimri.' 

dogs had eaten — the fearful prediction 
of Elijah was thus fulfilled ; Lesson 85, 
* should eat ;' compare Les. 76, ' dogs.' 

seventy sons — they were b**ing brought 
up in the families of the great men of 
the city ; this was, and is, customary 
in the Eust. The polygamy of the 
times accounts for ti.e large number of 
A bab's sons or rather grandsons. 

brethren — see ' smite him also,' above. 
Being related to Ahab's house through 
Athalinh, Jehu considered his commis- 
sion extended also to them. 
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Jehomadab — a descendant of Rechab, 
a Kenite ; he was a man of exemplary 
piety, abstemiousness, and .self-denial. 
In order to preserve his race distinct 
and independent, he established a rule 
that his descendants shou'd not possess 
lands or houses, nor drink wine nor 
strong drink. 

took him up — probably to allay any 
fears That the quiet and devout portion 
of the inhabitants might feel as to the 
ulterior designs of Jehu. 

zeal for the Lord — in opposition to 
Baal and Ashtaroth ; the worship of 
the golden calves was not considered 
idolatrous by the mistaken Israelites ; 
hence we find that though Jehu destroy- 
ed the worship of Baal out of Israel, 
he maintained ihe worship ol the calves. 

slew all — Less. 85, ' whole family.' 

solemn assembly — he practised dis- 
simulation to accomplish the overthrow 
of Baal's worship. 

vestments— to distinguish them from 
the worshippers of the Lord— or of the 
calves. 



INCONSTANCY LAMENTED. 

The wandering star, and fleeting wind, 

Are emblems of the fickle mind ; 

The morning cloud and early dew 

Bring our inconstancy to view. 

But cloud and wind, and dew and star, 

Only a faint resemblance bear ; 

Nor can there aught in nature be 

So changeable and trail as we. 

Our outward walk and inward frame, 

Are scarcely through an hour the same j 

We vow, and straight our vows forget, 

And then tho^e very vows repeat. 

We sin forsake, to sin return ; 

Are hot, then cold, now freeze, now burn; 

Now sink to hell, in dark despair. 

Then soar to heaven, and triumph there. 

With flowing tears, Lord, we confess 

Our folly and unsteadfastness ; 

When shall these hearts more stable be, 

Fix'd by thy grace alone on Thee ! 
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PERIOD VI.] IDOLATRY PUT DOWN IN JUDA.H. 



96. ATHALIAH'S REIGN. JOASH PROCLAIMED. 
2 Chron. xxii. 10, xxiii. 2 Kings xi. xii. 4-16. 
When Ahaziah, king of Judah, was dead, his mother, 
Athaliah, -destroyed all the -seed-royal of Judah, except -Joash, 
the infant-son of Ahaziah, who was saved by his aunt, 
Jehoshabeath, the wife of -Jehoiada, the priest. She stole him 
from among the king's sons that were slain, and put him and 
his nurse in a bed chamber, and she hid him in the 'house of 
God six years, while Athaliah reigned over the land. In the 
seventh year of Athaliah's reign Jehoiada resolved to proclaim 
Joash king. He strengthened himself, and appointed captains 
who went about in Judah, and gathered the Levites out of all 
the cities of Judah, and the chief of the fathers of Israel, and 
they came to Jerusalem. And all the congregation made a 
•covenant with the king in the house of God. And Jehoiada 
said unto them, " Behold the king's son shall reign as the Lord 
hath said of the sons of David." He told the captains and 
the Levites how to guard the king : and then he and his sons 
•brought out the king's son, and put upon him the -crown, and 
gave him the -testimony, and made him king. And Jehoiada 
and his sons -anointed him, and said, " -God save the king." 
Athaliah hearing the noise, came into the house of the Lord, 
and when she saw that all the people of the land rejoiced, she 
rent her clothes, and said, " Treason." Jehoiada would not 
have her -slain in the house of the Lord, but she was slain at 
the entering of the horse-gate, by the king's house. Jehoiada 
governed the kingdom for Joash while the king was young, , 
during which time the kingdom prospered. The people cove- 
nanted to serve God. They brake down the house of Baal, 
and -slew Mattan, the priest of Baal. And the king sent for 
Jehoiada and the other priests, and required of them that the 
temple should be repaired ; for the sons of Athaliah had 
broken up the house of God, and they had bestowed the dedi- 
cated things on Baalim ; and Jehoiada the priest took a chest, 
and bored a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the altar, 
on the right side as one cometh into the house of the Lord : 
and the priests that kept the door put therein all the money 
that was brought into the house of the Lord. So the -work- 
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jehoiada's befobms. 
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men wrought, and the work was perfected by them, and they 
set the house of God in its state, and strengthened it. And 
when they had finished it, they brought the rest of the money 
before the king and Jehoiada, whereof were made vessels of 
silver and of gold for the house of the Lord. And they 
offered burot-offerings in the house of the Lord continually 
all the days of Jehoiada. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



destroyed — she was aware of the awful 
denunciations of God against the house 
of A dab; and wbeu she beard of their 
fulfilment she determined to extirpate 
the family of Jehoshaphat in her rage 
against the <5od of the Jews. 

seed-royal — the brethren ofJehoram 
were destroyed by his order ; Less. 93, 
'slew;' Jehoram's sons were slain by 
the Philistines and Arabians ; Less. 93, 
'Arabians;' their children were put to 
death by Jehu; Less. 95, 'brethren;' 
and now Athaliah destroys her own 
grand-children ; compare Less. 58, 
'sword/ and 8T, 'wrath.' Athaliah 
thought all David's line was now 
extinct, bat God had reserved one infant 
child to preserve the honour of that 
ill as trio us servant of God. Less. 93, 
'lijrht/ 
Joask — ' Jehovah-given.' 
Jehoiada — ' the Lord knows.' 
house of God — probably in one of the 
chambers occupied by the high priest. 
l«ess. 68, ' Temple.' 

reigned — during that period she used 
all her power and influence to establish 
idolatry. 

strengthened — gathered around him 
zd en of influence and authority who 
desired to see Athalinh's reign brought 
to an end ; they were not thus guilty of 
rebellion, for Athaliah had no claim to 
the throne, Joash was the rightful heir. 

JLevites — though in seasons of general 
eorrnption, many of them fell into sin, 
yet they were, as a tribe, ever distin- 
pg>ai*hed for their forward zeal in the 
fiord's cause; X^ess. aO, 4 reached ;' 75, 
- resorted,' 'strengthened.' 



covenant — Less. 56, ' king.' 

brought out— a platform had been 
erected, ^ and on it was placed a low 
pillar, against which the young king 
stood in sight of the people. 

crown — this is the first intimation we 
have of a coronation. 

testimony— -some think this means the 
sceptre or other emblem of royalty, 
others believe it was a copy of the Law. 
Less. 30, < meditate/ <fec. 
anointedr— Les. 44, 'poured,' * anointed.' 

God save, if c. — the common shout of 
loyal respect and affection used in all 
countries and ages. Less. 44, 'God 
save, <fec.' The solemn ceremonies of 
the coronation being over, the people 
hailed their king with acclamations, 
and prayed for his prosperity. 

slain — she was the only remaining 
member of the doomed house of Ahab. 

brake down— Less. 33, <fe 37, 'throw 
down.' 

slew Mat tan — Less. 81, 'slew.' 

the king and Jehoiada— the good priest 
virtually reigned ; for with the watchful 
care of a parent, and the zeal of a priest 
of the Lord, he counselled the young 
prince in all matters concerning his 
duty. His intimate acquaintance with 
the books of Moses rendered him an 
invaluable guide to the king and pro- 
tector of the national worship and 
honour. 

all the days— his active and zealous 
care for the maintenance of true reli- 
gion relaxed not even when he became 
old. 
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PERIOD VI.] 



OF JEHU'S POSTERITY. 



HYMN OF THE PERSECUTED. 

Hear, Father, hear thy faint afflicted flock 
Cry to tliee from the desert and the rock ; 
While those who seek to slay thy children hold 
Blasphemous worship under roofs of gold ; 
And the broad goodly lands, with pleasant airs, 
That nurse the grape and wave the grain are theirs. 

Yet better were this mountain wilderness, 
And this wild life of suffering and distress — 
Watchings by night, and dangerous flight by day, 
And meetings in the depths of earth to pray: 
Better, far better, than to kneel with them, 
And pay the impious rite thy laws condemn. 

Soon, mighty God! soon shall thy frown look forth 

Unveil'd, and terribly shall shake the earth. 

Then the foul power of Antichrist and all 

His long upheld idolatries shall fall; 

Thou shalt raise up the trampled and opprest, 

And thy deliver'd saints shall dwell in rest 

Bryant. 



97. REIGNS OF JEHU, JEHOAHAZ, & JEHOASH, 
2 Kings x. 29-36, xiii. 
After Jehu had destroyed Baal out of Israel, the Lord said 
unto him, " Because thou hast done well in executing my 
judgments on the house of Ahab according to all that was in 
mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation -shall sit on 
the throne of Israel." But Jehu took no heed to walk in the 
law of the Lord God of Israel with all his heart : for he 
departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, by causing the people 
to worship the golden calves at Bethel and at Dan. Jehu died 
after a reign of twenty-eight years, and was buried in Samara. 

His son -Jehoahaz reigned after him, during whose reign God 
suffered Hazael, king of Syria, to -afflict Israel very greatly. 
So grievous was the oppression that there were left to Jeho- 
ahaz but fifty horsemen, and ten chariots and tea thousand 
footmen ; for the king of Syria had destroyed them. And 
Jehoahaz -besought the Lord, and the Lord hearkened unto 
him : for he saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of 
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THE OPPRESSORS OF SYRIA. [975-606 B.C. 
Syria oppressed them. And the Lord -delivered Israel from 
under the hand of the Syrians : and the children of Israel 
dwelt in their -tents, as beforetime. But the kingdom was 
much weakened by the oppressions of Hazael, who had taken 
many of the cities round the borders of Israel. Nevertheless 
the people departed not from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, 
but walked therein ; and there remained also the -grove in 
Samaria. 

Jehoahaz died in the thirty-seventh year of the reign of Joash 
king of Judah, and was succeeded by his son -Jehoash. When 
Elisha was on his death-bed, Jehoash, the king of Israel, visited 
him, and -w r ept over him. And Elisha said unto him, " Take 
bow and arrows." And -he took unto him bow and arrows. 
And he said to the king of Israel, " Put thine hand upon the 
bow." And -he put his hand upon it : and Elisha put his hands 
upon the king's hands. And he said, " Open the window -east- 
ward." And he opened it. Then Elisha said, " Shoot." 
And -he shot. And he said, " The arrow of the Lord's deliver- 
ance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria; for thou shalt 
•smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them." 
And he said, " Take the arrows." And he took them. And he 
said unto the king of Israel, " Smite upon the ground." And 
he smote thrice, and stayed. And the man of God was wroth 
with him, and said, " Thou shouldest have smitten five or six 
times : then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed 
it : whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice." 

Elisha -died, and they buried him. Now at the coming in 
of the year the Moabites invaded the land : and as the Israel- 
ites were burying a man they spied a band of the Moabites 
coming, and they cast the dead man into the -sepulchre of 
Elisha ; and when he was -let down and touched -the bones of 
Elisha he revived. 

Hazael, the king of Syria, oppressed Israel all the days of 
Jehoahaz. Then the Lord was gracious to Israel, and had 
compassion on them because of his covenant with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and he -would not destroy them. Benhadad 
succeeded Hazael, and Jehoash took from Benhadad the cities 
which Hazael had taken from Jehoahaz. Three times did 
Jehoash beat him, and the prophecy of Elisha was fulfilled. 



Digitized by 



PERIOD VI.J 



DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS." 



shall sit— though Jehu followed the 
sin of Jeroboam, yet God £ave him this 
reward for his service against Ahaband 
Baal. 

Jehoahat — ' possession of Jehovah.' 

ajfticl— oppress; Lesson 94, 'wept.' 

besought— he was brought low by his 
aggravated wickedness ; in his distress 
however, he turns to God whose wrath 
he had provoked, and whose mercy he 
hnd slighted, and God graciously an- 
swers his prayer. 

delivered— by the instrumentality of 
Jehoash, the king's son. 
tenia— these slender and easily removed 
dwellings had not yet been completely 
supplanted by more enduring residences. 
There was a return of that conscious 
feeling of security which stimulated the 
agricultural portion of the community 
to resume their labours with earnestness. 

grove — Lesson 75, * groves/ 

Jehoash—* fire of Jehovah.' 

ve pt — the natives of the East do not 
deem it effeminate for a man to express 
his grief by tears ; Less. 94, « wept.' 

he took— preparation for war was 
symbolized by tnis act. 

he put — shewing that an active 
campaign would soon commence. 

Elisha put — indicating the Lord's 
fa von r towards Israel by sanctioning 
their cause. 

eastward — the cardinal position is 



put for the north-east, in which direc- 
tion Syria lay. 
he shot — a battle should be gained. 
smite — the Greeks and Romans affirmed 
their declarations of war by throwing a 
javelin, or shooting an arrow, after 
their herald had proclaimed the causes 
of the quarrel. 

died— hating served his day and 
generation about seventy years after 
the translation of Elijah. 

sepulchre — probably a cave, having a 
large stone at its mouth; this stone 
couM be easily removed and the body 
speedily deposited. 

let down — coffins were not much used 
in Israel, nor are they general in the 
East at the present day ; the body is 
tightly swathed, and the head is enve- 
loped in a napkin ; it is then placed on 
a trier to be borne to the grave, whither 
it is conveyed a few hours after death. 

the bones — when the men had letdown 
the body into Elisha's grave there was 
nothing except the swathing bands, to 
prevent the two bodies from coming 
into close contact. 

revived — a most remarkable miracle 
in attestation of Elisha's missioa. In 
addition to the translation of Elijah this 
miracle was calculated to confirm tie 
truths taught by these two eminent 
servants ot God. 

I covenant — Less. 6, f a great natioa i 
' ' in thee ;' * this land ;' 8, ' covenant.' 
would not — Dent, xxxii. 26,27. 
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DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 

Who shall weep when the righteous die? 

Who shall mourn when the good depart ? 
When the soul of the godly away shall fly, 

Who shall lay the loss to heart? 

He has gone into peace; he has laid him down 
To sleep till the dawn of a brighter day ; 

And he shall wake on that holy morn 
When sorrowing and sighing shall flee away. 

But ye, who worship in sin and shame 

Your idol gods whate'er they be— 
Who scoff in your pride at your Maker's name, 

By the pebbly stream and the shady tree. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEHOIADA'S DEATH. IDOLATRY OF JOASH. [975-606 B.C. 



Hope in your mountains, and hope in your streams, 
Bow down in their worship and loudly pray: 

Trust in your strength, and believe in your dreams, 
But the wind shall carry them all away. 

There's one who drank at a purer fountain, 
One who has wash'd in a purer flood : 

He shall inherit a holier mountain, 
He shall worship a holier God. 

But the sinner shall utterly fall and die, 
Whelm'd in the waves of a troubled sea; 

And God, from his throne of light on high ! 
Shall say, " There is no peace for thee." 



98. IDOLATRY AND INGRATITUDE OF JOASH. 
2 Chron. xxiv. 15-24. 2 Kings xii. 17, 18. 

Now Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when he 
died : an hundred and thirty years old was he when he died. 
And they buried him in the city of David among the kings, 
because he had done good in Israel, both toward God, and 
toward his house. 

Now after the death of Jehoiada came the -princes of Judah, 
and made obeisance to the king requesting permission to 
establish idolatry. Then the king 'hearkened unto them. 
And they left the house of the Lord God of their fathers, and 
served -groves and -idols ; and 'wrath came upon Judah and 
Jerusalem for this their trespass. -Yet the Lord sent prophets 
to them, to bring them again to worship and serve him, and 
the prophets testified against their idolatry : but they would 
not give ear. Then the spirit of God came upon -Zechariah, 
the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he said unto the people, 
" Thus saith God, Why trangress ye the commandments of 
the Lord, that ye cannot prosper P -because ye have forsaken 
the Lord, he also hath forsaken you." And -they conspired 
against him, and -stoned him with stones at the -commandment 
of the king in the -court of the house of the Lord. Thus Joash 
the king remembered not the kindness which Jehoiada his 
father had done to him, but slew his son. And when Ze- 
chariah died, he said, " The Lord look upon it, and -require it." 

•Then Hazael, king of Syria, went up and fought against 



293 




PERIOD VI.] HAZAEL OPPRESSES JUDAH. 

Gath and took it ; and Hazael set his face to go up to Jeru- 
salem, and came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all 
the princes of the people from among the people, and sent all 
the spoil of them unto the king of Damascus. For the army 
of the Syrians came with a small company of men, and the 
Lord delivered a very great host into their hand, because they 
had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers. So they executed 
judgment against Joash, and the princes and the Lord's people 
of Judah, because they had again established idolatry. And 
Joash, king of Judah, took all the hallowed things that 
Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of 
Judah, had dedicated, and his own -hallowed things, and all 
the gold that was found in the treasures of the house of the 
Lord, and in the king's house, and sent it to Hazael, king of 
Syria : and he went away from Jerusalem. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



buried — an honourable testimony to 
a faithful servant of God. He had ruled 
Israel through Joash, and therefore he 
was deemed worthy the burial of a 
king. Less. 65, * buried ;' 96, * the king 
and Jehoiada.' 

prince* — during: the long and prosper- 
ous administration of Jehoiada they 
cherished secretly in their hearts the 
corrupt practices connected with thnl 
idolatry which had taken root during 
the reigns of Jehoram, Ahaziah, and 
Athaliah. 

hearkened — he was a man of weak and 
unsound principles ; from this concession 
h«s downward course was rapid. 

groves — Lesson 75, * groves.' 

idols — Lesson 35, * served their gods 
74, 4 high places.' 

tcrath — the condition upon which the 
people of Israel obtained possession of 
Canaan was that they should preserve 
themselves free from idolatry — hence 
the severity with which God visited 
them for their abandonment of his 
worship. 

Vet — the warnings, remonstrances, 
and invitations of the God of mercy 
were mingled with his chastisements. 
Zechariah — * remembered of the Lord.' 
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because — Lesson 77, ' the eyes of.' 

they conspired — the princes brought a 
false charge against this man of God. 
Lesson 85, * bear witness.* 

stoned— Less. 24, & 85, « stoned.' 

commandment — here was an instance 
of base ingratitude — he whose life had 
been preserved from the murderous 
Athaliah, by the maternal care of 
Jehoshaheath, commands her offspring 
to be sin in for prophesying to him in the 
name of the Lord ; he who owed his 
crown and kingdom to the righteous 
Jehoiada, murders his faithful and 
inspired son. 

court oft Sfc. — he was slain within the 
precincts of the temple of Jehovah ; thus 
were all the circumstances connected 
with the murder of Zechariah of the most 
aggravated character.* 

require it — Less. 83, 'requited;* 58, 
* sword 72, 'judgment.' 

Then Hazael— Zechnriah's dying' de- 
claration is soon fulfilled; the princes 
who introduced idolatry and procured 
the death of Zechariah are swept off by 
the king of Syria, and their property, 
and that of the royal house taken away* 

kallou erf— Less. 77, 'aenU* 
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THE APPOINTED END. 

• OUR FATHERS, WHERE ARB THEY r 

How swift the torrent rolls, 

That hastens to the sea ; 
How strong the tide that bears our souls 

On — to eternity i 

Our fathers where are they? 

With all they call'd their own ; 
Their joys and griefs, and hopes and cares, 

And wealth and honour, gone ! 

There where the fathers lie, 

Must all the children dwell; 
Nor other heritage possess, 

But such a gloomy celL 

God of our fathers, hear, 

Thou everlasting Friend, 
While we on life's extremest Verge, 

Our souls to Thee commend. 

Of all the pious dead 

May we the footsteps trace, 
Till with them in the land of light, 

We dwell before thy face. 



99. JOASH IS SLAIN. AMAZIAH REIGNS. 

2 Chron. xxiv. 25-27 ; xxv. 1-24; 2 Kings, xiv. 5-16. 

"When the Syrians had departed from Judah, Joash was 
afflicted with great diseases, and two of his own servants 
•conspired against him, and slew him on his bed in the house 
of MillOy and they buried him in the city of David. This 
punishment was brought on Joash for having shed the blood 
of Zacharias, the son of Jehoiada, the priest. Zabad, the son 
of Shimeath, an Ammonitess, and Jehozabad, the son of 
Shimrith, a Moabitess, were -the men who conspired against 
Joash and slew him. As soon as • Amaziah succeeded Joash, 
he slew the two men who killed his father : but he slew not 



Doddridge. 



295 




PERIOD VI.] SELF-SUFFICIENCY OF AMAZIAH. 

their children, for he observed 'the law in the book of Moses, 
where the Lord commanded, saying, " The fathers shall not 
die for the children, neither shall the children die for the 
fathers, but every man shall die for his own sin " 

Now Amaziah gathered all Judah together and found three- 
hundred -thousand mighty men able to go forth to war. He 
hired also a hundred-thousand mighty men out of Israel for -a 
hundred talents of silver. But a man of God came to him, 
saying, " O king, let not the army of Israel go with thee ; for 
the Lord is -not with all the children of Ephraim. But -if thou 
wilt go, God shall make thee fall before the enemy : for God 
hath power to help, and to cast down." And Amaziah said, 
" But what shall we do for the hundred talents which I have 
given to the army of Israel P" And the man of God answered, 
" The Lord -is able to give thee much more than this." Then 
Amaziah -separated the army of Ephraim, to go home again ; 
wherefore their anger was greatly kindled against Judah, and 
they returned home in great anger. Then Amaziah led his 
own army forth and conquered the Edomites in the Valley of 
Salt After this conquest Amaziah worshipped idols, which he 
had brought from Seir ; for which he was 'reproved by a prophet. 

Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash, king of Israel, saying, 
" 'Come, let us look one another in the face." Jehoash return- 
ed answer to Amaziah ; " -The thistle that was in Lebanon, 
sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, "Give thy 
daughter to my son to wife ; and there passed by a wild beast 
that was in Lebanon, and "trode down the thistle. Lo, thou hast 
smitten the Edomites, and thine heart -lifteth thee up to -boast ; 
abide now at home ; why shouldest thou meddle to thine hurt, 
that thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Judah with thee." 
But Amaziah would not hear. The kings and their armies 
met at Bethshemesh ; the army of Judah was -put to flight, and 
Jehoash took Amaziah prisoner, and came to Jerusalem, 
whence he took the treasures of the temple. 

Jehoash departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, the king of 
Israel. He died, and was buried in Samaria, and his son, 
Jeroboam II. reigned in his stead. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [975-606 B.C* 



great diseases— Dent, xxviii. W, 20- 

22,35. 

conspired— not to vindicate outraged 
justice for the murder of Zechariah, 
but from feelings of private malice and 
revenge. Forsaken by God Joash fall* 
into the hands of wicked men. 

shed— like the blood of Ahel which 
cried unto heaven for vengeance, 
(Less. 2), so does the blood of every 
murdered individual demand the vindi- 
cation of divine justice. It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God. We must however remember 
that vengeance is not ours ; it belongs 
to God, who never fails to make inqui- 
sition for blood ; and to brin^ down 
upon every transgressor of his laws 
that meed of punishment which is bis 
due. Compare the references under 
'require* in Less. 98. Gen. ix. 5,6; 
Psalm lv. 23 ; lviii. 1 1 ; Rom. xii. 19-21 ; 
Heb. x. 28-31. 

the men—At is worthy of remark that 
the mothers of the regicides were 
foreigners and idolaters. In every 
country and among every people, the 
maternal parent exercises the greatest 
influence over thevfuture conduct of the 
child ; this is especially true in the East, 
for the entire care of the children de- 
volves upon the mother, the father giv- 
ing bnt little attention to the education 
and training, even of his sons, till they 
are old enough for the pursuits of war 
or the chase. 

Amaziah— 'strength of Jehovah ;' he 
had reigned three years in conjunction 
with his father before the occurrence of 
the distressing event which rendered 
him sole king ; he was the eighth king 
of Jodah. 

the law— Dent. xxiv. 16. 

a hundred talents— or about eight shil 
lings a man ; this sum was probably for 
the cost of equipments. 

not with all— a form of expression 
implying that some of them were not 
idolatrous. 

if thou wilt go—n warning against 
««lf-will and defiance of the Lord's 
authority. It is better to suffer from 
obedience than from disobedience. 



is able— that which a man gives up 
for God shall be repaid him. 

separated — Amaziah should not have 
engaged the services of men whose 
mode of worship was offensive to God ; 
but having done so it would have been 
madness had he persevered in retaining 
them. Less. 31,' discomfited.' 

reproved— blamed ; reproached ; Ama- 
ziah, instead of humbling himself for 
his sin, became wrath with the 
prophet, and threatened to smite or kill 
him if he did not forbear; then the 
prophet forbore, but said, "I know 
that God bath determined to destroy 
thee, because thou hast done this, and 
%ast not hearkened unto my counsel." 

Come— without any provocation A ma- 
aziah challenges Jeboash to battle; 
thereby displaying his vanity, presump- 
tion and disregard of human life. 

The thistle— by this parable Jehoash 
meant to say that Israel was as far 
superior in power to Judah, as the cedar 
of Lebanon is to the thistle. 

Give— an instance of consummate 
conceit in the meanest of weeds. 

trode down— while giving utterance 
to his pride, he is crushed by the inad- 
vertent step of a passing beast. 

lifteth—" pride goeth before destruc- 
tion, and a haughty spirit before a fall." 

boast— ascribing his success to the 
prowess of his own arms, and not to 
God, who alone giveth the victory, he 
rushes boastingly and wickedly into 
auother unnecessary strife. 

put to flight— God, who resisteth the 
proud, chastised and humbled the vain- 
boasling king of Judah by giving him 
into the hand of his adversary. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Millo — a prominent portion of the 
fortress erected, or extended and 
strengthened, by David, on the hill of 
Zion. 

Vallev op Salt— the valley of Salt 
was ah extensive plain at least fourteen 
miles across, which lay between the 
boundaries of Judah and Edom. It was 
the scene of many battles between these 
two nations. 
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PERIOD VI.] JONAH SENT TO COMFORT ISRAEL. 



THOUGHT AND DEED. 
* thv sin > hall find thes out.- 

Full many a light thought man may cherish, 

Full many an idle deed may do; 
Yet not a deed or thought may perish — 

Not one hut he shall bless or rue. 

When by the wind the tree is shaken, 

There's not a bough or leaf can fall, 
But of its falling heed is taken — 

By One that sees and governs all. 

The tree may fall and be forgotten 

And buried in the ^arth remain ; 
Yet from its juices rank and rotten 

Springs vegetating life again. 

The world is with creation teeming, 

And nothing ever wholly dies ; 
And things that are destroyed in seeming, 

In other shapes and forms arise. 

And Nature still unfolds the tissue 

Of unseen works by Spirit wrought; 
And not a work but has its issue 

•With blessing or with evil fraught. 

And thou may'st seem to leave behind thee 

All memory of the sinful past; 
Yet oh! be sure thy sin shall find thee, 

And thou shalt know its fruits at last 

> Kennedy. 



100. UZZIAH S REIGN AND WARS. 

2 Chron. xxv. 25,28 ; xxvi. 1-15. 2 Kings xiv. 17-xv. 4. 

Notwithstanding the wickedness of Jeroboam, king of Israel, 
God granted him some success against his enemies. He -re- 
stored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto 
the sea of the plain, according to the word of the Lord God of 
Israel, which he spake by his servant -Jonah, the son of 
Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gath-hepher. For the 
Lord saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter : for 
there was not any helper for Israel. And because the Lord 
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Digitized by 



uzziah'8 prosperous reign. [975-606 B.C. 

would not blot out the name of Israel from under heaven ; he 
saved them by the hand of Jeroboam, the son of Jehoash. 

Amaziah reigned in Judah fifteen years after the death of 
Jehoash, king of Israel. When he turned. from following the 
Lord, a conspiracy was formed against him in Jerusalem, and 
he fled to Lachish, and was slain there. -Uzziah, also called 
Azariah, was sixteen years old when his father Amaziah was 
slain, and all the people of Judah made him king. He built 
Eloth y and restored it to Judah. He sought God in the days 
of -Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of God; 
and -as long as he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper. 
Uzziah warred against the Philistines, and brake down the 
wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, 
and built cities about Ashdod, and among the Philistines, and 
God helped him against them, and the Arabians, and the 
Mehunims. The Ammonites brought him gifts, and he 
strengthened himself exceedingly. He built -towers in Jeru- 
salem and in the desert, and -digged wells, for he had much 
cattle both in the low country and in the plains ; husbandmen 
also, and vine-dressers in the mountains and in Carmel : for 
he loved -husbandry. Moreover Uzziah had a host of -fighting 
men, that went out to wdr by bands, and an army of three- 
hundred-and-seven-thousand-and -five-hundred that made war 
with mighty power to help the king against the enemy. And 
he prepared for them shields, and spears, and helmets, and 
bows, and slings to cast stones. . And he made in Jerusalem 
•engines invented by cunning men, to be on the towers and 
upon the bulwarks to shoot arrows and great stones. And 
his name spread far abroad ; for he was marvellously helped 
till he was strong. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



restored — all the country along the 
northern and eastern borders to the sea of 
the plain ; this included the northern 
boundary of Asher and Naphtali, and the 
eastern line of the tribes of Reuben, and 
Gad, and half-Manasseh. Less. 32, ' divi- 
sions of Canaan.' 

coast — frontier ; the utmost extremity of 
country ; boundary. 



Jonah — * a dove ;* the prophet who was 
sent to proclaim the doom of Nineveh. 

blot out— Less. 23, ' blot out.' 

When he turned, SfC. — his subjects turned 
from serving him, after ho had forsaken 
the Lord's service. So had it been with 
Solomon; Lesson 71. 
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PERIOD VI.] NOTES AND 

Uxsiak —< strength of Jehovah;' called 
also Azariah, ' helped of Jehovah.' 

Zechariah— probably a son of the prophet 
Zechariah who was slain by, Joash. 

visions— like Joseph (Less. 15) he could 
interpret dreams having a divine origin; 
Less. 7, * vision ;' 9 & 15, « dream ;' he was 
also skilled in expounding the law. 

as long —Less. 66, ' according.' 

towers— watch-towers ; those in Jerusalem 
were for defence, being built for the engines 
of war which he had invented ; those in 
the desert, or uncultivated regions, were 
partly for war-purposes, but also for the 
use of shepherds who led their flocks over 
the wildernesses. 

digged wells— tor the accommodation of 
his shepherds and travellers ; these wells 
were great public benefits. At the present 
day much attention is given to the protec- 
tion and preservation of wells for travellers 
in Arabia, Egypt, and Palestine. Less. 10, 
' draw ;* 13, ' a well ;* 89, ' stopped.' 

husbandry — the cultivation of the earth ; 
all the Israelites, except the Levites, were 
agriculturists or shepherds ; it is not sur- 
prising therefore that this, their chief 
source of national prosperity, should en- 
gage the attention of a king who devoted 
himself to the internal improvement and 
security of his kingdom so assiduously as 
did Uzziah. 

fighting men— the children of Israel, not- 
withstanding their agricultural pursuits, 
were essentially a warlike people; from 
their entrance into Canaan to their removal 
into captivity, their history, with but brief 
intervals, is one of war— offensive and 
defensive. 

engines— this is the earliest intimation we 
have in history of a contrivance for the pro- 
pulsion of stones, arrows, and other missiles; 
the invention of them by Uzziah's skilful 
workmen was sufficient to spread his fame 
abroad. They were, no doubt, similar in 
principle to the catapults and batiste of 
the Greeks and Romans, the origin of 
which was attributed to Syria or Palestine. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Gath-hephbr — a town which was the 
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birth-place of the prophet Jonah ; and 
which is believed to be the same as Gittah- 
hepher, in the tribe of Zebulun. 

Lachish— a noted city of Judah which 
was about twenty miles south-west of Jeru- 
salem, It was one of the cities which Re- 
hoboam made exceeding strong, and the 
one to which Amaziah fled when his ser- 
vants conspired against him. It was the 
first city in Judah to imitate the idolatries 
of Israel, and it was denounced by the pro- 
phet Micah. 

Eloth or Elath — was an Idumean port 
on the eastern shore of the Red Sea, (Less. 
2ft), and near to Eziongeber. It was a place 
of importance during the reigns of David 
and Solomon, by the former of whom it was 
taken from the Edomites, it was a source 
of great wealth to Israel as a trading station. 
After the division of the kingdom (Less. 73) 
it remained under the dominion of Judah, 
till the revolt of the Edomites in the reign 
of Joram, (Less. 93, * revolted'), in whose 
possession it continued till the reign of 
Uzziah. It was lost to Judah in the reign 
of Ahaz ; Less. 106, « drove.' At the present 
day it is a heap of ruins, but a small garri- 
son belonging to the pasha of Egypt occupies 
a fortress on its site, for the purpose of 
keeping in check the neighbouring tribes of 
Arabs. Less. 11, 'Idumea;' 13, * Mount 
Seir ;' 27, • Edom.' 

Mkhunims— a tribe who inhabited part 
of the territory south of Judah ; they are 
called Maonites in Judges x. 12. 

Ammonites — descendants of Amman, as* 
of the sons of Lot ; they dwelt on the east 
of the Jordan ; they were enemies of tfce 
Israelites, and were defeated by Jephthah, 
(Less. 38), and by Saul ; Less. 44. It was 
Nahash, the king of the Ammonites, who 
required the men of Jabesh-gilead to shew 
their obedience to him by allowing him to 
thrust out all their right eyes. Hanun, the 
son of Nahash, abused the messengers whom 
David sent to condole with him on the d e a th 
of his father; for which David sent Jcab 
with an army against him ; Less. 58. The 
Ammonites were made tributary to Uniah. 
Their chief city was Rabbah. 
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PROPHETS OF ISRAEL. 



[975-606 B.C. 



SUBMISSION. 

O thou ! who hast at thy command, 
The hearts of all men in thy hand ! 
Our wayward, erring hearts incline 
To have no other will hut thine. 

Our wishes, our desires, control ; 
Mould every purpose of the soul; 
O'er all may we victorious he, 
That stands hetween ourselves and Thee. 
Omay we, feehle, weak, and frail, 
Against our mightiest foes prevail; 
Thy word, our safety from alarm, 
Our strength, thine everlasting arm. 

And while we to thy glory live, 
May we to Thee all glory give, 
Until the joyful summons come, 
That calls tny willing servants home. 

Cotterill* 



101. PROPHECIES OF HOSEA, AMOS, AND JOEL. 

Hosea. Amos. Joel. 
At this time -Hosea, 'Amos, and 'Joel prophesied in Israel and 
Judah. Hosea' s prophecies are chiefly directed against Israel ; 
he declared that God had a -controversy with the inhabit- 
ants of the land because of their transgression. He exposed 
their idolatry in worshipping the golden calves, saying, " My 
people ask counsel at their -stocks, and their staff declareth 
unto them, they sacrifice upon the -tops of the mountains, and 
burn -incense upon the hills, *under oaks and poplars and elms." 
The punishment for their ungodliness is thus described, " I 
will change their glory into shame, mine anger is kindled 
against them... they shall not dwell in the Lord's land Samaria 
shall become -desolate for she hath rebelled against her God ; 
the people shall fall by the sword : their infants shall be dashed 
to pieces ..the high places of Aoen shall be destroyed ; the 
thorn and the thistle shall come up on their altars ; and they 
shalt say to the mountains, Cover us ; and to the hills, Fall on 
us/' Notwithstanding the transgressions of Israel, and the 
severe displeasure of the Lord against the people, the prophet 
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PERIOD VI. J PROPHECIES OF HOSEA AND AMOS. 



invites them to turn unto God, " Come, and let us return unto 
the Lord : for he hath -torn, and he will heal us ; he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up. Then shall we know, if we 
follow on to know the Lord ; his going for.h is -prepared as the 
morning ; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter 
and former rain unto the earth." Hosea also predicted the 
restoration of Israel, ** For the children of Israel shall abide 
many days without a king, and without a prince, and without 
a sacrifice. Afterwards shall they return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king ; and shall fear the Lord and 
his goodness in the latter days." God further said, " I will 
•heal their backsliding, I will love them -freely : for mine anger 
is turned away from him. I will be as the dew unto Israel : 
he shall grow as the -lily, and cast forth his -roots as Lebanon. 
His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the -olive- 
tree, and his -smell as Lebanon." Then shall Israel be ashamed 
of their idolatry, saying to the Lord, u Take away all iniquity, 
and receive us graciously,... and we will not say any more to 
the work of our hands, Ye are our gods, for in thee the 
fatherless findeth mercy." 

Amos was a herdsmen of Tekoa ; he lived in the days of 
Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam, king of Israel. He de- 
clared God's judgments against Damascus, and spoke of the 
captivity of the Syrians at Kir. He also ut tered God's judg- 
ments against Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Amnion, Moab, Judah, and 
Israel, and predicted the captivity of the Israelites -beyond 
Damascus. He exhorted them to repentance, saying, " Seek 
good and not evil that ye may live. Hate the evil and love 
the good... it may be that the Lord will be gracious unto the 
•remnant of -Joseph." 

The prophet Joel wrote chiefly against Judah, he warned the 
people of danger, saying, " Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and 
sound an alarm in my holy mountain : let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble : for the day of the Lord cometh." He 
also called the priests and people of Jerusalem to repentance, 
" Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn ye even to me with 
all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with 
^Bourning: and rend your heart, and not your garments, and 
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turn unto the Lord your God : for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the 
evil. Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly : gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assem- 
ble the elders, gather the children, let the priests, the ministers 
of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them 
say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine -heritage to 
reproach that the heathen should rule over them : wherefore 
should they say among the peogle, Where is their God ?" 
He spoke also of the descent of the Spirit upon all people and 
said, " Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
delivered." He predicted the return of the Jews from captivity, 
and their final restoration to God in Jerusalem. -Of Egypt he 
said, " It shall be a desolation," and Edom, " a -desolate 
wilderness for the -violence against the children of Judah." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Hose a — * saving he was the son of 
Beeri and lived in Samaria ; his frequent 
allusions to the customs, habits, proverbs, 
and opinions of his time render the 
interpretation of mu~h of what he has 
written extremely difficult at the preseut 
day. 

Amos — 'a burden;' Less. 103, ' gather 
er;' he was a her Isman, ami a gatherer 
of sycamore fruit ; his writings abound 
with natural descriptions derived from 
scenes wilh which he was familiar. 

Joel — ' the Lord is my God ;' we are 
told that he was the son of Petbuel, but 
we know nothing certain concerning 
him. The judgments which were to 
fall upon the kingdom of Judah form 
the chief subjects of his prophecy. 

controversy — a cause for dissatisfac- 
tion; for censure; for punishment. 
stock* — staff— a contemptuous reference 
to their stupid practice of consulting 
idols on important questions. 

top* — Less. 74, *high places.' 
incense — Lesson 23, * incense.' 
under — Less. T5, * groves ;' * green, 
tree.' 

4e*oUtft — as a disconsolate widow 



suddenly and unexpectedly deprived of 
her husband. It is common to personify 
a nation by the figure of a woman. 

torn — by suffering intestine commo- 
tion to disorganize society, and rend 
asunder the sacred ties of consanguinity, 
friendship, and civil union ; and by send- 
ing his messengers of wrath, famine,, 
estilence, and war, to scourge and af- 
ict them. The allusion is to a wild 
and furious beast suddenly darting upon 
his prey, and then tearing it between 
his teeth and claws. 

prepared— already determined ; as the 
sun increases in light and heat from its 
rise to its meridian glory, so shall the 
peace, comfort, & prosperity of return- 
ing backsliders increase, if they " follow 
on to know fhe Lord." Compare Less. 
33, * I will not;' 66, * according.' 

rain— Less. R0, 'dew nor rain;' the 
'latter rain' falls in April to perfect the 
fruits of the earth before the harvest, 
and the 'former rain' comes down 
in October to prepare the ground for 
cultivation. 

heat — to heal the injuries which re« 
suited from their going back from God. 

freely — without reserve; heartily. 
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PERIOD VI.] " FRAILTY OF MAN'S GOODNESS." 



as the dew— to invigorate & strengthen 
the nation, ai the dew acts on plants. 

lily — a beautiful and well-known 
flower ; it grows to exquisite perfection 
in the East. 

roott — either as the extended roots of 
the cedar, or the widely spread founda- 
tions of (he mountain-range of Lebanon. 
Less. 29, ' Lebanon 64, ' cedar trees/ 

olive-tree — Less. 4, ' olive.' 



-perhaps alluding to the agree- 
able smell of the wood of the cedar. 
beyond— Less. 108, < placed them.' 
remnant — the comparative few who 
should escape captivity. 

Joseph — the numerous and powerful 
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh are 
often put for the ten tribes. Less. 16, 
'in thee;' 32, 'tribes.' 



holy mountain — Jerusalem. 
day of the Lord— day of retribution. 
repenteth— Less. 23, & 28, 'repented.' 
heritage— the people whom God had 
chosen. 

°f Egypt— Less. 123, 'while.' 
desolate wilderness — it is so at the 
present day. 
violence— Less. 27, * then journeyed.' 
GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Aven — 'wickedness Bethel is re- 
ferred to ; it is sometimes called Beth- 
aven, or house of wickedness. 

Kir— a district which was under the 
dominion of Assyria, through which the 
river Kir flows ; this river falls into the 
Caspian Sea. 



THE FRAILTY OF MAN'S GOODNESS. 

"YOUR GOODNESS IS AS THE MORNING CLOUD, AND AS THE EARLY DEW 
• IT GOETH AWAY." 

Such the transient influence now 
Of too many a fervent vow ; 
Such in spirit and in span, 
Goodness deem'd innate in man. 

Like a morning cloud it flies, 
Like the early dew drop — dries, 
Brief as bright, and frail as brief, 
Like the changing Cistus leaf. 

Clouds which bear the welcome shower 
Wait not on man's fancied power ; 
Dews that nourish where they fall 
Come not when he deigns to call. 

Morning clouds though bright their dyes, 
Fade before our thirsty eyes; 
Dews which early pass away 
Leave our hearts to drought a prey. 
Give us darker clouds, whose gloom 
Bears rich blessings in its womb; 
Heavier dews which fall at eve, 
Wheuce Thy seed may life receive. 

Barton. 
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102. JONAHS MISSION TO NINEVEH. 
Book of Jonah. 

Jonah, the prophet, was commanded to go to Nineveh to 
cry against it, for the wickedness of the inhabitants. Instead 
of doing so, he rose up -to flee unto Tarshish, from the 
presence of the Lord ; he went down to Jqppa, where he found 
a ship going to Tarshish, and he went in it. But the Lord 
sent a great storm, and there was a mighty tempest in the -sea, 
so that the ship was like to be broken. The mariners being 
afraid, cried every man to his -god ; but Jonah was in the ship 
asleep. The shipmaster awoke him, and told him to call 
upon his God. Then they -cast lots, that they might know 
•who had caused the evil to come on them. And the lot fell 
upon Jonah. Then said they unto him, " Tell us, thou for 
whose cause this evil is upon us : what is thine occupation ? 
and whence comest thou ? what is thy country ? and of what 
people art thou ?" And he said unto them, " I am a Hebrew ; 
and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the 
sea and the dry land." And when he told them that he had 
fled from the presence of the Lord they were exceedingly 
•afraid, and said, " -Why hast thou done this P" They then 
asked what they should do that the sea might be calm ; and 
Jonah -told them to cast him into the sea, and it would be 
calm. Before the mariners would consent to do this they 
rowed hard to bring the ship to land, but they could not. 
Wherefore they -cried unto the Lord, and said, " We beseech 
thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's 
life, and lay not upon us -innocent blood : for thou, O Lord, 
hast done as it pleased thee." So they took up Jonah, and 
cast him forth into the sea : and the sea ceased from her rag- 
ing. *Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered 
a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made -vows. Now the Lord 
had prepared -a great fish to swallow up Jonah, and Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish -three days and three nights. Then 
Jonah prayed unto the Lord out of the belly of the fish, and 
the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon 
the dry land. Jonah then obeyed the word of the Lord, and 
went to Nineveh, which was an -exceeding great city ; as he 
xvalked through the city, he cried and said, " Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh -shall be overthrown." So the people of Nineveh 
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PERIOD VI.] FRETFULNEaS OF JONAH. 

•believed God, and the king proclaimed a - fast, and commanded 
the people to -cry mightily unto God, and turn from their evil 
ways. And when God saw their repentance he 'spared them 
and would not overthrow the city. 

When Jonah saw that his prophecy was not fulfilled he 
became exceedingly 'angry, and wished to die, lest the people 
should think that he was a false prophet He made himself 
a -booth on the east of the city, to see what would become of 
the city. He also wished to die, because a -gourd which God 
had made to grow up, and shade him from the heat of the 
sun, was suddenly withered ; a worm which God had pre- 
pared having smitten it. God shewed him that he ought not 
to be angry, for as Jouah had pitied the gourd for which he 
had not laboured, nor made it to grow, so should God spare 
Nineveh, containing six-score-thousand persons, that 'could not 
discern between their right hand and their left hand. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



to Jlee^the niter folly of this act 
proves that be took a fretful and gloomy 
view of the important commission he 
hail received. 

sea — the Mediterranean Sea. 

god — Less. 83, * srods of Ihe bills;* the 
mariners were idolaters, probably Phoa- 
nicians ; Less. 70, * they went' 

in the ship — " he went down into the 
sides of the ship," shewing that the 
ships were provided with berths much 
like those of the present dny. 

cast lots — a very undent mode of de- 
cision in doubtful cases ; the act was 
generally performed with deep solem- 
nity, and with the belief that the Dis- 
poser of all human events would "give 
a perfect lot," or, lead to a right deci- 
sion ; Less. 31, * discovery.' 

who had caused — according to the 
notion of the ancient mariners that un- 
seasonal storms were caused by the 
indignation of the gods against some 
guilty person in the ship. 

afraid— of the power and holy indig- 
nation of the Goo of Israel. 

Why y tfc. — a severe rebuke from 
idolaters. 
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told them — preferring death to the 
possibility of being again sent to 
Nineveh. 

cried unto — they prayed unto Jehovah, 
the Lord of heaven and earth ; tbos 
God overruled Jonah's perversity to 
their conversion. 

innocent blood — though they believed 
they were about to act according to 
God's will, they shuddered lest they 
should be in error. 

Then — they had now the fullest evi- 
dence of the truth of Jonah's assertion 
of the almighty power of the Only Troe 
God — the disposer of all things in earth, 
sea, and sky ; every doubt being re- 
moved they now worship and sacrifice 
unto Him alone. 

vows — self-dedicatory resolutions to 
worship God and renounce idols. 

a great fish — an entire human body 
has been occasionally found in the 
stomach of a shark. 

three-~ probably one entire day and 
night, a portion of the day when he was 
cast into the sea, and a portion of the 
day of his deliverance. 

prayed — Jonah's prayer is rather a 
thanksgiving for his deliverance. 
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USELESS 

exceeding great — it was three days' 
journey, or a circuit of about 60 miles. 

shall be — subject to a respite, or a 
reversal of the Lord's decree, if the 
inhabitants repented; though this was 
not a part of Jonah's commission. 

believed God— the fame of the God of 
Israel had been so widely extended that 
the Ninevites did not refuse to listen to 
Jonah; faith and repentance were the 
happy results. 

fast — they abstained altogether from 
food till evening, according to the east- 
ern custom. The Ninevites extended 
the fast to their domestic animals also. 

try unto God — not unto their gods, 
but unto Jehovah. 

spared — see Less. 85, 'I will not;' 
Jonah's denunciation was absolute, but 
the idea that God might spare the city 
on their repentance, occurred to the 
king 1 , and he resolved upon the trial. 

angry — he felt that his veracity was 
impugned, and his fretfulness returning 
he peevishly wished to die. 

booth — a tent ; boughs interwoven. 

gourd — whatever the plant was which 
shaded Jonah, we may justly attribute 
to it a miraculous growth. 



FLIGHT." [975-606 B.C. 

could not — children are here referred 
to ; if these were one-fifth of the inhabi- 
tants, Nineveh must have contained 
600,000 persons. All ancient cities of 
note covered a vast extent of ground. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE8. 

Tarshish — Tartessus, in Spain, was 
probably the place in which the ship 
was bound. 

Nineveh — the metropolis of Assyria : 
it was founded by Asshur, and situated: 
on the river Tigris. It became a vast 
cify, and in the time of Jonah it was 
three days' journey around it, its in- 
habitants having been computed at 
600,000. Nahum and Zephaniah pfo- 
phesied its utter ruin, and their pre- 
dictions have been fulfilled. The 
remains of Nineveh have recently been 
discovered. 

Joppa — also called Japho, the chief 
sea- port and harbour of the Israelites ; 
it was about thirty-two miles north* 
west of Jerusalem, and was situated in 
the territory of Dan. On the west of 
the town was the Mediterranean Sea, 
by which the cedars of Lebanon were 
brought in ships for the building of the 
temple. 



USELESS FLIGHT. 

~BUT JONAH ROSE UP TO FLEE... FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD." 

And couldst thou fancy, then, 

Tarshish beyond the ken 
Of Him whose presence fills unbounded space? 

Who from the heavens on high, 

With sleepless searching eye, 
Even the depths of hell itself can trace ? 

Weak though the thought might he, 

There are who censure thee, 
Who would no less God's holy presence shun; 

Weakness surpassing thine, 

Whose mission, though divine, 
Might hope to win belief from few or none. 
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Such, when they feel within 

His power convict of sin, 
Turn from the witness for His righteous will; 

In earth's delusive joys, 

In business, strife, and noise, 
Striving to drown the voice they cannot still. 

As well to Tarshish flee 

As hope to 'scape from Thee, 
God omnipresent, and omnipotent ! 

Closing with coward fear 

That inward eye and ear, 
Whose powers for nobler purposes were lent. 



103. OF AMOS AND HOSEA. INTERREGNUM. 

Amos vii-ix. 2 Kings xiv. 28, 29. 
Towards the close of the reign of Jeroboam, king of Israel, 
the prophet Amos had a vision which he declared in the 
hearing of the people. He said, " Thus hath the Lord 
shewed me ; and, behold, the Lord stood upon a wall 
made by a -plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand." And 
the Lord said unto me, " Amos, -what seest thou ?" And 
I said, " A plumb-line." Then said the Lord, " Behold 
I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel : I 
will -not again pass by them any more. And the high 
places *of Isaac shall be desolate, and the 'sanctuaries of Israel 
shall be laid waste ; and I will rise against the house of 
Jeroboam with the sword." Then 'Amaziah the priest of 
Bethel sent to Jeroboam, saying, "Amos hath conspired 
against thee in the midst of the house of Israel : the 
land is -not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos saith, 
Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be 
led away captive out of their own land." Also Amaziah said 
unto Amos, " O thou *seer, go, -flee thee away into the land of 
Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy there : but prophesy 
not again any more at Bethel : for it is the king's chapel, and 
it is the king's court." Then answered Amos, and said to 
Amaziah, " I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son : 
but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit : and 
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INTERREGNUM FOR ELEVEN YEARS. [975-606 B.C. 

the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the Lord said 
unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel." He then 
spoke of the 'miserable end of Amaziah and his family, and 
repeated the prophecy of the captivity of Israel. He also 
prophesied of the future prosperity of Israel, and their return 
to their own land, saying, " Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that the plowman shall -overtake the reaper, and the 
treader of grapes him that soweth seed ; and the -mountains 
shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I 
will bring again the captivity of my people Israel ; and they 
shall build the waste cities and inhabit them, and they shall 
plant vineyards and drink the wine thereof ; they shall also 
make gardens and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant 
them upon their land, and they shall no more be -pulled 
up out of their land which I have given them, saith the 
Lord thy God." 

Hosea prophesied in the reign of Jeroboam II. He declared 
that the sins of the people were swearing, lying, killing, steal- 
ing, and committing adultery, and there was no truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 

Eleven years after the death of Jeroboam, (during which 
time there was no king) Zechariah his son began to reign. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



a plumb-line— a. well-known instru- 
ment used by builders for ascertaining 
the perpendicularity of a wall. 

W'hat seest thou ? — this is said to ex- 
cite the prophet's attention. 

not again pass — not suffer them any 
longer to escape punishment ; as car- 
penters and builders try and examine 
their work by the line and level, so 
would he examine the Israelites by his 
holy law. 

of Isaac — the altar and grove at Beer- 
sheba, which had been abused by idola- 
trous rites. Amos v. 5. 

sanctuaries — chief seats of idolatrous 
worship ; Isa. xvi. 12. 

Amaziah— he was the king's priest, 
and officiated in the worship of the 
golden calf. 

not able — so plain, forcible, and poig- 



nant were the prophet's denunciations 
of their sins that tne people could not 
bear to hear them. 

seer—he probably addressed him thus 
disdainfully. 

JUe thee — the idolatrous priest here 
pays a just tribute to true religion; in 
Judah the worship of God prospered 
under the fostering care of Uzzian ; in 
Israel idolatry prevailed, therefore Amos 
would be safe in Judah, while he was 
exposed to danger in Israel. 

I teas no prophet—he had not been set 
apart to this important office in his early 
life ; nor educated at the schools of the 
prophets. Les. 92, ' sons of the prophets/ 

gatherer— the fruit of the sycamore- 
fig tree is much esteemed by most of 
the people of the East. Its fruit is 
inferior to real figs ; in its green state 
it is bitter and not eatable; the fruit, 
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like some other*, has to be wounded or 
pierced before it becomes matured. 
This is done by a man who ascends the 
tree for the purpose, and it was probably 
a part of the employment of Amos to do 
this as well as to gather the figs ; Less. 
TO, ' sycamore.' 

thejlock — he acted occasionally as a 
shepherd. 

miserable end — his wife would desert 
him, his sons and daughters be slain, 
his inheritance given to others , and I 
himself removed as a captive to a 
foreign country where he should die. 



THE WORD/' 

overtake — a poetic and glowing des- 
cription of the future copiousness and 
long continuance of the harvest and 
vintage. 

mountains — the vine is usually culti- 
vated on the sunny slopes of the hills 
and mountains, artificial terraces being 
formed for them one above another. 

pulled up — this expression indicates 
the violence which should attend their 
removal into captivity, aBd the stability 
of their condition when they should be 
restored to their country. 



THE FAMINE OF THE WORD. 

"NOT A FAMINE OF BREAD, NOR A THIRST FOR WATER, BUT OF 
HEARING THE WORDS OF THE LORD." 

O Lord, avert from us this day 

Of famine's fiercest strife ; 
And take not from our souls the stay 

And staff of endless life. 

Though we too often have preferrM 

Time's transitory things 
Before thy pure and precious word 

Which sure salvation hrings ; 

Yet suffer not our souls to know 

This famine, worst of all ; 
Lest victims to its wasting woe, 

We miserahly fall. 

O rather since the power is thine, 

While yet thy word is near, 
Compel us by thy voice divine 

To lend a wakeful ear. 

Though justly stern its tones may sound, 
These thou canst teach to hear; 

Far better judgment reign around 
Than silence and despair. 

Oh, teach us most that death to fear, 

By inward famine slain, 
Which dying, thirsts thy voice to hear, 

Yet thirsts, alas, in vain* 
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104. KINGS of ISRAEL. UZZIAH'S TRANSGRESSION. 
2 Kings xv. 10-26; & 2 Chron. xxvi. 16-21. 
Zechariah, the son of Jeroboam, reigned but six months in 
Israel : for -Shallum conspired against him, and slew him 
before the people, and reigned in his stead. -This was the 
word of the Lord which he spake unto Jehu, saying, " Thy 
sons shall 4 sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth genera- 
tion." And so it came to pas's. Shallum reigned in Samaria 
but one month, for Menahem went up from Tirzah, and came 
to Samaria, and smote Shallum in Samaria, and slew him 
and reigned in 'his sl ead. Then Menahem smote Tiphsah, 
and all that were therein, and the coasts thereof from Tirzah 
because they -opened not to him. Menahem reigned ten years 
in Samaria, and he did that which was -evil by walking in 
the sins of Jeroboam. In his reign -Pul, the king of Assyria, 
came against the land, and Menahem gave Pul -tribute, — a 
thousand talents of silver, which he exacted from the mighty 
men of wealth ; so the king of Assyria -turned back to his 
own land. Menahem was succeeded by his son Pekahiah, 
who reigned two years and did evil. He was slain by Pekah, 
one of his captains, who usurped the throne. 

Uzziah -transgressed against God by going into the temple 
to burn incense. Azariah the priest went in after him, and 
with him fourscore priests of the Lord that were valiant men ; 
and they -withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, " It 
appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the 
Lord, -but unto the priests, the sons of Aaron, that are con- 
secrated to burn incense ; go out of the sanctuary for thou 
hast -trespassed ; neither shall it be for thine honour from the 
Lord God/' Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a -censer in 
his hand to burn incense : and while he was wroth with the 
priests, the -leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the 
priests in the house of the Lord, from beside the incense 
altar. And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests looked 
upon him, and behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and 
they thrust him out from thence ; yea himself hasted also to 
go out, because the Lord had smitten him. And Uzziah the 
king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a 
•separate house, being a leper ; for he was cut off from the 
house of the Lord : and Jotham his son was over the king's 
house, judging the people of the land. 311 
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PERIOD VI.] 

Shallutn — he was a daring rebel of 
desperate character. 

This was — Less. 97; the most pros- 
perous period of the kingdom of Israel 
was daring the supremacy of the house 
of Jehu. 

opened not — they refused to acknow- 
ledge him as king. 

evil — his reign was characterized by 
gross cruelty as well as idolatry. 

Put — he is considered to have been 
the son of the Assyrian king who re- 
pented at the preaching of Jonah ; Les. 
102. This was the first invasion of 
Israel by the kings of Assyria. 

tribute— about £375,000 of our money, 
which was raised by a tax on his weal- 
thy subjects. 

turned back— it is thought that he took 
many captives with him. 

transgressed — his prosperity unduly 
elated him, so that he aspired to exer- 
cising the functions of the j>riesthood ; 
in this he imitated many or the neigh- 
bouring kings, who by virtue of their 
office had this privilege : Lesson 74, 
'stood by.' 



withstood — Lesson 30, ' reached ; T4, 
' priests 75, 4 strengthened 93, * also 
revolted 96, ' Levites.' 

6m/ unto— Less. 20 <fe 23, * sanctify 
24, 'instead.' 

trespassed— Less. 26, * Koran ;' ' Da- 
than * the earth * burn incense ; ' rod.' 

censer — Less. 24, 4 censer.' 

leprosy — Less. 25 <fe 91, ( leprosy.' 

separate house — probably outside the 
city ; (Less. 94, ' at the frnte') ; as a leper 
he was incapable of reigning. He in- 
vaded the dignity of the priesthood to 
which he had no right; and was de- 

E rived of the royal dignity to which he 
ad a right. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Tiphsah — a city of Ephraim about 
six miles from Samaria. Another 
Tiphsah was seated on the Euphrates. 

Assyria — an ancient kingdom of 
Asia, south of Armenia; its gmt city 
whs Nineveh, which was built by As- 
shur. The kingdom of Assyria was 
conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, and 
annexed to the empire of Babylon. 



DOOM OF THE LEPER. 

"BEHOLD HE WAS LEPROUS... BECAUSE THE LORD HAD SMITTEN HIM." 

Depart! depart, O child 
Of Israel, from the temple of thy God ; 
For He has smote thee with his chastening rod, 

And to the desert wild, 
From all thou lov'st, away thy feet must flee, 
That from thy plague His people may be free. 

Depart! and come not near 
The busy mart, the crowded city more : 
Nor set thy foot a human threshold o'er. 

And stay thou not to hear 
Voices that call thee in the way ; and fly 
From all who in the wilderness pass by. 

Wet not thy burning lip 
In streams that to a human dwelling glide ; 
Nor rest thee where the covert fountains hide; 

Nor kneel thee down to dip 
The water where the pilgrim bends to drink, 
By desert well, or river's grassy brink. 
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And pass not thou between 
The weary traveller and the cooling breeze, 
And lie not down to sleep beneath the trees 

Where human tracks are seen ; 
Nor milk the goat that browseth on the plain, 
Nor pluck the standing corn, or yellow grain. 

And now depart! and when 
Thy heart is heavy, and thine eyes are dim, 
Lift up thy prayer beseechingly to Him 

Who, from the tribes of men, 
Selected thee to feel his chastening rod. 
Depart, O leper ! and forget not God ! 

And he went forth — alone ; not one of all 

The many whom he loved, nor she whose name 

Was woven in the fibres of the heart 

Breaking within him now, to come and speak 

Comfort unto him. Yea, he went his way, 

Sick and heart-broken, and alone, to die. Willis. 



105. REIGNS OF JOTHAM AND AHAZ. 
2 Chron. xxvi. 22,23 ; xxvii. 2 Kings xv. 6,7,35-xvi. 1-6. 
Isaiah vii-ix. 

Uzziah died in the second year of Pekah's reign. Jotham 
was then twenty-five years old, and he did that which was right. 
Howbeit the high places were not removed : the people sacri- 
ficed and burned incense still in the high places. He built the 
higher gate of the house of the Lord. He built cities in the 
mountains, and castles, and towers in the forests. He pre- 
vailed against the Ammonites, so that they paid tribute to 
him. He became mighty because he prepared his ways before 
the Lord his God. Isaiah began to prophesy at the beginning 
of his reign. Jotham reigned sixteen years. -Ahaz succeeded 
Jotham as king of Judah ; he not only followed the idolatries 
of the kings of Israel, but he followed other idolatries and 
abominations of the heathen nations. *Micah prophesied in 
this reign : he reproved the princes and prophets of Judah and 
Israel, and said, " Therefore shall Zion for your sake be 
•plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the 
mountain of the house as the high places of the forest." 
JEtezin, king of Syria, and Pekah, king of Israel, -invaded 
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Jerusalem, and besieged Ahaz ; they could not overcome him, 
but Ahaz was afraid when he heard that they were leagued 
together against him. Isaiah was commissioned to say unto 
him, " Take heed, and be quiet ; fear not, neither be faint- 
hearted, because Rezin and Pekah have taken evil counsel 
against thee, saying, " Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, 
and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the 
midst of it. Thus saith the Lord God, It shall not stand 
neither shall it come to pass." Isaiah also predicted, that 
•within three-score-and-five years Israel should not be a people. 

•Isaiah foretold the coming of Christ, saying, " Behold a 
virgin shall bear a son, and they shall call his name -Immanuel ;" 
the people of Zebulun and Naphtali were to see the 'great 
light shine — the light of the -Gospel, or the beginning of the 
•kingdom of Christ. He thus describes the blessed effects of 
Christ's ministry in Israel, — " The people that -walked in dark- 
ness have seen a great light : they that dwell in the land of 
the -shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. Thou 
hast multiplied the nation, wilt thou not increase the joy? 
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as 
men rejoice when they divide the -spoil. For thou hast broken 
the -yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod 
of his oppressor, as in the -day of Midian." Isaiah also pre- 
dicted the future glorious reign of the Saviour, saying, " For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given : and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder : and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the -increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish 
it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Ahaz — 'possessor;' be began to reign 
when he was twenty years old. 

Micah — 'humble;' he was a native of 
Mareshah, a small town in the south of 
Judah. His prophecy is most remarkable 
for the clearnoss with which it predicted 
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the birth-place and personal characteristics 
of the Messiah. 

plowed — it was the practice of ancient 
conquerors to cause a ploughshare to be 
drawn over a conquered and ruined city, to 
denote, insultingly, that it should be nomor© 
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built upon, but be devoted to agriculture. ' 
There is no record of this having been done 
by the Babylonians, but after the overthrow 
of Jerusalem by the Romans, a plough was 
passed over the consecrated ground as a J 
sign of perpetual interdiction. At the pre- 
sent time the hill of Zion is cultivated in 
several spots. 

invaded — they did this in concert, having 
for their object the utter extinction of the 
house of David, and the establishment of a 
new dynasty ; but God confounded their 
purpose, and delivered Jerusalem because of 
his promise to his servant David. Less. 57. 
The allied kings were speedily overtaken in 
their own devices; Lesson 106, 'slew,' 
'conspired.' 

within— before the expiration of that 
time ; it was only from fifty-five to sixty 
years from this time to the colonization of 
Israel by the tribes introduced by Esar- 
h addon ; Less. 108, ' brought men.' 

Isaiah — ' salvation of Jehovah;' he was 
the son of Amoz, whom the Jews say was 
brother to king Amaziah ; he lived during 
the reigns of Ahaz and Hezekiah. His 
prophecies are esteemed as the most sublime 
of the prophetic writings. Isaiah is called 
the '* Evangelical prophet" on account of 
his numerous prophecies concerning Christ 
and the Gospel dispensation. 

Immanud — * God with us.* 

great light— John L 4,5,9; 2 Tim. i. 10; 



Titus ii. 13. Jesus Christ is the great source 
of spiritual light and knowledge. 

Gospel — good words ; pardon, peace, and 
salvation for repentant sinners who believe 
in Jesus. 

kingdom — the moral reign of Christ ; the 
spiritual dominion which faith in the gos- 
pel exercises over man. 

walked in darkness — ow ing to their inter- 
course with the nations on which they 
bordered the people of these tribes became 
lax in religious duties and given to idolatry. 

shadow of death — the neighbouring nations 
rejoiced in the idolatry of the sun ; but, 
instead of imparting spiritual light, this 
degrading worship was the source of the 
moral darkness or shadow which over- 
spread the territory of Zebulun & Naphtali. 
spoil— Less. 53, * spoil,' ' share,' * presents.' 

yoke— Less. 73, ' yoke.' 

day of— Less. 37, * against his fellow ; the 
deliverance was effected by God himself, 
and not by the bow, sword, nor the battle. 

shoulder— he shall bear all the respon- 
sibility, as well as sustain the entire dig- 
nity of undivided rule. 

increase —the extension of Christ's domi- 
nion is also the extension of peace; it is a 
mark therefore of gross ignorance of the 
religion of the Gospel to glory in the suc- 
cesses of military enterprises as a means of 
propagating Christianity. 



PROPHECIES OF THE MESSIAH. 

'•THE PEOPLE THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT." 

Hark ! a glad voice the lonely desert cheers : 
Prepare the way ! a God, a God appears : 
A God, a God! the vocal hills reply, 
The rocks proclaim th' approaching Deity. 

Lo, earth receives him from the bending skies ! 
Sink down, ye mountains! and ye valleys rise ! 
"With heads declin'd, ye cedars, homage pay ; 
Be smooth, ye rocks; ye rapid floods, give way. 

The Saviour comes ! by ancient bards foretold ; 
Hear him, ye deaf; and all ye blind, behold ! 
He from thick films shall purge the visual ray, 
And on the sightless eyeball pour the day. 
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'Tis he th' obstructed paths of sound shall clear, 
And bid new music charm th' unfolding ear ; 
The dumb shall sing, the lame his crutch forego, 
And leap exulting, like the bounding roe. 

No sigh, no murmur, the wide world shall hear, 
From every face he wipes off every tear ; 
In adamantine chains shall death be bound, 
And hell's grim tyrant feel th' eternal wound. 



106. WICKEDNESS AND CAPTIVITY OF AHAZ. 
2 Chron. xxviii. 3-15 ; 24,25. 2 Kings xv. 29 ; xvi.-xvii. 2. 

It is said of the idolatry of Ahaz that he sacrificed and 
burnt incense in the -high places, and on the hills, and under 
every -green tree. Therefore the Lord delivered him into the 
hand of the king of Syria, and he and a great multitude of 
his people were taken captive to Damascus. Ahaz was also 
delivered for his -sins into the hand of Pekah, the king of 
Israel, who slew in Judah 120,000 valiant men in one day, 
and carried away captive 200,000 persons and brought the 
spoil to Samaria. But a prophet of the Lord was there 
named -Oded ; and he went out before the host that came to 
Samaria and said unto them, " Behold, because the Lord God 
of your fathers was wrath with Judah, he hath delivered 
them into your hand, and ye have slain them in a rage that 
reacheth up unto heaven. And now ye purpose to keep under 
the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and bond- 
women unto you : but are there not with you, even with you, 
sins against the Lord your God ? Now, hear me, therefore, 
and deliver the captives again which ye have taken captive of 
your brethren ; for the fierce wrath of the Lord is upon you." 
Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim stood 
up and said unto them that came from the war, " Ye shall 
not bring in the captives hither." So the armed men set 
them at liberty before the princes of Israel, who clothed 
them, and fed them, and put the feeble on asses, and brought 
them to Jericho -to their brethren. -Obadiah prophesied of 
the destruction of Edom, for her -pride, and for her wrongs, 
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and violence to Jacob, saying, " There shall not be any re- 
maining of the house of Esau, for the Lord hath spoken it." 

Rezin, king of Syria, recovered Elath to Syria ; he drove 
the Jews from Elath and the Syrians came and dwelt there. 
Ahaz then sent messengers to -Tiglath-pileser, asking assist- 
ance against Rezin. Ahaz sent the -treasures of the temple, 
and of the king's house to Tiglath-pileser ; and the king of 
Assyria went up against Damascus, and took it. He carried 
the people captive to Kir, and -slew Rezin. Tiglath-pileser 
also invaded Israel; he conquered the -northern parts of 
Canaan, and carried away the inhabitants captive into Assyria. 
The prophecy of Isaiah against Syria and Israel was then 
fulfilled, for the riches of Damascus, and the spoil of Samaria 
were taken away by the king of Assyria. Hoshea -conspired 
against Pekah, and slew him. 

•While Ahaz was at Damascus he saw an altar, the -pattern 
of which he sent to Urijah, that he might make an altar of 
the same kind. Upon this altar, when he returned from 
Damascus, he -offered sacrifice. Ahaz entirely forsook God ; 
he defaced the vessels of the temple, and made altars in 
•every corner of Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, on 
which he burnt incense to false gods. 

After Pekah's death there were wars and disturbances in 
Israel for nine years, when -Hoshea began to reign. He did 
evil in the sight of the Lord. Shalmaneser, the king of 
Assyria, came against him, and compelled him to pay him 
tribute. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



high places — Less. 74, * high places.' 
green tree — Less. 75, 4 groves,' 4 green 
tree.' 

gins — he proceeded so far in wicked- 
ness as to Durn his children in the fire. 
£«es*. 71, * Ammonites.' 

Oded — there was a prophet of this 
name in Judah, in the reign of Asa. 
L,ess. 77.' 

to their brethren — a parallel to this act 
of kindness can scarcely be foond in the 
history of those wars which human 
being* have prosecuted against each 



Obadiah — Servant of Jehovah;' no- 
thing is known of the history of this 
prophet; he speaks of the pride and 
cruelty of the Edomiteg and their des- 
truction, and of the future restoration 
and prosperity of the Jews. 

pride— they gloriejl in the strength 
and security of their rocky fastnesses ; 
Less. 11, ' Idumea,' 13, 4 Mount Seir. 

drove — by the loss of thi* highly 
important port, which had been fortified 
by Uz/iah, the kingdom of Judahwas 
deprived of the chief source of their 



other. foreigu wealth, for by it they had 
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traffic with Arabia, Persia, India, and 
the eastern coast of Africa. Less. 100, 
' Eloth.' 

Tiglath-pileser—' lord of the Tigris 
Less. 102, « Nineveh ;' 101, * Assyria ;' 
he was probably, the son of Pal; 
Less. 104, 4 Pol.' 

treasures — being renewed from time 
to time by spoils taken in war, they 
were generally sufficient, as well as 
available, for the purpose of bribing off 
an assailant or hiring the aid of a for- 
eign power. 

slew — he who had plotted the death 
of Ahaz is now slain, and his kingdom 
absorbed in the rapidly increasing do- 
minion of Assyria. 

northern parts — including the land of 
Naphtali, and parts of Asher, Gad, and 
Manasseh. 

conspired — he who conspired to over- 
throw the purpose of God respecting the 
family of David becomes the victim of 
a conspiracy in bis own kingdom. 



while — Ahaz went to Damascus to 
meet his powerful ally, to congratulate 
him on his successes. Ahaz received 
no advantage from the purchased as- 
sistance of Tiglath-pileser, for the loss 
of the treasures sent him impoverished 
the kingdom, and the conquest of parts 
of Israel — which lay between Judah and 
Assyria, prepared the way for the inva- 
sion of Judah by the Babylonians which 
occurred some time after. Lesson 1 18, 

* taken.' 

pattern — he seems to have been a re- 
fined as well as an abandoned idolater. 

offered — no doubt to propitiate the 
gods of Syria, who, as he supposed, 
were indignant with him for purchasing 
the aid of Tiglath-pileser against Syria. 
This was a heathen practice. Less* 77, 

* against thee.' 

every corner — Less. 83, * gods of the 
hills.' 

Hoshea — * salvation ;' he was the son 
of Elah, and the last of the kings of 
Israel. 



THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD. 

Behold the Lord, adore his name, 

And bow with humble dread; 
His awful judgments walk our streets, 

And strike our comforts dead. 

Our pastures mourn beneath his stroke, 

Our cattle languish round; 
O'er their untasted food they fall 

Expiring on the ground. 

Our towns he visits with his scourge, 

And sweeps our strength away; 
Foul spots soft beauty's form deface, 

And youthful charms decay. 

Our foes against our boasted forts 

With haughty scorn prevail ; 
Through gates of brass they burst their way, 

And all our bulwarks fail. 

Oh ! that the nation thus chastis'd, 

Thy Righteousness might learn, 
And, humbled by thy mighty hand, 

To him that smites them turn. Doddrip*B. 
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107. HEZEKIAHS REFOBMS. 
2 Chron. xxviii. 26-xxx ; 2 Kings xviii. 1-6. 
After the death of Ahaz, his son -Hezekiah began to reign. 
He did that which was right as his father David did. He 
destroyed all kinds of idolatry, and he brake the brazen 
serpent that Moses had made in the wilderness ; for the 
people in those days -burnt incense to it. He trusted in the 
Lord God of Israel, so there was none like him among the 
kings of Judah, before nor after him. He restored the temple 
service, and sent priests into the temple to cleanse it, as well 
as all the holy vessels and altars. The temple was afterwards 
•sanctified by burnt-offerings, and by the worship of the king 
and all the congregation. And the people sang praises to the 
Lord with gladness in the words of David. 

Hezekiah then commanded the people to bring their sacri- 
fices and burnt- offerings into the house of the Lord, and keep 
the -passover ; and he sent -posts throughout his kingdom 
bearing letters from himself, saying, " Ye children of Israel, 
•turn again unto the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 
and he will return to the remnant of you that are escaped out 
of the hand of the kings of Assyria. And be not ye like your 
fathers, and like your brethren, which trespassed against the 
Lord God of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to deso- 
lation, as ye see. Now, be ye not stiff-necked, as your fathers 
were, but yield yourselves unto the Lord, and enter into his 
•sanctuary, which he hath sanctified for ever ; and serve the 
Lord your God, that the fierceness of his wrath may turn away 
from you. For if ye turn again unto the Lord, your brethren 
and your children shall find compassion before them that lead 
them captive, so that they shall come again into this land : for 
the Lord your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn 
away his face from you, if ye return unto him." Some of the 
inhabitants in Ephraim, Manasseh, and Zebulun, mocked the 
messengers, but -others came to Jerusalem. 

Some of those who came to this feast of the passover were 
•not sanctified according to the law of Moses. But Hezekiah 
prayed for them, saying, " The good Lord pardon every one 
t hat prepareth his heart to seek the Lord God of his fathers." 
They kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with 
gxeat gladness. Then they took counsel to keep it other seven 
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days : and all the congregation of Judah, and the congregation 
that came out of the land of Israel, and the strangers also 
rejoiced, for *since the time of Solomon there was not the like 
in Jerusalem. Then the priests and the Levites blessed the 
people, and their voice was heard, and their prayer came 
up to God's holy dwelling place, even to heaven. When all 
this was finished, all Israel that were present went out to the 
cities of Judah, and utterly destroyed all images and altars in 
Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh ; after which they 
returned, every man to his inheritance. 

Then Hezekiah commanded the people that -dwelt in Jeru- 
salem to give the portion of the priests and the Levites, that 
they might be encouraged in the law of the Lord. And as 
soon as the commandment came abroad, the children of Israel 
brought in abundance the -firstfruits of corn,, wine, and oil, and 
honey, and of all the increase of the field ; and the tithe of 
all things brought they in abundantly. Hezekiah wrought 
that which was good, and right, and truth, before the Lord his 
God ; and in every work that he began in the service of the 
house of God, and in the commandments, he prospered, because 
he did it with all his heart. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS 

Hezekiah—* strength of Jehovah ;* he 
was the twelfth king of Judah ; he 
ascended the throne in the twenty-fifth 
year of his age. 

brazen— Less. 27, 'brazen,' 'looked' 
•healed.* 



burnt — the worship of the serpent 
prevailed in many ancient countries, 
especially in Egypt; it exists in India 
at the present day ; its origin is supposed 
to be deprecatory, suggested by a 
traditionary fear of his power to inflict 
injury. The serpent was the symbol of 
power, wisdom, and the healing art; 
under all the modifications of its worship 
it was made the representative of some 



healed. Hezekiah boldly trampled on 
this venerable and interesting relic, 
and upon those feelings of regard with 
which he as well as others naturally 
viewed it, when he perceived the idol- 
atrous tendencies of the people. He 
called it Nehushtan, because he valued 
it only as *a piece of brass.' It had 
stood 726 years, a monument of God's 
mercy to their fathers in the wilderness. 
sanctified — Lesson 20, ' sanctify.' 
passover — this seems to have been the 
first attempt made by any of the kings 
of Judah to call back the subjects oftbe 
kingdom of Israel to the observance of 
the passover in Jerusalem; it is but 



thing good or beneficent. The worship | reasonable to suppose that Hoshea's 
of the Brazen Serpent by the Israelites ! permission had been obtained to allow 
was probably induced by the serpent j Hezekiah's messengers to pass through 
worship of neighbouring nations; and ftis country; Less. 19, 'passover.' 
strengthened by the consideration of (he ' every year ;' 20, ' further instruction*.' 
fact that in the wilderness their wound- 1 posts— king's messengers, men who 
ed ancestors looked upon it and were were light of loot and confidential. 
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turn— he does not ask them to turn 
unto him as their rightful sovereign, 
bat unto the pure worship of Jehovah. 

king*— Less. 104, « Pul,' tribute ;' 106, 
* northern parts. 

sanctuary — * sanctified Less. 69. 

others came — there is no mention of 
any worshippers having come out of the 
tribe of Epnraim ; that powerful tribe, 
characterised from an early date for its 
haughtiness, sustained the idolatry of 
the calves in proud opposition to the 
temple-service. Those who came to 
Jerusalem were from the northern parts, 
(Less. 106) where the ravages of 
Tiglath-pileser had been experienced. 
not sanctified — not ceremonially clean; 
the commandment was urgent, for the 



PRAYER." [975-606 B.C. 

8assover was near. In order to allow 
tie fullest time for the people to pre- 
pare, the passover was deferred from 
the first to the second month, beyond 
which it could not be postponed. 

since the time— because the Ten 
Tribes had been separated from the 
worship of God. 

dwelt in Jerusalem — they had in the 
reign of Ahaz withholden the dues from 
the levites and priests; it was right 
that they should set the example of re- 
suming the payment of them, for, living 
near the temple, they were at no expense 
in attending its services, while they 
profited by the great influx of people 
from all parts of the country. 

first fruits — Less. 32, * forty-eight.' 



SECRET PRAYER. 

Go when the morning shineth — 

Go when the moon is bright — 
Go when the eve declineth — 

Go in the hush of night — 
Go with pure mind and feeling, 

Fling earthly thought away, 
• And in thy chamber kneeling, 

To God, in secret, pray I 

Remember all who love thee — 

All who are loved by thee — 
Pray, too, for those who hate thee > 

If any such there be ! 
Then for thyself in meekness 

A blessing humbly claim, 
And join with each petition 

Thy great Redeemer's name ! 

Or if 'tis here denied thee, 

In solitude to pray ; 
Let holy thoughts come o'er thee, 

When friends are round thy way ! 
E'en then the silent breathing 

Of thy spirit raised above, 
Will reach his throne of glory, 

Who is mercy, truth, and love. 

x 321 



Digitized by 



PEBIOD VI.] GLORY OF THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST. 



0 ! not a joy or blessing, 

With this ean we compare! 
The power that he hath given us 

To pour our souls in prayer! 
Whene'er thou pine'st in sadness, 

Before his footstool fall, 
And remember, in thy gladness, 



108. PROPHECIES OF MICAH. 
Micah iv. 1-5 ; v. 2 ; 2 Kings xvii ; xviii. 9-12. 
Micah also prophesied in the days of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah. He spoke of the peace, glory, and prosperity of the 
future kingdom of Christ in this glowing language, " In the 
'last days it shall come to pass, that the 'mountain of the house 
of the Lord shall be established -in the top of the mountains, 
and it shall be exalted above the hills : and the people shall 
flow unto it. And many nations shall come, and say, Come, 
and -let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob : and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we shall walk in his paths : for the law shall go forth of Zion, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall 
judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off ; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks : nation shall not lilt up a sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. But 
they shall -sit every man under his vine and under his fig-tree ; 
and none shall make them afraid : for the mouth of the Lord 
of hosts hath spoken it. For all people will walk every one 
in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the 
Lord our God for ever and ever. In that day, saith the Lord, 
will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that 
is driven out, and her that I have afflicted ; and I will make 
her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a 
strong nation : and the Lord shall -reign over them in mount 
Zion from henceforth, even for ever." He spoke of the 
ignorance of the people of their duties, and of God's require- 
ments, saying, " Wherewith shall I come before the Lord ? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves o£a 



His grace who gave 




Mrs. Follen. 
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year old ? "Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
or with ten thousands of rivers of oil ? -shall I give my first- 
born for my trangression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul ? He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good ; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God P" He -fore- 
told the birth of Christ at Bethlehem, saying, " But thou, 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be -little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting." 

-Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, found Hoshea conspiring with 
•So, king of Egypt, to throw off his yoke ; for he brought no 
tribute as he had done year by year. Therefore the king of 
Assyria shut him up and bound him in prison, in the sixth 
year of his reign over Israel. Hosea, the prophet, then called 
on the people to trust in the Lord ; he said, " O Israel, thou 
hast destroyed thyself : but in me is thine help. I will be 
•thy king ; where is any other that may save thee in all thy 
cities P and thy judges of whom thou saidst, Give me a king 
and princes P I -gave thee a king in mine anger, and -took him 
away in my wrath." But the people would not repent, wherefore 
the Lord sent Shalmaneser against them, and he besieged 
Samaria three years. In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king 
of Israel, Shalmaneser took Samaria, and carried the people 
of Israel away and -placed them in Assyria, and in the cities of 
the Medes. God suffered them to be thus taken captive for 
their sins against him ; they had forsaken God, served idols, 
and rejected his prophets. The king of Assyria -brought men 
from Babylon to dwell in the cities of Samaria, who feared 
not the Lord. God sent lions among them which slew some 
of them. Then the king sent one of the priests of the land 
into Samaria, to teach the people. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

In the top — above all rival claims upon 
the holy sympathies of mankind. 

let uk go — the Turkinh power stands 
in the way of the literal accomplishment 
of this prophecy; bat it is generally 



last days — the times of the Gospel 
Dispensation. 

mountain — Moriah; used figuratively 
of the exaltation, stability, enlargement, 
and glory of the Christian church. 
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PERIOD VI.] NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

considered that the removal of that 
barrier is near at hand. 

shall judge— *t present injustice pre- 
vails over the principles of troth: a 
change is however at hand. The full 
completion of this prophecy will take 
place when the last of the tout great 
monarchies is destroyed; Lesson 125, 
'successive kingdoms.' 

beat— -universal peace shall character- 
ize the reign of the Prince of Peace ; 
this accomplishment mast be fo tare, for 
nations have not yet submitted to his 
rule ; there is, however, a general mis- 

fiving as to the utility ol war to pro- 
nce peace. 

git— in harmony, happiness, security, 
and industry; Less. 38, « fig-tree;' 71, 
* under his own.* 

A<*J/e/A-rthose that deviate from the 
way* of God, and *valk not according to 
his word. 

gather — a prediction of the retain of 
the Jews tram their dispersions to 
Jerusalem. 

reign — some authorities interpret this 
literally, and maintain that Christ shall 
Teiirn personally in Jerusalem, while 
others believe that the prophecy is 
figurative, and means only that. Jesus 
shall reign by his word and Spirit in his 
ordinances. 

shall I come— Lesson 45, * hath the 
Lord.' 

shall i give— though this would be a 
sacrifice at once revolting to humanity 
and abominahleto God, yet the heathens 
were guilty of sach sacrifices. Less. 38, 
* sacrifice 89, * eldest son.' 

foretold— the Scribes and Pharisees 
understood this prophecy of the birth of 
the Messiah, as appears from Matthew 
ii. 5.6. 

little — Both the city and family of 
David were in a mean condition at the 
time of Christ's birth; bat God hon 
oared their * low estate.' 

Shaimaneser— he succeeded Tiglath- 
pileser, and was probnbly his son. 

tHo — he is also colled Sabacon ; he was 
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an Ethiopian adventurer who invaded 
Egypt, and took possession of the throne. 

thy king — God graciously offers to 
supply the place of Hoshea for the good 
of his oppressed though still offending 
people. Less. 43, * rejected ;' 44, 4 all/ 

gave— took — referring to Saul and 
Hoshea. I gave you Saul, though I 
was displeased with you, I will take 
away Hoshea, and end your kingdom. 

placed them— the great body of the 
captives were transported to the borders 
of the Caspian Sea, the remotest dis- 
trict in the north of Media. On the 
smooth perpendicular surface of a 
mountain between Babylon and Hh ma- 
dan, the ancient capital of Media, there 
is a sculpture representing a king, 
attended by his generals, receiving the 
homage of ten captives, supposed to 
represent the ten tribes ; the first of the 
ten is prostrate, upon whom the king 
rests his feet ; the others are tied by a 
rope passing from neck to neck. Less. 
84, 'ropes.' 

taken captive— foretold by Moses; 
Less. 29, « foretold.' 

brought men — thus was the prediction 
of Isaiah lolly verified ; Less. 105, 
< within ;' for not only were the original 
inhabitants far removed from their 
country, but their inheritance was givea 
to others. 

'lions — the disturbances which had so 
long prevailed in Israel gave a check to 
agriculture, and spots formerly under 
cultivation became desert, hence the 
natural cause for the increase of wild 
animals. Lions do not now exist ia 
Palestine. Less. 40, ' lion. 1 

to teach— that the God of the Hebrews 
was a true God the heathen nations did 
not doubt, but they limited his power 
and influence to his country , Less. Si, 
' gods of the hills.' The new inhabitants 
of Samaria, believing that the worship 
of their native gods was an offence to 
the God of Israel, as a punishment for 
which the lions bad been sent nroce* 
them, sent for one of the priests (of lb* 
calves) to teach them the worship of 
J< hovah. 
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HEZEK1AH RESISTS ASSYRIA. 



[975-606 B.C. 



GOSPEL PROMISES. 



*«COME AND LET US GO OP TO THE MOUVTAIN OF THC LORD.* 



To this the joyful nations round, 
All tribes and tongues shall flow: 

** Ascend the hill of God," — they say, 
"And to his temple go!" 

The beam that shines on Sion's hill 

Shall lighten every land, 
The king that reigns in Sion's towers 

Shall all the world command. 

No strife shall vex Messiah's reign, 

Or mar the peaceful years; 
To ploughshares shall they beat their swords, 

To pruning hooks their spears. 

No longer host encountering host 

Their millions slain deplore; 
They hang the useless helm on high, 

And study war no more. 

Come then, oh come from every land, 

To worship at his shrine ; 
And walking in the light of God, 

With holy beauty shine. 



109. HEZEKIAH RESISTS ASSYRIA; HIS ILLNESS. 
2 Kings xviii. 7,8,13-16 & 2 Chron. xxxii 1-8. • 

The Lord was with Hezekiah in all things and prospered 
him whithersoever he went forth. He -rebelled against the 
king of Assyria, and he -smote the Philistines even to Gaza. 
At this time -Nahum prophesied of the ruin and desolation of 
Nineveh, and denounced its crimes of lying and robbery. 
Isaiah prophesied against Tyre, " the mart of nations," which 
should be destroyed, and also against Bain/Ion, " the glory of 
kingdoms," which he said should be swept " with the besom 
of 'destruction." 

In the fourteenth year of Hezekiah's reign Sennacherib, king 



Behold the mountain of the Lord 

In latter days shall rise, 
Shall tower above the meaner hills, 

And draw the wondering eyes. 



Loo AN. 
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PERIOD VL] HEZEKIAH'S ILLNESS, HIS LIFE LENGTHENED. 

of Assyria, came against the 'fenced cities of Judah and took 
them. Hezekiah strengthened Jerusalem for a siege, and 
built up walls and towers, and encouraged the people, saying, 
" With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God, 
to help us, and to fight our battles." 'Afterwards, he acknow- 
ledged to Sennacherib that he had offended, and offered to pay 
him tribute. Sennacherib appointed him *to pay three-hundred 
talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. And Hezekiah 
gave him the treasures from the house of the Lord, and from 
the king's house and he cut off the gold from the doors, and 
the pillars of the temple, and gave it to him. In those days 
Hezekiah was sick unto death. The prophet Isaiah came to 
him, and announced this message from the Lord, " Set thine 
house in order, for 'thou shalt die, and not live." Hezekiah 
turned his face to the *wall and *wept, and prayed to the 
Lord, saying, " I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I 
have walked before thee in truth, with a perfect heart, and have 
done that which was good in thy sight." Isaiah departed, 
but was commissioned to return, and tell him that God had 
heard his prayer, and seen his tears, and he would heal him, 
and on the third day he should go up to the house of the 
Lord. He was also to announce to him that God would add 
•fifteen years to his life, and deliver him from the king of 
Assyria. Isaiah directed that a lump of figs should be laid 
upon the boil. Hezekiah asked for a sign that he should 
recover. Isaiah inquired if he would have the shadow on the 
•dial to go forward ten degrees, or backward ten degrees. 
Hezekiah said, let the shadow return backward ten degrees. 
Isaiah cried unto the Lord, and he -brought the shadow ten 
degrees backward, by which it had gone down in the dial of 
Ahaz. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



rebelled — not against any treaties 
made by himself, bat against the bond- 
age to which his father had submitted, 
and which operated against Hezekiah's 
independence. Lesson 106. 

emote — like David and Uzziah (Less. 
66 and 100) he assailed such of them as 
had taken possession of parts of his 
kingdom, and dislodged them. 

326 



Nehum — 4 comforter he was a 
native of Elkosh, a village in Galilee. 
His prophecy against Nineveh, and of 
the future downfall of the Assyrian 
empire, would console the brethren of 
the captives in Judea, and afford them 
a prospect of tbeir ultimate liberation. 

mart — market; Less. 56 and 123, 
'Tyre.' 
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dettruction — the researches of modern 
travellers corroborate the truth of this 
prediction ; the site of Babylon has for 
many years been forsaken by man : all its 
gorgeous palaces and temples lie in 
ruins, and are the resort of wild beasts ; 
the boles and caverns formed by the 
ruins are the dens of lions, jackals, 
hy*na*, lizards, bats, owls, and other 
wild animals. 

Sennacherib — he was the son of Shal- 
mnneser ; he reigned but four years. 

fenced — defended by fortresses. 

Afterwards — after many of the forti- 
fied towns of Judah had been taken; 
Hezekiah probably feared that for some 
sin God was about to deliver him into 
the band of the king of Assyria. 
to pay — about £248,000. of our money. 

Mom shalt die — intimating that his 
disease was mortal. 

wall — his bed or sofa was probably in 
the corner, the place of honour accord- 
ing to eastern notions ; a person so 
placed is separated from the company 
present, and shielded by the wall on 
two sides. Less. 52, « sit ;' 85, < bed ;' 
88, « down.' 

wept — Lesson 97, ' wept.' 
fifteen years — to no other man was it 
ever granted to view the approach of 
death with certain knowledge. The 
prolongation of his life was desirable 



{ THE SIGN OF THE DIAL." [975-606 B.C. 

in a political view, for at that time there 
was no direct heir to the crown. 

lump of figs — plasters of moist figs, 
compounded with other substances, were 
commonly used for healing boils ; but 
the ulcer of Hezekiah was esteemed 
deadly, and a lump of dry figs was sub- 
stituted for the usual plaster; the cure 
being suddenly effected, it was evident 
that it was miraculous and not natural. 

dial — a sun-dial; probably a pillar 
erected in the centre of an open area, 
upon the pavement of which lines and 
figures indicated the progress of the 
son's shadow. 

brought — backward — it is not said 
whether the motion of the earth was 
arrested so as to cause the shadow to 
turn back, or whether the sun's ravs 
were so disposed as to produce the 
effect. The phenomenon was observed 
at Babylon and in Egypt, and the 
heathen were thus instructed that their 
great idol was but a creature in Je- 
hovah's band, and under his control. 



GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Babylon— the great city which was 
the metropolis of the Babylonian em- 
pire; it was situated on the river 
Euphrates, and was celebrated both for 
its extent and its magnificent buildings. 
Terrible denunciations against Babylon 
were uttered by the prophets, especially 
Isaiah ; and their predictions have been 
fulfilled. 



THE SIGN OF THE DIAL. 

« SO THE SUN RETURNED TEN DEGREES, BY WHICH DEGREES IT WAS GONE DOWN." 

'Tis true, of old th' unchanging sun 
His daily course refus'd to run, 

The pale moon hurrying to the west 
Paus'd at a mortal's call, to aid 
Th' avenging storm of war, that laid 
Seven guilty realms at once on earth's defiled breast 

But can it be, one suppliant tear 
Should stay the ever-moving sphere? 

A sick man's lowly-breathed sigh, 
When from the world he turns away, 
And hides his weary eyes to pray, 
Should change your mystic dance, ye wanderers of the sky? 
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PERIOD VI.] EMBASSY FROM BABYLON TO HEZEKIAH. 

Father and Lover of our souls! 
Though darkly round thine anger rolls, 

Thy sunshine smiles beneath the gloom, 
Thou seek'st to warn us, not confound, 
Thy showers would pierce the harden'd ground, 
And win it to give out its brightness and perfume. 

Thou smil'st on us in wrath, and we, 
Even in remorse, would smile on Thee ; 

The tears that bathe our offer'd hearts, 
We would not have them stain'd and dim, 
But dropped from wings of seraphim, 
All glowing with the light accepted Love imparts. 

Keble. 



110. SENNACHEKIB'S INVASION. 
2 Kings xix. 35-37 ; xx. 12-19. 
•Berodach-baladan, the son of the king of Babylon, heard 
that Hezekiah -had been sick, and he sent letters, and a 
present to Hezekiah. Hezekiah shewed the messengers all 
his precious things : his silver, gold, spices, armour, and every 
thing he had. Isaiah came and inquired of Hezekiah whence 
the messengers came ; and what they wanted ? Hezekiah told 
him, and also that he had shown them all his treasures. 
Isaiah then said unto Hezekiah, u Hear the word of the Lord : 
behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that 
which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be 
carried into Babylon : nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. 
And thy -sons shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon." Hezekiah said, " -Good is the word of the Lord 
which thou hast spoken... Is it not good if peace and truth be 
in -my days ?" 

Sennacherib again invaded Judah. He sent his servants to 
Jerusalem, but he himself laid siege to Lachish. His captains 
— Tartan, Babsaris, and Rabshakeh, boasted of Sennacherib's 
victories over other nations. They said their -gods were not 
able to deliver them from his power, and they railed against 
the God of Jerusalem, as against the gods of the people of the 
earth, which were the work of the hands of man. Hezekiah 
was comforted by this message from Isaiah, " Be not afraid of 
the words which thou hast heard, with which the servants of 
328 
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HEZEKIAH'S PRAYER — THE ANSWER. [975-606 B.C. 

the king of Assyria have blasphemed me, Behold I will send 
a blast upon him, and he shall hear a -rumour, and shall return 
to his own land, and I will cause him -to fall by the sword in 
his own land." And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and 
said, " O Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between the 
cherubims, thou art the God, even thou hast made heaven and 
earth. Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, Lord, 
thine eyes, and see : and hear the words of Sennacherib, which 
hath sent him to reproach the living God. Of a truth, Lord, 
the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands, 
and have cast their gods into the fire : for they were no gods, 
but the work of men's hands, wood and stone : therefore they 
have destroyed them. Now therefore, O Lord our God, I be- 
seech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that thou art the Lord God even thou 
only." In answer to this prayer, Isaiah was to say concerning 
the king of Assyria, " He shall not come into this city, nor 
shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast 
a -bank against it." And the angel of the Lord went forth and 
smote in the camp of the Assyrians a-hundred-and-fourscore- 
and-five-thousand ; in the morning this vast number was found 
to be all dead corpses. Sennacherib returned to Nineveh, and 
as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god -he was 
slain by two of his sons. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Berodach-baladan, or Merodach-baladan ; a 
name compounded of the names of two of 
the gods worshipped in Babylon, namely 
Merodach and Bel, to which is added ad an 
or Lord. m It was usual for the Babylonian 
kings to take their names and titles from the 
idols they worshipped. This is the first 
king of Babylon we read of, his predecessors 
having been viceroys to the kings of As- 
syria. He and the prefects of Media and 
Armenia, and other nations tributary to 
Assyria, threw off their yoke simultaneously. 

had been tide— the miracle of the shadow 
of the dial, which had accompanied Heze- 
Idah's recovery, must have been of great 
interest to a scientific people like the 
Babylonians. 



shewed — he was highly flattered by an 
embassy from so celebrated and distant a 
place as Babylon, and he shewed the 
messengers every respect and attention ; he 
was also glad to receive the friendly recogni- 
tion of a sovereign who, like himself, had 
renounced the Assyrian yoke. 

tons— grand -children are also included; 
Lesson 83, 4 children.' 

eunuchs — state servants; attendants in 
the palaces and harems of eastern kings and 
princes ; thus was Hezekiah's pride and 
ostentatious display of his riches and honour 
to be punished. 

Good — my daps— an interesting exemplifi- 
cation of oriental submission. 
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PERIOD VI.] " DESTRUCTION OF SENNACHERIB." 



again— cuppoted to have bean about three 
yean later than the expedition mentioned 
in the last lesson. 
godt— Leason 83, * gods of the hills.* 
a Mart — the hot suffocating south-wind, 
called the Simoom of the desert, was made 
additionally destructive to effect the Lord's 
will 

rumour -he heard that Tirhakah, the 
Ethiopian king of Upper Egypt, was march- 
ing against him with an immense army. 

to fM— to be slain. 

bctwem— Les.23, 'mercy-seat,' 'cherubim.' 



bcmk — a mound of earth* bricks, Ate. 
thrown up for the defence of soldiers while 
besieging a city. 

angel— the * messenger' of Jehovah's 
indignation was the pestilential wind refer- 
red to above—' a blast* 

he uxu tUtin e xasperated by the loss of 

his army, he behaved with great severity 
to the captive Israelite*. His career was 
soon closed, for his tyrannical conduct 
excited his wicked sons to become parricides. 
They slew him, and the prophecy of Isaiah 
was accomplished in every point. 



DESTRUCTION OF SENNACHERIB. 

«l WILL SEND A BLAST UPON HIM." 

The Assyrian came down like the wolf on the fold, 
And his cohorts were gleaming with purple and gold, 
And the sheen of their spears was like stars on the sea, 
When the blue waves roll nightly on deep Galilee. 

Like the leaves of the forest when summer is green, 
That host with their banners at sunset were seen ; 
Like the leaves of the forest when autumn hath blown, 
That host on the morrow lay wither'd and strown. 

For the angel of death spread his wings on the blast, 
And breathe'd on the face of the foe as he pass'd, 
And the eyes of the sleepers wax'd deadly and chill, 
And their hearts but once heav'd, and for ever grew still ! 

And there lay the steed with his nostril all wide, 
But through it there roll'd not the breath of his pride; 
And the foam of his gasping lay white on the turf, 
And cold as the spray of the jock-beating suit 

And there lay the rider distorted and pale, 
With the dew on his brow and the rust on his mail, 
And the tents were all silent, the banners alone, 
The lances unlifted, the trumpet unblown. 

And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wail, 
And the idols are broke in the temple of Baal; 
And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword, 
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord. 

Bteoh. 
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111. PROPHECIES. HEZEKIAH'S DEATH. 



Isaiah xl, xlii, xliv, liii, lx-xlv. 2 Chron. xxxii. 27-33. 

Isaiah prophesied of many things that were to come to pass 
in the Jewish nation. Some of the events he predicted were 
then near at hand, others were very distant. He spoke of the 
coming of John the Baptist as the -forerunner of Christ, in 
these words, " The voice of him that -crieth in the wilderness, 
prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low : and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough places plain : and the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." Of the 
Redeemer he said, " Behold, the Lord God will come with 
-strong hand, and -his arm shall rule for him : behold, his 
reward is with him, and his work before him. He shall -feed 
his flock like a shepherd ; he shall -gather the lambs with his 
arm, and -carry them in his bosom, and shall gently -lead those 
that are with young/' He said that Christ would be the light 
of the -Gentiles, to open their eyes, and to bring them out of 
the "prison-house of ignorance and sin. He thus spoke of the 
sufferings of the Saviour, " He is -despised and rejected of men ; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief : and we -hid as it 
were our faces from him ; he was despised and we esteemed 
him not. Surely he hath -borne our griefs, and -carried our 
sorrows : yet we did -esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities : the -chastisement of our peace was 
upon him ; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way ; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he -opened 
not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment : and 
•who shall declare his generation ? for he was cut oflf out of the 
land of the living : for the trangression of my people was he 
stricken. And he made his grave with the -wicked, and with 
the -rich in his death ; -because he had done no violence, neither 
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PERIOD VI.] ISAIAH'S PROPHECIES OF THE MESSIAH. 

was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it -pleased the Lord to bruise 
him: he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his 
soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall -prolong 
his days, and the -pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hand. He shall see of the -travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied : by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 
many : for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I 
divide him -a portion with the great, and he shall divide the 
•spoil with the strong ; because he hath poured out his soul 
unto death : and he was numbered with the transgressors ; 
and he bare the sin of many, and made -intercession for the 
transgressors." Isaiah also spoke of the messengers of the 
gospel of Christ, saying, " How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings of good, that 
publisheth salvation ; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth." 
He predicted the coming of -Cyrus to perform God's pleasure ; 
who would cause Jerusalem, and the temple, to be rebuilt. 
He invites all to look to the Lord and be saved, because, " He 
is God, and there is none else." 

He also foretold the great extension of the Gospel in the 
latter days, when the abundance of the nations, and the power 
and glory of their kings, shall be devoted to the Lord. Then 
Jerusalem shall be called the city of the Lord, the Zion of the 
Holy One of Israel. Then violence shall no more be heard, 
nor wasting and destruction be in the land. The days of mourn- 
ing shall be ended ; for the people shall all be righteous, and 
shall inherit the land for ever. He that is appointed to bring 
all this happiness upon the earth is Christ, who shall comfort 
all who mourn, tread down the enemies of his saints, redeem 
his people, and bring in the -glorious year of the Lord. 

Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and honour, he made 
himself treasuries for silver, and gold, and precious stones : 
storehouses for the increase of corn and wine and oil, and stalls 
for all manner of beasts and flocks. He made a -water-course 
to the city of David ; and God prospered him in all his worka. 
"When he died he was buried in the chief of the -sepulchres of 
the sons of David, and Judah and Jerusalem did him honour 
at his death. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [975-606 B.C. 



forerunner— one who goes befdre 
another to make ready for him and to 
prepare others for his coming. 

crieth in the wilderness — when eastern 
monarchs were about to commence an 
important expedition, they sent har- 
bingers before them, especially through 
desert regions, to open passes, level 
roads, and to proclaim their approach. 

*/rowg hand — an exhibition of mighty 
power and majesty. 

his arm— he shall rule for himself, 
not delegating his authority to others. 
Less. 57," 'ruler.' 

feed— -the word means to tend, guide, 
and protect from danger, as well as to 
provide pasture and drink. 

gather — carry — lead — the greatest 
skill, vigilance, and tenderness are re- 

J aired and exercised by eastern shep- 
erds in the management of the large 
flocks confided to their care; their 
flocks roam over extensive wastes all 
day long, the shepherds have to accom- 
pany them, leading them to green pas- 
tures and fountains of water, choosing 
convenient places of shelter for them 
at noon, gathering them near their tents 
as night approaches, and if danger is 
apprehended, enclosing them in a fold. 
Constant removals to new pastures are 
requisite, and it is interesting to see 
the shepherds carrying such of the 
lambs as are exhausted in their arms, 
and gently leading those that are with 
young. 

light — Lesson 105, « great light.' 

Gentiles — all the nations that were 
not Israelites; this prophecy predicted 
the breaking up of the Mosaic dispen- 
sation, and the extension ol the bless- 
ings of the gospel to all people irrespec- 
tive of their language, geographical 
situation, or social condition. 

prison-house — as those imprisoned are 
debarred from the exercise of liberty, 
so those whose minds are beclouded 
with ignorance and sin cannot enjoy 
the liberty of the sons of God. 

despised and rejected — a general de- 
ft -ription of our Lord's rejection and 
c idition during his abode on earth. 



Aid— turned from him with aversion 
and contempt 

borne— as one bears the load which 
oppresses another. 1 Peter ii. 24. 

carried— like the scape-goat carrying 
the sins of the nation into a solitary 
land. Lev. xvi. 20-22. 

esteem — thought ; this was the error 
committed by Job's friends. Lesson 
11, * aggravated.' 

chastisement — the punishment neces- 
sary to procure peace for us and in us. 

laid — caused to meet ; on him all the 
sins of mankind converged, and their 
punishment also. Alluding to the 
custom, in making atonement, of laying 
hands on the sacrifice; illustrated in 
the law of the scape-goat. Lev. xvi. 
20-22. 

opened not — neither to complain of 
God because of his severe inflictions, 
nor to God because of his ill-treatment 
by man. 

who shall declare — he was of such 
high and unspeakable dignity, that 
neither men nor angels can declare his 
generation. 

wicked — crucified malefactors were 
buried near the places of execution ; this 
was designed by his enemies for our 
Saviour. 

rich — the intention of his enemies was 
overruled, and, by a special privilege, his 
body was laid in the tomb of a rich man. 
because — though. 

pleased— it was according to God's 
will ; we say of nfflictions that it pleased 
the Lord to send them. Lam. iii. 33. 

see— in the moment of excruciating 
agony he saw that his sufferings and 
death would save myriads, who should 
afterwards acknowledge him as their 
Saviour. Psalm xxii. 30. 

prolong — the days of the Messiah's 
reign shall tar outnumber the years of 
all the princes that ever ruled on earth. 

pleasure — that is the redemption of 
man from sin and condemnation. Ezek. 
xxxiii. 11 ; 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
travail— pain, suffering. 
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• THE MAN OF SORROWS. 



PERIOD VI.] 



satisfied — because the reward shall be 
glorious and perpetual. 

a portion — the multitudes of the na- 
tions are given him for his inheritance 
and rule. 

spoil — the strong and powerfnl despoil 
the poor and weak ; but Christ shall 
take bis share from those mighty 
oppressors. 

many — used for all mankind. 

intercession— prayers, supplication for 
others. 



Cyrus — foretold byname one-hundred 
years before his birth. 

God? s pleasure — the redemption of his 
people from captivity in Babylon. 

glorious year — commonly called the 
millennial day of glory. 

water-course — a new aqueduct to 
supply Jerusalem with water. 

sepulchres — Less. 55, 1 sepulchre f 65, 
' buried j' 9T, 4 let down.' 



THE MAN OF SORROWS. 

«HE IS DESPISED AND REJECTED OF MEN." 

Despised is the Man of Grief, 
Rejected, and denied belief, 
By them whose sorrows He hath borne, 
For whose transgression He is torn, 
Whose mortal weakness He hath worn. 

The mighty One the Son of God, 
Hath humbly kiss'd affliction's rod, 
That by His stripes we might be heaTd, 
Our pardon by His blood be seaPd, 
And boundless mercy stand revealed. 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
And turn'd aside from wisdom's way, 
But He hath saved us from our sin ; 
Our God the ransom-Lamb hath been, 
Our God hath saved us from our sin! 

Oh let us cast each vice away, 
Which thus the Son of God could slay ! 
With contrite heart and weeping eye 
Behold the Saviour's cross on high, 
And every sin and folly fly! 



Ill MANASSEH'S IDOLATRY AND REPENTANCE. 
2 Kings xxi. 1-18 ; 2 Chron. xxxiii. 
•Manasseh succeeded Hezekiah at the early age of twelve 
years. He walked not in the good ways of his father, Heze- 
kiah, for he restored all kinds of idolatry : he built an altar 
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CAPTIVITY OF MANASSEH. HIS REPENTANCE. [975-606 B.C. 



for -Baal, made a grove, worshipped the -host of heaven, and 
built altars for the host of heaven in the -courts of the temple. 
He set a graven image in the house of which the Lord had 
spoken to David and Solomon, saying, " In this house, and in 
Jerusalem which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, 
will I put my name for ever." Manasseh seduced Judah to 
do more evil than the nations whom the Lord destroyed before 
the children of Israel ; and he filled Jerusalem with 'innocent 
blood. -God spake to Manasseh and his people and they 
would not hearken. Then God said he would deliver them 
into the hands of their enemies ; and that they should become 
a 'prey and a -spoil to all their enemies. So he brought upon 
them the host of the -king of Assyria, and they drew Manasseh 
through -thorns, bound him in fetters, and carried him -to 
Babylon. 

When Manasseh was in affliction he humbled himself 
greatly before the God of his fathers, and -prayed unto him. 
The Lord heard his supplication, and -again brought him to 
his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord, he was 
God. He repaired Jerusalem, took away the strange gods, 
and the idol out of the house of the Lord, and all the altars that 
he had built, and cast them out of the city. And he repaired 
the altar of the Lord, and sacrificed thereon peace-offerings and 
thank-offerings, and 'commanded Judah to serve the God of 
Israel. Still the people sacrificed in the high places, but only 
unto the Lord their God. After a reign of fifty years, Man- 
asseh died and was buried in the -garden of his own house, in 
the garden of Uzza : and -Anion his son reigned in his stead. 
Amon was two-and- twenty years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. He did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, as did Manasseh his 
father : for Amon sacrificed unto all the carved images which 
Manasseh his father had made, and served them ; and hum- 
bled not himself before the Lord ; but Amon trespassed more 
and more. And his servants -conspired against him, and -slew 
him in his own house. But the people of the land slew all 
them that had conspired against Amon ; and they made Josiah 
his son king in his stead. 



335 




PERIOD VI.J " FERVENT VOWS AND PETITIONS." 

Manasseh—' forgetting he mast have 
been born the third year after Heze- 
kiah's illness ; owing to his youth he 
was probably led astray by the princes, 
many of whom still adhered to the idol- 
atries practised in the reign of Ahaz; 
Less. 98, ' princes.' 

Baal— Less. 33, * Baal.' 

grove — Less. 75, 1 groves.' 

host of heaven — Less. 33, ' Ashtaroth 
78, * Zidonians.' 

courts— Less. 68, ' temple/ 

innocent blood— hem. 98, * require it :» 
it is believed that the prophet Isaiah 
was among those slain by Mana.«seh, and 
that he was sawn asunder; bnt there 
is no sacred record of this. Heb. xi. 37. 

God spake — by his servants the pro- 
phets. 

prey— Less. 101, Morn.' 

spoil — Less. 53 <fc 105, * spoil.' 

king — this was Esarhaddon, called 
Asnapper in Ezra iv. 10, by whom the 
colonists from Samaria were brought 
over : Less. 108, * brought* The royal 
family in Babylon having become ex- 
tinct, the Assyrian king again brought 
that city under his yoke ; there he heard 
of all the treasures which had been seen 



in Jerusalem (Less. 110) which induced 
him to come up and besiege it. 

thorns — some suppose that he had 
hidden himself in a thicket when he was 
captured; some that he was scourged 
with thorns, a common mode of torture 
in the East; while others believe that 
the word rendered * thorns' only means 
that he was taken alive. 

to Babylon — Isaiah's prediction (Les. 
110) began to be fulfilled. 

prayed — Less. 69, 'prayed for;' the 
prayer of Manasseh, which is in the 
apocryphal books of the Old Testament, 
expresses in the strongest possible terms 
the greatness of his guilt, misery, and 
repentance. 

again brought— twelve years after his 
removal from Jerusalem. 

commanded — he endeavoured to bring 
his people back to the service of God, 
whom he himself had misled to the ser- 
vice of idols. 
garden- 
Amon— 

conspired— Less. 99, ' conspired j* 100, 
' When he turned.' 
slew — Less. 99, ' the law.' 



-Less. 55, 'sepulchre.' 
' mechanic' 
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FERVENT VOWS AND PETITIONS. 
In darkness willingly I strayed ; 

I sought Thee, yet from Thee I rov'd; 
For wide my wandering thoughts were spread 

Thy creatures more than Thee I lov'd: 
And now, if more at length I see, 
'Tis through thy light, and comes from Thee. 

Give to my eyes refreshing tears, 

Give to my heart chaste hallow'd fires; 

Give to my soul, with filial fears, 

The love that all heaven's host inspires ; 

That all my powers, with all their might, 

In thy sole glory may unite. 

Thee will I love, my Joy, my Crown ! 

Thee will I love, my Lord, my God ! 
Thee will I love, though all may frown, 

And thorns and hriers perplex my road 
Yea, when my flesh and heart decay, 
Thee shall 1 love in endless day. 
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IDOLATBY DESTROYED IN JUDAH AND ISRAEL. [975-606 B.C. 



113. JOSIAH S GOOD REIGN. 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 2 Kings xxii-xxiii. 23. 



•Josiah began to reign at eight years old. He walked in all 
the ways of David his father, while he was yet young, for in 
the eighth year of his reign, he began to seek after the God of 
David his father ; and in the twelfth year he began to purge 
Judah and Jerusalem from every kind of idolatry. And the 
people brake down the altars of Baalim in his presence ; and 
the images were cut down ; and the groves, and the -carved 
images, and the molten images, he brake in pieces, and made 
dust of them, and strewed it upon the graves of them that had 
sacrificed unto them. And he burnt the -bones of the priests 
upon their altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. And 
so did he in the -cities of Manasseh, and Ephraim, and Simeon, 
even unto Naphtali ; he then returned to Jerusalem. In the 
eighteenth year of his reign Josiah sent three of the chief men 
of the city to repair the house of the Lord. The king's mes- 
sengers obtained the money that was brought into the house 
of God, which the Levites that kept the doors had gathered, 
and they delivered it into the hand of the workmen ; and the 
men did the work faithfully. A book of the law of the Lord 
given by Moses was found by Hilkiah, in the temple, and it 
was carried to the king, and read to him by Shaphan the 
scribe. When the king heard it he rent his clothes for grief, 
because the fathers of Judah had not kept the word of the 
Lord. He sent unto Huldah the prophetess to know the 
Lord's will respecting Judah and Jerusalem ; and Huldah 
returned this answer, " Tell ye the man that sent you unto 
me, Thus saith the Lord, Behold -I will bring evil upon this 
place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the -curses 
that are written in the book which they have read before the 
king of Judah: because they have forsaken me, and have 
burned incense to other gods, that they might provoke me to 
anger with all the works of their hands ; therefore my wrath 
shall be poured upon this place, and shall not be quenched. 
And as for the king of Judah who sent you to enquire of the 
Lord, so shall ye say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, Because thine heart was -tender, and thou didst humble 
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PERIOD VI.] THE BOOK OF THE LAW BEAD. 

thyself before God, when thou heardest his words against this 
place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and didst rend thy 
clothes, and weep before me ; T have even heard thee also, 
saith the Lord. Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and 
thou shalt be gathered to thy grave -in peace, neither shall 
thine eyes see all the evil that I will bring upon this place, 
and upon the inhabitants of the same." Josiah then assem- 
bled all the elders of Judah in the temple, and the words of 
the book were read to them ; and the king and the people 
made a covenant to walk after the Lord, and to keep his 
commandments. The king then destroyed every place, altar, 
and custom of idolatry throughout the land. He brake down 
the altar at Bethel, and thus -fulfilled the prophecy of the man 
of God of Judah, to whose bones he shewed -respect. He slew 
all the idolatrous priests, and he kept a -greater feast of the 
passover than had been kept since the days of Samuel. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Josiah — foretold by name 330 year* 
before bis birth: Less. 74, * Josiah.' He 
was the fifteenth king of Judah. 

eighth — the young people of the East 
are much more precocious than those of 
the west ; at sixteen, boys are con- 
sidered competent for many of the duties 
of manhood. 

carved — molten — Less. 34, 'graven,' 
' molten.' 

strewed — thereby defiling or dishon- 
ouring them. 

bones — they were easily discovered by 
the inscriptions upon the tomb- stones; 
oi perhaps a separate sepulchre had 
been allotted for the interment of the 
priests. 

cities of— he went throughout Sam- 
aria also, to the very extremity of the 
land of Israel; putting: down idolatry 
even among the nations who now 
colonized that country, though they 
were not of the children of Israel. 

failhfully — they were men of such 
approved honesty, that " there was no 
reckoning made" of the money that was 
delivered into their hands. 
found— this copy had probably been 
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in use in the temple service, and was, in 
the time of Manasseh's persecution and 
idolatry, either thrust aside by the ruth- 
less idolaters who ravaged the house of 
God, or concealed by one of the priests 
who afterwards fell a victim. It is not 
to be supposed that it was the only book 
of the law then extant, but that it was 
an ancient and authentic copy, if not the 
original written by Moses. From the 
time of Moses to that of Josiah was 
much less than 1000 years, and there 
are manuscripts in existence of this 
age. 

/ will bring evil — having framed them- 
selves to a more holy course of conduct, 
the people promise themselves peace, but 
the prophetess foretells their approach- 
ing ruin. , 

curses— written in Deut xxviii. 15-68. 

tender — meek, penitent; he horn bled 
himself, rent his clothes and wept ; these 
were inward and outward tokens of his 
penitence. 

in peace— though he was slain in battle 
(Less. 115) yet he saw none of the 
calamities which God brought cm 
Jerusalem. 1 
fulfilled— Lea*. 74. 
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" PRAYER OF THE RIGHTEOUS." [975-606 B.C. 



respect — when engaged in superin- 
tending the removal of the bones of the 
idolatrous priests at Bethel he espied 
the epitaph of the man of God who 
came from Judah ; these and the bones 
of the old prophet who brought him 
back, Josiah would not allow to be 
disinterred, 
staff— Less. 81, « slew.' 



greater featt — all the outward obser- 
vances were performed with solemnity 
and exactness, according to the law; 
and upon that account, there was none 
like it since Samuel's time. The sacri- 
fices were expensive, but ou this 
occasion, the king, the princes, and the 
chief of the priests and Levites gave 
liberally. 



PRATER OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 

To thee, O God, my prayer ascends, 

But not for golden stores ; 
Nor covet I The brightest gems 

On the rich eastern shores: 

Nor that deluding empty joy 

Men call a mighty name ; 
Nor greatness, with its pride and state, 

My restless thoughts inflame : 

Nor pleasure's fascinating charms, 

My fond desires allure: 
But nobler things than these from thee, 

My wishes would secure. 

The faith and hope of things unseen 

My best affections move ; 
Thy light, thy favour, and thy smiles, 
• Thine everlasting love: 

These are the blessings I desire; 

Lord, be these blessings mine — 
And all the glories of the world 

I cheerfully resign. 

Rowe. 



114. PROPHECIES OF ZEPHANIAH & JEREMIAH. 
Zephaniah i. Jeremiah i. ii. 
In the reign of Josiah, the prophet -Zephaniah uttered many 
severe denunciations against the inhabitants of Judah because 
of their idolatry. He said, " I will utterly consume all things 
from off the land, saith the Lord. I will consume man and 
*beast : I will consume the -fowls of the heaven, and the -fishes 
of the sea, and the -stumblingblocks with the wicked ; and I 
-will cut off man from off the land, saith the Lord. I will 
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PERIOD VI.] PROPHECIES OF ZEPHANIAH AND JEREMIAH. 



also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem ; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal 
from this place, and the name of the •Chemarims with the 
priests : and them that worship the host of heaven upon the 
•housetops ; and them that worship and that swear -by the Lord, 
and that swear by Malcham ; and them that are turned hack 
from the Lord ; and those that have not sought the Lord, nor 
inquired for him ; and I will punish the princes, and the king's 
children, and all such as are clothed with -strange apparel." He 
also declared God's judgments against the Philistines, Moabites, 
Ammonites, Ethiopians, and Assyrians. He foretold the 
captivity of Judah, but exhorted them to await their restoration, 
and to rejoice in their salvation — " Sing, O -daughter of Zion ; 
shout, O Israel ; be glad and rejoice with all thy heart, 0 
daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord hath taken away thy judg- 
ments, he hath cast out thine enemy : the king of Israel, -even 
the Lord, is in the midst of thee ; thou shalt not see evil any 
more. I will bring you again, even in the time that I gather 
you : for I will make you a -name and a praise among all people 
when I turn back your captivity before your eyes." 

•Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, a priest of Anathoth ; 
he lived during the reigns of Josiah and the succeeding 
kings of Judah. The word of the Lord came to him, 
saying, " -Before thou wast born I sanctified thee, and I or- 
dained thee a prophet unto the nations ;" Jeremiah answered, 
" Ah, Lord God ! behold, I -cannot speak : for I am *a child." 
But the Lord said unto him, " Say not, I am a child ; for thou 
shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I 
command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces : 
for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord. Thou 
therefore -gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them 
all that I command thee : be not dismayed at their faces, lest 
I confound thee before them. For, behold, I have made thee 
this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls 
•against the whole land, -against the kings of Judah, 
•against the princes thereof, -against the priests thereof, and 
•against the people of the land. And they shall fight agaiast 
thee ; but they shall not prevail against the© ; for I am with 
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JEREMIAH'S REPROOFS. [975-606 B.C. 

thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee." He was then commis- 
sioned, to -reprove the Jews for their idolatries,— to tell them 
of the certain punishments which awaited them — and to exhort 
them to repentance. He spoke of the desolations which should 
come on Judah from the north, and of the ingratitude of the 
people to God, in -defiling with idolatry, the good and plentiful 
land he had given them. 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Zephaniah—* defended of the Lord; 
it is supposed that he was of the tribe 
or Simeon, but of this, and of the place 
of his nativity there is no certain in- 
formation. 

beast — God's judgments should extend 
to the inferior animals as in the land of 
Egypt Less. 18, <5th,6th,7th plagues.' 

fowls — fishes — even the birds and the 
fishes were to be involved in the des- 
olation, so that man should be de- 
prived both of their direct and indirect 
benefits to him. 

stumbling-blocks — idols ; with the 
wicked I will destroy those idols which 
have been stumbling-blocks to them. 

remnant — the idolatry of Baal which 
Ahaz had introduced was removed by 
Jo*iah, but the secret desires of many 
for its restoration was known to Him 
whose words inspired the prophet; 
Lesson 98, * princes.' 

Chemarim — a name given to the idola- 
trous priests of Baal. 

house-tops— Less. 88, ' lattice ;' where 
altars were raised for the worship of 
the heavenly hosts in their brightness; 
the view of the heavens would be there 
uninterrupted. 

by the Lord— and, Sfc, — Lesson 81, 
' halt,' * two opinions.' 

Maleham — or Moloch; Lesson Tl, 
'Ammonites;' 106, ' sins ;' the people 
continued to offer their children to Mo- 
loch notwithstanding the reformation of 
Josiah. 



strange apparel— the habiliments of 
idolatry ; there were peculiar vestments 
belonging to the worship of each idol. 

daughter of Zion — it is a common 
custom to represent places by the figure 
of a woman; Less. 101, ' desolate.' The 
people collectively of a place are also 
thus spoken of— as daughter of Jerusa- 
lem for people of Jerusalem. 

even the Lord — Less* 43, 'rejected.' 

name — Less. 3, * Shem ;' 5, * name.' 

Jeremiah — ' exalted of the Lord ;' he 
was very young when called to the 

{irophetic office, on which account he 
elt extremely diffident in accepting the 
call of Jehovah. He was of the family 
of Aaron, and lived at Anathoth, one of 
the cities of the priests. 
Before— See Acts xv. 18 ; Gal. i. 15,16. 
cannot speak — a similar plea was urged 
by Moses; Exod. iv. 9-13. 

a child— not strictly within the years 
of childhood but young; Less. 66, 'a 
little child.' 

gird— Less. 47, 'girdle;' 81, 'hand of 
the Lord.' 

against — the opposition, hatred and 
persecution of all classes should be 
directed against him, but God's pro- 
tection and care would be more than 
sufficient to preserve him from them all. 

reprove — the idolatries were so in- 
creased that, like neighbouring nations, 
they had a tutelary deity for every city 
of Judah. 
defiling— Less. 30, 4 give.' 
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PERIOD VI.] JOSIAH GOES AGAINST PHABAOH-NECHO. 



LIGHT IN DARKNESS. 



Rejoice doI over me, my foe, 



Though falPn, I am not slain ; 
In mightier power than thou canst know 
I shall arise again. 

Think not, though clouds may gather round, 

That mine is starless night ; 
Even amid that gloom profound 

The Lord will~he my light. 

Such is iheir language, Lord, whose hearts 

All confidence disown, 
Save what Thy word of truth imparts, 



Thou art to them in darkest hour 
Their comfort, hope, and stay ; 

Well knowing that thy arm of power 
Can make their darkness day. 

These meekly strive to bear thy rod 
With patient, reverend awe, 

Conscious that they, O righteous God, 
Have disobey 'd thy law. 



115. JOSIAH IS SLAIN. 
2 Chron. xxxv. 20-24; 2 Kings xxiii. 29-35. 
When Josiah had completed the repairs of the temple, 
Necho, king of Egypt, came up to fight against Carchemish, 
by the JSuphrates, and Josiah -went out against him. But 
Necho sent ambassadors to him, saying, " What have I to do 
with thee, thou king of Judah ? I come not against thee this 
day, but against the house wherewith I hare war ; -forbear 
thee from meddling with God, who is with me, that he destroy 
thee not." Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from 
him, but -disguised himself, and came to fight in the -valley of 
Megiddo. And the archers shot at king Josiah ; and the king 
said to his servants, " Have me away ; for I am sore wounded." 
His servants therefore took him to Jerusalem, where he died. 
All Judah and Jerusalem -mourned for him : for there was bo 
king before him nor after him that turned to the Lord with 




Barton. 
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HABAKKUK PROPHESIES. [975-606 B.C. 

all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, as 
he did, according to the law of Moses. 

The people made *Jehoahaz, a younger son of Josiah, king 
after his father ; he reigned ouly three months, and did evil. 
Pharaoh-Necho deposed and imprisoned him ; he also -exacted 
tribute of one-hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold 
from the kingdom ; he made -Eliakim king, and changed his 
name to Jehoiakim. The king procured the tribute from the 
people, and paid it to Pharaoh-Necho. 

At this time 'Habakkuk prophesied ; he lamented the ini- 
quity of the land ; after which he described the Chaldeans as 
a -bitter and hasty nation, which should march through the 
breadth of the land to possess the dwelling-places that were 
not theirs. The prophet then humbly prayed that God would 
look upon Judah while under the debasing tyranny of the 
Chaldeans ; he foretold the overthrow of the Babylonish 
kingdom ; prayed that the Lord would revive his work in the 
midst of the years, and in wrath remember mercy. He also 
thus expressed his own confidence in God, " Although the 
•fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ; 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall 
be no herd in the stalls ; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation." 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



went out — Josiah was an ally of the 
king of Babylon, and he was bound by 
treaty to assist the Babylonians against, 
their enemies. The government of all 
tbe land of Israel had been restored to 
Manasseh his grandfather, when he was 
liberated from prison in Babylon ; and 
it seems certain that Josiah ruled over 
the whole land, as David and Solomon 
ruled over it before the separation of 
the tribes. 

forbear— this warning Josiah heeded 
not, because he questioned the preten- 
sions of a heathen king to a divine 
commission. Sennacherib assumed the 
same authority when he invaded Judah 
in the days of Hezekiah, but he and his 
army were overthrown. Less. 110. 



disguised — as did Ahab; Lesson 86, 
* disguised.' 

valley of— this battle with the king of 
Egypt, was fought at Megiddo, a town 
of the tribe of Manasseh, in the middle 
of the kingdom of Israel, where Josiah 
would have had no business, if he had 
not been king of that kingdom as well 
as of Judah. 

mourned — Less. 49, * lamented.' 

Jehoahaz — * the Lord's possession 
he was also called Shallum ; though he 
was the fourth son of Josiah, the people 
preferred him before the rightful heir, 
on what ground does not appear. 

deposed — he was offended with the 
people for acting contrary to established 
usage. Necho was returning from 
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PERIOD VI.] 

Carchemish to Ejrypt at this time : he 
took with him Jehoahaz a« a captive, 
and the prophecy of Jeremiah (xxii. 10- 
12) respecting him was thus fulfilled. 

exacted — the land of Israel was now 
tributary to Egypt; the sum amounted 
to £52,000. the smnllness of which, ?ome 
suppose, snows the depressed and im- 
poverished condition of the Jews. 

Eliakim — called also Jehoiakim — ' the 
Lord confirms his new name was 
{riven him probably under the idea that 
God would confirm the appointment. 

Habakkuk — ' he who embrace* we 
have no information concerning his 
birth-place, or the tribe to which he be- 
longed; he foretold the destruction of 
Babylon, as did Nahum the overthrow 
of the Assyrian kingdom — the two na- 
tions by which Israel and Judah were 
carried away captive. 

bitter and hasty — carrying destruction 
in their march, and rapid in the execu- 
tion of their military enterprises. 



HABAKKUK'S RESOLVE." 



fig-tree— the fig-tree has no visible 
blossom, the flower is within the fruit 
and comes to maturity in concealment. 
The budding of its leaves always indi- 
cates the approach of summer, and is 
thus referred to by the prophet ns a 
figure of returning prosperity. Lesson 
50, 'figs;' 103, 1 gatherer.' 

yet — his joy in God and confidence in 
his goodness would remain unshaken, 
notwithstanding these national cala- 
mities. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Carchemish — a town of Assyria on 
the Euphrates which Pharaoh -Ne:ho 
took and fortified. His garrison tos 
taken <fe destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. 

Epphrate8 — the great river of Asia 
which flowed through the garder of 
Eden ; it rises in the mountains of 
Armenia, flows by Syria, Mesopotamia, 
and the ruins of the great city, Babylon, 
and falls into the Persian Gulf. 



HABAKKUK'S RESOLVE. 

"THOUGH THE FIG TREE SHALL NOT BLOSSOM — I WILL JOY IN THE GOD 
OP MY SALVATION." 

Though the fig tree my bower that o'ershaded 

Refuse what it scatter'd before; 
Though the vine's wreathed curtain all faded, 

Refresh with its clusters no more; — 

Though the olive, lov'd symbol of heaven, 

Be guarded and cherish 'd in vain ; 
Though the field, for the blessing once griven, 

But V\e thorns and the thistle retain; — 

Though the home where the herd is retreating 
Its sweet-flowing stores should withhold ; 

Nor voice of the Sock's tender bleating, 
Be heard in the desolate fold; — 

These joys are the moonbeam that waneth, 
While the sun, whence it sprung, is the same ; 

Jehovah, my Saviour, reroaineth, 
And I will rejoice in his name. 

Undried is that fountain of pleasure, 

Whose drops mid this wilderness fall, 
Still safe, still untouched is my treasure, 
For mine is the Giver of all. Waring. 
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JEREMIAH PROPHESIES. PASHUR SMITES HIM. [975-606 B.C. 

116. PREDICTIONS OF JEREMIAH. 
Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah declared God's judgments against Judah for their 
sins ; he mourned over the impenitence of the nation, and 
hewailed the punishments which God threatened to inflict 
upon them. He thus spoke, " Be astonished, O ye heavens, 
at this, and be horribly afraid, -be ye very desolate, saith the 
Lord. For my people have committed two evils ; they have 
forsaken me the -fountain of living waters, and hewed them 
out -cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water." Having 
pointed out some of their transgressions, he proceeded thus ; — 
" Shall I not visit them for these things ? saith the Lord : 
shall not my soul be -avenged on such a nation as this ? For 
the -mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for 
the -habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they 
are 'burned up, so that none can pass through them ; neither 
can men hear the voice of the cattle ; both the fowl of the 
heavens and the beast are fled ; they are -gone. And I will 
make Jerusalem -heaps, and a den of dragons ; and I will make 
the cities desolate, without an inhabitant/' Before delivering 
this prediction, Jeremiah felt deeply distressed for his country- 
men, and he exclaimed, " Oh that my head were waters, and 
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night 
for the slain of the daughter of my people ?" The Lord com- 
manded him to declare that the Jews should be -utterly cast 
forth, and if they asked, " Whither P" he was to tell them, 
ct Such as are for death, to death, and such as are for the 
sword, to the sword ; and such as are for the famine, to the 
famine ; and such as are for captivity, to the captivity." He 
also predicted the speedy captivity of the Jews, and the deso- 
lation of their country. -Pashur smote Jeremiah, and put him 
in the -stocks, when he heard that he prophesied these things. 
On the morrow, when he brought him forth, Jeremiah de- 
nounced him, and in the words of the Lord, said he should be 
a -terror to himself, and his eyes should see Judah given to the 
Icing of Babylon, and the people taken captive. Of Jehoiakim 
lie predicted, that the people should -not lament for him, but 
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PERIOD Yl.] 



OF THE BECHABITES. 



that he should be buried with the -burial of an ass, drawn and 
cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem. He repeated the 
sentence of God against Jerusalem and the temple to the 
assembled people, and they said he should surely die. The 
princes then came from the kings house to the house of the 
Lord, and the -priests and people accused Jeremiah to them of 
prophesying against the city. He called on them to repent, 
and said the Lord had sent him thus to prophesy. The -princes 
said he was not worthy to die, and some of the elders asked if 
former prophets who had prophesied against Jerusalem had 
been put to death, and as they were not, they would not con- 
sent to the death of Jeremiah. 

The -Bechabites were descendants of Jonadab, the son of 
Bechab, who charged them and their children to drink no wine 
all their days, nor to build houses, nor to sow seeds, nor to 
plant vineyards, but to dwell in tents. When Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, came against Judah they left their tents for 
fear of the Syrians, and came to dwell at Jerusalem. They 
were taken into one of the chambers in the house of the Lord, 
and wine -was set before them, but they refused to drink, saying 
that Jonadab their father had commanded them to drink no 
wine. Jeremiah was then ordered to condemn the men of 
Judah for their disobedience to God, and to bless the Bechab- 
ites for their obedience to their father's injunction. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Oye heavens — a poetic and sublime 
expression of surprise and abhorrence 
at the wickedness, folly, and ingratitude 
of the people. 

be ye desolate— let your lights be 
obscured. 

fountain — a spring or source of water ; 
in the East perpetual fountains or 
spring's of 4 living* water are of incal- 
culable value. God is the source of 
blessiug to all his needy creatures. 

living — always flowing. 

cisterns — bowls, or larger receptacles 
for the retention of rain and other 
water ; those to which the prophet allu- 
ded were the tanks to much in use in 

346 



Jerusalem ; the beauty and force of the 
figure hence appears. 

visit — come to punish. 

avenged— Less. 112, « innocent.' 

mountains — on which the vine and 
olive flourished. Less. 103, * mountains.' 

habitations — pastures for flocks. 
burned up — by dronght and the 
scorching rays of the son. 

gone — for want of sustenance. 

heaps— this prophecy has been liter- 
ally fulfilled. 

den of dragons — a place of horror and 
desolation, inhabited by dangerous and 
unclean creatures, particularly beasts 
of prey, and reptiles. 
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NOTES, EXPLANATIONS, ETC. [975-606 B.C. 



utterly cast forth— after enumerating 
the evtis of the pestilence, the sword, 
famine, and captivity, the prophet de- 
clares that the people shall he removed 
into all the kingdoms of the earth; 
being a repetition of the remarkable 
prophecy of Moses. Deut. xxviii. 25 ; 
and one which has been literally ful- 
filled. 

Pashur — he was a priest and the head 
of his family, and he had authority in 
directing matters connected with the 
temple, and keeping good order there. 

stock* — a machine in which the hands 
and feet of a prisoner areeonfined ; thi» 
punishment was awarded to those who 
assumed the prophetic office without a 

E roper call, or who being true prophets, 
nd conducted themselves unbecom- 
ingly. The word here rendered ' stocks' 
is translated * prison' in 2 Chron. xvi. 10, 
where the imprisonment of Hanani by 
Asa is recorded ; Less. 77. 

terror to himself— he should be his 
own tormentor. 

not lament — the non-observance of 
this ancient and universal custom wonld 
show tbe dreadful extremities to which 
the inhabitants would be reduced, when 
the respectful usages and common feel- 
ings or humanity would be utterly dis- 



regarded. The cry raised in Eastern 
families on the death of a member is 
very appalling, and is continued at 
intervals till the interment of the body. 
Less. 49, 'lamented.* 

burial of an ass — a most ignominious 
doom — to be cast forth to the beasts 
and birds of prey. Less. 54, * buried.' 

priests and people — their combination 
against Jeremiah indicated the general 
defection of the nation. 

princes— their candour is deserving 
praise ; the justice and humanity of the 
princes formed a favourable contrast 
with the wicked designs of the priests 
and people. 

Rechabites— Less. 95, ' Jehonadab.' 

was set — not to tempt them to violate 
their vow of abstemiousness, but to ex- 
hibit their fidelity to their ancestor's 
command in contrast with tbe infidelity 
of the Jews to the law of their God. 

bless — a promise was given that the 
race of Jehonadab should never become 
extinct, and that some of its members 
should ever be included among tbe wor - 
shippers of the True God. A tribe of 
Rechabites was recently met with by an 
eastern traveller. 



HEBREW MELODY. 

From the hall of our fathers in anguish we fled, 
Nor again will its marble re-echo our tread, 
For the breath of the Siroc has blasted our name, 
And the frown of Jehovah has crush'd us in shame. 
His robe was the whirlwind, his voice was the thunder, 
And earth, at his footstep, was riven asunder; 
The mantle of midnight had shrouded the sky, 
But we knew where He stood by the flash of His eye. 
O Judah ! how long must thy weary ones weep, 
Far, far from the land where their forefathers sleep ? 
How long ere the glory that brighten'd the mountain 
Will welcome the exile to Siloa's fountain. 

Mrs. J. G. Brooks. 
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PERIOD VI.] BARUCH WRITES THE PROPHECIES OF JEREMIAH. 

117. OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND JEHOIAKIM. 

Jeremiah xxv. 11,12 ; xxxvi. ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 5-7. 

Jeremiah was again sent to reprove the people of Judah for 
their idolatry and disobedience, and to say that God would 
bring -Nebuchadnezzar against the land and its inhabitants, 
and against all the nations round about. He said, " The 
whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment ; and 
these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 
But at the end of the -seventy years God will -punish the king 
of Babylon, and make the land of the Chaldeans perpetual 
desolations." 

The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, u Take 
thee a -roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I 
have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and 
against the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the 
days of Josiah, even unto this day. It may be that the house 
of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto 
them ; that they may return every man from his evil way ; 
that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin." Then Jere- 
miah called -Baruch, who wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah 
all the words of the Lord, which he had spoken unto him, 
upon a roll of a book. And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, 
saying, "I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the 
Lord ; therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast 
written from my mouth, the words of the Lord in the ears of 
the people in the Lord's house upon the fasting day ; and also 
thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come out of 
their cities. It may be they will present their supplication 
before the Lord, and will return every one from his evil way: 
for great is the anger and the fury that the Lord hath pro- 
nounced against this people." And Baruch did according to 
all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the 
book the words of the Lord -in the Lord's house. Michaiah 
declared unto the princes of Judah all that he had heard 
Baruch read ; and they sent for him, and commanded him to 
sit down and read it in their ears. The princes said they would 
inform the king of the words which he had read, and told 
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THE KING DESTROYS THE ROLL OF PROPHECY [975-606 B.C. 

him and Jeremiah to go and hide themselves. The king sent 
Jehudi to fetch the roll, and he began to read it in the ears of 
the king and the princes. And when Jehudi had read three 
or four leaves, the king cut it with a -pen-knife, and cast it into 
the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed. 
•Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the 
king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words. He 
sent men to take Jeremiah and Baruch, but *the Lord hid them. 

When Jehoiakim had reigned three years, Nebuchadnezzar 
came up to Jerusalem, and he bound Jehoiakim in fetters, to 
carry him to Babylon ; he afterwards liberated him on his 
promising to pay tribute to Babylon, but he took captive many 
of the -nobles and their -children. He also took away the 
vessels of the house of the Lord, and put them in his temple 
at Babylon. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Nebuchadnezzar—' Nebo chief of the gods ;' 
he was the son & successor of Nabopolassar, 
in whose reign the Assyrian empire was 
overturned, and Nineveh reduced to a heap 
of ruins. Nebuchadnezzar was at this time 
engaged in waging war with several nations 
east of the Euphrates. 

seventy —this remarkable prediction 
received its accomplishment when Cyrus, 
after the overthrow of the Babylonian 
empire, gave permission to the Jews to 
return to their own land. Less. 127, 
« proclamation.' 

roll — Lesson 30, ' book of the law.' 

punish— Less. 126, « included.' 

Baruch — * blessed ;' he was a man of 
distinguished family & of Arm integrity, he 
was Jeremiah's personal friend, and acted 
as bis secretary ; it is supposed that he 
survived Jeremiah a few years, but the 
place of his death is unknown. 

fasting-day—* day appointed for a national 
fast because of the evils which threatened 
the city ; they hoped thereby to avert the 
wrath of God against them. 

in the Lord's home— Baruch read the roll 
fr#m the window of the room over the gate- 



way (Less. 61, 'chamber') leading to the 
great court or area of the temple where all 
the men of Israel assembled to worship God. 
Lesson 68, ' Temple.' 

Michaidh — he was the son of Gemariah, 
and grandson of Shaphan, a scribe of the 
temple. Having heard Baruch read the 
terrible predictions of Jeremiah in his fa- 
ther's official chamber, Michaiah very pro- 
perly considered it to be his duty to report 
what he had heard to his father and the 
other scribes and councillors. 

pen-knife — the pens were probably made 
of reeds. 

the hearth — probabl y the fire was in a 
brazier, as now used in the East. 

pet — they were all hardened and impeni- 
tent rejecters of the warnings and invita- 
tions of the Lord. 

the Lord hid them — they were concealed 
in such a place that they were not discovered. 

nobles — princes of the Jews, members of 
the royal family, heads of tribes ; they were 
taken as hostages for the good faith of the 
king. 

children— Lesson 110, ' eunuchs/ 
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JERUSALEM A WARNING TO THE GENTILES. 



"IF GOD SPARED NOT THE NATURAL BRANCHES, TAKE HEED LEST HE 
ALSO SPARE NOT THEE." 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem 1 enthroned once on high, 
Thou favour' d home of God on earth, thou Heaven below the sky I 
Now brought to bondage with thy sons, a curse and grief to see, 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem 1 our tears shall flow for thee. 

Oh ! hadst thou known thy day of grace, and flock'd beneath the wing 
Of Him who calPd thee lovingly, thine own anointed King, 
Then had the tribes of all the world gone up thy pomp to see, 
And glory dwelt within thy gates, and all thy sons been free ! 

" And who art thou that mournest me ?" replied the ruin grey, 
" And fear'st not rather that thyself may prove a castaway ? 
I am a dried and abject branch, my place is given to thee ; 
But woe to ev'ry barren graft of thy wild olive-tree !| 

" Our day of grace is sunk in night, our time of mercy spent, 

For heavy was my children's crime, and strange their punishment; 

Yet gaze not idly on our fall, but, sinner, warned be, 

Who spared not His chosen seed may send His wrath on thee J 

" Our day of grace is sunk in night, thy noon is in its prime ; 
Oh turn and seek thy Saviour's face in this accepted time I 
So Gentile, may Jerusalem a lesson prove to thee, 
And in the new Jerusalem thy home for ever be!" 



Heber. 
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PERIOD VII. 



THE CAPTIVITY AND THE RETURN OF THE JEWS. 
B.C. 606 — B.C. 400. 206 years. 

118. DANIEL AND HIS FRIENDS. 
Daniel i ; 2 Kings xxiv. 1-20. 

Nebuchadnezzar directed -Ashpenaz to -select from among 
the captives brought from Judah, the 'noblest, the 'most beauti- 
ful, and the most skilful of the princes. Children in whom 
was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom 
and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such 
as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom 
they might teach the -learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 
And the king appointed them a daily provision of *the king's 
meat, and of the wine which he drank : so nourishing them 
three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before 
the king. Among them were -Daniel, and his three friends, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Daniel purposed in his heart 
not to defile himself with the king's meat, and God gave him 
favour with Ashpenaz. Their portion of meat was taken 
away, and they were fed on -pulse ; and they were fairer than 
all those who ate of the king's meat. God blessed Daniel 
and his friends in their captivity, and gave them knowledge 
and -skill in all learning and wisdom. And Daniel had under- 
standing in all -visions and dreams. 

After -Jehoiakim had served Nebuchadnezzar three years 
he rebelled against him. And the Lord sent against Judah, 
to destroy it, -bands of the Chaldees, the Syrians, the Moab- 
ites, and of the children of Ammon. AU this came upon 
Judah at the commandment of the Lord. Jehoiakim died, 
and his son • Jehoiachin succeeded him. He reigned only three 
months and did evil ; against him Jeremiah prophesied. 

Soon after, Nebuchadnezzar again besieged Jerusalem, and 
the king and the princes were -taken captive to Babylon. The 
treasures of the kings house and the temple were taken to 
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PERIOD VII.] THE POOR ONLY LEFT IN THE LAND. 

Babylon, and all the mighty men, and -craftsmen, and smiths 
in the land. None were left in the land save -the poorest of 
the people. -Zedekiah was then made king over Judah and 
Jerusalem. He also did evil, and Jeremiah was commanded 
to declare God's judgments upon him and his people. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Ashpenaz— the chief household officer 
of Nebuchadnezzar ; he was himself a 
man of rank and eminence. 

select — Lesson 83, * children ;' 110, 
' eunuchs.' 

noblest — the children of the princes. 

most beautiful — a fine person has al- 
ways been a recommendation for royal 
service, more especially in the East. 
Less. 44, ' higher.' 

learning — the language, literature, 
and science of Chaldea ; great pains 
were taken to naturalize captives of 
rank in foreign courts. 

the king's meat — according to the 
practice of eastern courts they were to 
oe supplied with such food and wine as 
were served at the king's table. 

stand before — as acknowledged per- 
sons of wisdom, qualified to advise the 
king on important matters. 

Daniel — * God's judge ;' he was of the 
tribe of Judah, and of an illustrious 
family, if not of royal descent. 

three friends— Less. 124, 'Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah.' 

defile — the flesh, wine, and other food 
brought to the king's table were conse- 
crated to his idol, and eaten to its honour 
by the persons composing the court of 
Babylon. Less. 43, ' daughters.' 

pulse — pease, beans, lentiles, <fec. 
which composed the food of the laborers 
and poorer class of people. 

fairer — God blessed their humble fare 
because of their scrupulous and tender 
concern to eat and drink only for his 
glory. They honoured God by their 
firm and pious refusal ; but at the same 
time it is certain that abstinence from 
wine ami rich food is no injury, but 
rather an improvement to the health 
of residents in the East. 
skill in ally tfc— besides the knowledge 
they had previously gained, they were 



now instructed in all the learning of the 
Chaldeans, as Moses had been in all 
the wisdom of Egypt, and after a time 
they were found to be *' ten times" 
better informed "in all matters of wis- 
dom and understanding" than the wise 
men of Babylon. 

visions and dreams — as Joseph was; 
not, however, in idle or casual dreams, 
but in such as were sent from heaven. 
Les. 1-5, 'dream ;' 124, 'dreamed dreams 
125, 'second dream,' 'vision.' 

Jehoiakim — the eldest son of Josiah ; 
it was in the fourth year of his reign that 
Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem. 

bands — armies ; but these nations and 
others were to be subjugated by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and they were to serve 
Babylon seventy years. Kings and 
princes are instruments of Providence 
in human affairs. 

Jehoiachin — also called Coniah and 
Jeconiah j he was taken captive and 
remained in Babylon many years ; the 
prophecy of Jeremiah against him was 
fulfilled. 

taken captive — foretold by Moses, Les. 
29, ' foretold;' by Isaiah, Les. 110} and 
by Jeremiah, Less. 117, *seveuty.' 

treasures — some of these treasures 
were taken in Jehoiakim's reign, an 
additional quantity was taken oa this 
occasion, together with the remnant of 
the wealthy and skilful of the people. 

craftsmen — smiths — to prevent the 
possibility of future rebellion by de- 
priving the Israelites of the means of 
making armour and weapons of war. 

the poorest — the class of peasantry, 
and the less wealthy <fe skilful citizens. 

Zedekiah — 'the Lord's justice;' he 
was a son of Josiah ; his name was at 
first Mattaniah, but it was changed by 
Nebuchadnezzar. 



Digitized by 



JEREMIAH WRITES TO THE CAPTIVE JEWS. [606-400 B.C. 



FALL OP JERUSALEM. 



Fallen is thy throne, O Israel! silence is o'er thy plains, — 
Thy dwellings all lie desolate, thy children weep in chains! 
Where are the dews that fed thee on Etham's barren shore? 
That fire from heav'n which led thee, now lights thy path no more ! 

Lord! thou didst love Jerusalem; once she was all thy own; 
Her love thy fairest heritage, her power thy glory's throne. 
Till evil came and blighted thy long lov'd olive tree: 
And Salem's shrines were lighted for other gods than thee. 

Then sank the star of Solyma, then pass'd her glory's day ; 
Like heath that in the wilderness the wild wind whirls away. 
Silent and waste her bowers, where once the mighty trod, 
And sunk those guilty towers where Baal reign' d as God. 

" Go," said the Lord, " ye conquerors ! steep in her blood your swords ; 
And raze to earth her battlements, for they are not the Lord's! 
Tell Zion's mournful daughter, o'er kindred bones she'll tread ; 
And Hinnom's vale of slaughter shall hide but half her dead ! 

"But soon shall other pictured scenes in brighter vision rise, 
When Zion's sun shall sevenfold shine on all her mourners' eyes ; 
And on her mountains, beauteous, stand the messengers of peace ; 
'Salvation by the Lord's right handl' they shout, and never cease." 



Jeremiah wrote this letter to the elders of the Jews, to the 
priests, and to the prophets who were carried away into 
Babylon ; " Thns saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto 
all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be 
carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon ; build ye houses, 
and dwell in them ; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of 
them... marry., and seek the* peace of the city whither I have 
caused you to be carried away captives, and -pray unto the 
Lord for it : for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace. 
For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; let not 
•your prophets and your -diviners, that be in the midst of you, 
deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause 
to be dreamed. For they prophesy falsely unto you in my 



119. JEREMIAH'S EXHORTATIONS. 
Jeremiah xxix-xxxi. 
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PERIOD VII.] HE REPROVES THE FALSE PROPHETS. 



name : I have not sent them, saith the Lord. For thus saith 
the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon 
I will -visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in 
causing you to return to this place. For I know the thoughts 
that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, 
and not of evil, to give you an -expected end. Then shall ye 
call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will 
hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when 
ye shall search for me with all your heart. And I will be 
found of you, saith the Lord : and I will turn away your cap- 
tivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all 
the places whither I have driven you, saith the Lord ; and I 
will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be 
carried away captive." e Jeremiah declared God's judgments 
against Ahab and Zedekiah, who prophesied -falsely in the 
name of the Lord ; also against Shemaiah who caused the 
captives in Babylon to trust in a lie, and to rebel against the 
Lord. He again spoke of the redemption of the Jews from 
the land of their captivity, and of the prosperity which should 
come upon their nation ; and proceeded to say, " Behold, the 
days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a -new covenant 
with the house of -Israel, and with the house of -Judah : I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts ; 
and will be their God, and they shall be my people. They 
shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord : for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
Lord : for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more." Jeremiah also foretold the massacre of the 
infants at Bethlehem, and said of his own people, " Israel hath 
not been forsaken, nor Judah of his God.. .though their land 
was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel." A false 
prophet named Hananiah said that within the space of two 
years the people should return from captivity. Jeremiah 
denounced him for making the people to trust in a lie, and said 
that he should die during that year, for teaching rebellion. 
So he died the same year in the seventh month. 
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letter — Jeremiah wrote in the name 
of "The Lord of hosts;" the purport 
of his letter was to assure them that 
their captivity won Id extend to seventy 
years, and that it was their duty to be 
reconciled to their condition, and not 
to expect a more speedy retarn, for 
that would make them restless and 
uneasy. 

seek— every unworthy and criminal 
desire to promote disorder and to spread 
discontent in the Babylonian kingdom 
would be visited with God's displeasure ; 
Lesson 51, * guiltless/ While actively 
engaged in pursuits beneficial to others 
they would promote their own good. 

pray — they were not only to endea- 
vour by their acts to promote the pros* 
perity of Babylon out they were to 
pray for its peace. 

your prophets — listen not to those 
whom God disowns as his servants and 
ministers — who flatter you in your sinful 
desires. 

diviners — men who practised foolish 
and wicked acts for the purpose of dis- 
covering future events, pretending to 
ascertain the mind and will of God. 
These practices were an abomination 
to God. Less. 52, < divination.' 

visit — in a good sense; to comfort 
you and restore you to your own land. 
JH is promise was fulfilled to very few 
then living, but it is common in scrip- 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [606-400 B.C. 

tare to speak of blessings bestowed 
on children as if they were made good 
to (heir progenitors. 

expected end— what God had decreed 
would be accomplished in his appointed 
time ; the termination of their captivity 
should not be left in doubt <fe obscurity. 

falsely— these false prophets asserted 
the speedy downfall of the Babylonian 
kingdom, and the return of those in 
captivity to their brethren and homes 
in the land of Israel. They thus dis- 
auieted the captives, preventing them 
from obeying the Lord's directions to 
settle down contentedly in Babylon. 
These two men were also guilty of gross 
immorality, and Nebuchadnezzar put 
them to a cruel death. 

a tie — the sentence against Shemaiah 
was that he should have no posterity, 
nor see the good that the Lord would 
do for his people. 

new covenant— Jer. xxxL 31-84; Heb. 
viii. 8-13. 

Israel — Judah — the two kingdoms 
should be united under one government. 

*noi*> Ike Lord — the Gospel, or new 
covenant, should possess a greater de- 
gree of light, and a clearer knowledge 
of Divine truth than had yet been pro- 
claimed, or than the unassisted reason 
of man should be able to discover. God 
will, by his grace, make his people able 
and willing to receive and understand 
the Gospeldispensation. 



THOUGHTS OF PEACE. 

14 THOUGHTS OF PBACB, AND NOT OF BVIL TOWARDS YOU.' 

Viler than dust, 0 Lord, are we ; 

And doth thine anger cease? 
And doth thy gracious heart overflow 

With purposes of peace ? 

And dost thou with delight reflect 
On what thy grace shall do? 

And with complacency of soul 
Enjoy the distant view? 

And can thy often injured love 

So kind a message send, 
That thou to all our lengthen'd woes 

Wilt give a blessed end ? 
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PERIOD VII.J THE LAWS RESPECTING BOND-SERVANTS. 



Why droop our hearts? why flow our eyes, 



While such a voice we hear? 
Why rise our sorrows and our fears, 
While such a friend is near? 

To all thy other favours adcP 
A heart to trust thy word, 

And death itself shall hear us sing 
While resting on the Lord, 



1*20. JEREMIAH DENOUNCES THE PRINCES. 



God commanded Jeremiah to tell Zedekiah, that he would 
give the city to the king of Babylon, and it should be burned 
with fire, and that the king should be taken captive. Zede- 
kiah made a covenant to -proclaim liberty to all in the land 
who were bond-servants. 'Soon after the princes brought 
them again into subjection. Jeremiah condemned their con- 
duct, and reminded them of God's merciful laws towards 
bondmen ; he said, " Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel ; 
•I made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondmen, saying, At the end of seven years let ye go every 
man his brother an Hebrew, which hath been sold unto thee ; 
and when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt let him 
go free from $>ee ; but your fathers hearkened not unto me, 
neither inclined their ear. And ye were now turned, and 
had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man 
to his neighbour ; and ye had made a covenant before me in 
the house which is called by my name : but ye turned and 
polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and 
ever} 7 man his handmaid, whom he had set at liberty to return, 
and to be unto you for servants and for handmaids. There- 
fore thus saith the Lord ; ye have not hearkened unto me, in 
proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, and every man 
to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty for *you, saiih 
the Lord, to the sword, to the pestilence, and the famine ; 



Doddridge, 



Jeremiah xxxiv. Ezekiel. . 
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EZEKIEL PROPl^SSIES IN BABYLON. [606-400 B.C. 

and I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of 
the earth. And I will -give the men that have transgressed 
my covenant into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand 
of them that seek their life : and their dead bodies shall be 
•for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the 
earth. And Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his princes will I 
give into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them 
that seek their life, and into the hand of the king of Babylon's 
army, which are 'gone up from you. Behold, I will command^ 
saith the Lord, and cause them to return to this city ; and 
they shall fight against it, and take it, and burn it with fire : 
and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation." 

Ezekiel prophesied to the captive Jews in the land of the 
Chaldeans by the river Chebar. He spoke of the judgments 
of God on Jerusalem, saying, " A third part of thee shall die 
with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed 
in the midst of thee ; and a third part shall fall by a sword 
round about thee : and I will scatter a third part into all the 
winds, and I will draw out a sword after them . . .So it shall be 
a 'reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an astouishment 
unto the nations that are round about thee, when I shall exe- 
cute 'judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious 
rebukes. I the Lord have spoken it." He thus predicted the 
fate of Zedekiah ; " and the prince that is among them shall 
bear upon his shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth : 
•they shall dig through the wall to carry out thereby : he shall 
cover his face, that he see not the ground with his eyes. My 
•net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my 
•snare : and I will bring him to Babylon to the land of the 
Chaldeans; yet shall he -not see it, though he shall die there. 
And I will -scatter toward every wind all that are about him 
to help him, and all his bands ; and they shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I shall scatter them among the nations, 
and disperse them in the countries." He exhorted idolaters 
to repent for fear of God's judgments, but promised to re- 
member his covenant, and to be merciful in the last days, 
when Judah should know the Lord. 
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PERIOD VI.] NOTES, EXPLANATIONS, &C. 



proclaim liberty — the humane and be- 
nevolent enactment of Moses against the 
bondage of their brethren (Exod. xxi. 2) 
had no doubt been neglected, as well as 
other important laws, for the selfishness 
of the men of wealth and power are 
frequently condemned in the prophetic 
writings ; but when they saw the mighty 
army brought before the city by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, they felt a temporary im- 
pulse to act uprightly,— they probably 
required their aid also in defending the 
city. 

* Soon after — an Egyptian army having 
made a show of coming to the assist- 
ance of Jerusalem, the Chaldeans 
marched against them: and as soon 
as they had turned from before the cily, 
the selfishness and injustice of the 
princes towards those whom they had 
released returned. 

/ made — Ex. xxi. 2 ; Deut. xv. 12-14. 

you — this was the general sentence 
against all the people. 

give the men — the special punishment 
of those who violated the covenant so 
recently made is here detailed. 

for meat — Lesson 54, * buried;* 63, 

* birds — beasts ;' 76, ' dogs.' 

gone up — to meet the Egyptian army. 
/ will moire— Less. 68, « If thou wilt ;> 

98, 'wrath.' 

reproach — Less. 69, 'a proverb.' 
judgments — Less. 13, ' deceived 33, 
« requited ;' 58, * sword ;' 72, ' judgment :» 

99, 'shed.» 

they shall dig — the process of digging 
through walls was not very difficult, as 
they were often composed only of clay 



and son burnt bricks. The Jews say 
there was a subterranean passage 
which led from Mount Zion to the vi- 
cinity of the outer wall of the city, 
probably one of those constructed by 
the Jebusites (Less. 56, * chief and 
captain'); through such a passage, 
stopped up, both at its place of en- 
trance and egress, Zedekiah and those 
with him might have escaped. 

net — snare — he should be entangled 
by his enemies ; as birds are snared in 
a net when about to rise from the 
ground into liberty, so should Zedekiah 
be captured by the enemy when he 
emerged into the open country. 

not see it — Jeremiah had foretold 
(chap, xxxiv. 3) that Zedekiah should 
see the king of Babylon., which was ful- 
filled when he stood before him at 
Riblab to receive his sentence; and 
this prediction of Ezekiel received its 
accomplishment also, for Nebuchad- 
nezzar had Zedekihh's eyes put out 

?>revious to his being removed to Baby- 
on as a captive, Less. 122. Josephus 
tells us that Zedekiah thought these 
two prophecies inconsistent with each 
other and therefore believed neither, 
but they both actually came to pass. 

scatter — also foretold by Moses ; 
Lesson 29, « taken.' 

covenant — Less. 6, ( a great nation 
8, * covenant;' 57, ' redeem, <fec.'; 72, 
'afflict;' 117, 'seventy,' 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
Chebar — a river of Mesopotamia, 
which falls into the Euphrates ; it was 
the scene of one of Ezekiel's visions. 



SONG OF A CAPTIVE JEW IN BABYLON. 

"OUR HOUSE, OUR BEAUTIFUL HOUSE, WHERE OUR FATHER* WORSHIPPED, 
IS BURNED WITH FIRE." 

Let the proud veil of darkness be rolPd from before thee, 

OLord! and descend on the wing of the storm: 
Dispers'd or enslav'd, are the saints that adore thee, 

And the rude hands of strangers thy temple deform : 
And Salem, our Salem, lies low and degraded, 

While far from her ruins in exile we pine ; 
Yet still is the hope of thy remnant unfaded— 

The hand that implants it, Jehovah, is thiue. 
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ZEDEKIAH REBELS AGAINST NEBUCHADNEZZAR. [606-400 B.C. 



Alas! we were warn'd, but we reck'd not the warning, 
Till our warriors grew weak in the day of despair : 

And our glory was fled as the light cloud of morning, 
That gleams for a moment, and melts into air. 

As the proud heathens trampled o'er Zion's sad daughter, 
She wept tears of blood o'er her guilt and her woe; 

For the voice of her God had comtnission'd the slaughter, 
The rod of his vengeance had pointed the blow. 

Though foul are the sins, oh thou lost one! that stain thee, 
The blood of atonement can wash them away ; 

Though galling and base are the bonds that enchain thee, 
The God who impose'd them can lighten the sway. 

For a star yet shall rise o'er the darkness of Judah, 
A branch yet shall flourish on Jesse's proud stem ! 

And Zion shall triumph o'er those that subdued her, 
Yea, triumph in giving a Saviour to them! 

Dale. 



HI. ZEDEKIAH'S REBELLION. 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 13-16 ; Jer. xxxii. 
Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar and did not 
humble himself before Jeremiah when he spoke to him from 
the Lord. The priests and the people also transgressed, for 
they -mocked the messengers of God, despised his words, and 
misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose 
against his people, and there was *no remedy. Therefore God 
brought upon them the king of the Chaldees. 

In the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, Nebuchadnezzar 
besieged Jerusalem, and soon after Zedekiah shut up Jeremiah 
in prison for predicting the fall of Jerusalem and the captivity 
of Zedekiah. While in prison Jeremiah shewed his faith in 
God's promises of the return from Babylon, by buying from 
Hanameel, his uncles son, a field in Anathoth. He then took 
•witnesses of the purchase, to whom he expressed his belief in 
the word of the Lord, that the Jews should again possess 
houses, and fields, and vineyards in the land, though it was 
then given up to the Chaldeans. And he prayed to God, and 
said, " Ah, Lord God, behold, thou hast made the heaven and 
the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there 
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PERIOD VILj GOD COMFORTS JEREMIAH. 

is nothing too hard for thee : thon she west lovingkindness unto 
thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers into 
the bosom of 'their children after them : the great, the Mighty 
God, the Lord of hosts, is his name, great in counsel, and 
mighty in work : for thine eyes are open upon the ways of 
the sons of men : -to give every one according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings : and hast brought forth 
thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt -with signs, and with 
wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a stretched out 
arm, and with great terror ; and hast -given them this land, 
which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, a land 
flowing with milk and honey : and they came in and -possessed 
it : but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law ; 
they have done nothing of all that thou commandedst them to 
do : therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon them ; 
and what thou hast spoken is come to pass ; and, behold, thou 
seest it. And thou hast said unto me, O Lord God, Buy thee 
the field for money, and take witnesses ; for the city is given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans/' God then comforted Jeremiah 
by again assuring him that he would gather the people out of 
all lands, and bring them again into their own land to dwell 
safely. " And they shall be my people, and I will be their 
God : and I will give them one heart, and one way, that they 
may fear me -for ever, for the good of them, and of their chil- 
dren after them -. and I will make an -everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good ; 
but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not de- 
part from me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, 
and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole 
heart and with my whole soul. For thus saith the Lord, Like 
as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will 
I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them. 
And fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is 
desolate without man or beast ; it is given into the hand of the 
Chaldeans." The Chaldeans departed from Jerusalem when 
they heard that Pharaoh's army was come up out of Egypt 
against them. 
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. [606-400 B.C 



mocked — an evidence of their utter dis- 
belief of the threatening^ of the Lord, and 
thorough recklessness of the consequences 
of their transgressions. God regards the 
injustice, cruelty, and even disrespect with 
which his servants and ministers may be 
treated as if done to himself. 

no remedy — their impenitence and hard- 
ened acts of wickedness precluded the mer- 
ciful interposition of God. 

witnesses— the deed of sale was formally 
drawn up, and signed by the principals in 
the presence of witnesses who signed their 
names also ; a copy was then taken for 
ordinary reference, and the original was 
sealed and carefully preserved as a record 
to be produced at a future time. 

their children — those of them, who, having 
before their eyes the example of their par- 
ent's obstinacy, chose, in despite of God's 



warnings, exhortations, and chastisements, 
to pursue similar unholy courses, would 
receive a more severe infliction of God's 
wrath. 

to give— Leas. 72, * judgments ' secret.* 
with signs— Leas 17, ' signs ;' 18 dc 19, ' the 
plagues.' 

given— Less. 6, ' this land;' 30, ' give,' 

possessed — Less. 32, * divisions of Canaan. 

for ever — the fulfilment of this promise is 
still remote, for at present the Jews are not 
of one mind, nor are they in possession of 
the land which God gave unto their fathers. 

everlasting covenant— when this expression 
is applied to the Gospel dispensation there 
is a peculiar emphasis in it, implying that 
it should never be abolished nor give way to 
any other dispensation. Les. 72, ' if— build;' 
98, * wrath.' 



THE CAPTIVE'S SONG. 

"HOW CAN WE SINO;THE LORD'S SONG IN A STRANGE LAND." 

We sat us down by Babel's streams, 

And dreamed soul-saddening memory's dreams, 

And dark thoughts o'er our spirits crept 

Of Sion — and we wept, we wept ' 

Our harps upon the willows hung 

Silent, and tuneless, and unstrung; 

For they who wrought our pains and wrongs, 

Asked us for Sion\s pleasant songs. 

How can we sing Jehovah's praise 

To those who Baal's altars raise ? 

How warble Judah's freeborn hymns, 

With Babel's fetters on our limbs Y 

How chant thy lays dear Fatherland 

To strangers on a foreign strand ':' 

Ah no! we '11 bear grief's keenest sting, 

But dare not Sion's anthems sing. 

Place us where Sharon's roses blow; 
Place us where Siloe's waters flow; 
Place us on Lebanon, that waves 
Its cedars o'er our fathers' graves : 
Place us upon that holy mount, 
Where stands the temple, gleams the fount; 
And lov% and joy shall loose our tongues, 
To warble Sion's pleasant songs. 
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PERIOD VII.] JEREMIAH ACCUSED BY IRIJAH. 

If I should e'er, earth's fairest gem, 
Forget thee, O Jerusalem! 
May my right hand forget its skill, 
To wake the slumbering lyre at will! 
If from my heart, e'en when most gay, 
Thy memory e'er should fade away, 
May my tongue rest within my head 
Mute as the voices of the dead ! 

Neils. 



m. JEREMIAH IS IMPRISONED. 
Jeremiah xxxvii. xxxviii. & lii. 

After the Chaldeans had departed from Jerusalem Jeremiah 
-intended to go into the land of Benjamin ; but when he 
was in the gate, Irijah a captain of the ward, took him, 
saying, " Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans." Jeremiah 
said, " It is false." Irijah brought him to the princes, and 
they cast him into -prison. He was afterwards put into a 
noisome -dungeon for prophesying ; -Ebed-melech the -Ethio- 
pian spoke to the king in his favour, and he was taken out of 
the dungeon, and remained in -the court of the prison. During 
all this time he tried to persuade the king to trust in the word 
of the Lord, and to deliver himself to the Chaldeans to save the 
city from destruction; but he could not prevail. Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the prison till the day the city was 
taken. Now the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, while 
he was shut up in the court of the prison, and he said to Ebed- 
melech the Ethiopian, " Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel ; behold I will bring my words upon this city 
for evil, and not for good ; and they shall be accomplished in 
that day before thee. But I will -deliver thee in that day, 
because thou hast -put thy trust in me, saith the Lord." 

When the city was besieged the famine was very sore ; and 
in the ninth day of the fourth month of the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah's reign, the city was broken up and all the men of 
war fled, and went forth out of the city by night by the way of 
the gate between the two walls, which was by the king's 
garden ; and they went by the way of the plain, for the Chal- 
deans were by the city round about. But the army of the 
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ZEDEKIAH IS TAKEN AND CARRIED INTO BABYLON. 



Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook Zedekiah in 
the plains of Jericho ; and all his army was scattered from 
him. Then they took the king, and carried him up unto the 
king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath ; where he 
gave judgment upon him. And the king of Babylon slew the 
sons of Zedekiah before his eyes : he slew also -all the princes 
of Judah in Riblah. Then he -put out the eyes of Zedekiah ; 
and the king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him 
to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death. 

The chief of the vessels of the temple, of brass, and gold, 
and of silver, were taken away to Babylon, and *the house of 
the Lord, and the king's house, and all the nouses of the great 
men were burned with fire, and the Chaldeans brake down all 
the walls of Jerusalem. Now Nebuchadnezzar had given 
charge concerning Jeremiah to -Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard, saying, " Take him, and look well to him, and do him 
no harm ; but do unto him even as he shall say unto thee." 
Nebuzar-adan and all the king of Babylon's princes sent, and 
took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed 
him to the care of 'Gedaliah. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



intended— not from any fear of danger 
from remaining, bat in company with 
his own people to his native place. 

■prison — a room in the house of Jon- 
athan, the scribe. 

dungeon — probably a deep excavation 
in the court of Jonathan'* house, which 
had previously been used as a cistern 
for containing water, but at this time 
having* only a tenacious sediment or 
' mire' at the bottom, it was a damp and 
noisome place of confinement. 

Ebed-melech — 'king's servant; 1 the 
chief of the attendants in the harem of 
an eastern prince is an important per- 
sonage; possessing peculiar advantages 
of access to his royal master, he gen- 
erally exercises considerable influence 
over him. 

Ethiopian — Zedekiah imitated the 
practice of neighbouring kings by em- 
ploying black slaves; they "were 
esteemed costly luxuries and were only 



found in families of high rank. Such a 
slave was Ebed-melech, a heathen, but 
converted to the true religion. The 
prophet received more kindness from 
this stranger than from his own coun- 
trymen. 

the court of the prison — Zedekiah "Haa" 
evidently a regard for Jeremiah, he not 
only released him from the dungeon, 
but fed him while the siege lasted and 
the famine prevailed ; he listened to his 
exhortations, and wished to follow his 
advice, but his fear of the princes pre- 
vented him. 

deliver himself— -Nebuchadnezzar had 
made Zedekiah king in opposition to 
other claims ; as Zedekiah was a tribu- 
tary king to him, his rebellion was 
altogether unjustifiable. 

deliver thee — God will reward every 
act of kindness done to bis servants, as 
he thus promised to reward Ebed- 
melech. 
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PERIOD VII.] " THE OOMINC 

put thy trust — it is therefore evident 
that tbii Ethiopian was a true worship- 
per of God. 

broken up — referring probably to the 
opening of the subterraneous passage 
referred to in Lesson 120, 'they shall 
dig;' the term, 'city* meaning the 
fortress of Mount Zion. Lesson 56, 
called it.' 

plaint— Lest. 30, ' Jericho.* 
all the princes— Less. 120, 'give the 
men.' 

put out — Less. 120, 'not see it.' 

the house — Lesson 69, *a proverb;' 
Josephus says that the temple was 
burned at noon on the very same day of 
the year on which it was afterwards 
burned by the Romans ; and one of the 
Rabbins tells ns that on both occasions 
the Levites were in their desks singing 
the same Psalm : — 

" He shall bring upon them their own 
iniquity, 

"And shall cut them off in their own 

wickedness; 
" Yea the Lord our God shall cut them 

o£" Psalm zciv. 23. 



JUDGMENT." 

Nebuzar-adan — ' Nebo is the lord.' 

saying — Nebuchadnezzar had been 
informed of Jeremiah's exhortations to 
Zedekiah and the princes to submit 
themselves again to him ; he had heard 
too of bis sufferings, and feeling desirous 
to protect him from further violence he 
commanded bis generals to take charge 
concerning him. 

Gedaliah — Judea being now reduced 
to a province of Bnbylon, Gedaliah is 
made governor. He was a sob of 
Ahikam, one of the four persons of 
distinction whom Josiah sent to consult 
Huldah, the prophetess. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
RlBLAH— a town of Syria, in 
Hamath, where Pharaoh -Necho halted 
on his return from Carchemish ; he here 
deposed Jehoahaz, king of Judah, and 
placed Jehoiakim on the throne. 
Nebuchadnezzar remained at Riblah 
while his general Nebuzar-adan be- 
sieged Jerusalem ; and after the city was 
taken Zedekiah was brought to Riblah 
with the other prisoners, and his eyes 
were put out. 



THE COMING JUDGMENT. 

The world is grown old, and her pleasures are past; 
The world is grown old, and her form may not last; 
The world is grown old, and trembles for fear; 
For sorrows abound, and judgment is near ! 

The sun in the Heaven is languid and pale; 
And feeble and few are the fruits of the vale; 
And the hearts of the nations fail them for fear, 
For the world is grown old, and judgment is near! 

The king on his throne, the bride in her bower, 
The children of pleasure all feel the sad hour; 
The roses are faded, and tasteless the cheer, 
For the world is grown old, and judgment is near ! 

The world is grown old ! — but should we complain, 
Who have tried her and known that her promise is vain? 
Our heart is in Heaven, our home is not here. 
And we look for our crown when judgment is near! 

He be it. 
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123. GEDALIAHS GOVERNMENT. OF TYRE. 
2 Kings xxv. 22 ; Jeremiah xl-xlii ; Ezekiel xxvi-xxvii. 
Before Jeremiah left Ramah Nebuchadnezzar said unto 
him, " -The Lord thy God hath pronounced this evil upon this 
place. Now the Lord hath done according as he hath said : 
because ye have sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed 
his voice, therefore this thing is come unto you. And now, 
behold, I loose thee this day from the chains which were upon 
thine hand. -If it seem good unto thee to come with me into 
Babylon, come ; and I will look well unto thee : but if it seem 
ill unto thee to come with me into Babylon, forbear : behold 
all the land is before thee ; whither it seemeth good and 
convenient for thee to go, thither go." Now while he was not 
yet gone back, he said, " Go back to Gedaliah whom the king 
of Babylon hath made -governor over the cities of Judah, and 
dwell with him among the people : or go wheresoever it 
seemeth convenient unto thee to go." So the captain of the 
guard gave him victuals and a reward, and let him go. Then 
went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah to Mizpah ; and dwelt with 
him among the people that were left in the land. And many 
of the Jews from Moab, Ammon, and Edom, -returned to 
Judah and dwelt in the land. 

Johanan informed Gedaliah that -Baalis, the king of Ammon, 
had sent -Ishmael to slay him. Gedaliah believed it not. Joha- 
nan wanted to go and slay Ishmael, but Gedaliah would not 
allow him, thinking he spoke falsely. Ishmael came to Gedaliah 
at Mizpah, and ate bread with him ; he afterwards arose and 
•slew him and many of his friends, and took away captive some 
of those who had remained with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and de- 
parted to go over to the Ammonites. When Johanan heard of 
all the evil Ishmael had done, he and the captains who were 
with him pursued Ishmael, and overtook him by the waters of 
Gibeon. The people were glad to see Johanan, and turned to 
him, but Ishmael escaped to the Ammonites with eight men. 
Johanan and the captains intended to remove into Egypt, but 
Jeremiah promised them many blessings if they remained in 
the land, and threatened that the sword, and famine, and 
pestilence should follow them if they went into Egypt. 
They obeyed not the voice of the Lord, but went into Egypt, 
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PERIOD VII.] OF THE COMMERCE OF TYRE. 

carrying Jeremiah with them. -While Jeremiah was in Egypt 
the word of the Lord came unto *him, saying, " Take great 
stones in thine hand, and hide them in the clay in the brick- 
kiln, which is at the entry of Pharaoh's house in TaApanhes, 
in the sight of the men of Judah ; and say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, behold, I will send 
and take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant , 
and will set his throne upon these stones that I have hid : and 
he shall spread his royal pavilion over them. And he shall 
smite the land of Egypt and deliver such as are for death to 
death : and such as are for captivity to captivity ; and such as 
are for the sword to the sword. And I will kindle a fire in 
the houses of the gods of Egypt ; and he shall burn them, 
and carry them away captives : and he shall array himself 
with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his gar- 
ment ; and he shall go forth from thence in peace." 

The Tyrians rejoiced when Jerusalem was fallen, and said, 
" I shall be -replenished now she is laid waste." Tyre was 
then a place of 'traffic for many isles ; it was supplied with 
merchandise from many parts of the earth. Egypt supplied 
fine linen with broidered work ; Tarshish supplied silver, 
iron, tin, and lead ; Syria supplied emeralds, purple and 
broidered work, fine linen, coral, and agate ; Judah and Israel 
supplied wheat, honey, oil, and balm ; Sheba and Raamah 
supplied spices, precious stones, and gold. Men from all 
parts of the earth assembled at Tyre, some were mariners, 
others were pilots, others soldiers : her wares and her mer- 
chandise enriched kings of the earth, but God threatened to 
destroy her, to break down her towers, and make her like the 
top of a rock, a place for spreading nets upon, in the midst of 
the sea, that should be built no more. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



The Lord thy God — the heathen con- 
queror acknowledged the truth which 
the people of Israel were *o 0 slow to 
learn — that for their rebellion against 
the Lord all this evil was allowed to 
come upon them. The heathen admit- 
ted that the God of Israel was a tutelary 
deity ; Less. 83, * gods of the hills.' 
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If it seem good, tifc. — the free choice 
was given him, either to go to Babylon, 
where doubtless he would have been 
treated with honour, or to remain with 
his own people. After having spent 
forty years oi unrequited service in the 
welfare of his country, he still chose to 
remain with the remnant left in it. 
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governor— Less. 122, « Gedaliah,' 
returned— during the troubles oftthe 

{>revious years many of the inhabitants, 
Deluding some of the army and the cap- 
tains, had fled to neighbouring places 
for protection ; on hearing of Gedaliah's 
appointment, they returned to Judab, 
and repaired to him at Mizpah. 

Baalis — envious of the appearance of 
returning confidence and prosperity to 
the people that were left in Jndah under 
the judicious government of Gedaliah, 
Baalis, the king of Ammon, plotted his 
destruction, using Ishmael as his tool 
in this abominable project 

Ishmael— he was of the royal blood, 
and he was accompanied in his murder- 
ous expedition by ten of the princes of 
the now desolate kingdom of Judah. 
ate bread— Lens, 31, ' covenant/ 
slew him — not only was the unsus- 
pecting and hospitable Gedaliah thus 
treacherously murdered in his own 
house, but also the Jews who were with 
him, and the Chaldean guard that con- 
stituted the newly formed government 
established at Mizpah, together with 
eighty men who were on their way to 
Jerusalem to weep over the ruins of the 
desolated temple. 

if they went, ffc— there was every 
reason why the people should not go 
into Egypt — these reasons Jeremiah 
urged on them; many express com- 
mands had been given which were 
known to Jeremiah ; Dent. xvii. 16 ; 
Levit. xviii. 3; Josh. xxiv. 14; Isaiah 
xxx. 2, <fec. ; besides which he knew that 
it was, in effect, refusing to submit 
themselves to the king of Babylon, to 
whom God had decreed the government 
of Judea. 

While— Joel had already predicted 
that Egypt should become a desolation, 
(Less. 101, * of Egypt*), and now Jere- 
miah announces its fulfilment as at hand, 
and the name of the conqueror who 
should effect it. Soon alter the conquest 
of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar advanced 
upon Tyre, which he besieged for thir- 
teen years ; be then marched his army 
into Egypt, which, being in a state of 
disorder, offered him on easy conquest; 
he ravaged it, slew thousands of its in- 



habitants, among whom fell many of 
those Jews who had refused to submit 
to his rule in their own land ; he re- 
turned home laden with the spoils of 
that rich and ancient country. 

replenished— they hoped that most of 
the commerce of judah would fall Into 
their hands, thus adding to their wealth 
and commercial influence. 

traffic— Ezek. xxvii. 5-25. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Tahpanhes— a city of Egypt called 
Hanes by Isaiah, where was a palace 
of one of the Pharaohs. Thither Joha- 
nan removed the people from Jerusalem 
after Gedaliah was slain, and with them 
Jeremiah and Baruch. Jeremiah is 
supposed to have died at Tahpanhes. 

Tyre— Less. 56, « workmen," Tyre ;' 
67, 'unto the sea/ Owing to its fine 
situation on the Mediterranean Sea, and 
its caravan trade, Tyre attained great 
commercial prosperity; the Tyrians 
were, however, a wicked and abandoned 
people, and their cily was condemned 
to utter ruin. From the earliest period 
of its history Tyre was strongly forti- 
fied ; it withstood a siege of five years 
under Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, 
and in a sea-fight twelve Tyrian galleys 
defeated sixty vessels which formed the 
Assyrian's fleet. After Nebuchadnezzar 
departed from Judah he laid siege to 
Tyre, which withstood his powerful 
armaments for thirteen years; the 
inhabitants foreseeing that success must 
ultimately attend the Babylonian arms, 
removed all their valuable property to 
the neighbouring island, so that when 
Nebuchadnezzar enteied the city he 
found nothing to repay him for his 
labour and vast expense. The new city 
rose to an eminence of commercial 
greatness not inferior to its predecessor, 
but with its prosperity, vice, luxury, 
and idolatry increased till its iniquities 
rose to heaven, and drew down the 
judgments of God upon it. Its palaces 
are destroyed, and the waves of the sea 
roll over them ; its quays are deserted 
and in ruins, and upon their walls a 
few poor fishermen hang their nets to 
dry, thus literally fulfilling the Lord >s 
tbreatenings by his servants, Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel. 
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, TYRE. 
HOD VU / 

*^ t VglCB THB KINGS OF THB EARTH WITH THE MULTITUDE 

-I** PlP % f fHY BICMES AND OF TH* MERCHANDISE." 

fair * ere ^ ships, the stately cedar's boast, 
fteir broider'd sails adorned thy verdant coast ; 
jj a jestic surges rule'd their trackless course 
j^d steer'd them lightly o'er the billows hoarse. 
Amid thy huts the Persian bands display'd, 
Their shields bright glittering, and their helmet's shade: 
Quick to the mast, the neighbouring nations press'd 
Beheld thy glory, and thy power confess'd. 
Stern Tarshish came to spread her costly store, 
Of massy ingots, and of glittering ore : 
Slow move'd the ships of Javan o'er the waves, 
Whose sails were heavy with the sigh of slaves; — 
And there repair'd Togarmah's sons, who lead 
The prancing courser, and the neighing steed; 
There Dedan's train display'd with boastful air, 
Dark, polish' d ebon mix'd with ivory rare ; 
Syria arriv'd with emeralds glittering bright, 
And purple, streaming to the dazzled sight : — 
Judea journey'd from her vallies calm, 
With wheat, oil, honey, and the healing balm ; 
Wool, white as snow, the rich Damascus bore, 
With wines and spices from a foreign shore; 
Arabia's princes move'd with lofty mien, 
And Sheba's merchants, 'mid the throng were seen; 
These all, O Tyre ! beheld, with wondering eye, 
Thy countless wealth, and royal majesty. 

Mrs. Sigournbt. 



124. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S VISION. 
Daniel ii. iii. 

In the second year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign he -dreamed 
dreams wherewith his spirit was troubled, but which he could 
not call to remembrance when he awoke. He sent for his 
•wise men, and commanded them to tell him the dreams, and 
the interpretation of them. The Chaldeans answered the king 
•™d said, " There is not a man upon the earth that can shew 
^68 
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the king's matter : therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, 
that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chal- 
dean. And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there 
is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, 
whose dwelling is not with flesh." Then the king was angry 
and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men 
of Babylon. And the decree went forth that the wise men 
should be slain : and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be 
slain. But Daniel requested that time should be given them, 
and he went home and told his friends, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah, to desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning 
this secret. In a night vision God made known -the dream 
and its interpretation unto Daniel, who praised and thanked 
God. Daniel first told the king the dream, and afterwards 
explained it to him. -Four kingdoms were to succeed each 
other after Babylon ; the fourth was to be the strongest, but 
during its decline, God would set up a kingdom which should 
stand for ever. When Daniel had made these things known 
to Nebuchadnezzar he acknowledged the -greatness of God, 
and made Daniel -ruler over the province of Babylon. Hana- 
niah, Mishael, and Azariah, were also . promoted to offices of 
honour, their names having been changed to -Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. 

Nebuchadnezzar -set up an image of gold in the plain of 
Dura. He called together the princes, governors, captains, 
and other officers. A herald commanded them all, at the 
sound of the musical instruments, to fall down and worship 
the image ; and whosoever fell not down and worshipped it, 
should be cast into a burning fiery -furnace. Some Chaldeans 
came, and accused Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to the 
king of not obeying his decree. The king repeated his decree 
to them ; they answered, that their God was able to deliver 
them from the burning fiery furnace ; but. if not, they would 
not serve Nebuchadnezzar's gods, nor worship his golden 
image. The king was full of fury at the boldness of these 
men, wherefore he commanded the furnace to be made seven 
times hotter. The three Jews were bound and cast into the 
midbt of the furnace, and the flame of the furnace destroyed 
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PERIOD VII.] THE FIERY FURNACE. 

the men who cast them in. Immediately the king was aston- 
ished to see four men in the furnace, -walking about unhurt : 
and the form of the fourth was like the Son of God. He then 
called Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, to come forth. Not 
a hair of their head was singed, for the fire had no power on 
them. Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, *' Blessed be 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent 
his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and 
have -changed the king's word, and -yielded their bodies, that 
they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own 
God. Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, 
and language, which speak anything amiss against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be -cut in pieces, and 
their houses shall be made a dunghill; because there is no 
other God that can deliver after this sort." Then the king 
promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province 
of Babylon. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

dreamed dreams— they inade »o 'deep 
an impression on his mind that he felt 
convinced they had a divine origin. In 
like manner Pharaoh had nn, impression 
of the great importance of his dreams, 
for he palled in his wise men and maffi- 
cjnns to interpret them ; Less. 15. The 
agitation of Nebuchadnezzar was 
extreme, becnuse nothing remained on 
his memory but an indistinct and pain- 
ful impression that some important 
matters had been foreshadowed to him 
in his vision. 

wise men— from very early times 
Babylon was distinguished as a seat of 
learning, where astronomical science 
was cultivated & literature encouraged ; 
but there is reason to believe that 
whatever its wi*e men knew of the mo- 
tions and order of the heavenly bodies 
resulted rather from their foolish and 
vain attempts to read the future in the 
stars, than from their study of the laws 
and phenomena of nature. 

to tell him — he concluded that the 
same divine power which made known 
to them the interpre'ation of dreams 
eould also communicate the dreams 
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themselves ; his demand therefore to 
have the dream told him first was a 
test of their ability to interpret it after- 
wards. The king seemed to feel assured 
that his dream referred to future im- 
portant events, and he might reasonably 
enough conclude that their professed 
power ot foretelling future events would 
avail them, if they were not impostors. 

Chaldeans— it appears that the des- 
cendants of the ancient inhabitants of 
Babylon preserved themselves from 
amalgamation with those people who in 
succeeding ages were added to the 
population of this increasing city. They 
were divided into classes or castes, one 
of which was military, and another 
sacerdotal, which included the wise 
men and sages. 

gods— Less. S3, ' gods of the hills.' 

the dream — the king saw a majestic 
and brilliant figure of a man, whose 
head was of gold, his breast and arms of 
silver, his belly and thighs of brass, his 
legs of iron, and his feet partly iron and 
partly clay. As he beheld it witn wonder- 
ing awe, a stone, cut out of the mountain 
without hands smote it in the (eel, 
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breaking them to pieces ; the iron, clay, 
bras*, silver, and gold composing it were 
reduced to powder and the wind wafted 
it away like chaff; the stone then be 
came a great mountain which filled the 
whole earth. It was not uncommon 
then to representjciugdoms or cities by 
human figures ( Lesson 114, 'daughter') 
and their condition by the materials of 
which^they were composed. 

Four kingdoms— the first was the 
Babylonian—" thou art that head of 
gold" said Danieljto Nebuchadnezzar ; 
the second was the Persian, which 
commenced with the death of Belshaz- 
xar; the third was the Grecian, and the 
fourth was the Roman kingdom. 

decline — corresponding with its de- 
cliue the gospel of Christ has been 
extended. 

God would — indicated by the stone 
miraculously produced from the moun- 
tain — no human instrumentality being 
employed to cut it out. 

for ever — the kingdom of the Redeemer 
shall never perish, for Christ must 
reign till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet ; then he shall come to reign 
in glorious majesty. 

greatness of God — he said that Daniel's 
God was a God of gods and a Lord of 
lords. 

ruler — he was also appointed chief 
governor over all the wise men. 

promoted — advanced to high positions 
in the civil affairs of the kingdom ; this 
was done at the request of Daniel who 
thus showed that he was not so elated 
by his own honours as to be unmindful 
of his friends, to whose prayers, united 
with his own, he owed the divine 
communication made to him respecting 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream. 

Shradaeh, ifc. — their names were 
changed so that their foreign origin 
should be less apparent ; this common 
practice in the East has been alluded to 
nJready. Daniel's name was changed to 
Belteshazzar. These Hebrews did not 
however abandon their religion, nor feel 
less sympathy with their fellow cap- 
tives, nor did they acknowledge their 
Chaldean names among themselves. 



set up — this eveut occurred when Nebu- 
chadnezzar had returned from his 
victories over the Ninevites, Egyptians, 
Tyrians, and other nations. Ascribing his 
success to his god, he determined on 
erecting a majestic idol to his honour, 
and compelling the myriads ol his people 
to worship it. Daniel was probably in 
some remote part of the kingdom at 
this time, for his name is not mentioned 
in the record of the event. 

herald — a king's crier. 

furnace — this immense receptacle for 
the sacred fire, kindled in honour of the 
god, stood before the golden image and 
glowed day and night with a perpetual 
blaze. The king's seat was so elevated 
that he commanded a view oi the open- 
ing and interior of the furnace. Com- 
pare Less.Sl, * Baal;' 71,* Ammonites.' 

walking about — wbat an idea does this 
give of the vastness of the furnace ! The 
fire consumed the ropes which bound 
the three Jews, but had no effect on 
themselves. 

Son of God — the idea that the gods 
sent their sons to execute important 
commissions was held by the henthen ; 
in this case the beauty in form and 
countenance of the fourth person, as 
well as hi* miraculous appearance in the 
furnace, satisfied the king that he was 
a messenger sent by the God of the 
Hebrews to rescue his faithful wor- 
shippers from the power ot Baal's 
furnace. 

changed — nullified the king's decree, 
so that henceforth it should not be 
compulsory on his subjects to worship 
his idol. 

yielded — gave themselves up to entire 
reliance on Jehovah, with confidence 
that he would deliver them from the 
flames. 

every people — his dominion extended 
over many nations diverse from each 
other in language, customs, and reli- 
gious observances. 

cut in pieces — this barbarous and 
bruial practice was not uncommon in 
ancient times, nor is it yet extinct in 
the East. A gag was so treated by 
command of tiamuel ; Lesson 4 5, then 
slew.' 
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THE FIERY FURNACE. 

«LO, I HER FOUR MEN LOOSE, WALKING IN THE MlDST OF THE FIRE, AND THEY 
HAVE NO HURT ; AND THE FORM OF THE FOURTH IS LIKE THE SON OF GOD." 

When persecution's torrent blaze 



Wraps tbe unshrinking Martyr's head ; 
When fade all earthly flowers and bays, 

When summer friends are gone and fled, 
Is he alone in that dark hour 
Who owns the Lord of love and power? 

And when the wicked ones behold 
Thy favourites walking in thy light, 

Just as, in fancied triumph bold, 
They deem'd them lost in deadly night, 

Amaz'd they cry, " What spell is this, 

"Which turns their sufferings all to bliss? 

"How are they free whom we had bound, 
"Upright, whom in the gulf we cast? 

"What wondrous helper have they found 
"To screen them from the scorching blast? 

"Three were they — who hath made them four? 

"And sure a form divine he wore. 

" Even like the Son of God," so cried 
The Tyrant, when in one fierce flame 

The martyrs liv'd, the murderers died: 
Yet knew he not what angel came 

To make the rushing fire-flood seem 

Like summer breeze by woodland stream. 



125. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S PRIDE. 
Dan. iv. ; Jer. lii. 31-34 ; Dan. vii-ix. 
Nebuchadnezzar had a -second dream which his wise men 
could not interpret. He therefore sent for Daniel, and told it 
to him. Daniel was troubled in his thoughts for an hour. 
He then declared the interpretation of the dream to Nebu- 
chadnezzar. This dream was to shew the king that he should 
be driven from men, and eat grass as oxen. Daniel then 
advised the king to break off his sins by righteousness. About 
a year after, the king walked in his 'palace, and said, " Is not 
this great Babylon that *I have built for the house of my king- 
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S PRIDE PUNISHED. [606-400 B.C. 

dom, by the might of my power, and the honour of my majes- 
ty ?" -While he thus spoke a voice came from heaven, saying, 
" The kingdom is departed from thee ;" — his dream was ful- 
filled — he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were 
grown like eagle's feathers, and his nails like bird s claws. At 
the end of seven years Nebuchadnezzar's reason was restored 
to him, and he made known to all nations the signs and 
wonders the High God had wrought toward him. He 
said, " I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, 
and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed -the 
most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for 
ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion and his king- 
dom is from generation to generation : and all the inhabitants 
of the earth are -reputed as -nothing : and he doeth according to 
his will in the -army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth : and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What 
doest thou ? At the same time my reason returned unto me ; 
and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness 
returned unto me ; and my counsellers and my lords sought 
unto me ; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent 
majesty was added unto me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise 
and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works 
are the truth, and his ways judgment : and those that walk in 
pride he is able to abase." 

When -Jehoiachin had been in captivity thirty-seven years, 
•Evil-merodach, the son and successor of Nebuchadnezzar, 
brought him out of prison, and spake kindly to him, and set 
him above the other kings that were in Babylon, and changed 
his prison garments, and shewed other kindness unto him. 

Daniel had a vision of four great beasts, which were explained 
to him to mean -successive kingdoms and powers of the earth. 
But Daniel saw in his vision that all these thrones and king- 
doms came to ruin ; then the ancient of days came and judg- 
ment was given to the saints of the most High ; and the saints 
possessed the kingdom. Daniel had afterwards -another vision, 
of a ram with two horns — the -kings of Media and Persia — of 
a he-goat — the king of Grecia — and of a king of fierce counten- 
ance, whose power should -destroy the mighty and the holy 
people. 373 
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second dream — the king thought he saw 
a lofty, fruitful, and majestic tree, beneath 
whose rich and extended foliage the birds 
of the air and beasts of the earth found 
shade and defence, and whose fruit sus- 
tained all mankind ; while he admired it a 
' watcher, * or messenger, commanded that 
it should be cut down to its roots, saying, 
44 let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and 
let his portion be with the beasts in the 
grass of the earth ; let his heart be changed, 
and let a beast's heart be given unto him, 
and let seven times pass over him.*' 

palace — this magnificent building stood in 
the centre of an immense square ; it was 
situated on the western side of the Eu- 
phrates, where stood the more modern part 
of the city— then the metropolis of the world. 

/ have built - not as its founder, for the 
ancient city had existed from the time of 
the building of the tower whence it derived 
its name ; but as the enlarger and improver 
of it, and by whose fame and conquests it 
had become the chief city of the world. 

tehile— in the moment of his self-exulta- 
tion and pride, he was deprived of his 
reason, and given up to the infatuation of 
imagining himself an ox ; acting under this 
idea he neglected his person, refused the 
luxurious accommodations of his palace, 
shunned the society of reasonable creatures, 
assumed the habits of these animals, and 
wandered day and night with vhem. 

seven pears— or seven * times ;' the word 
* times' representing years in prophetic 
writings. Evil-merodach, his son reigned 
during this period ; Less. 196, 4 queen.' 

the Most High - this affliction resulted in 
the conversion of Nebuchadnezzar to the 
worship of the Lord of Heaven and Earth. 

reputed— valued ; esteemed. 

nothing— his pride and self-sufficiency 
were perfectly cured. 

his will— he renounced his former boasting 
of the power of his god, and the irrespon- 
sibility of his own actions. 
army— the spiritual inhabitants of heaven 
and, in a subordinate sense, the planetary 
system. 

JiAoiachin— the successor of Jehoiakim. 
Lesson 118, • taken.' 

EvU-merodaeh — the son of Nebuchadnezzar 
^■h^lhe father of Belshazzar ; his reign was 
ihort, for at the end of two years, he 



was slain in a battle with the Persians, or 
according to some he was assassinated by 
his brother-in-law. His brief reign was 
characterized with great cruelty. Compare 
Less. 110, * he was slain.' 

vision — he saw that the four great winds 
blew with violence upon the Mediterranean 
Sea, out of which four great beasts arose; 
the first was like a lion with eagle's wings, 
the second was like a bear, the third was 
like a leopard having four heads, and four 
wings of a fowl on its back, and the fourth 
was not like any animal of which he had 
knowledge, but it was dreadful and terrible, 
and exceeding strong, armed with iron teeth 
and ten horns. 

succrssive kingdoms — kingdoms that arose 
one after another; the same as those re- 
presented by the great figure of Nebu- 
chadnezzar's first dream. Less. 124, ' Four 
kingdoms.' 

another vision — the same kingdoms still 
represented by different figures, illustrating 
further particulars respecting them. 

kings — put for kingdoms or powers. 

destroy — the overthrow of Jerusalem by 
the Romans is here predicted. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Media — an extensive country of Asia, 
south of the Caspian sea, and north of 
Persia, supposed to have been peopled by 
the descendants of Madai, third son of 
Japheth. Nebuchadnezzar went against 
Media and Persia after he had defeated 
Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, & conquered 
Judah. Babylonia was afterwards taken 
from Belshazzar, the grandson of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, by Dairus the Mede, the uncle 
of Cyrus. Soon after, Media was attached 
to the Persian Empire. 

Pjcesta — a vast and celebrated country of 
Asia, of which Elam formed a small part. 
The Persian kings took Babylon while the 
Jews were there in captivity. Cyrus, one 
of the Persian kings, decreed freedom to 
the Jews, as bad been foretold by Isaiah. 

Grbcia — the countries inhabited by the 
descendants of Javan, the fourth son of 
Japheth, and the father of the Grecians, 
and Ionians, and afterwards called Greeks, 
This country comprised much of Asia 
Minor and the principal islands in the 
Mediterranean Sea, 
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR. 

«'IS NOT THIS GREAT BABYLON THAT I HAVE BUILT.. .BY THE MIGHT OF 
MY POWKR, AND FOR THE HONOUR OF MY MAJESTY ?" 

The monarch of Babylon strode through his hall, 
And his bosom with impious joy was o'erflowing ; 

As he look'd on his mighty possessions— on all 

The splendours that round him their radiance were throwing. 

" Is this not"— he cried in the pride of his heart— 

"The city I built for my honour and glory? 
"The city from earth that shall never depart— 

"That shall ever be bright with the light of my story?" 

While the words of ambition were yet on his tongue- 
Like swift-shooting bolt from the thunder-cloud darted, — 

A voice fell from Heaven— "The sceptre is wrung, 
" Vain king ! from thy hand, and thy glory departed." 

That hour— from the presence of men he was driven, 
And he brows'd upon grass like the oxen before him; 

And his body was wet with the dew drops of heaven, 
And the storm of the wild in its fury blew o'er him. 

His heart by no human endearment was stirr'd ; 

His bowlings went forth where the forest-gloom gathers; 
Till the nails of his hands grew like claws of a bird, 

And the hairs of his head like the wild eagle's feathers. 

When seven long years of afflictions had passed, 
He returned all renewed to the throne of his nation; 

And he bowed him in trembling submission at last, 
To the Monarch of monarchs— the Lord of Creation. 

W. Knox. 



126. BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST. 
Daniel v. 

•Belshazzar, the last king of Babylon, was the grandson and 
successor of Nebuchadnezzar. He made a great feast to a 
thousand of his lords, and he commanded the golden and silver 
vessels belonging to the temple of Jerusalem to be brought. 
He and his -wives, and -concubines, drank wine from them, and 
praised the gods of gold, and silver, brass, iron, wood, and 
stone. In that same hour a hand appeared writing on the 
wall of the palace. The king called for the wise men of 
Babylon, and said unto them, " Whosoever shall read this 
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PERIOD VII.] INTERPRETATION OP THE WRITING. 

writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be 
clothed with -scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, 
and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. But -none of 
them could read the writing. The queen spoke of Daniel to 
the king. He was sent for, and the king asked him to interpret 
the writing, and promised him the rewards which he had 
offered to his wise men. Then Daniel answered the king, " Let 
thy gifts be to thyself and give thy rewards to another : yet I 
will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him 
the interpretation. O thou king, the most high God gave 
Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom and majesty, and glory, 
and honour : and for the majesty that he gave him, -all people, 
nations, and languages trembled and feared before him : -whom 
he would he slew ; and 'whom he would he kept alive ; and 
•whom he would he set up ; and 'whom he would he put down. 
But his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, 
he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his 
glory from him : and he was driven from the sons of men ; 
and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was 
with the wild asses : they fed him with grass like the oxen, 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven ; till he knew 
that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that 
he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. And, thou his 
son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou 
knewest all this ; but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord 
of heaven ; and they have brought the vessels of his house 
before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy 
concubines, have drunk wine in them ; and thou hast praised 
the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, 
which see not, nor hear, nor know : and the God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorified." He then declared the interpretation of -the writing ; 
" God hath -numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. — Thou art 
weighed in the -balances, and art found wanting — thy kingdom 
is -divided, and given to the Medes and Persians'* The king 
immediately exalted Daniel to great honour. 

The Medes and the Persians had for two years besieged Baby- 
- Ion without being able to take the city. But this very night, 
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while the inhabitants of Babylon were revelling, the besieging 
army, under Cyrus, turned off the waters of the river into 
another channel, and then marched into the city through the 
bed of the river which was left dry. When they came to the 
palace they slew Belshazzar and many of his princes, made 
prisoners of his soldiers, and took possession of the city, which 
was then -included in the kingdom of Darius the Mede. 
NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 

venting the king's death, nnd the latter 
for not having predicted it. This would 
account for Belshazzar's ignorance of 
the name and character of Daniel. 
all people— Less. 124, * every people.' 
whom he would — compare Less. 66, 
'said 6T, « to slay ;' 124, * cut in pieces.' 

the writing — "MENS, MRNE, tekel, 
PERES, upharsiM ;" though in Hebrew 
characters the words were Chaldean ; 
but it would be impossible to interpret 
them without divine instruction, as they 
do not alone contain an intelligible 
sentence, several intervening words 
requiring to be supplied. 

numbered — the years of the Babylon- 
ish sovereignity had come to a close. 
balances — Divine justice, under various 
characters, has been represented in 
ancient, as well as modern times, by a 
balance, as if weighing the merit or 
demerit of human actions. The figure 
is plain and forcible. 

divided— between the Medes and 
Persians. 

included — the denunciation of Jeremiah 
(Lea*. 117, 'punish') was now fully 
accomplished. 



Belshazzar — the son of Evil-merodach 
and the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar ; 
before his accession, and subsequent to 
the death of his father, two persons — 
one his uncle and the other his cousin 
reigned for a few years; Belsbazzar's 
reign was very licentious. 

trim— Lesson 71, 'a great many.' 

concubines — Lesson 34, ' concubine.' 

scarlet — this brilliant colour has 
always been highly valued for rich 
apparel and tapestry; hence it is used as 
an emblem of luxurious honour. 

none could — because the inscription 
was in ancient Hebrew characters, 
which are very different to the Chaldean 
characters. 

queen — she was doubtless the qneen • 
mother, the widow of Evil-merodach, 
who must have been familiar with the 
wisdom and celebrity of Daniel during 
the seven years regency of her husband ; 
I*es. 125, * seven years.' It is not impro- 
bable that the same practice was ob- 
served at the death of Nebuchadnezzar 
which still exists in Persia — to expel 
from the court all the physicians 
and wise men, the former for not pre- 



BELSHAZZAR. 

«MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PEKES, UPHARSIN." 

Belshazzar is King ! Belshazzar is Lord ! 
And a thousand dark nobles all bend at his board: 
Fruits glisten, flow'rs blossom, meats steam, and a flood 
Of the wine that man loveth runs redder than blood : 
Wild dancers are here, and a riot of mirth, 
And the beauty that maddens the passions of earth ; 
And the crowds all shout, 
Till the vast roofs ring, — 
" All praise to Belshazzar, Belshazzar the king !" 
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" Bring forth," cries the monarch, " the vessels of gold, 
Which my father tore down from the temple of old; 
Bring forth, and we'll drink, while the trumpets are Mown, 
To the gods of bright silver, of gold, and of stone : 
Bring forth!" — and before him the vessels all shine, 
And he bows unto Baal, and drinks the dark wine; 

Whilst the trumpets bray, 

And the cymbals ring, — 
" Praise, praise to Belshazzar, Belshazzar the king 1» 

What cometh ? — look, look ! without menace, or call . 
Who writes, with the lightning's bright hand, on the wall? 
What pierceth the King, like the point of a dart? 
Wh»>t drives the cold blood from his cheek to his heart? 
" Chaldeans ! Magicians ! the letters expound !" 
They are read, and Belshazzar is dead on the ground; 

Hark! — The Persian is come 

On a conqueror's wing; 
And a Mede's on the throne of Belshazzar the king ! 

Proctor. 

127. DANIEL ACCUSED. 
Daniel vi ; ix. Ezra i. 
Darius, king of the Medes and Persians, placed over bis king- 
dom one-hundred-and-twenty princes ; and over these he 
appointed three presidents, of whom he made Daniel the chief. 
The presidents and princes envied Daniel, but could find no 
error or fault in him of which to accuse him. Then said these 
men, " We shall not find any occasion against -this Daniel 
except we find it against him concerning the law of his God 
so -they got the king -to sign a decree, that if for thirty days, 
any one should ask a petition of any God or man except the 
king, he should be cast into -a den of lions. The decree 
was made and signed. Now when Daniel knew that the writing 
was signed, he went into his house ; and his windows being 
open in his chamber 'toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before 
his God, as he did aforetime. Then these men assembled, 
and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his 
God ; wherefore they accused him to the king of doing con- 
trary to the decree. The king was displeased with himself for 
having made the decree, and he set his heart to deliver Daniel 
till the going down of the sun, but the decree could not be 
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changed, because the decrees made by the kings of the Medes 
and Persians were unalterable. As the sun went down, the 
princes assembled, and required of the king to cast Daniel into 
the den of lions. The king was obliged to consent ; but as 
they were about to cast him in, he said unto Daniel, " 'Thy God 
whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee." Daniel 
was then cast into the den of lions. The king passed the night 
in fasting, and slept not ; and in the morning he arose early, 
went to the den, and called upon Daniel, who answered that 
his God had sent his angel, and -shut the lions' mouths. 
Daniel was taken out of the den, and no hurt was found on 
him, because he believed God. His -accusers were then cast 
into the den, and the lions destroyed them. Then Darius 
made -a decree, which he sent into every part of his kingdom. 
He said, " I make -a decree, that in every dominion of my 
kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel : -for 
he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall 
be even unto the end. He delivereth and rescueth, and he 
worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath 
delivered Daniel from the power of the lions." 

Daniel knew that the time appointed for the captivity, accord- 
ing to the -prophecy of Jeremiah, was nearly expired. He made 
confession of the sins of his people to God, and he prayed 
earnestly for their restoration to Jerusalem. While he was 
praying, the angel -Gabriel appeared to Daniel, and informed 
him of many things that should happen in future years in 
Jerusalem and in Judea. In the first year of the reign of 
Cyrus, who succeeded Darius, he made a -proclamation to the 
Jews throughout all his kingdom that they should return, and 
rebuild their city, and the house of God in Jerusalem. Thus 
the prophecy of Isaiah respecting Cyrus was fulfilled. Cyrus 
brought forth the vessels of the house of the Lord, and 
numbered them to Sheshbazzar, (-Zerubbabel) the prince of 
Judah. All the vessels of gold and silver were five-thousand- 
and-four-hundred. Sheshbazzar brought them up to Jeru- 
salem, together with the people who returned from the 
captivity. The whole congregation, together with their ser- 
Tants and maids, were about sixty- thousand. 
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NOTE8 AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Darius — it appear* that he was ancle 
both to Cyrus and Belsbazzar, one of 
hi* sisters having' married the king: of 
Persia, another the king of Bnbylon. 
Cyrus married the daughter of Darius 
(and in the absence of a male heir) be- 
came entitled to the throne of Media; 
in bis person, therefore, the two king- 
doms, Media and Persia, were united. 

envied — they disliked him because of 
his religion, his nation, and his inflex- 
ible integrity; and (hey envied him 
because of the great favour shown to 
him by Darius. 

this Daniel — tbey mentioned his name 
with contempt; it appears that at the 
overthrow of Babylon be renounced the 
public acknowledgment of his foreign 
name — Beltesbnzzar. 

they got — Darius, who was now aged, 
was of a weak and pliable disposition, 
though of a cruel & revengeful temper ; 
profane writers say that notwithstand- 
ing 1 his sternness and rigour he was 
easily managed. 
to sign, 6fc. — the king felt flattered, but 
did not see the object of (heir proposal. 

a den, tfc. — this is the first mention 
of such a punishment. From monu- 
ments and coins connected with Baby- 
lon we have evidence of the existence 
of this barbarous practice, fully corro- 
borating the Scripture narratives. 

toward — Less. 31, * before.' 

unalterable — the kings of Persia as- 
sumed that they were something higher 
than common humanity, <fc their people 
countenanced the assumption ; hence 
their wor<l was law, their decisions being 
esteemed infallible and irreversible. 



Thy God — the power of the Lord of 
heaven and earth was admitted by the 
king, but only as the God of the Jews ! 
Less. 83, * gods of the hills/ 

shut — one of the sculptures found at 
Babylon iepresents a man standing on 
two sphynxes, holding fast two wild 
animals by a fore-paw of each. It is 
thought by some that tbi* is a distorted 
representation of Daniel's deliverance. 

accusers — not only were they destroy- 
ed, but the cruel Darius outraged every 
feeling of humanity and justice by 
consigning their wives and children to 
the same dreadful death. 

a decree — such a decree could only 
proceed from one who esteemed himself 
infallible ; see ' unalterable,* above. 

/'or he is — the wonderful deliverance 
Daniel made an impression upon the 
mind of Darius favourable to the claims 
put forth and maintained by the " child- 
ren of the captivity," that Jehovah, their 
God, was the only living and trne God. 
prophecy — Lesson 1 17, * seventy.' 
Gabriel — « the strength of God ;' this 
highly favoured ministering angel was 
also sent with important communica- 
tions at a later period to Zacbarias, the 
father of John the Baptist, and to Mary, 
t he mother of Jesus. 

proclamation — the "-eamble of which 
proves that Cyrus was familiar with the 
prophecy of Isiiiah respecting him (Les. 
Ill,* Cyrus') and that he fully acknow- 
ledged the sovereignty of Jehovah in 
the affairs of men. " 

Zerubbabel— ' born in Babylon;' this 
was probably bis Jewish name, and 
Sheshbazzar his Babylonian name ; he 
was of the royal line of David. 



THE KING AND THE PROPHET. 

"THY GOD WHOM THOU 8ERVEST CONTINUALLY, HE WILL DELIVER 1 HEE." 

Around the monarch's restless couch 

To nierht the voice of song he mute ; 
No gentle maids, with soothing touch, 

Draw music from the melting lute ; 
Nor fill the cup for royal feast; 

Alone the Mede in sorrow lies, 
And mourns the wrath, to famish'd beast 

That gave the holy and the wise. 
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Could he have change'd the stern decree? 

How slowly wears the night away! 
The stars are fading silently; 

Bright flashes in the eastern day; — 
Behold the anxious monarch steal 

To yonder den with slaughter dyed; 
With tremhling hand his signet seal 

He hreaks, and rolls the stone aside. 

He sees the lions' large red eyes 

Far gleaming through the darkness lone ; 
" Oh, Daniel ! dost thou live he cries, 

" And hath thy Lord God kept his own ?" 
He hends his head, he strains his ear; — 

Lo! to his lamentable call 
The Prophet's voice comes calm and clear, 

As if he trod his palace-hall; 

" O King, live ever in thy might ! 

God's holy angel hath been here ; 
He watch'd beside me all the night, 

The famish'd lions drew not near 
Thus ever doth the Lord God shroud 

Who serve his name in innocence." 
Now, joy to Media's monarch proud ! 

Now, draw the rescued Propnet thence. 

Where now is Daniel's spirit high, 

When trials wait on Christian deed? 
When evil men stand scoffing by, 

And mock our hope, and scorn our meed ? 
Where now when foes and fears are round, 

The faith that hath no doubt, no care? 
In vain for him the monarch frown'd, 

And chid the oft-repeated prayer; 

Still thrice a day the exile set 

His face where western sun-beams fall; 
And faithful memory wander'd yet 

To Solomon's forsaken wall. 
We turn back at a word, a jest, 

We tremble at a comrade's sneer; 
We know it right, we feel it best 

To serve the Lord, and yet we fear. 



Verses for Holy Seasons. 
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PERIOD VII.] THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE TEMPLE LAID. 

128. REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. 
Ezra iii-vi. 

Zerubbabel, the governor, and Jeshua, the high-priest, for- 
warded the -re-building of the temple ; they engaged masons 
and carpenters to execute the work, they also -gave meat, and 
drink and oil to the people of Zidon and Tyre to bring cedar 
trees -from Lebanon to Joppa, as Cyras had granted them. 
And when the 'builders laid 'the foundation of the temple of the 
Lord, they set the priests in their -apparel with -trumpets, and 
the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with -cymbals, to praise the 
Lord, after the -ordinance of David, king of Israel. And they 
sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the 
Lord ; because he is good, for his mercy endure! h for ever 
toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, 
when they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the 
house of the Lord was laid. But many of the priests and 
Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that 
had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house 
was laid before their eyes, wept with a -loud voice ; and 
many shouted aloud for joy : so that the people could not 
discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of weeping 
of the people : for the people shouted with a loud shout, and 
the noise was heard afar off. 

The re-building of the temple was delayed -fourteen years by 
the -Samaritans, whom -Esar-haddon had placed in Samaria. 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua said -they had nothing to do with the 
people of Judah, whom Cyrus had commanded to build the 
temple. Then they strove to hinder them all the days of 
Cyrus. The prophet Haggai reproved the Jews for delaying 
the building ; he also prophesied that the glory of the secoad 
temple should be -greater than the glory of the first. 

•Tatnai, the governor of the province, -saw the work on which 
the Jews were engaged, and he wrote to Darius to ascertain if 
Cyrus had made the decree of which the Jews informed him. 
The decree was found at Ackmetka; and Darius wrote to 
Tatnai not to let the work be hindered, but to help them in 
money, bullocks, oil, rams, and lambs for their offerings. 
Tatnai obeyed this decree of the king. The temple was 
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•finished ; the priests and the Levites were appointed for its 
service ; large offerings were made at its dedication ; and the 
feast of the passover was held by all who had kept themselves 
from the idolatries of the heathens. 

Some years after, while the Jews were employed in com- 
pleting the city, the Samaritans conspired against them, and 
accused them to Ahasuerus, king of Persia, of being a rebel- 
lious people unwilling to pay tribute, for which cause the city 
had formerly been destroyed. This king sent commandment 
to the Jews to cease from building, and the Samaritans went 
up to Jerusalem aud forced them to discontinue the work. 
NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



re building— Leu*. 64, 'stone,' 'iron,' 
* bra**,' ' cedar- frees.' 

gave meat — Lesson 6T, * food.' 

from — Lesson 67, * unto the sea.' 

builders— at this time the Jews were 
not so dependent upon the assistance of 
Tyrian workmen as iheir ancestors had 
been in the days of David and Solomon ; 
Less. 56, * workmen.' The edifices 
constructed under the direction of 
several of the kings of Judah sufficiently 
attest their mechanical skill, 

apparel — Les. 23, * ephod,' * robe,' <fec. 

trumpets — Lesson 30, « trumpets.' 

cymbals — Lesson 56, 'cymbals.' 

ordinance — appointment ; Less. 65, 
'Levites;' 'priests.' 

aU — the majority; those who had not 
seen the first temple. 

loud voice — men as well as women, 
by the custom of the East, give utterance 
to grief with tears and loud lamentations. 
, fourteen years — Cyrus reigned seven 
years, his son Cambyses four years, a 
usurper, named Smerdis seven months; 
Darius Hystaspes then ascended the 
throne, and when he had reigned about 
two years, he issued a decree confirming 
to the Jews all the privileges and royal 
grants included in the original decree of 
Cyrus. 

Samaritans — Less 108, 'brought men,' 
' to teach.' 
Esttr-haddon —Lesson 112, < king,' 



they had nothing, Sfc. — satisfactorily 
proving that the Jews did not regard 
the people of Samaria as consisting 
chiefly of returned Israelites, which 
some have maintained. Had the colo- 
nists brought in by Csarhaddon gradually 
returned home, and the Israelites from 
the Caspian sea succeeded in making 
their way back in small bodies, the Jews 
would have been aware of these circum- 
stances, and instead of refusing their 
co-operalion would have gladly availed 
themselves of their aid, and felt 
rejoiced at their return to the worship 
of the Lord in Jerusalem. 

Haggai — 'one who keeps holiday;' 
he was born during the captivity, and 
went up with Zerubbabel and the other 
captives, who returned to Jerusalem. 

for delaying — during th»* time that the 
building ceased, they devoted them- 
selves to the improvement of their own 
residences, which led the prophet to 
ask, "Is it a time for you, Oye, to 
dwell in your ceiled houses, and this 
house lie waste? now therefore, con* 
sider your ways." He showed them 
thnt God withheld his blessing on their 
agricultural and other pursuits because 
of their selfish indifference to the house 
of God. 

greater — the second temple had not 
the ark of the covenant, with its inte- 
resting contents. Less. 23, 'ark;' 26, 
' testimony ;' nor the sacred fire upon 
the altar ; Less. 69, ' fire ;' nor (Trim 
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and Thommim. Leii. 23, * breastplate ;* 
nor the cloud of the Divine presence on 
the mercy-neat; Lew. 20, ♦went;' 22, 
' glory ;' in no sense therefore, however 
magnificent it might be as a building, 
could it be grenter than Solomon's 
temple, but by the appearance of Jesus 
Chn«t, the Son of God, mid heir of all 
things — of him who was greater than 
the temple — within its walls. 

Tatnai— he was the Persian governor 
of Syria ; his jurisdiction also included 
Samaria and Judea. 

taw — Tatnai came to Jerusalem to 
inquire as to the allegations preferred 
by the Samaritans against the Jews, 



TO TEMPLE." 

who explained to him their authority 
for re-erecting the temple, which he 
communicated to Darius requesting at 
the same time to know his royal plea- 
sure respecting the work. 

finished — in the sixth year of the 
reign of Darius Hysta^pes. 

Ahasuerus — a royal title of some of 
the Persian kings. He is considered by 
some to be the Xerxes of profane his- 
tory, by others he is said to be Arta- 
xerxes Longimanus. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

Achmetha— the capital of Media; it 
was also called Ecbatana, and is now 
called Hamad an. 



THE SECOND TEMPLE. 



" THE GLORY OF THIS LATTER HOUSE SHALL BE GREATER THAN OF THE FORMER, 
8AITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, AND IN THIS PLACE* WILL I GIVE PEACE, - 
SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS." 

When on the second Temple's height 
The Jew uprais'd his aged sight, 

How sank his heart to see, 
Robb'd of its ancient pomp and pride, 
The house where deign'd on earth to abide 

His God's own majesty ! 

No holy Urim there expressed 

Heaven's purpose on the Prophet's breast : 

There the lov'd ark no more 
On mercy's seat, presented Him 
Who dwelt between the Cherubim 

In Israel's tents of yore. 

The consecrated fire was gone : 

The announcing light no longer shone 

Around that Presence dread: 
And oh ! what prayer could now invoke 
The high prophetic voice that spoke 

To Judah's happier dead. 

Thus deem'd the sorrowing Israelite: 
Ye Christians answer, deemed he right t 

Oh! for Seraphic power 
To flash conviction on the Jew, 
And bid his soul, exulting view 

That Temple's holiest hour! 
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There shall the true oracular sound, 
The Almighty voice of Christ, he found ; 

There shall the gracious Ark, 
Blest hy the Weeding victim, grant 
A higher, ampler covenant 
To worlds in error dark. 

There shall the fire which darts from Heaven, 
The Spirit's awful breath, he given: 

There in corporeal shrine 
Shall, the unerring records tell, 
The fulness of the Godhead dwell, 

The Father's glory shine. 

Then murmuring unbelief, be dumb — 
Hark! the great Prophet's accents come, 

The Spirit unconfine'd! 
Yes, from the second Temple burst 
Sounds of more love than filPd the first, 

Sounds of redeem'd mankind! 

Child's Christian Year. 



129. VASHTI DEPOSED. 
Esther i, ii ; Ezra vii. 

Ahasuerus, king of Persia, reigned over a hundred-and- 
twenty-seven provinces, from India even to Ethiopia. In the 
third year of his reign he made -a great feast to all the people 
in Shushan ; and his wife made a feast -for the women of the 
royal house. On the seventh day of the feast, when his heart 
was -merry with wine, he commanded the presence of Vashti, 
that -she might show the people and the princes her beauty. 
She -refused to go, and the king was very wroth. He consulted 
with his wise men, and Memucan advised that she should be 
deposed, lest the other ladies of Persia and Media should 
imitate her example. This advice pleased the king, and he 
published a decree, " that every man should bear rule in his 
own house." He afterwards married -Esther, a Jewess, whose 
parents were dead. Esther had been brought up by Mordecai, 
a man of Benjamin, and she was his uncle's daughter. 

•Ezra, the scribe, was a Jewish officer in the court of 
Babylon ; he obtained leave to go to Jerusalem. The king 
gave him silver and gold to expend for the temple, and the 
altar in Jerusalem ; and the king commanded his treasurers 
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beyond the river, to supply him with silver, wheat, wine, 
and oil, that all might be diligently done for the house of God, 
that God had commanded. He commissioned him to appoint 
magistrates and judges in the law, and to teach them their 
duties according to the wisdom of God; and to let judgment 
he executed on those who disobeyed the law of God, and the 
l?\w of the king. Then Ezra praised God, saying, " Blessed be 
the Lord God of our fathers, which hath put such a thing as 
this in the king's heart, to beautify the house of the Lord which 
is in Jerusalem ; and hath extended mercy unto me before the 
king and his counsellors, and before all the king's mighty 
princes." Ezra took with him above a thousand of the Jews, 
and assembled them near the river Akava, where they -abode 
three days, and where a solemn fast was held, to afflict their 
souls before God, and to seek his -guidance and blessing in 
their journey. They then proceeded to Jerusalem, where 
Ezra delivered the treasures with which he had been entrusted 
for the service of the temple ; he also delivered the king's 
commands to the governors beyond the river, and they fur- 
thered the people and the house of God. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



a great feast- sill the princes, nobles, and 
rulers of provinces were assembled, and 
the feasting and revelry continued 180 days. 
One excellent rule was however strictly 
observed by the express direction of the 
king, namely, that none did compel others 
to drink, " for so the king had appointed to 
all the officers of his house, that they should 
do according to every man's pleasure." 

for the tromen — in the East women feast 
apart from the men ; Vashti gave her feast 
in the palace, while the king's was held in 
the court of the garden, where a vast tent 
with costly hangings of white, green, and 
blue was erected. 

merry -he was drunk, and consequently 
reckless of the dishonour he proposed to 
inflict upon his queen. 

she might shotc - had she complied with 
his absurd command she would have 
submitted, according to Eastern notions, to 
au ignominy worse than death. 



refused— Vashti not only acted true to 
the customs and opinions of her time, but 
also under a strong sense of womanly 
propriety. 

Esther— this was her Persian name ; her 
Jewish name was Hadassah, which means 
* myrtle.' 

Mordeeai—he was a descendant of Kish, 
the father of Saul ; the nature of his office 
in the court of Ahasuerus is unknown. 

Ezra — ' helper ;' he was of the family of 
Aaron, and a grandson of Seraiah, the last 
high-priest of the Jews before the captivity ; 
2 Kings xxv. 18-21. He possessed great 
influence over his countrymen, which he 
exercised for their good. 

leave— the recent marriage of Ahasuerus 
and Esther had probably a favourable 
influence on the king towards the people to 
whom she belonged. 

silver and gold— the money amounted to 
little short of £22,000i 
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"EZRA'S MOURNING." 



[606-400 B.C. 



abode — whenever long journeys are 
commenced in the East, the parties first 
assemble a short distance from the city they 
start from, at which place they make their 
final preparations, returning to the city for 
any thing that may have been forgotten. 

guidance — their way was beset with 
dangers, for the descendants of Ishmael — 
the Bedouin Arabs, were then, as now, the 
terror of travellers in the wilderness. Lea, 
7, « wild/ 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

India — an extensive country of Eastern 
Asia, some portions of which only were 
known in the time of Ahasuerus. 

Ethiopia — a name given to several coun- 



tries of Asia and Africa, the people of which 
have black or dark complexions. The 
several countries of Africa are now bar- 
barous and idolatrous, yet the time is to 
come when God will be favourable to them, 
and cause them to know and worship him- 
self alone. "Ethiopia shall soon stretch 
out her hands unto God." 

Shushan— the capital of that part of 
Persia anciently called Elam, and the 
winter residence of the kings of Persia. 
Daniel the prophet had one of his visions 
in the palace at Shushan. It was the scene 
of Yashti's deposition, Esther's promotion, 
Hainan's downfall, dc Mordecai's exaltation. 

Ahava— a small river of Babylon, the 
situation of which is not known. 



EZRA'S MOURNING. 

-HE MOURNED BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF THEM THAT HAD BEEN 
CARRIED AWAY." 

Art thou of Ezra's seed, 
Mourning, like him, transgressors led away? 

Mourn on! thy holy creed 
Foretells thy blessing in a future day. 

What though thine eyes be dim 
With tears for others who themselves shed none ; 

Thou yet mayest know, like him, 
That joy which only can through grief be won. 

Thy soul, in brighter days, 
The oil of joy for mourning may possess; 

And the glad garb of praise 
For the dark vesture of thy heaviness. 

Thine eye may see restored 
Some for whose bondage thou hast sorrow'd long; 

The halt, by thee deplored, 
May walk again, the dumb break forth in song. 

If no such aid appear, 
Blessings rest on the path by mourners trod, 

And not a single tear 
Falls from their eyes unnotic'd by their God. 

Barton. 
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HAMAN CONTBIVE8 THE DESTRUCTION OF THE JEWS. 



130. OF HAMAN AND MORDECAI. 
Esther iii. Ti. 



Mordecai discovered a conspiracy against king Ahasuerus, and 
Esther made it known to the king. Inquisition was made, and 
Bigthan and Teresh two of the king's chamberlains were hanged 
for their crime. After these things Ahasuerus, promoted 
•Ham an, an -Agagite, to be above all the other princes, and all 
the king's servants reverenced him. Mordecai alone 'bowed 
not to him. Haman was very wroth and resolved to obtain a 
decree from the king -to destroy all the Jews in Persia. He 
spoke of the Jews to the king as a disloyal people, and obtained 
•a decree against them. He then 'sent letters through all the 
provinces for the destruction of the Jews on a certain day. 
Then Mordecai rent his clothes, and there was among the 
Jews great mourning and fasting and wailing. Mordecai -in- 
formed Esther of the king's decree, and that her own life was 
•endangered by Hainan's designs. The queen then went to 
Ahasuerus, and she made a request to him that he and Haman 
would come to a banquet, which she had prepared. Haman 
went forth joyful, but when he saw that Mordecai bowed not 
to him, he was full of indignation against him. When Haman 
came home, he boasted of the glory of his riches and the mul- 
titude of his children, and all the things wherein the king had 
promoted him ; and that Esther the queen had invited him to 
the banquet that she had prepared. " Yet," said he, " all this 
availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting 
at the king's gate." Then said Zeresh his wife and all his 
friends unto him, " Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high, 
and to-morrow speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may 
be hai ged thereon ; then go thou in merrily with the king unto 
the banquet." And he caused the gallows to he made. On that 
night the king could not sleep ; and the -chronicles of his kingdom 
were read to him, concerning the conspiracy of Bigthan and 
Teresh, which had been discovered by Mordecai. The king 
enquired, " What honour and dignity hath been done Mordecai 
for this ?" His servants told him that nothing had been done 
for him. Haman then came to the king to speak to him about 
Mordecai, that he should be hanged on the gallows he had pre- 
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MORDECAI IS HONOURED. 



[606-400 B.C. 



pared. The king asked him, " What shall be done to the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour ?" Haman thought only of 
himself, and suggested that such man should be -clothed in 
royal apparel, and placed on the king's horse, that one of 
the most noble of the princes should go with such man through 
the city, and proclaim before him, " Thus shall it be done to 
the man whom the king delighteth to honour." The king 
approved of this, and said to Haman, " Make haste, and take 
apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to 
Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate : let nothing 
fail of all that thou hast spoken." Then took Haman the 
apparel and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him 
on horseback through the street of the city, and -proclaimed 
before him, " Thus shall it be done unto the man whom the 
king delighteth to honour." 



NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



Haman — he was a man of irrepressible 
pride and arrogance, and rose by the 
perseverance with which he pursued 
the object of his ambition — to be prime 
minister in the court of Persia. 

Agagite — as Agag was the common 
name of many of the kiusrs of Amalek, 
it appears probable that Haman was of 
the royal line, Less. 21, * utterly:' 45, 
' Agag;' 53, < smbte." 

bowed not — in refuting to pay rever- 
ence to Haman, Mordecai violated (he 
king's commandment ; it is probable that 
he and the other Jews in Shushan 
denied Haman this honour on account 
of the curse under which he lay as an 
Amalekite; or the reverence required 
might be a species of idolatry, which 
his conscientious feelings would not 
permit him to render, " for he had 
told them that he was a Jew." 

to destroy all — the implacable hatred 
of his ancestors towards the Hebrews 
bad descended to him ; doubtless other 
Jews had offended him, and he there- 
fore wished to destroy all the Jews 
throughout the wide-spread dominions 
of Persia. He offered to pay into the 
royal treasury, 10,000 talents of silver, 



a sum exceeding £2,000,000 of our 
money, to indemnify the king for the 
loss of the Jewish revenue consequent 
on their destruction. So great was the 
king's favour towards Haman that he 
did not require him to pay the large sum 
he offered, while he allowed him to do 
with the Jews as he thought proper. 

a decree — Less. 127, * unalterable." 

sent letters — Cyrus established posts 
throughout the Persian dominions — 
men with horses were kept in readi- 
ness at stations at certain distances 
from each other. Neither snow, rain, 
heat, nor darkness interfered with 
these posts. 

informed — by means of Hatach, one 
of the king^s chamberlains, whom 
Esther had sent to inquire of Mordecai 
the cause of his mourning. 

endangered — the king's decree would 
apply to her also, she being a Jewess ; 
it does not appear that Ahasuerus was 
acquainted with her nation and religion. 
Mordecai shewed her, however, that 
her position enabled her to effect safety 
for her people, and that it was her duty 
to succour them. 

Zeresh— t gold.' 
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PERIOD VII.] " A KING'S SLEEPLESS NIGHT." 



chronicle* — the Persian kings exercis- 
ed fhe utmost care to register every 
occurence worthy of preservation 
chiefly, however, the events connected 
with the court. By a singular Provid- 
ence — the king could not sleep — the 
chronicle was called lor — and the reader 
turned to that part in which Mordecai's 
services were recorded — honour was 
decreed him — and Haman was to be the 
means ot conferring it. 

clothed— Less. 4T, 'robej* Hainan's 
advice included the investiture of the 
king's favourite with the royal turban, 
as well as the royal robe. The privi- 



lege of wearing the royal robes was a 
dignity of a very exalted kind. 

king's horse — this was another high 
mark of royal favour very rarely con- 
ferred. The people of the East, not 
excepting the Hebrews, esteemed it 
criminal for any one to use wi.ar had 
once been appropriated to royalty; but 
in Persia this exclusiveness was carried 
to its utmost limits, death being the 
punishment of (he offender. 

proclaimed— thus Haman was called 
on to proclaim Mordecai's honour, at 
the very instant when he came to peti- 
tion for his destruction. 



A KING'S SLEEPLESS NIGHT. 

"ON THAT MGHT COULD NOT THE KING SLEEP, AND HE COMMANDED TO BRING 
THE BOOK OF THE CHRONICLES) AND THEY WERE READ BEFORE THE blNC." 

Mordecai, though long forgot, 
When the monarch slumber'd not, 
For the service he had done 
Proud and regal honours won. 

Long was his reward delayed, 
Long he sate in seeming shade, 
While the sun shone fair and bright 
On the haughty Agagite. 

Yet in patient faith he sate 
Watching on at Shushan's gate ; 
Humble-hearted, hopeful-eye'd, 
Bowing not to Haman' s pride. 

Come at last the destin'd hour 
When, by God's o'er-ruling power, 
Sleep no soothing charm could fling 
On the eye-lids of the King. 

Then the Chronicles which told 
Service done by him of old, 
Gain'd him at the King's command, 
Honours from proud Haman's hand. 

Christian wait and watch like him, 
Watch, though every hope seem dim ; 
* Wait, without one murmuring word. 

Though reward seems long deferr'd. 

Barton. 
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131. HAMAN ACCUSED AND HANGED. 
Esther vii-ix. Nehemiah i. ii. 

After Haman had shewed honour to Mordecai according to 
the king's command, he went to his house mourning, and told 
his friends what had befallen him. Then said his wise men 
and Zeresh his wife unto him, " If Mordedai be of the seed of 
the Jews before whom thou hast begun to fall, thou sfaalt not 
prevail against him, but shalt surely fall before him." And 
while they were yet talking with him, came the king's cham- 
berlains, and hasted to bring Haman unto the banquet that 
Esther had prepared. There Esther accused him of having 
contrived the death of herself and her people, and Haman was 
•hanged on the gallows which he had prepared for Mordecai. 
The king then issued another decree by which the Jews were 
allowed to defend themselves ; for the first decree could not 
be altered ; and the Jews slew many of their enemies in 
Shushan and in the provinces of Persia. Mordecai was 
promoted to great honour ; he was next to the king, and great 
among the Jews, accepted of the multitude of his brethren, 
seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to all his 
seed. The Feast of -Purim was instituted by the Jews as a 
memorial of their deliverance from Haman, their adversary. 

•Nehemiah was -cupbearer to the king of Persia. He learned 
from -Hanani that the brethren in Jerusalem were in great 
affliction, and that the walls of the city were broken down and 
the gates burned with fire. He mourned, and wept, and fasted 
certain days, and praj r ed to God for his people. When he 
-offered wine to the king, he asked Nehemiah why he was so 
sad ; and Nehemiah said, " Why should not my countenance 
be sad, when the city, the place of my -fathers' sepulchres, 
lieth waste." Then the king said unto him, " For what dost 
thou make request ?" So Nehemiah -prayed to the God of 
heaven. And he said unto the king, " If it please the king, 
and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou 
wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my -fathers' 
sepulchres, that I may build it." And the king said unto 
him, " For how long shall thy journey be ? and when wilt 
thou return ?" So Nehemiah stated the time, and -it pleased 
the king to send him. Moreover Nehemiah said unto ' the 
king, " If it please the king, let letters be given me to the 
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PERIOD VII.] NEHEMIAH ARRIVES AT JERUSALEM. 

governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over 
till I come into Jndah ; and a letter unto Asaph, the keeper of 
the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams 
for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and 
for the wall of the* city, and for the house that I shall enter 
into." And the king granted all his request. Then Nehemiah 
came to the governors beyond the river, and gave them the 
king's letters. Sanballat and the Samaritans were vexed when 
they heard of Nehemiah's arrival. Nehemiah went by night to 
view the walls, he told the elders of the king's words, but 
Sanballat and his friends laughed him to scorn and despised 
the Jews. Nehemiah answered them, " The God of heaven 
will prosper us, but ye have -no portion, nor right, nor memo- 
rial in Jerusalem. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



wise mem — Hainan had n<T doabt a 
princely establishment, including physi- 
cians, wise men, servants, horses, «fec. 
The large sum offered by him to in- 
demnify the royal treasury for the loss 
of the Jewish tribute proves that he had 
immense wealth. Les. 130, * to destroy/ 

hanged — thus, within the compass of 
a day, Hainan's fort one was completely 
reversed; it was no extraordinary 
manifestation of God's power, bnt it was 
a notable instance of retributive justice. 

Purim — 'lots;* lots had been cast 
before Haman for the determination of 
the month and day of the month which 
might be most favourable for the exe- 
cution of his horrid design against the 
Jews ; hence the title of this feast 
The feast of Purim is still observed by 
the Jews in all parts of the world, and 
is usually a day of total rest from labour, 
of hilarity* » n <* frequently of excess ; in 
the synagogue the book of Esther is 
read, and whenever the reader utters 
the name of Haman the whole congre- 
gation — men, women, and children, rise 
up and clap with their hands, and stamp 
with their feet, exclaiming, " Let his 
name and his memory be blotted out ;" 
when the reading is finished they all 
exclaim, " Cursed be Haman ! Blessed 
be Mordecai! Cursed be Zeresh! 

392 



Blessed be Esther! Cursed be all 
idolaters! Blessed be all Israelites ! and 
blessed also be Harbonah, at whose 
instance Haman was hanged." At this 
feast alms are given to the poor ; rela- 
tions and friends send presents to each 
other, and all furnish their tables with 
such luxuries as they can command. 
Nehemiah — * whom Jehovah comforts f 
he commenced his career on behalf of 
his nation about thirteen years after the 
return of Ezra to the land of Israel. He 
was a man of genuine religion, attached 
to the laws and precepts of Moses, and 
a devoted servant of his own people. 

cup-bearer — this was an honourable 
office, the cupbearer being the most 
highly-favoured of all the servants in the 
royal household. It was also a situa- 
tion of great profit, which is proved by 
the fact that the expenses of Nehemiah's 
government in Jerusalem were defrayed 
from his own funds. The king's cup- 
bearer was generally chosen for his 
comeliness of person, gracefulness of 
manners, and affability of temper; 
Less. 1 18, « most beautiful.* 

Hanani — he was Nehemiah's brother, 
and noted for deep piety and unswerving 
integrity ; he had gone up to Jerusalem 
with some of the returned captives, but 
soon came back with a gloomy account 
of the state of affairs there- 
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ROOM FOR THE PROUD." [606-400 B.C. 



offered urine — the cup was washed 
under the king^s eye, and being filled 
was presented in a graceful manner ; it 
was a part of the doty of the cap-bearer 
to taste the wine offered to the king, 
so as to assure him that it was free 
from poison. 

prayed— silently ; within himself; he 
offered an ejaculatory prayer. The book 
of Nehemiah abounds with instances 
of his zeal and piety. 

father's sepulchres — Les. 16, 'charged : 
20, « took 36 & 65, ' buried/ 

it pleased— the queen, Esther, was 
sitting by the king when Nehemiah 
made his request j her influence therefore 



would not be wanting to induce the king 
to comply with the request of his cup- 
bearer. 

the king granted— the Persian kings 
did not discountenance the rebuilding of 
the temple at Jerusalem, recognising it 
as a duty they owed to their subjects of 
the Hebrew religion, to assist them in 
the celebration of their rites and cere- 
monies in a manner becoming the 
worship of Jehovah — the God of the 
Jews. The consent of the king to the 
rebuilding of the walls of the city must 
have been given from motives of state 
policy to attach t he Jews more closely 
to the Persian interest. 

no portion— Less. 128, < Samaritans.' 



PRIDE. 



Room for the Proud — Ye sons of clay 
From far his sweeping pomp survey, 
Nor, rashly curious, clog the way 
His chariot wheels before ! 

Lo ! with what scorn his lofty eye 
Glances o'er Age and Poverty, 
And bids intruding Conscience fly 
Far from his palace door ! 

Room for the Proud ! but slow the feet 
That bear his coffin down the street : 
And dismal seems his winding-sheet 
Who purple lately wore ? 

Ah ! where must now his spirit fly 
In naked, trembling agony? 
Or how shall he for mercy cry, 
Who shew'd it not before ! 

Room for the Proud! in ghastly state 
The lords of Hell his coming wait, 
And flinging wide the dreadful gate, 
That shuts to ope no more. 

"Lo here with us the seat," they cry, 
" For him who mock'd at poverty, 
And bade intruding Conscience fly 
Far from his palace door!" 

Hkber. 
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132. COMPLETION OF THE WALLS. 
Nehemiah ii-x. & xiii. Malachi. 
Sanballat, the governor of Samaria, and Tobiah, an Ammon- 
ite of much wealth and importance, derided the Jews in their 
labours, yet they were angry as the work proceeded. 
Nehemiah set men -to guard those who builded, and some of 
them worked with one hand, and held a weapon in the other ; 
the builders had every one his sword girded by his side, for 
their enemies practised craft, by rumours and false prophets, 
to terrify the Jews. When the wail was finished, their enemies 
were much cast down, and it was -dedicated with gladness, and 
thanksgivings. About this time the poor Jews cried out 
against the -bondage and oppressions of the rich. Nehemiah 
reproved the rich, and they promised to leave off *usury, and 
•restore to their brethren their lands, and vineyards, and olive- 
yards, and houses. 

Nehemiah was recalled to Persia, and he placed his brother 
Hanani, and Hananiah, the ruler of the palace, in charge over 
Jerusalem. Ezra instructed the people in the law, and the 
people rejoiced to hear the words of the law read to them. 
They also kept the feast of Tabernacles seven days. On 
the twenty-fourth day of the same month they fasted in sack- 
cloth, and separated themselves -from strangers, and made 
confession of their own and their fathers' sins. They then 
made a solemn covenant to observe the commandments of the 
Lord, and not to forsake the house of their God. Nehemiah 
again came to Jerusalem, and testified against those who were 
unfaithful, particularly against the sabbath-breakers. He saw 
in those days in Judah some treading wine-presses on the 
sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and lading asses; also 
wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they 
brought into Jerusalem on. the sabbath day: and he testified 
against them in the day wherein they sold victuals. Then 
he contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, 
What evil thing is this that ye do, and -profane the sabbath 
day ? did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all 
this evil upon us, and upon this city? yet ye bring more 
wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath." He also testified 
against those that had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, 
and of Moab ; and their children spake half in the speech of 
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PROPHECIES OF MALACHI. [606-400 B.C. 

Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jew's language but accord- 
ing to the language of each people. And he contended with 
them, saying, " Ye -shall not give your daughters unto their 
sons, nor take their daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves." 

•Malachi was the last of the prophets whose writings are in 
the Old Testament. He foretold the -conversion of the Gen- 
tiles ; he spoke of Christ as the -Sun of Righteousness ; and 
of the coming of John the Baptist, in the spirit of Elijah, 
to -prepare for the coming of Christ. 

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



to guard— it is not an uncommon 
occurrence to witness, even at the pre- 
sent day, similar scenes in eastern coun- 
tries, bordering upon the wild countries 
of the Bedouins and Tartars ; also in 
ca«es where quarrels exist between the 
different tribes or clan* of one com- 
munity. Men may also be seen follow- 
ing the peaceful occupations of agri- 
culture, with guns or swords about 
them or within reach, to be ready for 
sudden attacks. 

dedicated — consecrated to the defence 
of the people, the temple, and the holy 
worship of Jehovah. The heathen 
dedicated their city walls to the gods 
they worshipped. 

bondage— Les. 120, * proclaim liberty ; 
' I made.' 

usury — lending money on interest; 
though this is quite allowable with us 
under the limitation of honourable 
trading, and though the Jews were 
permitted it in trading with foreigners, 
it was most rigidly forbidden them in 
their pecuniary transactions with each 
other. Exod. xxii. 25; Deut. xxiii. 19. 

restore — the poor proprietors were 
compelled to mortgage their lands for 
money to pay the king's tribute, and for 
the support of their families. 

Tabernacles— the feast of booths; 
instituted to commemorate the dwell- 
ing of their ancestors in tents during 
their journey through the wilderness. 
The men of Israel were strictly enjoined 
to appear before God in Jerusalem at 
the celebration of this feast, the feast of 
Passover, and the feast, of Pentecost, or 
first fruits; on which occasions they 



were assured of the Divine Protection 
of th»-ir wives, children, & possessions. 
Less. 29, * leave.' 

from strangers— put away their idola- 
trous wives. Compare Less. 35, * took 
their daughters/ and 3T, « throw down.' 
treading— Less. 50, * wine ;' the trousrh 
or wine- press was either dug in the 
ground, and lined with masonry, or else 
built upon the ground. Lesson 37, 

* wine-press. ' 

profane the sabbath — among the 
crimes charged upon the people of 
Israel* that of sabbath-breaking was 
one of the most prominent ; this sin so 
greatly provoked the Lord that he 
caused the land to enjoy its sabbaths 
by removing its cultivators into cap- 
tivity for nunny years. 

shall not — Lesson 32, * come not.' 

Malachi—* angel of the Lord;' no- 
thing is known of his personal history ; 
he prophesied about 400 years before 
the birth of Christ. He sealed up the 
volume of prophecy in the description of 
that Personage at whose appearance t he 
Evangelists begin the Gospel History. 

conversion— change of religious fait h, 
and mode of life ; they should turn from 
their degrading idolatry (Less. 35, 

* served their gods') and from their 
wicked and licentious courses, to the 
pure and holy service of God. 

Sun — the source of spiritual life and 
light. Less. 105, « great light.' 

Elijah— John the Baptist should pos- 
sess the boldness and self-denial of 
that eminent servant of God. 

prepare — Lesson HI, 'fore-runner,' 
' crieth in the wilderness.' 
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THE RESTORATION OF SALEM. 



Yes, Salem, thou shalt rise : thy Father's aid 

Shall heal the wound his chastening hand has made ; 

Shall judge the proud oppressor's ruthless sway, 

And burst his brazen bonds, and cast his cords away, 

Then on your tops shall deathless verdure spring: 

Break forth, ye mountains, and ye vallies sing! 

No more your thirsty rocks shall frown forlorn, 

The unbeliever's jest, the heathen's scorn; 

The sultry sands shall tenfold harvests yield, 

And a new Eden deck the thorny field. 

E'en now, perhaps, wide waving o'er the land, 

The mighty angel lifts his golden wand ; 

Courts the bright vision of descending power, 

Tells every gate, and measures every tower, 

And chides the tardy seals that yet detain 

The Lion Judah, from his destined reign. 

And who is He? the vast the awful form, 

Girt with the whirlwind, sandal'd with the storm ? 

A western cloud around his limbs is spread, 

His crown a rainbow, and a sun his head. 

To highest heaven he lifts his kingly hand, 

And treads at once the ocean and the land! 

And hark ! his voice amid the thunder's roar, 

His dreadful voice that time shall be no more) 

Lo ! cherub hands the golden courts prepare, 

Lo! thrones are set, and every saint is there; 

Earth's utmost bounds confess their awful sway, 

The mountains worship, and the isles obey ; 

Nor sun nor moon they need; nor day nor night, 

God is their temple, and the Lamb their light, 

And shall not Israel's sons exulting come, 

Hail the glad beam and claim their ancient home t 

On David's throne shall David's offspring reign, 

And the dry bones be warmed with life again. 

Hark ! white-robed crowds their deep hosannahs raise, 

And the hoarse flood repeats the sound of praise, 

Ten thousand harps attune their mystic song, 

Ten thousand thousand saints the strain prolong, 

"Worthy the lamb! omnipotent to save, 

Who died, who lives, triumphant o'er the grave!" 
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